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PREFACE 


« 


The: first volume by Mr. Oates on the Birds ©F British 
India was published in 1889 under the editorship of Or. 
W. T. Blau ford and it was then estimated that in this 
and the three succeeding volumes the number o£ species 
dealt with would exceed those enumerated in. Jordon’s 

k 

-classical ** Birds o£ India 15 by more than one half. Mr. 
Oates had been able to come to England on furlough and 
-was thus able to utilize the collection of Indian birds in 
the British Museum, which included amongst other large 
collections Mi. Hume’s collection of 60,000 skins. The 
second of the volumes written by Mir. Oates appeared the 
following year but as he was unable to obtain an extension 
of his two years’ furlough he had to be content with Issuing 
a somewhat smaller volume than usual. Still, he succeeded 
in covering the whole of the Passerine birds, the largest 
and most difficult of all the great orders. 

The -two remaining volumes on Birds were written by 
Dr. W. T. Blau ford and published respectively in 1895 and 
1898. 

These volumes on Birds have been for many years out of 
print, and there has been a constant demand for a re-issue of 
-them. It is therefore with great pleasure that with the 
sanction o£ the authorities of the India Office I have "been 
able to secure the services of Mr. E. C. Stuart Baker in 
preparing this much needed new edition. 
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P3U3FAOS. 


Dr. Blanford died in 1905. Foi twenty-seven joins lie 
had been a member of the Indian Geological Society and 
lmd acquired a wide and deep knowledge of the geology of 
that great Empire But he was a man of the utmost width 
of scientific interest. During Ins many journeys ho kept a 
keen eye on the fauna of British India and it was this first- 
hand knout ledge that enabled lmn so successfully to complete 
the great woik begun by Mi Oates. Dr. Blanford was an 
indefatigable worker and everything that he wrote was of 
•the highest order of merit, marked by thoroughness and 
accuracy. 

Mr. Oates survived his editor hy six years. Me had spent 
thn fy-two years in the Public W orks / Department of India 
and had devoted all his spare time to the ornithology of 
British India. He was chiefly stationed in Burma and was 
undoubtedly the woild J s authority on the biids oE that 
counti y. His “ Birds of British Burma ” in two volumes is 
still u standard work, though it has perhaps been to some 
extent replaced by his Intel woi k in " The Fauna of British 
’India.” 

He is described by those who knew him us being a lovable 
but at times liot-tempered man y but officials who base spent 
a largo part of their lives m the tropics aie apt to be a little 
bot-teiripered The fact tluit Mi . A. O. Hume made ovei to 
Oates the whole of his notes and cones poiidenco when the 
lattei wras preparing his woik on “The Nests and E ggs of 
lndiiin Buds” testifies to the high regard he inspired m his 
enntempoianes On lus letiieinenf he was requested by the 
Tiustees of the Buti-li Museum to catalogue their Inige 
collection oE Butish eggs, and bo prep.ued a inanusciipt 
Of four volumes, coveting about 50,000 specimens The 
fiist two volumes of this catalogue weio issued during his 
lifetime. 

Both ho a.nd Dr. BlanFoid ate splendid examples of men 
eai lying on thorough scientific woik m the i ui e and spoi adic 
inteisnls of exacting, official duties. 



IMtEFACU 


'l hose wlio aie responsible lor issuing these vo T ume«* may 
well congratulate themselves on having secured the sei vices 
o£ Mr E O. Stuart Bakei. Mi Baker is well known to 
all those in .India who take an inteiest in oimtliologj’ and 
big game shooting. He is equally known to Ornithologists 
all ovei the woild as a legalni contributor £01 moie than 
thirty 3 eais to the “ Jbis ” and “ Boinbaj- Natmal Histoiy 
Society's Journal ” His \olmnes on Indian Game Buds aio 
standard woiks and all who lead these pages will recog- 
nise in his wvid descuptions o£ the habits and song ot bnJs 
the work o£ a first-hand authority. 

The an. then, has produced a work which combines the 
highest scientific standaid with a system which readily 
enables the sportsman or nmateni to identify the \anous 
birds o£ Buti^h India He has himself: drawn attention to 
the imperative need oE the tiinommal system of nomen- 
clature and he has modernised the genenc and specific 
names in accoi dance with the lules of the International 
Oongi ess 

In some cases* it will be noticed that theie is no name 
following the words * 1 emacul.tr names.” In these cases 
none have been lecoided, but it is hoped that spoilsmen and 
naturalists in India may in time be able to fill up these 
blanks The extiemely accurate and living diawings for the 
plates are the woik of the author. They have been 
adinuably lepioduced by Messrs Bale & Danielsson. 


7th July, 1922 


A. E. SHIPLEY. 
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INTRODUCTION 


The present \olume is the first of the serieB of the new edition 
of the ‘Avifauna of Butish India,’ and, funds permitting, it is 
proposed to bring out about one volume every two 3 ears until 
the nolle is completed 

Xt lias been mr endeavour iu writing this volume to disturb as 
little as pos-ible the classification adopted by Oates m the first 
edition but during the thirty-two yeais that ha\e elapsed since 
volume was published, much scientific work has been done 
nanv discoveries made which have tendered alterations 
, rative , some ol these, unioi tunately, aie of a drastic nature 
n the fiist place, the trinomial system has been adopted — a de- 

1011 which has added ver_. greatly to the numbei oE birds to be 
(.escribed, % e to the total numbei of species and subspecies, 
though, on the other hand, it has reduced the number of species, 
for it has relegated to their propel positions as subspecies 01 
geographical laces many foims which have hitherto 1m propel 1 j r 
held the status of spec les 

In using the trinomial system X have adhered to the FolIow r - 
ing rules 

Formf, or gioups ol forms, have been named as specific when 
there ate no forms .known which directly connect them with other 
forms or gi oups of forms 

Subspecies or geogi aph*c**l foims lia\e been recognized when 
they differ in degiee either 111 si/c, colour or some other 
cUaractei »stic fioiu ihe tonus with which they are most closely 
connected, yet, though linked with these foims by otbeis which 
are mtei mediate, are tliemsel\es constant within some giien aiea 
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If: is tiue that a few island forms may not come \erj exactly 
undei this definition, but in these cases the diffeiences are such 
as are ob\ lously parallel to tliose obtaining in non-isolated areas 
on the mainland Where evolution and isolation have evol\ ed 
forms which at e definitely divided from all others by some 
charactenstic which is not one meiely of degree, I hare treated 
them as distinct species 

In India we are constantly meeting with the most mtruate 
cases of subspecific variation, and a study of birds which admits 
the recognition of these geographical laces and the wisdom of 
naming them affords infinitely greatei interest both to the field 
and to the scientific worker than does the easiei method of 
lumping them all together For instance, to take two of oui 
most common birds, the Indian House-Crow and the Eed-\ exited 
Bulbul Two species of the formei and many of the lattei have 
been xecognnsed and gnen specific names, although the diffei- 
ences between them are in no way specific and are not any 
greater than the differences which exist in many othei foims 
■which have been left undivided 

The second point to which leireience must be made is the 
unfortunate necessity which lias anseii for iei) numeious 
collections in Oates* nomendatuie Such collections cannot but 
be a soui ce of some difficulty to the oldei 1 ace of field naturalists, 
and students who have learnt these names will now have to learn 
those winch replace them The younger geneiation will, how- 
ever, have the satisfaction ot knowing that they aie learning 
names which, with few r exceptions, will be peimanent, foz,wzth 
strict adheience to the laws ot pnonty, a time will soon come 
when we shall really have aimed at the bed-iock of nomen- 
clatonal research It should be mentioned lieie that I hare had 
the unstinted help of Mr Torn Iiedale m this paiticular blanch 
of the woilc, and his unrivalled knowledge of bibliography and 
nomenclature has been of inestimable help to me 

Anothei difference betw een this and the preceding edition w ill 
also be noted With the approi al of the editor. Sir Arthur B 
Shiplev, the synonymy has been reduced to references to the 
oiiginal description and to the Blau ford and Oates* edition of 
this woik, m the foimei case the type-locality being giten in 
brackets after the reference The saving of space thus obtained 
and the use of bnefer descriptions has given additional room for 
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field notes, winch it is hoped will add to the \alue of the woik 
both for field naturalists and the nou-scientific loiei of buds, for 
whom the 3 r aie principally wutten 

As legards the classification, tins is founded mainly on 
Gadow’s work, but 1 have also had the valuable assistance of 
W. P Pyciaft, and the results of Ins peisonal work will be found 
in almost every order, family and genus. I must, lioweiei, take 
upon my own shoulders any cuticisms which may be made on the 
lninoi divisions m the Passeres, though, heie again, my constant 
object has been to disturb as little as possible the caieful woik of 
Blanfoid and Oates 

Ornithological work in India has hitherto been divisible into 
tery definite periods. The fii&t penod was that pnoi to the 
publication of Jei don’s ‘Birds of India' m 1862 and the sub- 
sequent eight or ten yeais when the leading figuies weie Jerdon 
himself, Hodgson and Blytli, who may be consideied the fatheis 
of Indian Ornithology 

An account of the chief wnteis on Indian buds up to 1862 
was given by Jeidon in the Intzoduction to the fiist volume of 
the ‘ Birds of India* The principal authois mentioned weie 
Pianklm, Tickell, Sykes, [McClelland, Buigess, Admns, Tytlei, 
Kelaait, Lay aid and Hutton in addition to the thiee alieady 
mentioned 

The next penod, from about 1872 to 1898, may be termed 
Hume s period, the other most notable workers being Tvveeddale, 
Wardlaw-Itainsny, Biddulph, Andeison, Blwes, Eea\an, Scully, 
Sliaipe, Stohczka, Godw in-Austen, Piooks, Ball, King, Vidal, 
McJMastei, Blanfoid, Begge, Oates and Baines, with many othei 
niinoi wuteis 

The tbiid penod is that of Blanfoid and Oates, both lending 
Ornithologists in the preceding period but completely dominating 
the position on the publication of the • An fauna of Bntish 
India * Since tkeae volumes saw the light no big w oik has been 
published on Indian buds but Haungtou’s ‘Buds of Burma,' 
Oates’ ‘Game-Buds of India,’ many popular woiks by Dewar, 
Pinn and others, and the present wi iter's different w orks on Indian 
Ducks, Pigeons and Game-Birds have appealed In addition to 
t hese the * J ournal of the Bombay Nat ural History Society ’ contains 
a mass of details on field ornithology by Harmgton, Osmastoo, 
Davidson, Bell, Baines, Inglis, Bailey, Whistler, Jones, Hopwood, 

31 2 
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Mackenzie, Ticohurst, Donald ami others. There are many lo cal 
cataloguis, and, finally, 33 nnng ton’s nork on the TtmaJudtr^ m 
w Inch the writer had the pleasure of co-operating-. 

Anatom) has not been treated at the length it deseives, but 
those w ho intend to take up this much neglected but most im- 
portant branch of ornithology should refer to the well-known 
works of Di ITnns Gadow , Hu\ley, Garrod, Bronn, Purbrmger, 
Porbes, Kilrsch and Parker, and to the more recent writers such 
as Pyeraft, Beddaid and Xiucas. 

The would-be Ornithologist m India must also lemembei that 
it is not only the dry skins of birds which are required by the 
systematist \\ ho, tlicugh be may bai e the good fortune to work 
in big museums and other centres where masses of material aie 
mailable for comparison and where good libraries are at hand foi 
reference, yet urgently needs specimens, especially of tbe rarer 
forms m spirit, not only for anatomical purposes bat for the 
study of Pterylosis etc Again, poor skins of moulting birds are 
often more valuable than those in the finest condition of plumage, 
while the nestlings and young of many of the most common birds 
are stiU desiderata in the British Museum and other institutions 

As regards nidification, it will be seen that I have devoted con- 
siderable space and detail to this portion of a bud’s life-history. 
It is true that birds cannot be classified according to the eggs 
they produce, but at the same time it is equally true that a bird’s 
egg may be a valuable clue to show us where we should expect to 
find its nearest allies or, on the other hand, may cause us to 
suspect that it should be removed from amongst those with winch 
it is now placed 
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Diagram of a Bird, to illustrate the terminology of the plumage and limbs 

20 Primaries (the earlier or ontei- 
most 9 or 10 quills of the 


1 Forehead 

2 Crown 

3 Kape or occiput 

4 Lores (space in front of e> e) 

5 Supercilium 

6 Cheeks 

7 Ear-coverts 

8 Upper mandible or maxilla 

9 Lower mandible 

10 Culmen or upper profile of maxilla 

11 Commissure or line of junction of 

the two mandibles 

12 Bictal bristles or vibrissa: 

13 Chin 

14 Throat 

15 Breast 

16 Abdomen 

17 Back 

18 Hump 

19 Scapulars 


wing) 

21 Outer secondaries (wing-quills 

springing from the radius and 
ulna) 

22 Inner secondaries 

23 Lesser wing- coverts 

24 Median wing-coverts 

25 Greater wing- coverts 

26 Primary wing-cot erts 

27 Winglet or bastard-wing 

28 Upper tail-coverts 

29 Tail-feathers or rectnces 

30 Under tail-coverts 

31 Tarsus 

32 Bind toe or first toa or hallux 

33 Inner or second toe 

34 Middle or third toe 

35 Outer or fourth toe 
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flanks or sides of body aie the parts approximately covered bv 
the closed v mg 

Axillanes are the lengthened feathers springing from the axilla 
or region beneath the base of the wing. 

Supplementary bristles or hairs are those spunging from the side 
of the forehead in fiont of the nctal bristles 

ISFasal bristles or hairs are those springing from the front of the 
forehead and coveting the nostrils 


The measurements m tins work are invariably m millimetres, and 
are taken thus — 

Length — The distance from the tip of the bill to the tip of the 
longest tail-feather, unless otherwise stated 

Tail — The distance from the root of the tail, generally indicated 
both in the flesh and dried state by the presence of a 
piece of flesh on the underside, to the tip of the longest 
feather 

Wing — The greatest distance from the bend of the wing to 
the tip of the longest primary, measured straight. “When 
the w mg is curved, it is flattened out for the purpose of 
measurement 

To* sits' — The distance from the centre of articulation of the 
tarsus with the tibia to the base of the middle toe 

Oulmen . — The distance in a straight line from the feathering 
of the forehead- to the extreme tip of the beak 


AVIS S 


Bikds are distinguished from all other vertebrates by then 
covering of feathers. Though related to the Reptiles, they diffei 
in being warm-blooded— a featuie which is correlated with a four- 
chambered heart, in which the chambers are completely separated, 
thus preventing the intermixture of arterial and venous blood 
which obtains among the lower vertebrates Of the right and 
lett aortic arches piesent in the Reptiles, only the right persists 
in Birds and the left in Mammals The skull, which presents no 
sutures m the adult, possesses but a single occipital condyle and 
the jaws are pi educed into a beak ensheathed in horn, whilst in 
more piinntive, extinct species, they were armed with teeth 
The lower jaw is a complex of several bones, bnt the nght and 
left rami are nevei sepai able as m Reptiles and many Mammals 
Proximally the mandible articulates with the skull, after the 
reptilian fashion, by means of a quadrate bone. The fore-limb 
has become transformed into a “wing,” and the sternum, m 
accordance with the requirements of flight, has taken on the form 
ot a bioad, oblong plate, usually provided with a median keel for the 
attachment of the pectoral muscles, winch have become excessiyely 
de\ eloped. In the hip-girdle the three elements of the pelvis 
have become fused The ilium has become gieatly elongated, and 
is closely applied to the vertebial column, preventing all move- 
ment between the vertebise within its grip As a consequence, 
these veitebrsa, w Inch include more or fewer of the lumbar, the 
sacial and a variable number of post-sacrals, lia\e become welded 
togethei to foim a synsacium In the hmd-Umb the proximal 
row ©f~t area's have become fused with the shaft of the tibia to 
fonn a ** tibio-tarsus,” while the distal row have fused with the 
metataisals to form a tarso-metatarsus On this account the 
ankle-joint is “ mterfcarsal ” as m many reptiles Three of the 
foiu suiviving metatarsals have fused to form a solid, cylindrical 
shaft or “ cannon-bone ” as in Dinosaurs, while the fourth has 
become reduced to a mere nodule of bone supporting the hallux. 
In many species the hallux has become reduced to a mere vestige, 
and, in some, it has disappeared altogether, w hilst m the Ostnch 
(Struthio) but two toes remain "With the reptiles on the one 
hand, and the primitive mammals Echidna and Oi nithoi Tii/nchus 
on the other, birds agree in being oviparous 

Hitherto most systems of classification have been founded on 
living buds only, and ha\e therefore to some extent failed m their 
purpose Birds have been commonly divided into two great 
groups or sub-classes, Eat i fee and Cartnatce, according to the 
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presence or absence of a median keel to the sternum But these 
groups, though accepted by Blanfoid and Oates, aie very un- 
satisfactory, since m some Sightless Ourznat<e the sternum has 
become reduced to the liatite condition 

Taking inco consideiatiou birds both living and extinct, we ha\ e 
tw o « ell- defined sub-classes, the -A-rchoaoi mthes and JWeormthes. 



Under view of the skull of a Haven «o, vomer , mjep, inaxillo-palatme 
process, pa, palatine , pterygoid, ff, quadrate, b aph, busi-sphenoid, 

spn r, sphenoidal 1 ostrum 

The first is reserved for the chteopterya. with an elongated 
reptilian chain of caudal vertebras, each bearing a pair of lectrices 
and having the jaws armed with teeth The sub-class Ifeomtthes 
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deludes all hung buds in which the veitebiro supporting the 
recti ices ha\e become so abbieviated that the tail feathers liave 
to be arranged fan-wise on either side of a fused mass ot bones 
known as the “ gostyle " 

As regaids the Afoot mthes, the palate affoi ds a much moie satis- 
factory basis ot division than the sternum Accoidmg to this, 
living birds are dn isible into two further groups, the Palceognathce 
and Neognathce^ the lot mer in substitution for the j Ratitce and the 
lattei for the Cat mates 

In the Palceoc/nathce the vomei is laige, and articulates bv 
squatnous suture with the ptei ygoid, while the palatine is applied 
to the outer margin of the vomero-pteiygoid articulation 

In the Neognathce the palatines hare shifted mwaids, under 
the vo.nero-pterygoid articulation, to meet one another in the 
median line The pterygoids, in early post-embiyonic life, undergo 
a striking process of segmentation, inasmuch as that poition of 
their shafts which rests upon the proximal end oF the palatine snaps 
off, as it were fiom the main shaft, and fuses with the palatine, 
Later, at the point of fiactuie a cup-and-ball joint is formed, 
affording the stiongest possible contrast with the squamous 
suture found in the Paloeognatltce 

"Where the vomer still retains some semblance of its former 
size, its proximal bifuicated end may just reach the extieuie tip 
of the anterior end of the pteiygoid, but it now depends for its 
suppoit not upon tbe pterygoid, but upon the palatine, as, for 
example, in the Penguins. But among the Neogrtathcc the vomer 
displays a sti iking series of stages in degeneration, becoming more 
and more divoiced from the pteiygoid, until it finally assumes 
the for .11 of a minute nodule of bone, and at last, in the Gallvnce , 
it becomes a mere spicule oE bone held by a few tendinous fibres 
to the anterior boidei of the expanded ends of the palatines, and 
in some, as m the Palcomdce for example, 'vanishes altogether If 
nothing were known of the enily post-embiyonic developmental 
stages of the Neoqnathine vomei, it would have been impossible 
to divine that the NeognatJivne was a dnect derivative tiom the 
JPaleeognathtne palate 

These two oiders, the PaJceognathce and J&eagnatJice, m us t be 
divided furthei, for the Class Aves, iu the course of its eiolution. 
has split up into a vast number of different toims The genetic 
relation of these forms or types to one another, and the precise 
affinities of the individual members of the various groups, should 
^ ar as possible find expression in any system of classification 
These divisions may be known as Orders, which aie again di\ ided 
into Sub-Orders, Families, Genera and Species 
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Tins edition of the Fauna follows its predecessor in beginning 
with the Passeres The classification and further di \ isioii of this 
Group piesents more difficulties than all the ie<»t put together 
Briefly, the Passeres may he defined ns follows — Skull 
segithognatlious (vomer tiuncated in fiont) Sternum viith a 
large spina externa, and no spina luterna Claude with expanded 
free ends Hypotarsus complex 

Wing lacking the biceps and expaasor secondariorum muscles 
Thigh muscles having no accessory fetnoiocaudal 01 abiens- 
muscles present 

Only one carotid — the left — is present. Cceca are vestigial 
Oil-gland nude TV'ing eutaxic 

The auangement of the Sub-Orders adopted here is that of 
Gndow (Bronn’s Thiei -reichs, Pd. vi , n Syst Theil, 1893) 
Put the subdivision of the A msomyoclz is based on thnt of 
Pyeiaft (P Z S 1905— 0—7), Ins Ohgomyodt answering in part to 
that of Huxley (P Z S 1867). 


Slb Order 
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Group 

Glamatoies 

Olijjomyodi 


Ani«omyocli 


Trachcophonie 


J^Omcrornj odi 


Family Sib-Familt 

( Enryliemldic 
CotmgidiB 

I Philepittidie 
Pipndre 


J Tyranmdie 
Pi tti die 



fPormxcamdie 

Fuinaniiue 
Solernniue 
Synalliwin’e 
Maignromitlniitc 
Phylidorlmwe 

ConopoplisgiclaB Conopophag'inaj 
Fteroptoolun*v 
Hylactinre 

^Xenicidie 


Dendrocolaptidre 

Fnrnamdre 


{ IVTennndro 
Omnos 


Haung regard to the fact that the main divisions of the 
Passeres are based on the structure of the syrinx, a brief summary 
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of the essential featuies of this oigan, m so fai as they concern 
the systematist, may be welcome. 

The syrinx is tlie teim applied to the lower end of the wind- 
pipe and the adjacent ends of the bronchi in buds, wherein these 
portions have become vanously modified to foim the oigan of 
voice, which, in Mammals, is tonned by the laiynx — the upper 
end of the windpipe "But while m the ^Mammals the larynx is a 
comparatively stable structure, in the birds the syrinx piesents a 
very lemarkable range of differences both iu legard to its funda- 
mental structural characters, as well as of musculatuie 

Fox the pxesent it must suffice to give a buef sui \ ey of the 
essential featuies of the syrinx in the Passeres and, tor systematic 
purposes, the musculatuie is the dominant factor. 

The syiinx, then, in this Giotip piesents wide contrasts, 
even among Genera of the same Family, hub neveitheless it 
conforms m its essential characters with that of the iLves as a 
whole That is to say, it is formed of a number of bony 01 
cartilaginous ungs and semi-rings — some of which may be com- 
pletely or partially welded — held together by thin membianes 
which sene not merely to support the ftainewoik, but also in the 
production of the “ voice ** 

In the -Amsomyodi the syi ingeal muscles are inserted either in. 
the middle oi on to the dorsal 01 ventral ends of the semi-imgs 



Syrinx of IV/a n„golcnsis (after Garrod, P Z S 1876, pi luAslonin^Uie 

B^mi°M^ am T'K ttn ° hm f ntof tl,< 7 ntl ,na,C mi,sclesat tJie iniSdlo oFtl.ebrmiclu.il 
f rom~ tbo’ s d cjt F v, 1 H ,lls ° a 6m £ le pair oCrbronchial muscles, continued down 
wL^S. 68 of tbo w * nd P'P e . insignificant m size, quite lateral, and teinu- 
broncT\mT Lmfnng' ted ,nt ° tho n,,ddl ® ° r the outer surface of the eeronrf 


?? 5 1 ® J)iac} omt/odt these muscles are mseited into both encN 
of the semi-rings They may be limited always to one pan as 

or ?he^* tW ° * 8 m Oll 0 om & ad * and some T> achiuphonai 

But 5° aS ^ an 7 ns seven pairs as in the Oscines 

8tr " ctur ? of the syrinx itself, os apa rt from its 
musculature, has been, and still is, a feature of importance m 
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the classification of the Posseres — as witness the Ti ac7teop7tonce 
Briefly three types o£ syrmx are recognized — the Tracheo- 
bronchial, the Tracheal and the Bronchial, the last two being 
derivatives of the first The tracheo-hronchial is the type found 
in the Oscmes and Sub-Oscines JHej ein the lower end of the 
trachea has the Inst fom or five rings welded to form a little chce- 
shaped box communicating below with the bronchi The 
bronchial rings X and II are closely attached to this box, 
while III forms a strong aicnate bar supporting a delicate 
sheet of membrane stretched between rings I and II on the 
one hand and XV on the other The bronc hial rings are in- 
complete on their inner aspects, their £iee en ds supporting a 
“ tympanic membrane,” which plays an important pait m voice 



Syrinx of a Magpie, showing the 2>iacromyodian attachment of the intrinsic 
muscles at the ends of the bronchial semi-rings The left-hand figure w a side 
view and the right-hand figure a dorsal view of the syrinx The membranous 
parts between tue bronchial semi-rings and the internal tyinpftmform membrane 
are dotted , U, HI are the second and third bronchial semi-rings , 27 1 , the 
internal tympamforxn membrane , rt, the muscle from the side of the trachea 
to the upper end of the clavicle , 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, C, the syringed muscles , there 
is a 7tli, wbieh is hidden by the 6th , the 4tli ss hidden below and between the 
1st, 2nd, and 3rd 

1 production At the junction of the bronchi with the trachea is a 

lony bar— -the (S pessulus ** This supports a thm fold of mem- 
brane whose free edge cuts across the bottom of the dice-shaped 
box of the tiacheal tube. By its vibrations it nets like the ft free 
reed ” of an organ-pipe. Muscular lips extending from the 
inner surfaces of bronchial semi-ring III narrow the aperture on 
either side of the “reed** daring the production of the “ voice” 
or «*ong, and thus complete the mechanism of voice production 
In the Tracheal syrinx a variable number of the lower tracheal 
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Tings are reduced m thickness, lending wide spaces filled by mem- 
brane The range of sounds pioduced by this modification is 
much moie limited than in the Tracheo biom.li ml -3 mix 

Tn the Bronchial syrinx the voice is pioduced by modifiiatioa 
of the biouchi But as this t3 pe does not oetut among the 
Basset es, its description may be deFeried 

It is not the puipose of this survey to pass m review all the 
anatomic il characteis which have been used as aids to the classifi- 
cation of tins difficult Group, but rather to afford a concise summary 
of such as aie regarded to-day ns of impottance 



Sketch showing the arrangement of the deep plantar tendons m a 
passerine bird (From P Z S 1876. p 347 ) 

After the syrinx, systematists seem to hate lelied most upon 
the plantar tendons of the foot Sometimes, indeed, too much 
reliance seems to have been placed upon these , that is to say, a 
too arbitrary use has been made ot the evidence thev affoid 

Of these tendons two only are specially recognized m this con- 
nexion These are the Flexor profundus cfzgztorum and the Flexot 
longus Jiallucis The first named arises from the gi eater part ot 
the hinder face of the fibula and tibia, beneath all the other 
flexors, and at the mtertarsal joint passes into a tendon, whn h, 
running thiough a perforation 111 the metatarsal tubeule divides 
just above the distal end of the tarso-metatarsus, sending a slip 
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to each fiont ioe J?lie Flexor longue JuiVueis arises iiom the 
oulei condole of the feimu and from fhe mtei condylar region. 
Jt accompanies, and is closely associated with, the I'l pt ofunaus 
thioughout its whole length Passing also into the tendinous 
condition at the mtertaisul joint, it ciosses the FI ptofunthts 
tendon m*ai its middle, irom behind and iiom without inwards 
to be inserted on the teiinmal phalanx of the hind toe 
This, at least, is what obtains m all the Passeies saie the 
JSut i/I cem tder, where the hallucts tendon anchois itself to the 
pt of undue tendon at the point whete the two tendons cioss, 
by a number of tendinous fibres, to foira wliat is Known as a 
44 Miiculum ” No less than eight diffeient modes of anchoiage 
between these two tendons aie lecogmsed. The tvpical Passeri- 
torm type is No VII of this senes, that of the JSut r/Iccmidea is 
No 1 

Nitzsch, in hung the foundations of the study of the pterj losis, 
opened up a field of great pioimse, which, so far, lias only very 
pai tially been explored by systematise The attempt to use the 
number of the remiges as a factor m the subdivision of the Passeres 
has onlv lesulted in the formulation of a lest -which is based on 
erroi Thus, m the pieiious edition of tins work an attempt 
was made to fram two Gioups of Passeies, the one displaying 9, 
the other 10 primal les. This was unfortunate, since all the 
to called “ 9-pnuuuicd ” Passeies possess 10 zennges, while many 
ol the so-called ** 10-primaried ” Passeres possess 11 remigpo 
The enor lias arisen fioin a failure to distinguish vestigial quills 
and their coveits In the 44 9-primaried ” Passeies the 10Lh may 
be i educed to the vanishing point 'Wlieie the 10th primary is 
conspicuously long, as in the Coi vidro, the lllh will be found as 
a “ leimde,” 1 cm or raoie in length Beating these facts in 
mind, tlieie can be no objection, foi the sake of convenience, 
to the continued use of the division into 9-piitnaned and 1 0- pri- 
mal it*d wings, the lenncle being m boLh cases a negligible 
quantity 

iso far, untoitunately. Ornithologists have made no moie use of 
pteiy losis than this numbering ot the wing and tail-featlieis 
A. vast amount oi woik lias yet to be done, in investigating 
the pteiylosis of the trunk, for the «-ahe of the evidence it will 
unquestionably furnish as to the relationship of forms whose 
affinities can at the present be no moie than guessed at The 
ihiufte, Ampelidcc, Ot lolxdae afford cases m point True, we 
cannot discovei this evidence by a study of the pteiylosis alone — 
the osteology and myology of these purzles must also be taken 
into account — but we shall have made great strides when this 
ptei yological w ork lias been thoroughly done. It is to be hoped 
that those who use these volumes will endeavour to take up this 
much neglected woik. 

The juvenile or ** nestling” plumage of the Passei es affords i ery 
valuable data to the systematise In the last edition of this 
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\ioik it was pointed out that the juieniie plumage of the 
“ lO'pnmaned ” Pass ere s seemed to consist of fi\ e type-* ** In 
the first the nestling lesembles the adult female , m the second 
the nestling resembles the adult female but is nioie buglifcly 
coloured and geneially suffused with 3'eIIow , in tbe tlmd the 
nestling is cross-ban eel ; m the touith it is st leaked , in the fifth 
and last mottled 01 squamated '* 

These divisions of the Passeies seem to be of great impoitauce 
and have been adopted 111 this edition with but very minor 
modifications 

The whole system of classification heie accepted is meielv juo- 
visional and does not, and cannot, pretend to he final, but it is 
hoped that it will provide a sound basis upon which future 
Ornithologists can work No classification will be found upon 
which there is universal agreement. Many Ornithologists hold 
that, whilst it is sound science to split species acl infinitum, it is 
equally unscientific to use the same arguments for splitting 
genera and families I have considered classification puiely as .1 
means to an end — 1 e to enable the student to recognise an v bud 
whose name and position he desires to ascertain It *• lumping** 
wifi assist him in this, I have amalgamated geneia and families , 
hut if lumping, by creating huge, unw leldy families, will lead to 
his confusion, I have split them so as to lender his woik easier 
and quieter -Each Oidei will be dealt with m turn as it is 
reached 111 the succeeding \ol nines 


A 


a 


Scheme of Tndztm Passe* me Famiftes 

(Diacrqmyodi ) Svrragial muscles of the si um 
inserted on the ends of the bronchial semi-nngs 
-The edges of the mandibles nei er seriated though 
sometimes notched 

“on-tubulni and not bifid 01 tufted 
«- 'J he hmdei pai t of the taisus longitudinally 


n 3 IVing with ten primaries, the 11 th too 
minute to he seen 

«* Nostrils deal of the line of the foie- 
JiBftd And neaier the co m luissnre thmi 
the culmen 

«* Plumage of the nestling like that of 
the adult female, but dullei and 
sometimes duiker 

«* Nostrils completely hidden by 
__ feathers or bristles 
eT‘ Fust pumnry exceeding half 
the second 111 length , plumage 
glossy and firm , ^ 

o~ Pirst pmuaiy less than half 
*»3cond 

c~ Pxist pnmniy exceeding half 
second , plumage lax and soft 


Corvidas 

Pandas 

Paradoxorm- 


thidas 
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b r Nostrils bare or merely ovei- 
hung by bairs or plumelets 
d r Hictal bi istles atwaj s present 
«**. Inner and bind toe very un- 
equal Sittidss 

b"* Innoi and bind toe equal 
s’ Wing lounded, tarsus long 

and strong 1 . . Ttmahidse 

b‘> Wing more pointed, tarsus 

less strong and long Pycnoaotidae, 

t? Hictal bristles absent 

<P Tail-feathers stiff and pointed Oerthndss. 
d* Tail-feathers soLtand rounded TroglodytidaB. 
b\ Plumage of nestling mottled or 
squamated 

c* Nostrils not covered by any hairs 
fi Hictal bristles absent (bncbda. 

ip Hictal bristles present . Tordida 

(P. Nostrils more 01 less covered by 

hairs Muscicapidse. 

d® Plumage of nestling cross-barred 
e® Folded wings not reaching beyond 
middle of tail 

A 7 Shafts of rump-feathers soft Laiinda 

t 7 Shafts of rump-feathers spinous Campephagidse . 
/• Folded wings leaching to tip of 

tail . . , Artanudss 

d® Plumage of nestlmg spotted with 

white Dicroxidas 

e' Plumage of nestling like the adults, 

but brighter Sylvudas 

/* Plumage of nestling like the adults, 

but p.iler Reguhd® 

t/ 8 Plumage of nestling streaked 
y®. Hictal bustles present 

i " 7 Nostrils covered with bans Iremdae 

" Nostrils quite exposed 
e Fust pumary at least half 

length of second Onohd® 

/■* Fust primary less than half 

second Eolabetidse. 

ft ■ Without rictal bristles Stunuda 

IA Nostrils pierced, paitly within line of 
foreheaoL and nearer culmen than 
commissure - . ... Floceidae 

A* Wing with nine primaries, the 10th 
obsolete 

c* Bill donical, pointed Snd entire, tbe 
longest secondaries reaching to a 
point midway between the middle 
and top ot wing Fnngillidaa 

<7®. Bill long, slendei and notched, the 
longest secondaries leaching almost 
to tap of wing . MotaciUidse 

e* Bill flat, broad and nutched,the longest 
secondaries leaching to the middle 
of wing HjumnduudaB. 
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b- The hinder part of the tarsus transversely 
scutellated 
4*. Tongue tubular 

c x Tongue bifid, mth email brushes at tip 
c 9 Plumnge not metallic 

d 3 Plumage more or less metallic ... 

The edges of the mandibles finely serrated on 
the terminal third of their edges 


Alaudida 

Nectammdae 

Zosteropids 

Chalcopamds 

Dicseids 


B (Anisomtodi ) Sjnngiol muscles inserted either 
in the middle, or on the dorsil or ventral end** of 
the bronchial semi-rings 

e Flexor longue hallttcts and Flex. or prqftmdue 

dtgttorum not united with a vinculum . . . Fittidse 

d Flexroi longue hallucie and Flexror profundus 
dtgttorum joined near the centre with a vin- 
culum Emylaemida 


TOI. I. 
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Fig 1 — Uronasa m occtptialtts 


Family COKVID^E. 

The intrinsic muscles of the syrinx fixed to the ends of the 
bronchial semi-rings. The edges of both mandibles smooth, or 
the upper one simply notched y binder aspect of tarsus smooth, 
composed of two entire longitudinal laminse $ wmg with ten 
primaries >f tongue non-tubular ; nostrils clear of the line of 
forehead, the lower edge of the nosrni generally nearer to the 
commissure than the upper edge is to the oulmen ; plumage of 
the nestling like that ot the adult but paler ; nostrils bidden by 
feathers and bristles ; rectrices twelve , sexes absolutely alike , 
an autumn moult only. 

In this family the first primary is long, exceeding half the 
length of the second, whilst the bill exceeds its depth in length. 

It contains the Grows, Magpies, Jays, Nutcrackers, and 
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Ohoughs All species are resident: within the limits of this "work 
except the Book and the Hooded Crow, which me winter visitors 
to the North and North-West. Their summer quarters aie, how - 
ever, not far off and their migrations are only partial and local 
The members of the genera Oorvus, or the true Cions, JPtca, 
the Magpies, Nuctft aga, the Nutcrackers, and Pyt i hocoi ccx, the 
Choughs, are birds of wide distribution but the members of tne 
other genera are nearly all restricted to small areas. 

The Gorvtdce vary a good deal xnter se in structure and liabit 
Xu one or two genera the nostiils are not so completely hidden 
by bristles as in the typical Ciow. The majority feed completely 
on the ground, otheis are strictly arboreal. They all agree iu 
laying four or five spotted eggs except certain species of the 
genus JPodoces , which lay white eggs m bnnovvs The mode of 
nidification of the remaining genera lanes greatlv, some 
species breeding in holes of trees and cliffs, the otheis, the 
majority, constructing laige nests of sticks and twigs Most of 
them are omnivorous, but some of the smaller ti opical species 
appear to confine their diet to insects. 

The Cormdas, as a family, hare few characteis in common, and 
yet there is no group of birds which is more easily lecognized 


Key to Genet a. 


A. Nostnls distant from forehead about one- 
third length of hill, nanal hnstles rigid and 
straight, reaching to about middle of bill , 
or nctal hustles and feathers of face absent 
a Tail much shorter than wing 
b Tail much longei than wrag 
B Nostnls distant fiom forehead less than one- 
quarter length of hill, natial bustles or 
flumes shoit, nevei reaching to middle of 

c Tail pie ally graduated, outer feathers less 
than half length of tail 
a* Middle tail-feathers uniformly wide 
thiouphout or widening gradually to- 
wards tip 

o" Bill red or yellow 

o'" Tail nioie than twice length of 
wine ... ..... 

b Tail less than, twice length of 
vnng - .... ' 

h n Bill black 

b' Middle tail-feathers suddenly broadening 
towards tip . . . ... 

Tail not much graduated, outer feathers 
moie than half length of tail 
c' Gi nduH-tion of closed tail less than length 
of tarsus , nctal bristles extremely 
long . - , 

I 


Corvtts, n 20 
Pica, p 37. 


TTbocibsa, p 40 

Cibsa, p 45 
Dendbocitta, p 47 

Gbttsikh in a, p. 56 


PtATZSUUBUS, p 58. 
c2 
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d' Graduation of tail more than length of 
tarsus , nctol bristles moderate or 
obsolete 

c" Nostrils nearer edge of culmen than 
to lower edge of upper mandible 
c'" Bill about half length ot head, 
deep and notched 

d , n Bill about same length as head, 

slender- and not notched 
il" Nostrils nearer lower edge of upper 
mandible than to culmen. 

e , n Wings long, falling short of the tip 

of the tail by less than length of 
tarsus . . . . 

Wings short, falling short of the 
tip of the tail by more than length 
ot tarsus • «««•«. 


Gaheclts, p 69 
Nucitraga, p 66 


PriniEOCOB ax, p 69. 


PonocKS, p 71 


Genus CORVUS Linn., 1766. 

The genus Oorvus contains the Havens, Crons, Hooks and 
Jackdaws. Seven species are found in India, several of which are 
divisible into well-marked geographical races, some of which were 
ranked by Oates as species whilst others equally easily differen- 
tiated weie altogether ignored Of the seven species some are 
widely distributed and well known to all, and others are confined 
to the Himalayas and the north-west portion of the Empire 

Oorvus has the plumage black throughout or nearly through- 
out, and may be recognized by the position of the nostrils, which 
are placed far forward, about one-third the length of the bill from 
the forehead, and are entirely concealed trom view by a multitude 
ot very stiff, straight bristles that Teach the middle of the bill 
In these characters this genus agiees with the Magpies; but 
the latter may be separated by the length of the tail, which is 
very much longer Than the wing, and the shape ot the first 
primary, which is figured on p 37. 

The Crows are with two exceptions resident, the other two 
being only winter visitors. 

The Book forms a partial exception to the general chaiacters 
given above for determining 06? mis TTp to nine months of age 
it has the ordinary stiff bristles over the nostrils, but at that .ige 
ft casts them all off, as well as the feathers on the front part of 
the head. Its appearance m this state is well depicted m the 
figure of the head given on p 31. 

Key to Species 

A Size large, wing always over 380 mm . . . . C ctnai, p 21 

B Sire sandier, wing alwavs under 380 mm 

a Crown and neck concolorous or nearly so , 

a ' Lower plumage with little crlo«s,and this 
blue or green , bill stout, face feathered 
m adults 
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a” Plumage intensely black, featlieis of 
hind neck firm and glossy with 
glistening shafts 

4" Plumage not so black, featlieis of hind 
neck soft and decomposed with in- 
conspicuous shafts 

b' Lowei plumage intensely glossed with 
blue and purple, bill slendei, face of 
adults bare 

h Hind neck giey or ashy, contrasting with 
black crown 

c* Wing exceeding 300 mm 

d' W mg never ns much ns 300 mm 

c" Ohm and throat deep black contiasting 
with breast . , 

d ’ Ohm and tlnoat giey like bieast 


C cot one, p 24 

C. cot onotdcs, p 25 

C ftuyilegus , p 30 

C cot n ix , p. 32 

C. splettdens , p 32 
C ntonedula , p 36 


Corvus corax. 


ATey to Subspecies. 

A Plumage glossy black, the brown tint if 
present almost imperceptible 
a. Wing averaging about 420 mm Bill about 

71 mm Thi oab-bacldes short C c lam cticei, p 21 

b Wing a\ eraging about 600 mm Bill about 

81 mm. Xhroat-hackles long C c tibetanus, p 23 

B Plumage \ery biown on neck, upper back and 

scapulais . . C c » iificollis , p 23 


(i) Corvus corax laurencei. 

The Puitjab Eateit. 

Gat otts laut encei Hume, Loh to Yarlc , p 236 (1 873) (Punjab). 

Got oies cot o.i IS lan f & Oates, i, p 14 (1889) 

Vernacular names. The European Raven , JDoniJcaJc, Do da 
(Hind, in the N *W.) , JB Zargh (Candahar). 

3>escription. Entirely black, glossed with steel-blue, puiple 
and hlac , the throat-hackles short and not very conspicuous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris biown , bill and legs shining black 

JHCeasurements Length from about GOD to 620 mm ; m mg 
fiom 400 to 440 mm ; tail about 240 mm ; taisus about 60 mm ; 
cuiraen about 64 min to 75 mm 

Distribution Punjab, Bomba}', United Provinces and N.W. 
Provinces, and a iare stragglei into Kashmir and Central India. 
It occurs also in Sind, but iu the JTE of that province the 
Brown-necked Enien takes its place 

Outside oE India the Punjab Haven is found thiough Baluchis- 
tan, S. Persia, Mesopotamia, Southern Asia 3£mor and .Northern 
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Palestine It is not easy to separate the breeding ranges of 
ruficoTUs and laurencei , bat the former appears to be essentially a 
bird of deserts and bare hills whilst the Punjab Haven is more 
a bird of wooded country, though both are great wanderers and 
overlap one another constantly in their non-breeding haunts 

Nidification. This Haven makes a large nest of sticks, sometimes 
lined with a little wool, leaves or smaller, softer twigs and places 
it near the top of a tree either m the open or in thin forest. The 
eggs number from four to six, generally four or five and are a 
pale bine-green marked with deep brown and with underlying 
marks of pale grey and neutral tint. The markings are usually 
thickly distributed over the whole surface bat ate sometimes 
bolder and blacker and more sparse, xpaking the eggs very hand- 
some in appearance. They are typically rather long ovals They 
a\ erage about 50 7 x 33 6 mm The breeding season is from 
the end of Decembei to eaily March 



Pig 2 * — A throat-hackle of the Haven of Sikkim (a) and of the 

Haven of the Punjab (b) 


Habits The Punjab Haven is a very bold, confiding bird and 
has all the habits of the Common Crow, attending camps and 
villages and going about without fear but with, the wanness of 
bis tribe Hume has noticed how a large number of Havens die 
annually m the autumn on their first arrival in Sind from no 
apparent cause. This form of Haven will not be found far 
from trees m the breeding season, nor does it haunt hills and 
mountains of any great elevation, though it has been found at 
about 6,000 feet m the Simla Hills by Mr. P. Dodsworth. 
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(2) Corvns corax tibetanns. 

The Tibet Eatex 

Cot vus tibetanus ITodgs , Ann Mag N H, (2) in, p 203 ( 1 8403 
(Tibet; 

Cot vus cot a i Blanf & Oates, i, p 14 

Vernacular names. The Tibet Haven, Jeid , JS r eLa-tuak (Tibetan). 

Description A much bigger, moie powerful bud than the 
Punjab Haven, with a bigger bill and the lanceolate hackles of the 
throat much longer and more pointed than m that bird 

Measurements \Ving from about 480 to 530 mm , nearly 
always between 490 and 510 mm Culmen about 80 mm and 
running up to 85 mm 

Distribution The Himalayas from Kashmir to Eastern Tibet, 
including Sikkim, Bhutan and the lulls north of the Brahmaputia 
in Assam 

Kidification The breeding season of this fine Haven appears to 
be fiom early March to the middle of April and the eggs are 
generally laid whilst the whole countiy is still under snow Xt 
appears to nest both in cliffs and in stunted trees and is not un- 
common on the great G-yantse Plateau at 12,000 to 14,000 feet, 
nesting on the willows and thorn-tiees Mandelh also took its , 
nest in Sikkim. The eggs number three to five m a clutch and 
taken as a senes ai every different from those of either Ic&nencez oi 
rttficollts In general colour they are very dull, brown eggs , the 
giound-colour is much less blue oi green-blue and the mai kings 
are more numerous, yet smaller and less bold in character. 

Twenty eggs average 49 0 x 35 6 mm. A broader, bigger egg 
than that laid by either of oui other Indian Havens, though we 
have but feu to judge fiom. 

Habits The Tibet Haven is a bird of lofty regions, being met 
w ith np to 18,000 feet in the summer and seldom below 9,000 feet 
even in mid- winter. Its note is said to be a harsher, deeper croak 
than that of the Punjab Haven, and over most of its lange it is a 
much shyer, wilder bird, though, it is said to haunt the vicinity of 
villages m Tibet It was also reported as common all along the 
route taken by the Military Expedition to Xihassa, frequenting 
the camps, feeding on the animals that died on the march and 
acting as regulni scavengers 

(3) Corvns corax mficollis. 

Tub Bboivx-xecked Haven - . 

Cot vus t itficollts Lesson, TraitiS d’Om , p 829 (1881) (Africa) 

Cot vus ttmbt mus Blanf & Oates, i, p J5 

Vernacular names Hone recorded. 

Description Differs from other Indian forms of Haven m 



CQBTZDJE. 


being a much browner bird m general coloration, more especially 
so on the neck and shoulders* The neck-hackles are even shorter 
than in laurencet and it is rather smaller also than either o£ the 
previous forms. ' 

measurements. Wing about 400 mm. and ranging between 
380 and 420 mm. The bill in the Indian form is also more 
slender than it is m either the Tibet or Punjab Raven 

Distribution . Sind, Baluchistan, S. Persia, Palestine and 
1ST Africa to Abyssinia. 



Kg S — A throat-hackle of C e ruficollts 

Hidification The Brown-necked Raven builds in. cliffs or nver 
banks throughout its whole area. In Baluchistan it apparently 
occasionally breeds in the rocky sides of the steeper and more 
broken gorges and cliffs In South Palestine it breeds m great 
numbers in the nver banks or m the many precipitous ravines 
m that country and the little that Is on record concerning its 
breeding elsewhere agrees with this It usually lays fonr eggs, 
often three only and sometimes five CoL R. Mein ertzhagen 
took a fine senes of the eggs near Jerusalem. They are very 
small and can hardly be distinguished from those of a Carrion- 
Crow but they are rather poorly marked on the whole, less brown 
than those of the Tibet Raven but much less nchly coloured than 
those of the Punjab Raven. They measure about 45 0 x 31*5 mm. 
The breeding season in Palestine seems to commence m early 
March, but ra Baluchistan they lay m December and January. 

Habits This is essentially a bird of the desert or of rocky 
barren coasts and bills and wherever such are intersected by cul- 
tivated or better forested areas the Punjab Raven or some other 
form takes its place It is a more companionable bird than either 
of its Indian relations and where it is most numeions several pairs 
may be seen consorting together. 

Meraertzhagen, who has recently examined a mass of material, 
is unable to detect any characters by which umbrvnus of India 
to Palestine can be separated from ru4eoZlts of, Africa. 

(4) Corvns corone orientalis. 

The Eastern" Carrion-Crow. 

Corirus onentahs Eversxn., Add Pall Zoogr, n, p. 7 (1841) 
(Bucbtaxma). 

Cot vtts corone Blanf Sc Oates, i, p. 16 
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Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description The whole plumage very gloss v black, the feathers 
of the hind neck film and with glistening shafts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown , legs and bill shining black. 

Measurements. Xiength about 500 mm. ; wing about 330 to 
350 mm. , tail about 190 mm , culmen about 58 to 60 mm. ; 
tarsus about the same. 

The Eastern Carrion-Crow differs from the Common Carrion- 
Crow in being decidedly biggei , a more glossy &Zus-black in colour 
and in ha\ ing the outer tail-feathers more graduated. 

Distribution Siberia from the Yenesei to Japan, south to 
Central Asia, Afghanistan, Eastern Persia, Kashmir, Tibet and 
1ST. China. "Whitehead found it common in the Upper Kurrain 
Valley 

KTidification The Eastern Carrion-Crow is lesident where 
found, but within Indian limits very little has been recorded 
about its histoiy It nests m the Kurrain Valley, whence Wlute- 
head sent me eggs, and also in Kashmir, from which State I have 
received others It builds in trees and very often near villages 
or buildings, laying three to five eggs, which cannot be dis- 
tinguished from those of the Common Carrion-Crow. 

Habits The Carnon-Orow is found up to 1,400 feet and higher 
during the hot weather but certainly breeds as low as 5,000 ieet. 
In the winter it descends much lower and it was obtained by 
Magrath at Bannu. Prom its superficial resemblance to the 
Common Jungle-Crow it is possibly often overlooked and it may 
prove to be not uncommon in the plains in the extreme north- 
west of India Tn Kashmir it is not rare but haunts the wilder 
parts of the country, though on the Afghanistan and Baluchistan 
frontier it is, according to Whitehead, generally found in the 
neighbourhood of villages and mankind. 

Its voice is the usual croak of its tribe and its food is as 
omnivorous as that of the western bird. 


Corvns coronoides. 

Tee Jtoghe-Obow 

Our Indum Jungle-Crows have hitherto been known by the 
name of mezct orhynchus, a name which really applies to their 
Javan cousin, but they are merely races of the Australian J^ungle- 
Crow, and must therefoie he known specifically by the name 
cot onoides, though they form several well-defined subspecies 


K. ’ey to Subspecies 

A. Wing about 305 mm , bill about 60 mm . 
B Wing about 290 mm , bill about 56 mm 
C. "Wing about 330 mm 

a Bui about 60 mm , more slendei 
b Bill about 65 mm f more znassn e 


C e levaillanti , p 27 
C c cuhmnatus, p 28 

C c intei me (Juts, p 28 
V c tmdamanensts, p 29 
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A feafcuie winch is also of some use m distinguishing geo- 
graphical races is the colour of the bases of the tenth ers In 
southern birds these me nearly always very daik, m Central Indian 
birds they vary a great deal irom pale dirty white to dnik, w hil st 
m the northern mountain buds when j fully adult they are 
generally pole and often pure white Andaman birds seem 
invariably to have the bases to their featlieis a very puie white, 
and diffei m this lespect from then neatest allies m Assam and 




Bui mn, from which it may be found necessary to separate them , 
they agiee with these, howeiei, in their veiy heavy bills 

As so much of the material foi examination m museums is 
unsexed, it hns been very difficult to draw conclusions from 
measurements It must be remembered, howeier, that females 
on the w hole run smaller than males and certainly have smaller, 
slightei bills Although non-migratory birds and in their wilder 
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haunts keeping to very restricted areas, the races which have 
taken to scavenging cities and villages for food probably travel 
over very wide areas m the non-breeding season and the result of 
this habit is that "w e are often faced with conflicting measurements 
from the same locality. 

It is most noticeable in the geographical races of tbis Crow tbat 
the eggs are more easily differentiated than tbe birds themselves 

(5) Corvns coronoides levaillanti. 

The Ikdia.n J otgle-Crow 

Corvns levatllantz Less , Traits d’Ora , p 328 (1831) (.Bengal) 

Corvus macj ot hynchtts Blanf & Oates, i, p 17 

Vernacular names The Tndtan Corby , the Slender-billed Crow, 
Jerdon , JJhcii or Uhal-Ha iucl (Hindi m the North); Karnal (Hindi) ; 
Dad-Kawa , Jktnglt-JSTawa (Bengali) 

Description Upper plumage glossy black, except the hind 
neck and sides of neck, w hich are almost glossless, and ot « hicb 
the featheis are disintegrated and silky, not of the intense black 
of the other paits, and with the shafts not conspicuously different 
from the webs 

Colours of soft parts. Ins brown, or very dark almost black- 
brown ; legs, feet and bill black. 

measurements Length from about 430 to 510 mm. (about 
17 to 20 inches), tail about 170 to 200 mm ; wing about 
304 mm , hut varying from about 290 to 330 mm ; culiuen 
about 60 mm. 

Distribution The Common Indian Jungle -Crow extends over 
the whole of India south of the Himalayas, as fai South as the 
Deccan and on the JSast to about the latitude of the Madras 
Presidency. To the North-east it is found up to the Bay of 
Bengal, but east of the Brahmaputra its place is taken by the 
Burmese form. 

Hidification. The breeding season of this race- of Jungle- 
Crow over the greater portion of its habitat is fiom the middle of 
December to the middle of January but m the north-eastern 
portion of its range, such as Behar, Oudh, etc , it appears to lay 
m March and April. The nest is a veiy w ell-made neat cup of 
small and pliant twigs, much and compactly intermixed with 
leaves, moss, etc , and well lined with hair, grass or wool. It is 
generally placed high up in some tree away from villages and 
towns but may occasionally also be found building right inside the 
streets of big cities. 

The eggs number four or five, rarely six, and are quite typical 
Crows' eggs, but, compared with those of the hill races, are much 
smaller and much paler m general tint. In shape also they 
average longer in proportion. One hundred eggs average 39 6 x 
28 9 mm. 
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Habits Normally the Jungle-Crow is, as its name implies, a 
bird of the forests and jungles rathei than of cities and ciyxliza- 
tion at the same time this particular lace has taken to emulating 
the Indian House-Crow m haunting the abodes of men and, e\en 
where it still keeps to the jungles, general! v selects places within 
easy distance of some village, possibly for the sake of the food it 
is able to scavenge from it It is not nearly so gregarious as 
the House-Crow, and, except in the towns, each pair has its own 
special territory, from which it excludes all others of its own kind 

(6) Corvus coronoides culminatus. 

Tub Souxheqsi Junqlb-Chow 

Cot vus cultntnaius Sykes, P Z S , 1839, p 96 (Deccan) 

Cot vus mact ot ht/nchtts Blanf & Oates, l, p 17 

Vernacular names. JDhci i-7i.aA.vn (ITmd South), KaTci (Telega) , 
JKa.du-Ka.7ca (Tel Tiaiancore), JKaika (Tamil), Goyeganima JKJdKa 
(Ceylon) 

Description Only differs from the pienous bird in being 
smaller, with generally a smaller, inoie slender bill and in having 
the bases to the feathers nearly always dark m the adult as in the 
young 

Colours of soft parts as m levatllanlt 

Measurements Wing from 272 to 305 inm , in one case 
only 319 (possibly a wanderer), and averaging about 291 ram 
Culmen about 55 to 56 mm 

Distribution India in the Madras Presidency southwards, 
the Deccan and south through Malabai aud Travancoie to the 
south of Ceylou 

Nidification In the northern portion of its habitat this Ciow 
breeds in December to Pebiuary, but in Ceylon it breeds in June 
and July, though possibly in other months also The nest is 
similar to that of the Common Indian Jungle-Crow, but the 
60 eggs available foi measuiement aieiage only 38 0x28 1 mm 
In colour they seem to be uchei and darkei than those of the 
noithern bird and to be ot a stout ei, shorter oval 

Habits Similar to those of the othei laces, but it is peihaps 
more really a jangle bud than is levailiantt In Ceylon it is said 
( Wait) to keep much to the coastal aieas, which are well forested 

(7) Corvus coronoides intermedins. 

Tub H 1 aiAi.AiA. 3 r Jubgi/e-Obow 

Cot vus uitet medttts Adams, P Z S , 18o9, p 171 (Kashmir) 1 

Cot vus mact ot hyndhtts Blanf & Oates, l, p 17 

Vernacular names Ulakjpho (Iiepcha) , UlaL (JBhutea) 

Description. A iery laige hud with a bill little if anything 
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larger than that of the Northern Indian race In adults the 
bases of the feathers aie generally pale and m some pure white. 

Colours of soft parts as m levazllanti 

Measurements Wing averaging over 330 mm and running 
up to as much as 368 in two birds, one liom Simla and one from 
Sikkim 

If birds from only the higher portions of their habitat were 
taken, the wing average w ould probably be well ovei 340 mm , but 
the average is gieatly decreased by late summer birds, which m.iy 
well be usitois from the plains wandeiiug into the bills alter 
bieedmg Thus both in IVIurree and Musaoone individuals occur 
with wings ot about 290 mm and there is a specimen in the 
Butish Museum from Grilgit with a wing of only 2S5 mm. 

Distribution The Himalayas fi om Afghanistan to Bhutan 
and 7 Dafla Hills. 

Nidification This form is essentially a jungle-breeder, though 
it may place its nest m forest not far lrom habitations Bound 
about Simla the deodar is a favourite nesting site, tlie nest being 
placed very high up and even bettei and more compactly built than 
that of the plains’ birds The clutch is bigger also, five being not 
uncommon and si\ sometimes met with. The eggs a\ ernge 
44 S x 30 O mm and aie much more richly and bughtly coloured 
than aie the eggs of the plains* buds The breeding season lasts 
fioin the middle of Maich to the end of May 

Habits The Himalayan Jungle-Crow is found fiom the foot- 
hills up to at least 10,000 feet, though it may not be common at 
this elevation Buds from the hot country below" 1,000 oi even 
2,000 feet elevation are intermediate between the plains and the 
mountain loims and cannot be correctly assigned to eithei 
This is, of course the case in intermediate aieas between 
geogiophical races ot all species 

The Himalayan bird is not so much addicted to haunting the 
•\icmity of human habitations ns is the Common Jungle-Ciow and 
pairs may be found inhabiting stretches of forest iar fiom any 
camp oi village Its voice is notably louder and deeper than 
that of the plains* bird > 

(S) Corvus coronoides andamanensis. 

Tub Andaman Juaruus-Citow, 

Coi ms andamanensis Tytlei, Beavnn, Ibis, 1866, p 420 (Pt Blau, 
Andamans) 

Coj bus mact oi ht/nchus Blanf & Oates, i, p 17 

'Vernacular names JBCaAsoi a% 3 Jitnqla JSjalc-soi az (Assamese) . 
JETaqi am Dao-7^a (Cachari) , Tnrut-Jsak (Kacha Naga) ; Vo-kal L 
(Kuki) , jTaiv-c7icffan (Burmese) , EiwaTs (Siamese). 
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Description ThNs race is distinguished fiom the Himalayan 
bird by its long, \ery stout bill and from the othei races by its 
greater size 

Measurements Wing about 336 • mm. ; the males run from 
304: to 345 mm and the females from about: 290 to 321 mm. 
The bill is veiy long, never under 58, generally well over 60 and 
running tip to 70 in in , the average being about 65 mm In 
addition, to its length it is stoutei and heaviei than m any other 
form 1 

Distribution Andamans, Assam, Burma, and North and 
"West Siam I cannot find any satisfactory character which 
suffices to sepaiate the Andaman birds from the others In -all 
the island adults the bases to the feathers are very pure white, 
wheieas in the Assam and Burmese buds they range fiom almost 
pure black to more than equally pure white. .Northern birds 
have more white than southern, but even this is only a question 
of degree m average. > 

Nidiflcation In Assam and K - Burma almost entirely a 
3 ungle bud, in Central and Bower Burma ltfiequents the neigh- 
bom hood of human habitations more freely, occasionally building its 
nest m towns and villages The nest is the neatest and best built 
of any made by Crows, and 1 have seen specimens made entnely 
of moss and moss roots and so neatly lined with hair and fur that 
they would have been a credit to any bird aichitect The eggs 
number four to six and differ from those of mtermeeltxts in being 
duller, browner and darker m their general tint and being some- 
what broader in proportion to their length They a vex age 
431x316 mm In Assam and Upper Burma the bleeding 
season is duung Apul and May but iu Bower Burma and Siam 
January and February are the laying months 

Habits These do not differ from, those of the other Jungle- 
Crovi s, but over a consideiable portion of their northern range 
they are shy, letuing birds, generally frequenting heavy forest 
and never scavenging round about villages Bach pair has its 
own territory over which it hunts and in the breeding season it 
is most destructive to other birds* eggs and young It ascends 
the hills up to some 6,000 feet but is not common above this 
height, though it wanders up to 8,000 or even 9,000 feet It occuis 
all over the plains except, perhaps, m the driest portions of 
Central Burma. 


(9) Corvns frngilegns ischusii. 

T un Eastern Book 

Ctoruus Jrwu/tMegua fschustt Harteit, Vbg PaJ , i, p 14 (1903) (Gilgit) 
Counts ftuyHegu8 Blftnf & Oates, i, p 18 

Vernacular names None recorded 


/ 
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Description Tiie whole plumage black , the head, neck and 
lcm ei plumage richly glossed with purplish blue, the upper 
plumage with % lolet-pur pie , the base of the bill and lace without 
any feathers and showing up vi hite 

The Eastern race differs from the typical bird m being smaller 
and especially in having a smaller, moie slender bill 

Colouxs of soft parts. Bill and feet black, iris deep bi own, 
facial skin white. 

Measurements. Total length about -480 mm oi less , wing 
about 300 mm , tail about 160 mm , culmen 52 to 60 mm 

The Nestling- is without any gloss at first, but quickly assumes 
it Until about 10 to 12 months old the face is fully feathered , 
the na«=al bustles aie then cast, and by the time t he b ird is a year 
old the face is entnely denuded of feathers Whitehead says 
that the Eastern ioim does not shed its facial featheis until 
Apnl or until it is practically a year old. 



fig 6 — Head of C f tech uei i 


N ldific ation The Eastern Book breeds iu Persia, Turkestan 
and N oi th-AV est Sibena, and probably X<adakb A nest taken for 
me by a native collector was built on a small tree axld contained 
three eggs, similar to those of the Common Hook aud measuimg 
34 O x 26 O ; 33 6 x 25 9 , and 34-1 x 25 O mm. The female was 
shot on the nest 

i 

Habits The Eastern Hook is a very common winter visitor to 
the North-West Himalayas and occasionally wanders into the 
plains, having been killed at Abbottabad Whitehead and 
Magrafck leport it as visiting Kohnt in enormous numbers. The 
Hook frequents the better cultivated parts of the country and 
feeds in ploughed and gt ass-covered land s o n. worms, snails, grubs 
and giasslioppers, etc In Europe the 'Western form bieeds in 
large societies but theie is little on record about the Eastern 
form 
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(10) Corvns comiz sharpii 

The Eabxebit Hooded Ceow 

CorvttB shatjm Oates, Avifauna of IB I , i, p 30 (1889) (Siberia) 

Cor vug corntx Blanf. & Oates, i p 19 

Vernacular names Hone recorded 

Description. .Entire bead and neck, the cential p'arfc o£ the 
upper breast, the wings, toil and thighs glossy black , remainder of 
the plumage drab-grey , the shafts of the uppei parts black, those 
of the lower brown 

The light parts m the Common Hooded Crow are ashy- giey of 
quite a different tint and the races are easily separable 

Colours of soft parts. Legs and bill black , lr ides dark brown 
measurements Total length about 480 mm. , wing about 
320 to 340 mm. ; tail about 200 mm. , culmen 47 to 54 mm , 
tnrsus about 55 mm 

Distribution Breeding in West Siberia, Turkestan and 
Afghanistan, and migrating south to the extreme noith-west of 
India, Punjab, Grilgifc and the North- West Eroutiei Bare visitor 
to Kashmir, where Mr T B. Xavesey records seeing it ; this was 
on Jan 10th near the Hokra JheeJ The birds of SE Persia 
seem to be nearer to this race than to O e. capellan-us 

Nidification Mr A J. Currie obtained what he considered 
to be this form of Hooded Crow breeding m gieat numbers m 
and about Berman, S B Persia, at considerable elevations The, 
nests were ofc sticks, twigs, roots, etc , lined with somevi hat finei 
material and placed m trees both ei ergreen and deciduous The 
eggs number torn or five and aie laid m early April. They aie 
quite indistinguishable from those of the Common Hooded Crow 
and measure about 42*2 x 29 6 mm They vaiy in coloration 
to the same extent as all Crows' eggs do 

Habits The Hooded Ciow has much the same habits as tbe 
Cainon-Ciow, being shy and frequenting the more barren paifs 
of the countiies it inhabits. In addition to eating the usual tood 
of its ally, it is said to feed on grain and to be found m fields 
searching the ground like the Book 

A common winter visitor to the extreme North-west of India 
This form ot Hooded Crow as well as the .European form 
seems to interbreed freely over part of then northern habitat with 
the Carrion -Cr o w 


^ Corvns splendens. 

\ Key to Subspecies, 

A Difference between grey and black portion 

of plumage well denned . C. s splendens > p 88 

B Pale portions of plumage very pale conta ast- 

ing strongly with dark .... • •• C, s sttgtnuyen t p. S* 
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C Contrast between pale and. dark plumage 

very slight and ill-defined Cl s tnsolms, p 34 

D Contrast between pale and dark plumage 

slight, yet easy to define .... C s protegatus , p 36. 

(11) Corvus splendens splendens. 

Tax: Common Ind ian - Hoube-Obow. 

Corvus splendens Vieill , Nout Diet d’JEList. Nat , vin, p 44 (1817) 
(Bengal) , Blanf & Oates, i, p 20 

Vernacular names Elaxuu , Datz-kawa., Desz-kataar (Hindi m 
various districts), Kaq or Ka%, (Bengali), Myen-JBTwalc ( Manipur) , 
JCdksoi at (Assam) , JVont Das -leak (Cachan) ; Jtfrtncht JETakz (Tel ) , 
JSTalla Act/., a. (Tamil) 

Description [Forehead, crown, lores, cheeks, chin and throat 
deep glossy black , nape, enr-coverLs, the whole head, upper back 
and breast light ashy brown , wings, tail and remainder of upper 
plumage glossy black, lower plumage from the breast dull brown- 
ish black , the feathers of the throat are lanceolate and the whole 
of the black portions of the plumage are highly resplendent with 
purple-blue and greenish reflections. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown , legs and bill black. 

Measurements. [Length about 420 to 440 mm , wing from about 
250 to 275 mm , tail about 170 mm. ; tarsus about 50 mm. and 
culmen 45 mm. 

Distribution The whole of India, except Sind and perhaps the 
extreme north-west, to the extreme south, Astam, Manipur, 
Iiusbai and the north of Arrakan and the Chin Mills. 

BidxfiLcation The breeding season vanes veiy gieatly according 
to locality In the greater part of Bengal and its eastern range 
it breeds in March and April, but m Dacca I found it breeding m 
December, January and again in April and May ; in its north- 
western iange it breeds m May, June and July, and m Assam, 
Manipur and N. Burma m April and MIa\ The nest is a rough 
ft.fia.ir of sticks lined with smaller twigs and other miscellaneous 
softer material, and is placed at all heights in trees, growing in 
and round about cities, towns and villages _ 

The eggs number four or fire or sometimes six, very rarely 
seven Thev are typical Craws* eggs and run through the same 
range of variations as do those of all the Gorvtd.ee The ground is 
any shade of blue-green, and the markings are ot dull reddish and 
brown with secondary markings of grey and neutral tint, usually 
they are small and irregular in shape and are scattered piofusely 
over the w hole egg The average of 100 eggs 1 4 37*2 x 27 mm. 

Habits The Indian Mouse-Crow is one of the most familiar 
birds tbinughout its habitat, whatever race it may belong to 
It haunts human habitations and follows human beings as civiliza- 
tion giadually usurps the place of jungle or forest and whereiei 

vox. i J> 
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man is, there, sooner or later, it will surely be found Probably 
originally purely a plains' bird zt has followed rail and road 
routes into the hills almost everywhere, being now found m hill 
stations at elevations of 6,000 and 7,000 feet or even higher. 
Whitehead says that in. the Kuri am (this is probably zugmayert) 
it remains m the hills all the year round except m \ery set ere 
weather but m most of the higher haunts it is a winter visitor 
only. Jt is one of the boldest, yet one of the most astute of birds, 
and whilst on the one hand it will snatch food from the very 
hands of the Indian servants, a very few shots will keep every 
crow m the neighbourhood out of shot until the gun is put away. 
In many cities and towns they are so numerous as to become an 
actual pest and measures have to be taken to suppress them. 


(12) Corvus splendens zugmayert. 

• 

The Sutd Ho use- Chow. 

Oorvtts zugmayert Laubm , Om Monatsb , xxz. p 93 (1919) (Las 
Bela, S £. Baluchistan) 

Cot vus splendens. JBlanf & Oates, i, p 20 

Vernacular names. JPat-Kawar (Hind.) 

Description Hake C. s splendens, but with the pale parts 
almost white and showing m sharp contrast <to the black. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the Common 
House-Crow. 

Distribution. Baluchistan, Afghanistan, Sind, Mekran const 
and S E Persia as far north as Fno It is common in Kashmir, 
where it breeds, and wanders into the Punjab 

Nidification The breeding season of the Sind House-Crow 
appears to commence m the latter half of Jane as soon as the 
monsoon breaks. It breeds in immense numbers all round and in 
Karachi and as nesting sites are here not too common , for trees 
are comparatively few, many eggs are thrown out of the nest 
during squabbles between the owner of the nest and other crows 
Host and eggs are like those of the other races but the nest is often 
placed on quite low bushes, especially if they are thorny ones 

Sixty eggs collected for me by Cenerol B. Betbam average 
37 5 x 25*8 mm 

Habits. These do not differ from those of the other races. 

(13) Corvus splendens insolens. 

The Bdbmesb House- Oboiv. 

Cot vus insolent Hume, S F, ii, p. 480 (1874) (Tenassenm) ; 

Blanf & Oates, l, p 21. 

Vernacular 2£yeegan, Ohegttn (Burmese). 
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D es criptdon Similar to the Indian. House-Crow, bat with the 
dark parts shading mto the lighter, which are ill-defined and a 
blackish grey. 

Distribution Surma, Siam, Tuonan, Cochin China and the 
north of the Malar Peninsula. Its southern limit is not known, 
but it extends to villages some way south of JVfergui. 

Sirds from Assam, H Chin Sills and N. Arrakan are somewhat 
intermediate as would be expected, but are nearer splendens than 
tnsdlens. Wickham reports that he found the Common Crow at 
Sandoway to be splendens and not the Burmese form. 

Sidification Indistinguishable from that of splendens . One 
hundred eggs aveiage 35 1 X 26 1 mm. 

Habits. In Burma this race takes the place of the Indian bird 
in every way, and is its equal in familiar insolence and crafty care 
for its own safety. 

(14) Corvns splendens protegatns. 

The Cetion Souse- Chow. 

Comma splendens protegatns Madar., On. Monatsb , zii. p. 195 
(1904) (Colombo). 

Comma splendens Blanf & Oates, i, p. 20. 

Vernacular names Monchi JKjafci (Tel ) ; Ncdla JCaJn (Tam.) ; 
JHaran-ICaJci^ JSjaXsum (Ceylon) ; Chraya. (Portuguese in Ceylon). 

Description. Very similar to thso/mx, but the light parts are 
not quite so dark as in that race and are more easily defined fiom 
the black. 

Colours of soft parts as m splendens. 

Measurements A rather smaller bird than splendens , wing 
generally between 220 and 250 mm. , other parts in proportion. 

Distribution. Ceylon only. Specimens from the extreme south 
of Travancore are very dark compared with Northern Tndmn birds, 
but are nearer to those than to the small dark Ceylon subspecies 

Nidification. One hundred eggs collected by Messrs W. E. Wait 
and W. W. A. Phillips average 34 8 X 25 6 mm., and are not dis- 
tinguishable in colour from those of other races. 

Habits. Though neither so numerous' nor so ubiquitous in 
Ceylon as its confreres m other parts, there is no difference to be 
recorded in their habits * 


* Corvns splendens maledevtous Eohw (Win Erg D Tiefaee-Erp , p 356, 
1904) appears to be described from some form of House-Orow imported 
into the Maldives Only a sihgle specimen was obtained It is impossible 
to say what race this bird is, and the name cannot be maintained 

B 2 
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nan is, there, sooner or later, zt will surely be found Probably 
originally purely a plains* bird it has followed rail and road 
routes into the hills almost eveiywhere, being now found m hill 
stations at elevations of 6,000 and 7,000 feet or even higher. 
Whitehead says that m the Surram (this is probably zugmayert) 
it remains in the hills all the year round except m zery set ere 
weather but m most of the higher haunts it is a winter visitor 
only. Zt is one of the boldest, yet one of the most astute of birds, 
and whilst on the one hand it will snatch food from the very 
hands of the Indian servants, a very few shots will keep every 
crow in the neighbourhood out of shot until the gun is put away. 
Xn many cities and towns they are so numerous as to become an 
actual pest and measures have to be taken to suppress them. 


(12) Corvus splendens zugmayeri. 

The Sxsrn House-Crow. 

Corvus zugmayert Laubm , Om Monatsb , xxi, p 93 (1919) (Las 
Bela, SjES. Baluchistan) 

Corvus splendens JBlanf & Oates, i, p 20 

Vernacular names JPat-Kawar (Hind ). 

Description lake C s splendens^ but with the pale parts 
almost white and showing m sharp contrast to the black 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the Common 
House-Crow. 

Distribution. Baluchistan, Afghanistan, Sind, Mekran coast 
and S E Persia as far noitb as JTao It is common m Kashmir, 
where it; breeds, and wanders into the Punjab 

Bidification The breeding season of the Sind House-Grow 
appears to commence m the latter half of Jhne as soon as the 
monsoon breaks. It breeds m immense numbers all round and m 
Karachi and as nesting sites are here not too common, for trees 
are comparatively few, many eggs are thrown out of the nest 
during squabbles between the owner of the nest and other crows. 
Nest ana e gg s are like those of the other races but the nestis often 
placed on quitejow bushes, especially if they are thorny ones. 

Sixty eggs collected for me by General B. Betham average 
37 6 x 25 8 mm. 

Habits. These do not differ from those of the other races. 

i 

(13) Corvus splendens insolens. 

The Burmese House-Orow. 

Cot vus insolens Hume, S F, ji, p 480 (1874) (Tenassenm) , 
jBlanf Sc Oates, i, p 21 

Vernacular names Kyeegan , Chegan (Burmese). 
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Description. Similar to the Indian House-Crow, but with the 
dark parts shading into the lighter, which are ill-defined and a 
blackish grey. 

Distribution Surma, Siam, Yunnau, Cochin China and the 
north o£ the Malay Peninsula. Its southern limit is not known, 
but it extends to villages some way south of Mergui. 

Birds from Assam, Chin Sills and N Arrakan are somewhat 
intermediate as would be expected, but are nearer splendens than 
tnsolens. Wickham reports that he found the Common Crow at 
Sandoway to be splendens and not the Burmese form. 

XT idiflcation. Indistinguishable from that of splendens. One 
hundred eggs average 35 1 X 26*1 mm. 

Habits. In Burma this race takes the place of the Indian bird 
m every way, and is its equal in familiar insolence and crafty care 
for its own safely' 


(14) CorvuB splendens protejgatus. 

The Cbtlon Sottse-Chow. 

Comma splendens m otegatus Madar., Om. Monatsb , xu, p. 195 
(1904) (Colombo). 

Comma splendens Blanf & Oates, i, p. 20. 

V emacular names. JSdonehv JBTaXn (Tel ) ; Nalla JSZaJcx (Tam.) ; 
jEaron-lTa^t, JSHaleum (Ceylon) ; Gray a (Portuguese in Ceylon). 

Description. Very similar to thra/nu, but the light parts are 
not quite so dark as in that race and are more easily defined fiom 
the black. 

Colours of Boft parts as in splendens. 

Measurements. A rather smaller bird than splendens $ wing 
generally between 220 and 250 mm. , other parts in proportion. 

Distribution. Ceylon only. Specimens from the extreme south 
of Travancore are very dark compared with Northern Indian birds, 
but are nearer to those than to the small dark Ceylon subspecies. 

XT idifi cation. One hundred eggs collected by Messrs W. E. Wait 
and W. W. A Phillips average 34 8 X 25 6 mm , and are not dis- 
tinguishable m colour from those of other races. 

v. 

Habits. Though neither so numerous' nor so ubiquito us m 
Ceylon as its confreres in other parts, there is no diffei ence to be 
recorded in their habits.* 


* Corous splendens maZedemcus Echw (Wish Erg D Tiefsee-ISxp , p 356, 
1904) appears to be described from some form of House-Crow imported 
into the Maldives Only a single specimen was obtained It is impossible 
to say wbat race this bird is, and the name cannot be maintained 

33 2 
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<lo) Corvus monednla scemtneringii. 

Thb Eastern Jackdaw.' 

Cot vus scemmeringtt Fischer. M6m Soc Imp Natur Moscou. 1 , p 3 
(1813) (Moscow) v 

Cot otts monedtda JBIanf & Oates, i, p 33 ’ 

Vernacular names. JPaya (Tibetan) 

Description Forehead and ci o\\ n glossy black; nape and hind 
neck dusky grey , sides of the head and neck light grey, ulmost 
white, and forming a linli-collai on the posterior portion of the 
Bide of the neck ; lores blackish ; upper plumage, wings and tail 
bluish black with a consideiable amount of gloss, chin and cheeks 
black with grey shaft-streaks , throat and fore neck entuely black, 
remainder of lower plumage slaty black with very little gloss 



Fig 7 — If end of C m sammcnngrt 


Colours of soft parts Iris neai ly w lute , legs, feet and bill 
black 

Measurements Length about 320 to 340 nun , wing 230 to 
250 min , tail about 135 mm , tarsus about 44 mm., calmen 
32 to 34 nun 

Distribution Breeding from Eastern Russia, Macedonia, Bul- 
garia, Tuikey, through Asia as far east ns the Yenesei and south 
to Feisia, Afghanistan, Kashmir, Ladakh and Eastern Tibet In 
wmtei it wanders into the plums, being numerous close to the 
Himalayas and having been found as foi south as Eeiozepore, 
Jhelum and Kalabagh, and ns far east ns Umballa 

Kidificatxpn The Eastern Jackdaw bieeds in great numbers m 
Kashmir, West Ladakh, G-ilgit, etc., making its nest of all kinds of 
rubbish in gld buildings, hollow trees and holes in cliffs It lays 
foui to seven eggs — of a very pale sea-gieen colour, sparsely marked 
with spots and specks ot daik brown and purple They at eroge 
about .34 2x24 9 mm m size but -vary very much both in length 
and bieadth, even m the same clutch. The breeding season com- 
mences 111 Apul but eggs may be iound until the end ot June 
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Saints I’his Jackdaw is in babies ruucli tbe same as its w est-em 
consm but in the wildei parts of its habitat it is essentially a 
cliff bird. Xt is veiy tond of company and numerous buds are 
often seen together, though it can liaidly be called gi eganous like 
the Rook Its food consists of all kinds oF grain, seeds, fruit and 
insects It will also lull and eat mice, lizaids and nestlings of 
other species, though not neaLly to the same extent as the Carrion- 
Crow or Baven 

Our Indian and Central Asian bird lias been again sepaiated 
by ICleinschinidt as lianng the under paits darker and the wing 
longer than in .Russian birds hut tne due senes m the British 
Museum does nob endorse this diagnosis 

Genus PICA Brisson, 1700 

There is but one species of Pico in India containing three sub- 
species which giade into one another m the areas where they 
meet, hut which are well differentiated over large tracts of country 
in which their cliaiactenstics are quite constant 



Pig 8 — Head of J? pica bactriana 



Ptca. differs from Got uus in having a very long graduated tail 
and in having a first primary of very peculiar shape. The 
Magpies are, however, more addicted to well-wooded districts, 
they are equally w aiy and they are almost omnivorous 


38 


COBTIS2. 


Pica pica. 

JLey to Subspecies. 

A. A vlute rump, sometimes reduced to a 
dull grey bend 

a G1o 3<* on wings green . . -P p bacft tana, p 38 

6 Gloss on mugs blue -P. p set tea, p 89. 

B Hump wholly black .... . P p bottanensis, p 80 


(16) Pica pica bactriana. 
The Kishmzb Magme. 


JPtca tact i tana Bonap , Oonspect , i, p 383 (1850) (Kandoliai) 
Ihca rustica Blanf. & Oates, 2 , p 24 


Vernacular names. Ahha (Cabul) , Aq aq (Mesop ) 
Description The entire bead and neck, the upper plumage, 
breast, thighs, vent and under tail-coverts black, the rump with a 
broad white band across it 9 scapulars, abdomen, and the greater 
portion of the primaries white, wings brilliantly glossed with 
blue, and the tail with green, lilac and purple 

Differs from the British Magpie m having a broader white 
rump band. It is said also to be larger, Hartert gives the 
European bird a wing of 155 to 198 mm. and baetnana a wing of 
210 mm and over. I find, however, that whilst many English 
birds have a wing of over 210 mm., many Indian specimens have 
it under 3 90 mm. 


Colours of soft parts Iris dark brown , bill and legs black 
Measurements. Wing 182 to 227 mm , generally well over 
200 mm , toil anything from 200 to 270 mm , usually about 
240 mm , culmen 30 to 32 mm ; tarsus from 40 to 45 mm 

Distribution. Throughout Northern Asia to Kamsclmtka and 
South to South Persia, Afghanistan and Kashmir It is found 
also m Kumaun, the Simla Hills and Garhwal, hut not apparently 


in Nepal. __ 

Nidification. The Kashmir Magpie seems to he resident and 
to breed wherever found. It is very common m Kashmir, breeding 
m great numbeis between 6,000 and 10,000 feet, making a nest 
like that of others of its tribe — a cup of twigs, bents and rootB »ith 
a dome of twigs, often with moss, thorns, and lined with roots or 
wool It is usually placed well up in a fairly high tree out 
sometimes comparatively low down m thoi ny bushes. The eggs 
number four to seven and are indistinguishable from those of toe 
Common Magpie The ground-colour is a pale sea-blue green 
and the markings consist of small blotches, freckles and spots ot 
dull reddish biown, scattered prof usel v all over the egg but moie 
numerous at the larger end They average 35 7 x 24*4 

The breeding season is from early April to late May, accord g 

to elevation. 


koa. 


39 


Habits. The Magpie is found 1 x 1 well-wooded ports of the 
country and near cultivation Two or more pairs may often he 
seen in company, and m ports of Kashmir where they are very 
common several birds may be found together. They do not come 
very low down the hills in winter, and are seldom found below 
5,000 feet. They are very conspicuous birds on the wing, their 
black and white plumage, long wawng tail and undulating flight 
quickly attracting the eye. They eat insects, fruit and gram, 
and their voice is typically harsh and Corvine in character. 


Cl') Pica pica serica. 

Tbs Chinese Magpie. 

JPtca set tea Gould, P Z S , 1845, p 2 (Amoy, China) 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. “ Closely allied to the Common Magpie but 
differs in the wings being blue instead of green, in the l ather less 
extent of the white ” (ffo«W) Gould also says that this form has 
a larger hill and a much longer tarsus 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as m bactnana. 

Distribution. Upper* Burmese Hills, through China to South 
Japan, north to Korea and south to Hainan and Formosa. 

Nidiflcation This Magpie breeds freely in the Chin and ICachm 
Hills and in Shan States m February, March and early April, and 
eggs were also taken by Sty an in Foochow in tbe latter month. 
In KE. Chihli, Xia Touche found it breeding in May and June 
Nest and eggs are similar to those of P. p bactnana , forty of the 
eggs averaging 35 5 x 24 3 mm 

In the Clnn Hills this bird is often victimized by the Noel, and 
Col Harmgton found many Noels’ eggs m Magpies’ nests. 

Habits Similar to those ol other membeis of the genus 
According to La Touche it is migratory m China, assembling m 
large flocks prior to commencing its journey southwards In 
Burma it is resident 


(18) Pica pica bottanensis. 

Tbe Blacc-bvmpld Magpie 

Pica bottanensis Delessert, Rev Zool , 1840, p. 100 (Butan) , Blanf 
& Oates, i, p 25 

Vernacular names None recorded 

Description Similar to the Common Magpie, but with the 
rump entirely black It is much larger, w'lth a shorter tail. 
Colour B of soft parts as m JP p bactnana. 

Measurements. Length about 525 mm ; wing from 225 to 
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270 mm , generally over 250 mm. , tail from 250 to 300 mm , 
tarsus 56 mm. , culmen about 80 to 85 mm 

Distribution. -Srfekim, Shu tan and East Tibet to Kansu 
' Nidiflcation Tins fine Magpie breeds both m Sikkim and 
South and East Tibet at heights over 10,000 feet and up to nearly 
15,000 feet The nest is similar to that of the Common Magpie 
but is often placed comparatively low down in thorn-bushes 
The eggs number from four to six m a full clutch, and ate rather 
dark as a senes but otherwise like those of other species of Ihca 
They are very big and forty-eight eggs average 38 7 X 26*7 mm 
The birds breed from early April, when there is still snow about, 
through May and rarely, possibly a second time, m June 
Habits Similai to those of other buds of the genus. 


Genus TJR0CISSA Cabanis, 1850. 

The genus Urocissa contains a tew brightly plmnoged Magpies 
which are found m India and Chinn They differ from the true 



JFig. 10 — Head of ET m occijntalts 

Magpies m having the nostrils, which are covered by rather soft 
plumes, not by stiff bnstles, situated near the base of the bill , in 
having a longer tail and a bill which is red or yellow but never 
black. 

Key to Species. 

A. Thll zed Nuchal white patch laige, 

reaching to the end o f the black on the 

hind neck . . CT. melanocephala, p 40 

B. Bill yellow Nuchal patch small, not 

reaching to the end of the black • . . ZT.Jlavn ofsti is, p 43. 

Urocissa melanocephala. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Patch 
B Patch 
a Bill 
b Bill 


on the head pale blue 
on the head pure white 
smaller, under 63 mm. 
larger, over 33 mm 


XT m -meZanoccph ala, 

' CP 41. 

. U m occipitalis, p 41 
JJ m mayntf ostf ts, p. 4 J 
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<19) * XJrocissa melanocephala melanocephala. 

The Chinese B£d-bxlt.ed Magpie 
Cot acias melanocephaltts Lath , Ind Om , 1 , p 170 (1790) (Chum) 

Vernacular names None recorded 

Description Head, neck and bieast black , a large patch on 
the nape, continued down the back lavendei- or pale blue-grey, 
and featheis oE the fore crown tipped with tlie same colour, 
low er plumage greyish n hite with a bluish sheen , under tail- 
coverts the same, but bluer and with a black band at tbe tips of 
the featbeis with a grej ish-w bite snbterminal band, tail azure- 
blue, broadly tipped witn white and ^ all but the central pair of 
feathers with a hioad subteinnnal band o£ black , wings dull blue- 
brown, the pmnanes edged with brighter blue and brown on the 
inner webs; the inner secondaries blue on both webs 

Colours of soft parts Ins biown or red-brown, bill and feet 
coral-red to crimson, claw 3 horny 

Measurements Total length about 550 mm. , wing 180 to 
200 mm , tail 375 to 425 mm. , tarsus about 45 mm , culmen 
about 32 to 33 mm. 

Distribution China and Yunnau A bird f i om the South 
Shan States, perhaps from the extreme East, seems referable to 
this subspecies 

Nidification. In Chihli, Iia Touche took its nests and eggs in 
May He describes them as having a clayey-brown ground-coloui , 
very heavily marked. Two clutches sent to me are gieen eggs, 
very small, about 29 X 24 mrn , and just like ICoels* eggs There 
may possibly be some mistake about them. The bleeding season 
seems to be May 

Habits These appear to be similar to those of our Indian 
birds 


(20) Urocissa melanocephala occipitalis. 

To Eel-buled Blue Magpie 

J*siloi Aunts occipitalis Blyth, J A S B , it, p 27 (1846) (N W. 

Himalayas) ' 

JJt octssa occipitalis Blanf & Oates, i, p 26 

V ernacular names Nillihant (at Mussoorie); Digg-Dul (Simla). 

Description. Similar to XT. m. melanocephala , but can be 
distinguished at a glance by its tchzte nape-patch The back is 
more purple, with a blue sheen rather than lavender-bi own. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements much the same as 
in the preceding bird 
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Distribution. NW. Himalayas through Nepal and Sikkim to 
Tibet 

Nidiflcation. This bird breeds commonly bver a great portion 
of the Himalayas m the north-west at elevations between 5,000 
and 10,000 feet The nest/ is a roughly made cup of twigs and 
coarse roots lined with finer roots and fern rachides, and generally 
placed some 10 to 20 feet from the ground m a small tree m 
evei green forest The eggs, which number three to six, vary 
very much in colour The ground ranges from a very pale 
yellowish stone-colour to a daikish, rathei reddish stone-colour, 
rarely there is a faint green tinge hnt this is quite exceptional. 
The markings consist of small specks and blotches, or all small 
irregular blotches, of various shades of brown, sienna or reddish 
brown, with a few underlying ones of pale sienna and purple As 
a rule they are richly marked handsome eggs but are not, afe they 
have often been desenbed, like those of Magpies except in general 
character. They measure about 33 9 x 23 9 mm. 

Habits This Slue Magpie is found m small parties, probably 
consisting of the parent birds and their last brood They keep 
much to evergreen forest at elevations between 5,000 and 12,000 
feet, descending lower m the winter but never to the plains as 
does the next bird Their flight is slow and undulating and they 
are rather noisy birds, especially during the breeding season. 
According to Col Hattray, they are much given to feeding on the 
ground. X<ike all Magpies they are said to be addicted to stealing 
eggs and young of other birds 


(21) Urocissa melanocephala maguirosfcns. 

Tub Buhmese Ehd -bixi/bd Blue Magpie 

JPsiIoj hvnus magnxrost* w Bljth, Jt A S B , xv, p 27 (1846) (Ya Ma 
Bing Mt ) 

JJroctssa occipitalis Blaxtf & Oates, a, p 26 


'Vernacular nam e. Hnet-daxv-pya (Burmese) 

D escr ip tio n Differs from occipitalis m having a darker back, 
more suffused with puiple-blue, and it also differs both from that 
bird and fiom melanocephala m having no white tips to the 


primaries 

Colours of soft parts as m melanocephala . 

TWTflp. su yam Rwt a. This is a slightly larger bird than oceipxtalxs, 
with a wing of about 200 to 210 mm and a much larger bill, 
36 to 37 mm 

Distribution. Halls south of the Biahmaputra, Manipur and 
Burma to Siam It is very rare m the Khasia, IN Gnehar ana 
Manipur Halls: but more common m the INaga Hills and compara- 
tively common m the Chin and Kachin Hills, West Shan States 
and North Siam. 
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N ldification . Similar to that of oedjoitalrs, but tbe eggs are 
quite different. The ground-colour seems always to be a very 
pale salmon or pink stone-colour and the marks consist of light - 
reddish blotches and freckles over the whole surface, with 
numerous others underlying them o£ pale neutral tint. Eggs 
taken by Col. Bingham and by Messrs. Hopwood, Mackenzie nnd 
Hanngton were all of this description ana I have seen none of 
occijntalzs anything like them. The full clutch numbers three to 
six. 

The breeding season is March to April in Bower Burma, April 
and May in Upper Burma. 

Habits. This bird is said to come right down into the plains 
m winter and even to breed at very low elevations. In Assam 
and Northern Burma it keeps to tbe higher ranges and is seldom 
found below 5,000 feet 

They are said to keep much to the deciduous forests m Buima, 
but in Assam haunt rhododendion, oak and mixed evergreen 
f 01 ests 

Urocissa flavirostris. 

Key to JSttispecier. 

A Under parts a rather dork lilac . XT f Jlavirostns , p 48 

B Under parts almost pure white . XT f trucu.Ila.ta, p 44 

(22) Urocissa flavirostris flavirostris. 

The Ynimow-niXiUBn Magpie 

Psilorhmus flavti oxti is Blyth, J A S B. r iv, p 28(1846) (Daijeelm^). 

XTrocissaJfavirostrt# JBlanf & Oates, i, p 27 

Vernacular names. Tyvng-jtmgrvng (Bepcha) ; Ptangmg-jabrvng 
(Bhutea). 

Description. Head, neck and breast black, tbe nape white and. 
tbe feathers of tbe crown tipped white ; back, scapulars, rump 
and upper tail-coverts purplish asby, the last tipped black and 
with a narrow pale band in front of the black ; wing-coverts, tbe 
outer webs of tbe primaries and outer secondaries and tbe whole 
of the inner secondaries purplish blue ; all the quills tipped 
white, the earlier primaries whitish on the terminal half of the 
outer web ; tail blue with a broad white tip and all but the 
central pair of feathers with a subterminal black band, lower 
plumage from the breast downwards lilac tinged with purple 

Colours of soft parts. Ins bright yellow ; bill pale wax- 
yellow to a strong wax-yellow; legs and teet bright orange-yellow. 

M ea s urements Length about 630 to 650 mm ; wing from 
178 to 190 mm. ; tail up to 470 mm ; culmen about 65 mm 

The female is similar to the male but generally smaller, wing 
170 to 180 mm. and the ins is a dull blue-brown 
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Distribution Bhutan, Sikkim and lulls S of the Diuhmit- 
pnti.i, probabh Eastern Nepal Chin Hills 

Hidification X have one egg of this race fiom Cliambi, north 
of Sikkim, taken fiom the usual tuig nest at an elevation of some 
9,000 01 10,000 feet The egg is erytlmstic and almost ceitamlv 
abnormal The groand-coloui is a very pale ciearn and the 
lmu kings are blight reddish blown with otheis underlying of 
pale neutial tint Xt measures 32 0 x 22 9 mm and was taken 
oil the 7th Maj 

Habits These piobably do not difiei fiom those of the better 
known Western fozm but it may be a bud of liigliei delations, as 
my coliectois assured me they met with it in Chambi in Tibet at 
about 11,000 feet Xt is found at 6,000 to 8,000 feet lotrnd about 
Darjeeling and keeps much to the evergreen foiests 

A form of this Magpie extends w ell into Surma, but the only 
skm X ha\p seen thence differed m many lespects fiom the normal 
tvpe, and furthei material may prove xt to be a new subspecies 


(23) LTrocissa flavirostris cucullata. 

The Wjestuuxt X ellow-bi lled Magpie 
ZTi actssa cucullata Gould, 13 of A , v, pi SI (1661) (Kulu Volley) 

Vernacular names Hone recorded 

Description. Similar to the last but altogether a palei bud, 
and more especially so in the lower parts, which aie almost pure 
white with scarce a tinge of lilac 

Distribution N.W Himalayas and W . He pal 

Hidification This Magpie breeds wherever found above 
5,000 feet It is common at Simla and again m the gabs in the 
Murree Hills* where Kuttniy y Buchanan and others have taken 
many nests. The breeding season appeals to be Mai but 
Mayor londsay Smith took one nest as late as the 15th July 
lb lavs three or four eggs and both these and the nests are much 
like those of the Bed-billed Magpie As a whole, however, the 
eggs are duller and not so boldly maiked. They measuie 33 8 x 
23 1 mm (60 eggs) and do not differ m shape or textuie from 
those of occipitalis 

Habit s This Magpie, like the led-billed bird, haunts pi J u- 
cipally eveigieen forests and heavy jungle It »e 
omnivorous and equally an enemy to small mammals, unfledged 
young of other birds, and to insects of all kinds It eats flint 
greedily m captivity and probably also m a wild state. It is a 
fhy and rather retiring bird and is nevei found in the yicmv^ 
of villages and cultivation The call is verv harsh and penetrating, 
and during the breeding season is freely indulged m. 
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Genus CISS A Soie, 1826 

The genus Cxssa contains, among others, two Indian Magpies 
of very beautiful plumage They diftei fiom the Mjgpies of the 
genus Uroetssa in hawng a much shortei tail and the eyelids 
wattled at the edges, a feature which is rery distinct m life and 
generally visible m some degree in diy skins 

•Terdon, very propel ly, placed this bird between Uroczssa and 
Dendi ocilta, but wiongly called it a Jay. Oates, in wew of its 
long tail and bnght coloration, more correctly termed it a Magpie, 
a name w hicli is now generallj- accepted 

The Magpies of this genus are forest birds of shy habits, feeding 
both on trees and low bushes and sometimes on the ground In 
the constiuction of then nests they resemble TJi ocissa and not 
Pica They have red bills 

Davison has mentioned (S F vi, p 385) that the habits of these 
birds closely accord with those of Gat i ulcinc but the resemblance 
is not i ery sinking, although it is a curious fact that m structure 
these two genera also possess ceitain affinities 

JLey to Species 

A Send, and neck green C c chinensis, p 45 

B Send and neck chestnut C oi-nata, p 4b 

(24) Gissa chinensis chinensis. 

The GfBEEir Magpie 

Got acuii> c hmensis Bodd , Tabl PI Enl , p 38 (1783) (China) 

Gissti chinensis JBlani & Oates’, i, p 28 

Vernacular names. The Green Jay, Jeidon , Sn gang (Seng), 
Chap-lxng-pho (Lepeha) , Itab-lxng-chapa (Shutea) ; Pilitel (Dafla 
Sills) 9 -Cal So? at (Assamese) ; Dao-gatang-lxlx (Cacban) 

Description Sead and neck greenish \ ellow ; general body 
plumage green; lores and n band through each eye meeting on the 
nape, black ; cheeks, sides of neck and whole lower plumage paler 
gieen ; tail gieen, the central feathers tipped with white, the 
otheis tipped with white and with a snbtermmal black baud, 
lesser wing-coveits green, the othei coverts red, quills brown on 
the inner webs, red on the outer; the inner secondaues tipped 
with pale blue and with a band of black in front of the tips 

Colours of soft parts Ins blood-red, pale blue-brown m young 
birds , bill deep coral-red ; legs coral-red , claws horny red , 
eyelids y olio wish brown, the edges red 

Measurements Total length about 370 to 380 mm ; w mg about 
150 mm , tail about 200 mm , tarsus about 40 mui , culrnen 
about 37 mm 

The plumage of this bird in. ill-health, m captiwty and after 
death changes greatly , the yellow pigment ull evaporates, leaving 
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the bright green a doll blue whilst the red also fades greatly, 
young birds occasionally have the whole lovi eY parts almost white 
and in some adults the green is partially replaced by bright azure- 
blue. 

Distribution. Himalayas from the Jamna Valley to the extreme 
east of Assam, North and South of the Bramapufcra, Eastern 
Bengal, Borina, Shan States and Northern Siam. 

Nidification. The breeding season in the Himalayas commences 
in the last few days of Id arch and continues throngh April and May, 
a few birds laying in June and even zn July but these latter may 
be second broods. They bmld cup-shaped nests of twigs, leaves, 
grass, roots and bamboo-leaves, lined with roots and placed on a 
high bosh, small sapling or a clump of bamboos The eggs number 
from four to six, in Burma often only three and are very magpie- 
like rn their general appearance, but more grey and not green m 
geneial tone Here and there a rather reddish dutch may be 
found and even more rare, a clutch that is almost white They 
measure on nn average for 200 eggs 30*2 x 22 9 mm. 

Tins Jay breeds at all elevations from the foot-hills to nearly 
4,000 feet, hat is not common above 2,500 feet 

Habits. Tins beautiful Magpie is an inhabitant of low- 
level, evergreen forests and heavy jungle, but may also be found 
in bamboo-jangle and the more dry, decidnous forests, such as 
oak, etc. Xn Burma they seem to be more often found in dry 
open parts than in die heavier evergreen cover Their name 
“ Hunting Jay,” or “ Hunting Magpie,” is well applied, as they 
are determined hunters of big insect life and of small unfledged 
biTds, etc., and for their quarry they will regularly quarter the 
country they work over. They feed alike on high tiees, scrub- 
jungle and actually on the ground itself. Their notes are very 
harsh and strident and they are rather noisy birds although shy 
and wild. 

(25) Cissa oraata. 

T Vn Cbxlokese Magpib 

Pi ca otnata WAgler, Xus, 1829, p 749 (India Onentali). 

Cxssa ornata Blanf. & Oates, i, p 29 

Vernacular names. ITahtbclla (Ceylon). 

Description. Whole head, neck, upper back and upper breast 
rich chestnut , remainder of the body plumage bright blue, suffused 
with cobalt next the chestnut of the neck ; tail bine tipped with 
white and snbterminally with black ; wing-coverts brown, more or 
less margined and suffused with blue ; quills chestnut on the 
outer webs, black on the inner, changing to blue on the inner 
secondaries , thighs dusky purple 

Colours of soft parte. Iris light brown to dark brown , eyelid 
deep red ; orbital skin somewhat paler , bill, legs and feet coral- 
red, daws more horny and yellowish at their bases 
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Measurements. Total length about 400 to 420 mm ; tail about 
235 to 255 mm., -wing about 155 to 170 mm ; tarsus about 40 mm.; 
culmen about 37 mm. 


Distribution. Ceylon only. The type-locality must be restricted 
to Ceylon 

XTidificatioii According to Xiegge, the breeding season of the 
Ceylon [Magpie is December to February but eggs collected for me 
by Mr. J. E Jenkins were taken in February and March and two 
clu tch es purchased with the skins of the old birds from Lozarns, 
a small dealer in Slave Island, were both taken m April. 

The nest is said to be like that of the preceding bird and to be 
m tall bushes m evergreen jungle. The eggs are large replicas of 
those of Ctssa chtnensta , measuring about 32 2 x 23 2 mm. 

Habits. Apparently similar to those of the Indian Green 
Magpie, Legge describes it as haunting evergreen forest up to 
at least 7,000 feet but also found it m similar forest m the 
foot-hills. It is a noisy bud, uttering its discordant notes both 
when perching and flying, so that but for its keeping to very dense 
cover its voice would have led long ago to its extermination by 
the plume-hunter 


Genus BENDBOC1TTA Grould, 1833. 

In the Tree-pies we have a collection of birds which are closer 
to Pica than to either Uiroctssa or Cfissa, inasmuch as they Have 
black bills and very numerous stiff, but somewhat shobt, bristles 
completely concealing the nostrils The bill, however, is short, 
with the commissure greatly curved and in one species, JD. bayleyi , 
the tail approaches the next genus m structure, the central tail- 
feathers being gradually enlarged throughout tbeir length, not 
suddenly at the tip as m Orypsvrhvna. 

The Tree-pies are sociable, associating m small flocks and they 
are arboreal, seldom descending to the ground. They have a senes 
of dear metallic notes, which sound very pleasantly in the jungle 
They construct large nests, generally m trees, End lay eggs which 
are less Corvine in appearance than those of the true Magpies. 
Their food consists ofc both fruit and insects 

Shey to Species . 

A Tati ashy with black on terminal half. 
a Crown brown, abdomen rufbus 
b Crown black, abdomen and bind neck 
white . . ... 

c. Crown black, abdomen and bind neck 
ashy 

B Tail entirely black 

d No white spot on wing . . 
e With a white wing-spot . 


U rttfa , p 48 

JD leucogastt a, p 51 

JJ sinensis, p 52 

JD. frontalis, p 54 . 
JD bayleyi, p 55 
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Dendrocitta rufa. 

This cpecies extends o^e^ a \ery wide area and, ns might be 
expected, \anes greatly uj difTeient portions of its range, though 
then 1 at mtions ha\e until now been almost entirely o\ei looked” 
Z,amus tttfus of Linnc * •* , the name which has generally been 
accepted as applicable to this bird, cannot be used ns it is pre- 
occupied by bnn m aneailiei page of the same work Curiou*dj 
enough, howeier, Latham* independently named it Cot via rttfus 
a few yenrs later fi om a bird obtained on the Malabar const* so 
the name j ufus will, therefore, still hold good ’ 



Fig 11 — Head of D rufa t ufa 


Key to Subspecies 

A Colours of head and back contrasting 
stronglv 

a Lighter both above and below and not 

nearly so richly coloured JD > ufa rufa, p 48 

h Darker and more nclily colouied above and 

below . , J> r vagabunda , p 50 

B Colours of bead and back blending with one 
another 

c Tail 195 to 241 mm , daik dull plumage 

«* Darker, more brown D i saturatioi , p 51 

1/ Paler and redder . J> j tonneau, p 51 

«7 Tail 242 to 287 mm , pale dull plumage D, r s elate* *, p 50 

(26) Dendrocitta rufa rufa. 

The In'diau" Tbee-me 

Conus rufus Lntliam, Ind Orn , p 301 (1790) (Malabar Coast) 
Denth ocitta i ufa Blnnf & Oates, i, p 80 


* I^anitt* ri'/tts Liiiu£, Sjrst Hat, l, 170G 
Coi (iu r«/«i Iatli Ind Orn , p 1C1, 1790 

3LIie d« scrsption given i«« vcij poor, but it is founded on SonncratV plate, 
i ol it, p lfil Voingo do Sonuerat,’ and cannot be mistaken Although called 

•* de Clinic” it vms apparently obtained on tlie Malabar Coast On p 171 
J/itlmin described (J vagabunda niad here lajB stress on thn black head and red 
back Liidcntl} huungobtincd n Is L Indian bird, possibly from the vicinity 
of Calcutta 
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Vernacular names Mahtcib and Chand (Sind) ; Oo*u»yyt, 
jJnda-hatx-gada. (Tel ), JUaot.i (Lucknow) , Maha-lat (Hindi). 

Description The whole head and neck with the upper breast, 
sooty-brown*^ remainder of the plumage fulvous or reddish 
fulvous, darker on the back and scapulars ; wing-coverts^eyish- 
white, wing-quills dark brown, the outer webs of the inner 
secondaries grey , tail pale ashy-grey, darkest at the base, broadly 

tipped with black . - 

Colours of soft parts. Ins brown to red-brown ; bill dark slaty 
horn-colour, albescent at the base ; mouth flesh-colour } eyelids 
plumbeous, legs dark brown, claws horn-colour. 

measurements Length from 365 to 450 mm , according to 
length of tail which vanes from 193 to 257 mm , m one case 
actually 305 mm , wing from 137 to 159 mm., and m the 
one case 177 mm ; tarsus about 33 mm. ; culmen about 28 mm. 

Th» young ar e duller m colour than the adults, the head is 
lighter brown and the lateral tail-feathers are tipped with white 
or bufEy -white 

Distribution The whole of Southern India, North to, and 
including, Orissa, West to Sind, Punjab and Afghanistan and 
thence East to the South of Kashmir, Simla Hills and Garhwal 


Midification In the southern part of their range these Magpies 
breed in Feoruary and March, whilst turthei north they breed 
principally m May and June As, however, with so many common 
birds, their breeding extends over a prolonged period and eggs are 
laid both later and earlier than the above months The nest is a 
rather untidy, but not very bulky, affair of twigs, roots and other 
material, carelessly interwoven and lined with loots and sometimes 
a scrap or two of wool Generally they are placed well up m 
trees of some size, but oftea in thorn hedges, Ber bushes or cactus 
clumps 

In the north the birds lay three to five eggs, most often four, 
but xn the south they lay fewer and generally only tu o or three. 
The majority are of two distinct types one pale greenish in 
ground-colour with blotches and spots of light and dark grey- 
brown, tbe other pale reddish white or salmon-colour with 
blotches of reddish and dark brown and others, underlying, of 
lilac and neutTal tint 

150 eggs aveiage 29 2 x 21 7 mm 

Habits This Magpie is moie of a plains than a mountain 
bird, but m some parts of the Himalayas it is said to wander up to 
as high as 7,000 feet and to bleed at this height It is a sociable, 
noisy bird but many oF its notes are very musical, though it can 
give vent to most unmusical discords at times. Its usual call is an 
oft-repeated **bob-a-huk bob-a-hnk ” as it flies from one bush to 
another, the cry being repeated by each membei of the floe k m 
turn They aie practically omnivorous and .ire arrant egg and 
nestling tlneies during the bleeding seasons of the smallei buds 
Id I E 



50 


COnvXXUB. 


Their flight is dipping and consists of alternative flappings of the 
wing* with short spells of sailings with the wings stiffly outspread. 

This Magpie is everywhere one of the most familiar of birds, 
frequenting gardens and the outskirts of towns and villages and 
not penetrating into the wilder parts. 

The type locality of rufa was certainly somewhere m South 
India, probably Malabar and therefore that place may be now 
designated. 


(27) Dendrocitta rufa vagabunda 

Teb Bengal Tube-pie 

Coractas vapabunda Lath., Ind Orn., p 171 (1790) (India) 

Vernacular names. Bobalxnh (Euiopeana Bengal) , Sotn 
(Hindi in Bang.) ; TahJca-chor , Bandi-chach-ct (Bengali) ; Sash- 
Tcursh.% (N Cacbar) , Shola-Shoa (Assam ) , Dao-kar-lvnk (Cachan). 

Description. Differs from the last in beiug more richly coloured j 
the head is blackish and the red of the back is almost chestnut 
and the fulvous red below also much ucher 

Colours of soft parts as m rufa 

Measurements Wing 145 to 172 mm , tail 209 to 253 mm 

Distribution. Northern India from G-arhwal to Eastern Assam, 
Behar, TJ Provinces, Bengal and Manipur. 

The type locality may be restricted to Calcutta. 

Nidific&tioii. Similar to that of the last bird and neither nest 
nor egg can be distinguished. 

Habits An equally confiding, common bird, being found in 
flocks m gardens and parks in the centre of Calcutta and haunting 
the immediate vicinity of every town and village. 

(28) Dendrocitta rufa sclateri, subsp. nov. 

Thu Chtn Hills Tree-pie 

Description. Similar to D. rufa rufa bnt with the whole 
plumage very pale and washed out and the dark grey of the head 
gradually merging with the pale dull rufons-brou n or rufous-grey 
of the back. 

Colours of soft parts as m the rest of the subspecies. 

Measurements. Wing 142 to 161 mm. ; tail 242 to 287 mm., 
generally well over 260 mm. 

Distribution. Chin and Sachin Hills. 

Hidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 

Type. No. 1905—9. 10 6. Bnt. Mus. Coll., Mt. Victoria, 
1,600 feet. 
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(-29) Dendrocitta rufa kinneari, subsp. nov. 

The Bvbuebe Tbee-me. 

Description Similar to the last but much darker both abo\e 
and below, the colour o£ the head and back blending with one 
another, the led of the hack dull and brownish 

Measurements Wing 137 to 251 mm.; tail 195 to 241 mm 

Distribution The whole oE Buima south of the Chin and 
Kachin Hills down to N Tenassenm and east into Yunnan, 
Shun States and W est Siam 

N ldification Similai to that of D t ufa rufa 

Habits The Burmese Tree-pie, though equally tame and 
confiding in its ways, is not t>o exclusively confined to open 
country m civilization as is the Indian Tree-pie and it may also 
be found iu thin forest and the more open parts of evergreen 
forest. 

Type $ , Ho 87 — 11 20 213 Brit. Mus Coll. Toungoo. 

(30) Dendrocitta rufa saturatior. 

Tun TiNAssEMM Thee-pie. 

Dentil ocitta vagabunda satui utior Ticehurst, Bull. B O C , xlu, p. 56 
(1922) ( Kaukarey et, Amherst) 

Description Similar to that of the Burmese Tree-pie but still 
darker and hiownei, the back having the red hardly visible at all. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as m the Burmese 
race. 

Distribution Peninsula! Siam and Burma but how far its 
limits extend cannot at present be defined 

Hidification and Habits Hothing recorded. 

(31) Dendrocitta leucogastra. 

Tub Southebe Teee-pie. 

Dendrocitta. leitcoqasti a Gould, P Z.8, 1833, p. 57 (Malabar Coast) , 
Blanf & Oates, i,p 31 

Vernacular names JVeela val KaHa (Tel ) 

Description Forehead, anterior half of clowu, sides of the head, 
chm, throat, upper breast and thighs black, posterior crown to 
hmd neck, lower breast to vent and upper tail-coverts white , 
back, scapulars and rump chestnut-bay , under tail-coverts chest- 
nut, wings black, the primaries with a large patch of white at 
their base, central tail-feotheis giey, broadly tipped black, the 
next pair half grey and half black and the others nearly entuely 
black 

zs 2 
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Colours of soft parts. Sill black, legs and feet duller black , u is 
biown to red -brown. 

Measurements Xiength about 475 mm. , tail 250 to 300 mm. , 
wing about 140 to 155 mm , tarsus about 30 mm. and culmen 
about 25ram. 

D istribution. Southern India from Soutb Travancore to the 
Wynaad McMaster records a specimen from Chihalda m the 
GSawilgarh Hills, apparently a straggler only It keeps principally 
to the western coast 

Ridxfication Nest and eggs of this bird were taken by J3our- 
dillon in March and by Mr J. Stewart from .February to May and 
again in August, and the latter gentleman informs me that they 
bleed twice m tlie yeai . The nest is similar to that of the preceding 
bird and is placed in small tiees and high bushes but it is always 
built in heavy forest and never near villages Three eggs only 
are most often laid but four is not uncommon and sometimes two 
only are incubated In general appearance they cannot be 
sepai ated from those of himafayensis, described below 

Fifty eggs average 28 2x20 5 mm 

Habits Found from the loot of the hills up to about 5,000 feet, 
generally below 3,000 feet The flight, voice and general habits 
are like those ot the Common Indian Tree-pie but this bird is 
essentially an inhabitant of heavy forest and shuns the immediate 
vicinity oi mankind. 


Dendrocitta sinensis. 

JBjgy to Subspecies. 

A Central tail-feathers pale grey, with no 

black tip .... JO. s sinensis 

B Central tail-leathers daiker grey, with a 
black tip 

a Paler and brighter in colour, vent 

and centre of abdomen almost white JO s himalayensis, p 52 
b Darkei and duller in coloui , vent 

and centre of abdomen ashy JO s aseitmlts, p 63 

(32) Dendrocitta sinensis himalayensis . 

Thu Himaiayaw Tube-pie 

JOendt ocittn himalayensis Blyth, Cat, p 92 (1805) (Himalayas), 
Blnnf &, Oates, i, p 8J 

Vernacular names JSJo7eia-KaJc (at Mussoouc), JKai j~io-pho 
(I*epcha) ; JHarrtctTi-ban (Bhutea), JKok-long-cth ( As&aiu ) , JDao-Jca- 
l»n7c (Cnclmri) , Fnrut -ho-hnitc (jSTaga) 

Description. Forehead, lores and featheis nboie the eje black, 
sid^s of the head, chin and throat daik sooty - bi own, fading and 
spreading oier the sides of the neck and bi east , crown of the 
head, nape and upper back ashy ; back and scapulars clear brown- 
ish traff, rump and upper tail-coverts ashy , wings and their coverts 
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black, all the pi i manes but the first two with a patch of white at 
then base, forming a conspicuous spot, cential pair of tail- Feather's 
asliyfoi two-thuds of then length, then black, the otheis all black 
except their extieme bases, winch aie ashy , abdomen and flanks 
cinereous , thighs, brown , vent and uudei taxl-coverts chestnut 

Colours of soft parts Bill black, unles l eddish brown, feet 
biow’msh black, claws homy black 

Me asurem ent s . Total length about 400 mm , tail fiotn 200 to 
210 mm., wmg hom 132 to 140 mm , t.usus about 30 mm., 
culinen about 32 mm 

The young <ne palei and dullei, the featheis of the upper pait 
aie tipped with buff, the under tail cnveits and lent axe leddish 
blown and the legs are dull leaden black and the 111 s blue -biown 

Distribution. Throughout the Himalayas fiom the Sutlej 
Valiev, thiougli Assam and throughout the JBuimese hills as fai 
as, bub not including, Tena&seritn 

Hidification The Himalayan Tiee-pie bieeds duting April, 
M.iv and June at all heights fioxn the le\el of the plains to nt 
least 7,000 feet It makes a nest like that ot D nifit tufa, and 
builds it in similar situations, but selects forest, either light ot 
heavy, well away from habitations for this pm pose The nest is 
often much smaller and inoie fi agile than that of the Common. 
Txee-pie and I liaie known it placed in quite low bushes The 
eggs n umbei from thiee to five, the latter number being excep- 
tional The giotiud-colour mnj be any tint of pale stone, rSeiy 
pale cieam or pale leddish, and more laiely pale greenish w’hite The 
m ai kings aie of pale sienna and grey-brow r n, daikei richer brown, 
or dark reddish brown , typically the raai kings are ucher and 
boldei than they aie on the eggs oE the Common Tiee-pie and 
are often confined to the larger end in a ling oi cup Very lew 

ds eggs could be confounded with those ot that bud 

Two bundled eggs avei&ge 28 8 x 20 1 mm 

Habits. The Himalayan Tiee-pie is found all oiei the plains of 
Assam and also m the plains close to the foot-hills ot the Dooais 
and !Nepal Teiai and ascends every wheie up to 5,000 feet and 
often considerably higliei They aie foiest birds and do not care 
foi the vicinity of villages and houses but otbeiwise they aie 
much like t tufa, in their najs Thev aie egually noisy but 
not, I tbink, so musical, and like tbe lesb ot the family, are great 
peisecutois of small buds duung the bleeding season 

(33) Dendrocitta sinensis assimilis. 

The BnaiiESE "Htt- t, Tiux-pie. 

JDendi ocittn assimihs Hume, S F , p 117 (1877) (Muleyit) 
Blnnf & Oates, l, p 32 

Vernacular names Hone lecoided 

Description This subspecies is a lathei darker, duller b.rd 
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tlian the last , ‘the under parts aie more uniform in colour and the 
centre of the abdomen less white The cheeks, ear-coverts and 
thioat are a palei brown 

Colours of soft parts and measurements ns m D s, Tnmalay- 
cnsis but the bill more massive 

Distribution Bui ina as far north as the Chiu Hills and Shan 
States and to the nest the Pegu and Arrakan Tomes 
Hidification similar to that of D s himalayensts 
Habits A hill bnd confined to elevations principally between 
1,000 and 4,000 feet, but descending to the foot-hills m the winter 
In the summer it is found at least up to 6,000 feet, probably 
higher 


(34) Dendrocitta frontalis. 

The Black-browed Tkbe-pie 

J Dendtoctfia fiontaha McClell , P Z S , 1639, p 163 (Assam) , Bhinf 
& Oates, z, p 33 

Vernacular names. jETamsht-bon (Lepcha) , Kolio-Ko (Bhuteal , 
Dcto Ica-lznh gcutchvm fCachora) 



Pig 12 — Head of 2> froniaZts 


Description [Forehead, the greater part of the crown, sides of 
the head, chin, thioat, fore neck, tail, wing-qiiills and the pnmary- 
coveits black , the remainder of the wing ash-grey , nape, hind 
neck, uppei back, sides of the neck, breast and upper abdomen 
pale giey , low ei back, scapulars, lump, upper tail-coiei ts, lowei 
abdomen, thighs and undei t.nl-coverts chestnut the thighs 
tinged with brown. 

Colo ur s of soft paits Bill and legs black, lrides red-biown, 
often very blight 

Uaiumr fl mft ntH Total length about 370 to 380 imn ; tail 245 to 
255 mm. , wing 120 to 126 mm.; taisus about 30 mm , culmen 
about 25 mm 

Distribution Himalayas from Eastern Nepal to the extreme 
east and south of Assam into the higher hills of Mampiu , but 
appaiently not into Iiushai or Chm Hills 
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Hidificamon This bird breeds freely in the N Cachar, Kill a si a, 
and Nf^a Hills east as far as Lrakhimpur but it seems to be 
much raiei north of the Brnhraaputia I have not personally 
found it bieedmg much below 4,000 feet but the Nagos brought 
in nests and eggs to Dr Coltnrt from much lower elevations m 
Iaikliimpui The nest is a small, neat leplica of that of the 
Himalayan Tree-pie but is much more compact and well put 
togetliei. They are often built quite low down in sc rub- jungle, 
undeigiowth and e\en m high weeds and small bushes The 
bieedmg season lasts fiom the end of Apul into Julj. 

The eggs also are similar to those of the last bud but ate 
more handsome and nearty nlw ays much more profusely marked 
They measure about 27 0x19 9 nun 

Habits The Black-browed Tree-pie is essentially a bird of 
heavy evergreen toiest, though it affects the more open glades on 
the outskiits of these It goes about in small parties of lialf-a- 
dozen or so, and has a l ery musical note rather like, yet easily 
distinguishable from, the call of its plains* cousins Hike these 
buds also it has many discordant notes, though it is not nearly' as 
noisy a bird It does not appear to be a legular egg and young- 
bird thief, but doubtless despises neither if fate throws them m 
its way It eats fruits, seeds and insects but chiefly the Inst 
It is common between 4,000 and 7,000 feet and descends in the 
wmtei still lower, coming into the plains themselves in Eastern 
Assam but not elsewhere 

(35) Dendrocitta bayleyi. 

Tot=! Andaman Teee-pie. 

Dendrocitta bayleyi Tytler, J A S B , xvtii, p 88 (1863) (Anda- 
mans) , Blanf & Oates, i, p 34 

Vernacular names Hone recorded. 

Description Tlie feathers round the base of v the bill black , the 
remainder of the head, neck, uppei back and upper bieast 
daik blu’sh ashy, lower back, scapulars and lump pale rufous- 
olu e « upper tail-coveits bluish ashy, lowei hieast rufescent 
nshv , abdomen, vent and under tail-coverts chestnut , tail and 
wing black, the latter with a large white patch on the primaries 
and outer secondanes 

Colours of soft parts Bill, legs, feet and claws blade, the sides 
plumbeous giey, uis blight yellow, in some neb golden yellow 
{Hume ) 

Meas urements Total length about 35u to <j6U mm , wing 
120 to 126 mm , tail from 180 to 230 mm , geneially about 210, 
taisus and bill from about 25 min 

Distribution Andamans only 

Hidification Nothing on lecoid, but I have 13 eggs collected 
foi me *by a Bat ha n convict winch can all be matched by eggs or 
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himalayenszs They average about 28 5 x 21 9 mm and weie 
taken in Aptil and March near Poit Blair 

Habits Davison obtained this bird near Poit Blair and more 
commonly at Mount Harriet and Aberdeen He obseives that tt 
is a to i est bird and never ventures away fiom the covei oi large 
tiees, also that it ne*er descends to the ground Oates did not 
obtain it eithei on the Great Cocos or on Table Island 

Genus CETFSIBHIHA. Vieill , 181 tf 

With this genus we coins to the end of the true Magpies or 
Iiong-tailed Crows The membeis of the piesent genus are small 
and aie cbai actenzed by a tail ol peculiar stiuctuie, the central 
pair of featheis being spatulate at the ends The bill is small and 
the nostrils are concealed by a mass of fine velvety plumes, which 
also surround the base of the bill 

The Backet-tailed Magpies are quite arboieal and in the couise 
of many yeais* obseivatiou Oates never saw one of them on the 
giound 

Key to Species 

A All tail-featlieis black C vat tans, p 56 

B Cential tail-featlieie black, nutei featheis grey C micullata, p 67 


Pig 13 — Head of C various 

(36) Crypsirhxna varians. 

The BxiA.oe Biceet-xuleb Magpie 

Cot vus varians Lath Ind Orn Suppl , zzti, (1801) (Java) , JBlanf 
& Oates, i, p 35 

Vernacular names Amt-whine (Burmese) 

Description. The whole plumage metallic bi onze-green, tinged 
with bluish on the head , wings brown, the outer webs of the 
prunaiies gieemsh, the other quills inoie or less entirely tinged 
with gieemsh , toil black, with the same tinge but with more 
sheen , forehead, i ound the eye and about the gape dull black, 
the fenthers of a velvety texture 

Colours of soft parts. Xris blue , bill black, mouth flesh-colour , 
legs and daws black 

Measurements Iiengtb auout 310 to 330 mm , wing about 110 
to 116 mm , tail fiom about 176 to 200 mm ; tarsus about 30 mm , 
culmen about 23 mm 
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Distribution. This fine little Magpie has its headquaiters in 
Pegu, extending up the \ alleys of the Irrawaddy and Sittaung to 
some wav north of Thaxetmyo and Toungoo To the west it 
extends to Bassein, south to Meigui and into Sumatra, Borneo 
and Java To the east it extends to Siam, wheie it is \eiy 
common in the south, and to Cochin China 

Nidification. The breeding season lasts hom April, m which 
month Hopu ood took eggs m Tavoy, through May and J une to Juiy, 
in which lattei month Nurse took eggs m Pegu and Herbei t found 
them breeding in Siam The nest is a typical Magpie’s nesrt, 
though w it h out a dome It is a shallow cup of fine tw igs, roots 
and tenduls with n. diametei of about 5* to 6" hv 1" deep intern- 
ally and some 9" m external diameter It is geneially placed m a 
tliomj bush or tiee 8 to 12 feet fiom the giound 

The eggs aie two to four in number, typually Coivine m 
appeal ance and average 24 8 x 18 3 mm 

Habits The Racket-tailed Magpies aiebuds of comparatively 
open forest and light bush, tiee, or bamboo-jungle They eat both 
tiuit and insects, and may be seen clinging to the outei blanches ot 
trees as they" search the leaves and floweis foi the latter Thej r 
are not gregarious, though sometimes two or thtee may be seen in 
company ; then usual note is a not unpleasant metallic call, and 
they do not appear to possess the harsh notes so common to this 
group 

(37) Crypsirhina cucuUata. 

The Hooded Eac kkt-taile i> Magpie 

Ci ypsu Junct cucullata Jerdon, Ibis, 1862, p 20 (Thax etmj o) , 
131anf & Oates, i, p 85 

V ei nacular name. A.mx-w7n.ne (Burmese) 

Description. 'Whole head, chin and thioat black , round the 
neck, next to the black, a ring of ashy white , the whole upper 
plumage, wing-coverts and inner secondaries vinaceous grey ; 
lower plumage the same but lather more iutoub, central Tail- 
feathers black, the others the same colour as the back, pnmanes 
and their coverts black , outer secoudanes black with ashy-white 
edges 

Colours of soft paits. Ins blue , eyelids plumbeous , bill black , 
legs and claws daik biown ; inside ot the month flesh-colour 

Measurements Total length 300 to 315 mm , tail 180 to 
200 mm , wing 102 to 108 mm. , tarsus about 26 to 27 mm ; 
culmen about 20 mm 

The young have the head browrii , the central tail-featlieis and 
wings aie blackish biown and the general coloui of the body 
plumage is less ashy and moie vinaceous ; the bill is black, with 
an oiange gape and inside to the mouth , the eyelids are pale blue 
with orange edges 
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This Magpie has l>lie central tail-feathers narrower than m 
C vat tans and more abruptly spatnlate at their ends 

Distribution. Central and Sonth Sarnia, Siam and Malay 
Peninsula Hanngton obtained it as far North as Monywa and 
Pymmana on the Chmdwin, and it extends Pant into West Central 
Siam Wickham obtained it as far North as the foot of Mt Vic- 
toria in the Chin Sills. 

Nidification Similar to that of O vartans , though the nests 
appear to he smaller and neafei The eggs are small replicas of 
tho^e of that bird and measuie 230x180 mm. Hanngton 
obtained its eggs m May 

Habits Differ m no way from those of the Slack Packet-tailed 
Magpie, but it seems to keep more exclusively to bamboo-jungle 
and scrub It is a bud of the diy zone, and will not be found in 
those paits ot Surma where the rainfall is leiy heavy 


Genus PIiATYSMUBTTS lleicb , 1760 

The genus JPlalysmxu us contains two species, one of which is 
lesident m Tenassemn whilst the other inhabits Soineo Xn 
many ways this genus connects the tjpical Magpies and the 
tj'pual Jays 

The bill is very much oui ved and shorter than the head and the 
bustles covering the nostrils are numeious and stiff but sboit 
The feathei s ot the ciovn of the head are very batsh The tail 
is of no great length but « ell graduated The sexes are alike and 
the young resemble the adults 

(38) Platysmurus leuc opt eras. 

The W miE-wiNGEB Ja.x 

Grlaucopts leucoptet us f«mm , PI C^l , No 265 (1 824) (Sumatra) 
Platysmw us leucopta us 131 an f A Oates, i, p 37 

Vernaculai names None recorded 

Description. The whole plumage black , tbe terminal halves of 
the larger upper wing-co\eits and a laige patch on the extenoi 
webs ot some ot the outer secondaries white , the forehead 
crested and the teatheis stiff 

In some specimens the smaller wmg-coveits are narrowly mar- 
gined with white, and this piobably means immaturity 

Colours of soft parts. Bill, legB, feet and claws black , indes 
lake-red to crimson (Davison ) 

Measurements Length about 400 to 410 mm , wing about 100 
to 200 mm , tail about 200 to 220 mm. , taisus 35 to 38 mm , 
culmen about 35 rum 
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Distribution. Tenassemn, S W Siam, Malay Peninsula and 
Sumatra 

If ldiii cation The nests were first obtained by Davison and again 
quite recently by Messrs Hopw ood and Mackenzie in l'enasserim 
They are rough, heavy affairs of tw igs, roots, etc , cup-shaped with 
a shallow internal hollow They are placed m tall bushes, small 
trees oi palms some 6 to 8 feet from the ground The eggs 
number two or three and are exactly like big eggs of Ozssa cht- 
nensis They measure about 33 5 x 23 1 mm. 

The bleeding season appeals* to be Mairh and Apul 



Fig 14 — Head of P leucoptetus 


Habits Accoidmg to Davisuu “this species* keeps entirely to 
the forests, going about usually m parties of from four to six 
They have a deep, lolling, metallic note, wlucli they continually 
utter as they mo;e from tree to tiee I have neiei seen them on 
the ground; they probably get tlieir food, which consists of 
insects, and, occasionally at any late, of fruit, amongst the tiees 
They are excessively restless and always on the move, flying hom 
tiee to tree, generally at a consideiable height and contmuallv 
utteung then harsh, metallic call They restrict themselves to the 
evei green forests, neier, that I am awaie, coming into the gaidens 
oi open ground ” 

Sop wood says thev are common about Ta> oy and that they are 
not shy 


Genua GARErULTJS Bn&s , 1760 

The genus Gai i~uTus contains the Tiue Jays, of which there are 
numerous species m Euiope and .A_sia, three species and several 
subspecies being found within the limits of the Indian Empire 
These Indian Jays are resident species but may be partiallj* - 
migiatory to the extent of moving up and down the slopes of the 
mountains accoidmg to season 

The Jays are birds of bright plumage, the wing especially 
being marked with vivid blue They are not exactly gregarious 
but often three or four are found together 
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In the Jays the bill is stiong, about three-g u ai ters the length 
ot the head and the commissme ib stiaight The nasal bustles 
aie shot t and numerous, completely cover.ng the nostrils The 
tail is of medium length and slightly giaduated. 

Gr lanceolatus lias been separated genetically under the name 
LaXetrvs on a. count ot its ciested ciown and mote stiffened 
feathei s ot the tin oat These chaiaeteis aie, however, only 
questions of degiee and X see no reason to accept them as generic 
m the Jays when we discaid fai gieatei differences as of no a alue 
specifically in other birds 


/Esy to Species 


G lanceolatus , p 60 


A Tail blue bailed with black 
13 Toil all block 

a forehead white, mown black 01 black and 

white G leu cot is, p 61 

b Foie head and mown vinaceous like the back G. btajteciilat is, p 62 


(30) G-arrolus lanceolatus. 

THB Bl-ACK-'i'HKOATBB JiY 

Gat m ttltis fanceolatus Vigors, J ?. Z S , 1680, p 7 (Himalayas) , 
JBlanf & Oate«, i, p 88 

V emac^ular names J Ban sat 9 ah (ot the Simla hillmen) 

Description, forehead, crown, nape, ciest and sides of the head 
black , lemamder of uppei plumage vinous grey, bnglitei 011 the 
rump and upper tail -coverts , tail blue, barred with block, tipped 
with white aud with a bioad subteimmal band of black, prunanes 
and secondanes black, barred with blue on the outer web, the 
primaries narrowly, the outei secondaries bioadly tipped white , 
the inner secondaries g ie) , with a sub&ermmal black band and a 
white tip , lesser coverts vinous, the median and greater black , 
pumary coverts almost entnely white, wing let baired with blue 
and tipped with white 

Chin, thi oat and foreneck blade with white shaft-streaks, the 
black terminating in a patch of iron grey 011 the uppei breast ; 
remaindei of the lower plumage and sides of the neck vinous 
grey, bnghtei than the back. 

Colours of soft parts. Legs and teet livid flesh or slaty pink ; 
claws moie homy , bill slaty pink at base, yellowish at tip , ins 
red-brown, red 01 deep led-lake The colour ot the ins probably 
changes with age 

Measurements Length about 225 to 235 inm , wing 150 to 
155 mm , tail about 160 to 375 mm., taisns 32 to 34 mm , 
culmen about 27 mm 

Distribution The Himalayas fxoin Ohitral and Hazai a to .Nepal 
and the whole of Ghuhwal and Kashmir up to some S,000 feet 
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Nullification Breeds fiom the middle of April to eaily June at 
heights between 4,000 and 23,000 feet, making a shallow cup-shaped 
nest of twigs and roots, more rarely ot grass, lined with moss, 
fern rachides, or fine roots It is generally placed m a small oak 
or other tiee, 10 to 30 feet fiom the ground m thiu fore&t 
The eggs vary from three to six, general! v four oi five In colour 
they vary fiom pale Yellowish stone to pale greenish, finely stippled 
everywhere with olive-brow n and, more seldom, with a few hair- 
lines of black They measure about 28 6 x 22 6 mm. 

Habits The Black-throated Jay is a bird of forests but of the 
thinner more open parts, venturing often into comparaii vely un- 
wooded tiacts Like the Euiopean Jay its toice is loud, harsh 
anti penetrating, and zt is a noisy bird, more especially in the 
mornings and evenings in the breeding season. Xtis omnivorous, 
eating fruit and insects, small mammals, birds and leptiles and 
other bn ds’ eggs Xts flight is Jike that of its European cousin 
and it indulges in the same flappings and contortions w hen on the 
w mg 

Garralus lencotis. 

Key to JSxib&petttes 

A Crown all blade . . G l lencotis, p 61. 

B Crown white, nanowly streaked with black G l oateai , p 02 

(-40) Garrulus lencotis lencotis. 

The Burmese Jay 

Gait ulus lencotis Hume, P A SB, 187-4, p 106 (Kaukaryxt) , 
131 ant & Oates, i, p 30 

Vernacular names None recorded 

Description. Forehead and front of crown white, with brown 
shalt-sti eaks , anterior crown and crest black, lores, feathers 
under the e\es, ear-coverts, chin, throat and front of neck white , 
a broad moustachial streak black, back, rump and scapulats 
vinous brown, paler on the rump , breast the same as the back , 
abdomen and flanks paler vinous brown , upper and under tail- 
coverts and vent white; tail black, baned with ashy towards the 
base ; lesser and median w-mg-coverts like the back , wmglet, 
primary-coverts, the outer greater coverts and the outei webs of 
most ot the secondaries on then basal halves, bright blue banded 
with black , remainder of greater coverts and quills black, the 
primaries with some portions of the outer web gre\ , the inner- 
most secondaiy partially chestnut 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel-brown to daik brown or w'ood- 
biown , bill almost black with pale or whitish tip, legs horny 
white to dull flesh-coloui, claws a little darker. 

Measurements. Total length about 300 to 325 mm , wing X65 
to 177 mm , tail about 130 mm. , taisus about 45 mm , cnlmen 
about 26 mm ' ~ 
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Distribution The hills of Burma from the Kachin Hills m the 
north-east, through the Shan States, Kaien Hills to Tenasseruu 
Kidification. 'This bud breeds in great numbers all round about 
Maymyo, and irs nests and eggs bai e been taken by many- collec- 
tors The nests ore wide, untidy cups of twigs, glass and toots, 
and the eggs are like those of G lanceolatus but very much 
larger, avei aging about 33 0 x 23 0 mm It appears to nest m com- 
munities The breeding season commences in the end of March 
and lasts up to the end of May. Thiee to five esnrs are laid, 
generally four 



Fig 115 — Head of G- l leucotvs 


Habits Bound principally between 4,000 and 7,000 feet, and 
keeping much to pine and dry deciduous i at her than to evergreen 
forest; there is little otherwise m the habits of this Jay which 
calls tor remaik Hanngton found it veiy common in the oak 
forests near Maymyo, and obtained six or seven nests dose to 
one another in quite small patches of forest 

(41) Garanins lencotis oatesi. 

Sea urn’s Jat 

Garruhts oaten Sharpe, Bull B O C , v, p 44, 1896 (Cbin Hills) 
Vernacular names. Kone recorded 

Description Like^e Burmese Jay but has the anterior crown 
and ciest white, broadly streaked with black instead of wbolly 
black. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in G l leucotis 
Distribution Upper and lower Chin Hills right up to ’the 
borders of Manipur and Looshai and probably inside these 
countries also, though the Chmdwin and Irrau addy rivers may 
prove to be its west and eastern boundaries. 
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29Tidificatioii . This Jay breeds in the Chin Hills in April and 
piobably Mav between 3,500 and 5,000 feet Mr J "MI D Mac- 
kenzie describes a nest as “ a shallow ctip m a low tree m sciub 
jungle on a steep hillside It was placed about 10 feet up and 
made entnely ot roots with a few scraps of moss outside It 
measured externally 6 w x2£" inside 4^’x2” ” 

The eggs are like those of the JBuimese Ja\ but the few I have 
seen aveiage smallei. being about 29 5 x 23 1 nun 

The hen sits very close and has literally to be driven fiom the 
nest 

Habits Messrs Hop wood and Mackenzie found this. Jay fairly 
common in the Ohm Hills, keeping to hillsides with oak and. scrub 
forest Voice, flight and habits generally ate m no way dis- 
tinguishable from other species of the same genus They repoit 
this Jay as moving about fairly widely in the spring and autumn, 
visiting compaiaii vely low valleys m the wmtei but always 
bieediug at over 4,000 feet 


Garrulus bispecularis 

Key to Subspecies 


A The palest of all the forms Throat vmaceous 
like head . . 

B Darker and biowner and less vmaceous , 
thioat and lower breast about the same 
colour 

O Still darkei and brownei , throat and breast 
concolorous . . . . 

D Above very rich i ed- vmaceous , thioat and 
sides of head much paler , forehead faintly 
streaked 

E. Above rich red-\ inaceous , throat almost 
pure white and sides of head palei , fore- 
head faintly stieaked 


G b bispeculai is, p 63 

G b intei stmctus, p 64 
G b 2 >e) sntut atus, p B5 

G b. harinfftuni, p 65 

G b > ufesccns, p 65 


It is very doubtful whether the whole of the Gat ruh should not 
be treated as subspecies of the same species m so far as lencotis 
and bispecularis are concerned Hanngtom in many ways links 
up the white-eared forms with the datk-eared ones but the 
breeding areas still require to be carefully woiked out and, until 
this is done, it seems desirable to keep them apait. 

The above key is a far fiom satisfactory one but may suffice to 
enable students who know whence their specimens come to 
identify them. 


(42) Garrulus bispecularis bispecularis. 

The Hiuaei.xak Jay. 

Gan ulus bispecularis Vigors, P Z S, 1831, p. 7 (Himalayas) 
Blanf & Oates, i, p 89 
X restrict the type-locality to JkCmtee f Punjab 


9 
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Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description A broad black moustachial band ; lower part of 
rump, upper and lower tail-coverts, vent and thighs white , with 
these exceptions the whole plumage of the nead, neck and body is 
a uch vmaceous fawn-colour , tail black, with some interrupted 
ashv liars near the base of uhe central pair of feathers ; wings as 
in Ztrucotts. 

Colours of soft parts. Bill duskv ; margins of eyelids dull 
brick -led , ins reddish brown s tarsi and toes pale pinkish fleshy , 
claws livid (j Scully ) 

Measurements Length about 300 mm. ; wing 160 to 178 mm 
tail about 180 ram. ; tarsus about 32 mm ; culmen about 
26 mm 

Distribution Western Himalayas from Cashmere to Nepal and 
Garhwal 

Nidiflcation. Breeds in Apnl, May and June, making a nest of 
twigs and roots, lined either with grass or with liner roots and 
sometimes having a little moss on the exterior In shape it vanes 
fiom a shallow to a deep cap some 6" to 8" m diameter and 
it is placed m a fork of some small tree, near the top Chestnuts 
and oaks seem to be specially favoured It breeds up to 
7,000 feet or higher and sometimes as low as 3,000 feet. 

The eggs number four or hve and are like those of JanceoZattie 
but more boldly speckled and often more reddish m the ground- 
colour and markings. They measure 27 5 X 21 4 mm 

Habits The Himalayan Jay is a resident bird, throughout the 
range between 3,000 and 7,000 feet, perhaps movinc up and down 
a little m summer and winter. It haunts forest of all kinds, 
both evergreen and deciduous, and in general habits it closely 
resembles the Black-thioated Jay. 


(.43) Grarrulus bispecularis inter stinctus . 

Tecjb Sikkim: Ja't 

Garrtilus btspecuZana mtei sttnctus Hartert, Nov. Zoologies©, »'» 
p 480 (1918) (Darjeeling) . 

Vernacular names Lho-Km mo-jpho (Bepcha) 

Description Similar to the Himalayan Jay with the upper 
paits daiker and more reddish blown The throat is concolorous 
with the lowei bieast and upper abdomen 

Measurements Wing 150 to 170 mm {Hat teri) 

Distribution Sikkim and piobably all the hills no™ 1 i/if 
Biahmahputra as tar as the Misbnu and Dafla Hills, wher 
Dr J li'alkmei obtained it 

Nidification and Habits Ndthing recorded. 
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(44) Garmlns bispecularis pers atnra tns. 

The Tvwabta Hills Jat 

Garmlua btspeculans jtersatui atzts Hartert, Not Zoologies, m r, 
p 430 (1918; (Shillong) 

Vernacular names Dao-Jiamjnt (Cachan) 

Description. The darkest and brownest o£ all the races 

Measurements Wing 162 to 176 mm. 

Distribution- Hills south, of the Brahmaputra, but the limits 
still undefined. South of Manipur it is not found in the Chin HtT1« 
and east of the Haga HiIIh the country is still utterly unknown. 

Hidification Breeds in the EZhasia Hills in May, during which 
month two nests were brought in to me with the parent birds 
They were made of twigs, roots and tendrils and lined with finer 
roots and fern rachides ; in shape broad cups about 10" x 4£". 
Both nests were placed in rhododendron trees 15 to 20 feet 
from the ground in mixed oak and rhododendron forest at about 
6,000 feet. 

The eggs are like those of the Himalayan Jay and average 
about 29 0 x 22 5 mm* 

Habits. 1 fouud this bird more than once m N. Caehar in 
stuntedoak forest at 5,000 to 6,000 feet but it was very rare ; in 
the K.hasia Hills it was generally to he fouud either in the pine- 
forests or m the patches of oak-forest just above the pines. In 
habits and manner it was very like the common European Jay, 
but much more shy aud not so noisy. 

(45) Garmlns bispecnlaris hanngtoni. 

Erppos's Jay 

Garnrlus harmolom. Jrtippon, Dull. DOC, it, p 97 (1905) filt. 

'Victoria, S. Ohm Hills) 

■Vernacular n, antes. Hone recorded 

Description. Similar to the Sikkim Jay, but throat whitish and 
sides of head and ear-coverts much paler. The crown is also 
distinctly, sometimes strongly, streaked with blackish. 

measurements This is a large bird, the wing-measurements 
being 170 to 178 mm , so that m size as well as m colour it 
approaches the Burmese Jay. 

Distribution South Chiu Hills and South Hachm Hills, where 
they seem to overlap with the Burmese Jay. A Jay which is 
found m the H. Shan States may be this or leucotis. 

Midification The nest and eggs of this Jay were token on 
Mt Victoria but no details recorded. 

Habits Similar to those of the other Jays. It is said to keep 
much to pine-forests and to grass-covered hills with scattered oaks.* 

* G b mfesceas, , the Yunnan Jay, is almost sure to occur wuhm the 
Shan States and. may be distinguished by the characters given m the key. 

von. i r 
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G-enus NU CIFRAGA Brass , 1760 

The genus Nwctfraga contains the Nutcrackers, birds of well* 
marked form and colour, two of w hich ai e found within Indian 
limits, inhabiting the higher part of the Himalayas where they 
are resident 

In the Nutcrackers the plumage is more or less spotted with 
white , the bill is straight, pointed and about as long as the head , 
the nasal bristles are short and stiff and completely cover the 
nostrils , but the tail is short and very little rounded 

JCetf to Species. 

A. Hump and upper tail-co verts not 

marked with white . N.caryocatactesJiemispila, p 66 

B Bump and upper tail-coverts 

marked with white . . . . . . N midtipunctata, p 67 


(46) ITncifraga caryocataetes hemispila. 

The HnutiTAN N irroEicatEB 

Nucifi ago, hemispila Vigois, PZS, 1830, p 8 (Himalayas), Blnnf & 
Oates, v P 41 

Vernacular names Lho-harufa-pho (Bepcha) 

Bescuption Nanai bustles black and white, forehead, crown, 
nape, hind neck and uppei tail-co verts chocolate-brow n , with these 
exceptions the w hole of the plumage is umber-brown, the sides of 
the head and neck streaked with w bite , chm and throat with a 
few small white shaft-streaks , the back, breast and upper abdomen 
with oval white drops , under tai 1-coverts pure white, wings glossy 
black, the lesser and medinn covei ts with triangular white tips , 
a few of the inner pnmaries with a large oval white mark on the 
inner w ebs, probably disappearing with age, as it is absent m some 
buds , centml tail-feathers blade, the others broadly tipped white, 
llie amount of white increasing outwardly 

Some buds hove the breast-spots pale i ufeeeent instead or white, 
a feature winch seems to have nothing to do with age 

Colours of soft parts. legs and feet black , ins reddish brown 
to hazel or deep brown ; bill brown with paler taps 

Measur ements Total length about 370 mm , tail about 160 to 
160 mm. , wing 206 to 226 mm , averaging about 210 oi rather 
more, bill 40 to 45 mm ; taisus about 40 mm 

The yo un g are pale brown, with rufpscent drops everywhere 
instead of white These, however, turn white at the fust moult, 

when the head also acquires the white colour 

This bud is merely a local iace of the European Nutcracker, 
fiom which it d'ffeis m having a far darker tr ® 

the throat and neck unspotted with w lute and the outer 
feathers almost entirely white instead of merely tapped with white. 
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Distribution The Himalayas from the extreme W , Kepal, 
Si kk im, Bhutan into Tibet Its distribution still requnes a 
considerable amount of consideration as it seems to overlap m 
many places with the next 

Bi difl cation Hume took its nest with, young m May near 
Simla, 6,500 feet, and Air A E Jones found a nest witn young 
and one addled egg in April in the same district, whilst Whymper 
took nest and eggs in Gnrhwal 16 5.06 at 10,500 feet. The 
nests are described as being like neat Grows* nests but with a 
thick liumg ot fir-needles and grass Two clutches of eggs were 
obtained for me m Tibet on 30 4 20, both ot which w ere second 
layings attei the fust had been destioyed The two clutches con- 
tained three and tour eggs, but all were unfortunate! v broken except 
one This, and the eggs taken by Messrs Jones and Why'mpei are 
similar in character to those of the European bird, except that 
they are duller pale oea-green in colout and have much larger 
blotches of olive-sienna and neutral tint 

My egg measures 35 0 x . 23 0 mm 

Habits This bird keeps much to forests of pine, cedar and fir 
between 3,000 and 12,000 feet, and subsists laigely on the seeds 
of these trees , but they' also eat other seeder and fruits ns well as 
insects Though not i egularly gi egnnous, they are said sometimes 
to collect in small parties Their notes are haisli and loud 



Fig 16 — Heart of JT muZttpitnctata 


(-J7) Mucifraga multipnnctata. 

Tire Lutoi n-sponrso Ncichackeh 

i Vuciftatja multipunctala. Gould, I*. Z.S , 1849, p 23 (K W Hima- 
layas) , Blonf Ac Oates, i, p 41 

Vernacular names EJiaJs-JcJiari a (Pushtu) ; Tong-sh e-sTia-aa 
(Tibetan) 

Description Differs Eiom the Himalayan Nutcraekex m being 
darker, a chocolate rather than an umber-brown, and in being much 
more pioFusely maiked with white The lores and uanal bristles 
aie white oi black and white , the lump aud uppei tml-coverts 
hate a w lute spot on each feather , the wiug-coveits aud quills are 
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more profusely spotted with, white, and the white on the lower 
plumage is so extensive as to sometimes make this look almost ' 
wholly white 

Colours of soft parts Xris red-brown , bill horny brown , leers 
and feet black 6 

Measurements. Length about 350 ram , wing 190 to 210 mm , 
average about 200 or rather less , tail 160 to 170 mm. ; tarsus about 
40 mm ; bill about 50 mm and decidedly more slender than in 
Jiemtapzla and its subspecies 

Distribution . N V. Himalayas from Afghanistan, Ghlgit, 
Kashmir, Iiadakh to S E Tibet, whence X have bad specimens 
sent me Chambi Valley an Tibet and Sikkim 

Nichfication E|ggs sent me by Mr X) ^Macdonald with the 
parent birds from the Chambi Valley are exactly like those of 
the European Nutcracker, very pale blue-green speckled with dai Ic 
brown sparsely everywhere and a little more numerous at the 
larger end They measure about 33 6 x 24*6 mm 

The nests were said to be neat facsimiles of those of the Xndian 
House-Crow, but neater and with a lining of pme-needles 

Habits These differ in no way from those of the last bird 
Osmaston says that it feeds principally on the seeds of the Blue 
Dine (PiJiwfi ei celsa) and of the Spiuce {JPtcea. monnda) 

Genus PVRRH0C0BAX Vieill , 1816 

The genua Pyn hocot an? contains the Choughs, of which there 
are two species — P jpyrrhocof aa,, the Bed-billed Chough, and 
jp ffractilus, the Yellow-billed Chough, which occur unchanged 
over n great area of three continents Both aie found within 
Xndian limits 

They resemble tbe true Crows in colour, but differ from them 
all m having the bill and feet brilliantly coloured 

The bill is long and slendei and gently curved throughout its 
length , the nanal plumes are very short and dense. The taisus 
is quite smooth, differing markedly from the true Crows iu this 
respect 

(48) Fyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax. 

The Bed-billed Chough 

Upupa jrtji > hocoi av Linn fSyst Nat , ed x, p. 118 (1758) (England) 
Gtacultts etennta Blanf & Oates, l, p 43 

Vernacular namef. Tsagh (Kandahar) 

Description The whole plumage glossy black. 

Colours of soft parts Iris brown , legs and feet i enmhon-red, 
claws black , bill vermilion-red 

Measurements Total length about 450 mm , wing 270 to 
335 ram. , tail 150 to 170 mm , culmen 45 to 60 min , tarsus 

45 to 53 mm. 
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The Indian, bird seems to average much larger than the English 
though not larger than the Continental bird. 

Distribution Eoi thorn Africa, Europe and 1ST Asia In India 
it is found throughout the Himalayas to Eastern Tibet. 



Fig 17 — Head of J* pyrrhoeorax 



Fig 18 — Foot ot P pyrrhoeorax 


Nidiflcation The Bed- billed Chough bieeds fieelv- in Tibet, 
.Ladakh and Northern Kashmir, breeding generally in cliffs, but. in 
Tibet, frequently in the Tibetan houses and buildings whether 
occupied or not They are early breedeis, laying in the end of 
March and April aud often having a second brood The eggs are 
like those of the English bud, but much duller and more biowiush 
in tint and they aierage much biggei, 417 x 284mm against 
40 7 x 27'9 mm Whjmper took its eggs at the end ot Apul m 
Garliwal at 9,000 and 12,400 feet The nests weie of sticks 
Mith wool lining, placed m clefts ot locks. 
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i Th® Eed-biHed Chough is found in summer up to 

j.e,uuu teet and over, descending in winter to 5,000 feet or 
even low er It is a gregarious sociable bird feeding together on 
the ground much like Books They are noisy birds and haunt 
n uman habitations and camps as well as wilder tracts 


(49) Pyrrhocorax gracnlns. 

Thb Tbelow-bimed Chotjgh. 


Corvus f?> aculus Iann , Syst Nat , ed zn. p 
rhocoi ax aiptnus Blonf & Oates, i/p 


158 (1766) (Swiss Alps). 
44 



F'g 19 — Bead of 2* graculvs 


Vernacular names Kane recorded. 

Description The whole plumage black with a slight gloss, 
more developed on wings and tad e 

Colours of soft parts Ins brown to red-brown; bill yellow, 
feet vermilion, the claws homy brown or black 

^Measurements Total length about 420 mm ; wing 262 to 

^87 mm , tad about 180 mm , culznen 25 to 30 mm. ; tarsus 45 
to 48 mm. 


^ Distribution South Europe and Central Asia In India 
tnioughout the Himalayas fi om Kohat to Central Tibet and 
South-East Tibet 

a 1 nruL 0a ^ 10n have been taken m the Liddsr Valley and m 

SE Tibet m A pul and May from nests placed m steep rocky 
cliffs, either in holes or in crevices in rocks As a rule the 
breeding places are almost or quite inaccessible The eggs differ 
in no way fiom those of the Euiopean bird The ground-colour 
is a very pale yellowish grey, rarely with a cream tint, and the 
spots me of light brown and neutral tint, rather sparse as a rule 
but more numerous at the larger end 

Habits In summer it is found between 10,000 and 15,000 feet, 
coming down to 5,000 feet in winter According to Stoliczka this 
species is very social and frequently visits the camp of the 
traveller in Spitz and Xadakh, as it does also m Tibet It is as 
familiar and noisy in the neighbourhood of vdlages and comping- 
giounds as the common House-Crow is m India. In the breeding 
season it to some extent deserts human habitations for the \i ilder 
cliffs. 
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Genus PODOCES Fischer, 1823. 

In this most remarkable genus are found certain species of 
buds which appear to be most nearly related to the Choughs hut 
should possibly be placed in a family by themselves 

The bill is slender and very long and the nostrils completely 
concealed under stiff plumes ; the wing is short and rounded and 
the legs long and strong 

These curious birds, to which the name of Ground Choughs has 
been given, differ from all other forms of Oorvidce m their 
very weak flight In habits thev are stiictly ground-birds 
spending practically their whole time upon it They are found 
only on the high plateaus of Central Asia, a single specimen of 
one species having straggled into Tndia 

(50) Podoces Iramilis. 

Hume’s Gsotrero Chough 

JPodocea humtha Hume, Ibis, 1871, p 408 (Saxyu Pass, Yarkand) 

Vernacular names. Hay-day (Tibetan) 

Description. Above sandy brown with whitish collar around 
neck , w mg-coverts like the buck with faint terminal brown bars ; 
quills brown with pale edges , below' pale lsabellme with centre 
of abdomen almost white , central tail-feathers blackish brown 
paling to isabelline-white on the outermost 

Colours of soft parts Bill and feet black, ins bi own 

^Measurements Wing 90 to 9d mm * tail about 65 mm., tarsus 
28 mm. ; bill about 23 mm. 

The female is a tnfle smaller, wing 88 to 90 mm 

Distribution Yarkand to Tibet, £oko Nur and Kansu. A 
single specimen has been sent me front the Chambi Valley m the 
extreme noi th of Native Sikkim 

NidifLcatiom This bird breeds freely m Tibet between 11,000 
and 15 000 feet, making its nest, a soft pad of glass and fur, in 
buirows of the Mouse-hares, or Belt-made. According to Hressei 
the nest is sometimes placed at the end of a tunnel as much as 
12 feet long, such as one would hardly expect the bird to excavate 
tor itself The eggs, either three or tour in number, are pure 
white and measure about 22 9 x 16 4 mm The breeding season 
is May, June and July 

Habits. They inhabit the same uplands as those inhabited by 
the Mouse-hares but are sometimes seen away from them Their 
flight is very low and feeble and they are essentially ground-birds, 
spending their whole time theieon and never pei clung on trees or 
hushes. They are lusect feedeis. 
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Family PARIDJE. 

TSB XCMfOUSEB. 

Oates included the Titmouses in the same family as the Crows 
and the group of birds he called Crow-Tits Whilst, how ever, 
they show certain affinities with both of these groups, the three 
seem to be much easier to separate than are many others, such as 
the Thrushes, flycatchers and Warblers, the true Shnkes, etc., 
and it, therefore, seems to be moie consistent to keep these 
separate also. 

The Titmouses, Pandas, differ from the Oonndas in having the 
first primary equal to or less than half the length of the second, 
whereas the latter have this always more than half as long as the 
second 

lake the Got vicUe, the Pandas have the nostrils concealed by 
feathers or bristles, though in the genus Jtfelanaehlora the soft 
feathers which lie over the nostrils do not wholly cover them. 
The bill is short and corneal, varying considerably m depth and 
stoutness ; the metal bristles are short, the tarsus well developed 
and the surface scutnlated ; the wing is generally weak and 
rounded bnt is longer and more pointed in J&felanochlora. 

Hellinayr has divided the Titmouses into several subfamilies, and 
includes amongst them the Paradoxomithtdas. These latter birds, 
however, seem to me to constitute a good family, showing m some 
respects an affinity to the Titmonses, but in others a stall closer 
connection with the Txm eltxdce. The genus i’onum, the JBearded 
Tits, should probably also be placed with the Paradostomithtdee. 

A« regards the Indian Titmouses, 1 see no reason to divide them 
into subfamilies, and I include them all m the same Since, 
however, the * fauna of India ’ was published, we have had to add 
other genera and Bpecies to our list, the principal being JRemtz 
(u&nthosvojptcr) coronattis and Pants ( Cyamstes) cy anus. 

The key to the genera given below applies only to our Indian 
species. Uellmayr includes Lophophanes , Sylvtparus , Machlolo- 
phtts and Cy artistes in the genus JParus, but though Cyantstes 
cannot be divided from that genus, the other three appear to me 
to he generically distinct and are therefore retained Lopho- 
phones , it is true, is not always crested Our Indian Lophophanes 
ater cemodttxs has a well-developed crest, although it is only a sub- 
species of L ater ater which has none and the tu o extremes are 
bnlrcH up by geographical races which have crests in vaiying 
degree On the other hand, the shape of the tail m this genus 
quite suffices to keep it distinct from Pants. 

Chramstes is a true Pants m everything hut colour. 

The young are like the adult but paler, and in some species the 
grey or black m the adult is strongly suffused with green m the 

young. 
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Key to Genera. 

A Tail slightly rounded 
a Head not ciested 

a' Outermost tail-feathers falling short 
of .the tip of the tail by length of 
hind claw only 

b' Outermost tail-feathers falling short 
of the tip by length of hind toe and 
claw ... 

b Head crested 

c'. Wing never as much as 90 mm 
d r . Win g never as short as 100 mm. 

J3 Tail square or very slightly forked. 
c Head crested 
d. Head not crested 

c' -Plumage above yellowish green. 

No green on upper plumage 


Paru-, p 73 

^3Egithai.i 8CTI8, p 93 

Machlolophu 8, p 89 
Mflanochloka, p lOl. 

Lophophanks, p 83 

SlLVlFARUS, P 88 
Bemiz, p lOO. 


Genus PARTIS Lmn , 1766. 

The^genus jPartes, of which the Great Tit of England may be 
considered the type, contains those Tits which are not crested 
and m which the tail is slightly lounded They have a broad, 
black, ventral band and in this character agree « ith JWachlolojohus , 
which, however, possesses a long pointed crest 

The true Tits are found over a considerable portion of the 
world Jfive species inhabit the Indian Empire, two being found 
over the gi eater part of Europe and Asia, i e majot and j>alustris , 
two, rvuchalxs and monttcolus, being local , and the fifth, cyamis, a 
very rate visitor 

In JPatus the feathers of the crown aie rather long, but do not 
form a ciest , the tail is considerably shorter than the wing, and 
the outer feathers are sfaoitei than the central ones by about the 
length of the hind claw. 

Key to Spenes 

A Plumage not’blue and white 

a Lower plumage whitish buff, or fawn, but 
not buglit yellow 
a’ Sack and rump ashy oi greenish 
i' Back and rump black 
o' Back and rump olive-brown 
b Lower plumage bright yellow 
B Plumage all blue and white above 

Par us major- 

The Great- Tits or Giey-Tits may be divided into two gioups — 
the first group with gieen backs and yellow undei paits, the 
second \wth grey backs and the under paits lauging iiom 
practically pure white to fawn or buff. 

The first group, that of the true JPatus majot , jranges o\ ei tbe 
whole of Europe, extieu.e Noitliem Afucn and jN oi them Asia to 


P majot , p 73 
JP michalis , p 79 
P paltistt is, p 81. 
P monttcolus, p 80 
P ci/anus, p 81 
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Japan. Southwards it extends to Palestine, Asm Minor and 
[Northern Persia — 

The second gioup, which we may call the Indian cineretts 
group , is to be found thiough Southern Persia and North Arabia, 
throughout India and m a loop working Noith, including Afghan- 
istan, Syr Dana and Amu Dana m Turkestan, Tianschan and 
Kashmir Past it is lonnd through Buima and Southern China 
and the countries South of them Between these two distinct 
gioups we have more or less intermediate forms found m Tibet, 
[N ort hern Shan States, and Central Asia. 

Within Indian limits we have no form approaching the 
Eai opean JPai us major major group, all our geographical races 
belonging to the grey einereus group 


Key to Subspecies. 

A No green on 'hack. 

a Upper and lower plumage daikei , tail 
black on inner web with grey edge, and 
all grey on outer web Wing 60 to 
68 mm , tail 63 to 61 mm 
b Paler , upper parts a pale clear blue-grey, 
under parts almost white, nuchal patch 
distinct and nearly white Wing 08 to 
76 mm , tail 62 to 63 mm 
c. Upper and lower parts darker, nuchal 
patch greyei and inconspicuous 
a' Iiaiger , wing 70 to 78 mm , tail 60 
to 70 mm ... 

b Smaller, wing 63 to 70 mm , tail 62 
-to 63 nun 

d Uppei plumage as dark as otneremo , tail 
black on both webs with narrow 
giey edges "Wing 63 tP 74 mm , tail 
61 to 62 mm . 

33 Some green on upper plumage 

e Uppei parts and scapulars all ohve-gieen , 
wing 66 to 78 mm , tail 66 to 74 mm 
y Green confined to extreme upper back, 
wing 61 to 08 mm , tail 63 to 61 mm 


P »*. ctnereuSf p 74 


[p 76. 

P. m inter medius, 


[p 70 

JP m Aaschmtnensis, 
[p 77 

P m planoi tim, 


[P 77 

JP m main attar um, 


JP tn tibetanus, p 78 
tP 78 

JP m commtxtus , 


(51) Par us major cinereus. 


The IurniAH GTobt Tit. 

JP«,«« ctnet eus Vieill , Nouv Diet d’Hist Nat, xx, p 316 (1818) 
(Ja\a) 

Farits ettneeps Blniif & Oates, i, p 46 


Vernacular names. Ram-gang* a (Bong ) 

Description Forehead, lores, crown, nape, chin, throat, breast, 
a band on eithei side the neck connecting the nape with the 
bienst, and a band down the middle of the abdomen, black, cheeks 
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and ear-coverts white , the uppei pait of the back next the nape 
white, remaindei of back, rump, scapulars, lower and median 
covjerts ashy grey, wmglet and greater coverts black, edged with 
ashy grey and the latter broadly tipped with white, quills dark 
brown, the earliei primaries and innei secondaries edged with white, 
the other quills with ashy grey, upper tail-coieits deep ashy 
blue tail black, the four median pans of leathers ashy grey on the 
outei webs and all but the middle two pans tipped w r ith wbite, 
fifth pair white, watli the shaft black and a band of black on the 
inner web, outei pair neai ly entirety white with black shafts, 
sides of the breast and abdomen vitmceous , under tail- coverts 
black m the centre, white at the sides 



Fig 20 — Head of P m ci licrcus 


Colours of soft parts. Bill black , ins brow n , l«*gs and feet 
plumbeous. 

measurements Total length about 140 mm.; wing 60 to 68 mm , 
tail 53 to 61 mm , tarsus about 15 mm , culmeu about 10 mm 

The young of this and all the allied grey forms have a tinge of 
yellow r on the lower ports and generally a good deal of green on 
the upper 

Disti lbution Northern India, Assam, Western Burma to 
Sunda Island and a 

Nidification. Breeds throughout its range but at different 
times in different localities from March to June The nest is 
placed m a hole of a tree, wall or, more larely, in a bank and 
consists of a pad of moss, hair, wool or fur occasionally wnth 
some veere table cotton and leathers Wickliam reports that it 
took readity to nest-boxes placed low' down on trunks of trees in 
his garden at Maymyo The eggs, four to six m number in 
India, three oi four only m Buima, aie white oi \ery pale pink 
with spots and specks of reddish brown They average about 
17 Ox 13 3 mm 

Habits Though not gregarious in the strict sense of the term, 
these little birds ore very sociable and may often be seen con- 
sorting m small parties in favounte feeding-haunts They are 
restless, active little birds, clambering about branches and twigs 
m their search for insects, now hanging head downmost to reach 
some tempting morsel below, now standing on tip-toe to get to 
one above them and then once moie scuttling round to catch 
some quickly moving ant or spider They feed on all kinds o 
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insects, many seeds and fruits and in times of stress practically 
anything that comes to hand A meaty bone is a tempting bait 
to them as is a split cocoa-nut hung in a tiee near their haunts. 
They are essentially arboreal in. their habits but occasionally 
descend to the ground after insects Their note is a rather BhnU 
w histle and their flight rather feeble and dipping. They are 
resident birds almost wherever found, moving about to some 
extent accoidmg to the seasons. 


(52) Parus major intermedins. 

Tbb Afghan G-bbv-Txx. 

J Petrus boehtuenau var tnfeimadtua Sarudnv, Bull. Soc Imp Nat. 

Moscow, (No 8), vol ni t p. 789 (1890) (S W Transcaspia) 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description A very pale race, the upper parts a clear blue- 
grey, the under parts almost pure white with very little tinge of 
vmoceous, the nuchal patch is white and conspicuous and the 
grey of the tail pale and extensive. 

Colours of soft parts as in etna cue, but the legs are pale slaty 
grey. 

Measurements A rather large bird with a comparatively short 
tail. Wing 68 to 75 mm. ; tail 62 to 63 mm. 

Distribution Afghanistan, Baluchistan, Chitral, Past Persia 
and S W. Transcaspia. 

Nidification and Habits as m ctnereus ; the eggs average 
about 17 5 x 13 6 mm Its nest and eggs weie taken by White- 
head at Kalhutty, Baluchistan, and by Harmgton in the Klmgan 
Valley Pulton found it up to 12,000 feet in Chitral, where it was 
very common, and. took two nests from holes m Walnut-trees 


(53) Parus major kaschmiriensis. 

The Kashmir G-bet-Tit 

JP 'mu* majoi Laechmti tenats Hortert, Vog. Pal, i, ]> (1906) 

(Gilgit) 

Vernacular names. None recorded 

Description A dark bird distinguishable from all others off tbe 
daik toims by its greater size, both uppei and lower parts are 
not as dark, liowevei, as m ctnet eus, but the nuchal patch is grey 
and very inconspicuous 

Colours of soft parts as in etnereue. 

Measurements. Wing 70 to 79 mm , tail 60 to 70mm. 

Distribution. Kashmir, Qarhwal, Simla, and Hills of the North- 
West. 
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Kidification. Breeds freely in Kashmir and elsewhere, from 
3,500 feet up to 9,000 feet or higher The e gg s four to six, or 
even seven, are more nchly coloured than are those of the Indian 
Grey-Tit and measure about 18*5 x 13 5 mm The breeding 
season is from the end of Apul to early June 
Habits as m the other GS-rey-Tits 


(54) Paras major planonun. 

The PtnrjAB Geet-Tit 

PflHM mqjoi planorunt Hartert, Nov Zool , 1905, p 499 (S Punjab) 

Vernacular names None recorded 

Description This bird is a small replica of the Kashmir G-rej - 
Tit, much the same size as czueretis but decidedly paler. 

Colours of soft parts as m einet etts. 

Measurements Wing 63 to 70 mm , tail 52 to 63 mm. 

Distribution Plains of N.W. India and Punjab. 

Hidification Nothing recorded Eggs of a clutch sent me, and 
said to have been taken at Zjahore, average about 17 5 x 13*4 mm 

Habitfi as usual, hut according to Hartert this is purely a plains 
form though there is very little material available for study in the 
shape of breeding specimens 

(55) Paras major mahrattaram. 

The Southehit Ghet-Tit. 

JPat us ‘niajot maht attarum Hartert, Nov Zool , 19 05, p 499 (Ceylon) 

Vernacular names None recoided. 

Description Similar to the Jndian Grey-Tit or even darker, 
the nuchal patch hardly noticeable aud the tail-feathers wholly 
black on both webs, with only narrow grey edges to the outer 
webs The black central streak on the abdomen is generally iery 
wide 

Measurements. Wing 63 to 74 mm ; tail 51 to 62 mm 

Distribution The whole of Central and South Xndia and 
Ceylon. It is found as for ndrth ns Northern Bombay across to 
Chota Nagpore and E Bengal 

Nidihc ation Bieeds throughout its range in the more hilly 
parts which are w ell wooded In the northern drier countries it 
lays m Ifebiuary, March, and early April, m South India in 
March and April and an the higher hills in April to June, whilst m 
Poona Betham took eggs as late ns August, possibly second 
broods The eggs aie more nchly coloured, as a rule, than, 
those of cxru>i etts and the average size of 30 eggs is 17 4 x 13 6 mm’ 
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Habits Similar to those o£ ctnereus This little Titmouse is 
really moie of a hills than a plains bird, though in, the w in ter it 
wanders over a very wide extent of country It prefers hills and 
broken country, more especially such as aie fairly well covered 
with trees and forest, and it is found m the hills of Southern 
Xndia practically up to their summits 

(56) Pams major tibetanus. 

Tice Txbbtjlk Gbeat-Tit. 

JRqw its major tibetanus Hortert, Vog Pal , p 846 (1005) (Chakaam). 

Vernacular names. None xecorded 

Description Back decidedly green and the lower pai ts suffused 
with yellow Its size alone at once distinguishes it from com- 
mttetus and minor, and it has more white on the tail than either 
of these races. 

Colours of soft parts as m ctnet eus, but tarsi apparently paler 
and bugliter slate-blue 

measurements. Wing 66 to 70 min , generally over 70, tail 
66 to 74 mm 

Distribution S E Tibet, Yunnan and N 33 Kauri Kachin 
Sills Chumba Valley, Sikkim 

Nidificatxon A common bleeder m the Gy an tee Plain, Tibet, 
breeding both m holes in trees and in walls and banks Eggs of 
a clutch, taken from a small natuial hole m a willow, measuie 
about IS 8 x 18 5 mm , and are richly marked for Gieat-Tit*& egg*. 
The nest was of wool and Mouse-hare (Ztoffomys) fur It was 
taken on 18 5 17 

Habits Those of the species 

(07) Paros major commixtus. 

Tub Btraan.sB GusAx-Trr. 

JParus rommia-tus Swmhoe, Ibis, p 68 (1868) (S China) 

Partis minor BlanF & Oates, x, p 48 

Vernacular names Puxnum memha (Burmese) 

Description Differs from tibetanus in having the gieen con- 
fined to the upper back aud scapulars, the yellow below is 
obsolete or very slight, and the white on the outer tail-featkeis 
is less extensive. Prom the true minor of Japan and 1ST China 
it differs in being much less green above, aud nioie buff or 
viuaceous rather than yellow below. 

Colours of soft parts as in cvnereus 

Measurements Wing 61 to 68 mm., generally under 66 , tail 

53 to 61 mm , 

Distribution Tenosserim, Pastern Burma, Siam, Shan States 

and S. China 
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NidifiCatioii Breeds m April and May and possibly sometimes 
earlier, as a clutch in. the Waters tiadt collection was taken on 
the 20th February. The nest is made of far, wool, or hair, 
sometimes with a base of soft moss and sometimes mixed moss 
and other materials, but nearly always lined with wool, hair, or 
fur Xt is generally placed m some hole in a tree or dead stump 
but Haring ton took it from a hole m a bank The eggs, four to 
six in number, aie like those of cmereus and measure about 
16 2 X 12 8 (16 80 X 13 Off mm .Mackenzie) 

Habits Much tbe same as those of ctnetens m India. A 
sociable, lively little bird frequenting, preferablv, broken hilly 
countiy and ascending the hills to at least 6,000 feet but also 
being found m the low country, perhaps, however, more frequently 
m the wiutei than m the summer. 


(58) Paros nuchalis. 

Tun White-winged Biulok-Tix 

Pant* nuchalis Jerdon, Mndr Jo urn , xm, p 131 (1844) (Eastern 
Ghats) , 131 an f & Oates, i, p 49 

Vernacular names JValla jaatsa jitta (Tel ) 

Description The whole upper plumage, wing-coverts, lores, 
sides of the crown, chm, throat, centre of the breast and a broad 
\eiitral band black, a large nape-patch, the cheeks, ear-coverts 
and those parts of the plumage not already mentioned white ; 
the undei tail-coveits streaked with black; quills with the outei 
webs white at base and a partial narrow edging of white elsewhere ; 
the later secondaries broadly edged white ana tbe innermost one 
or two w holly white The two outer tail-feathers white, the next 
with the outer web w’hite, the inner web black with a white tip, 
the other featheis black with white tips The amount of white on 
the tail varies considerably in diffeient individuals 

Colours of soft parts Ins daik brown; bill black, legs and 
feet slaty-plumbeous (Butler) 

Measurements Total length about 140 mm ; wing 61 to 71 mm ; 
tail 51 to 57 mm ; tarsus about 18 mm , culmen about 
10 mm 

Distribution From the country round the Sambhar Lake 
through Ajmere to Deesa and on to Catch ; Jerdon first obtained 
it on the Eastern Ghats west of Nelloie and Dr Stewart obtained 
it at Bangalore The specimen in the Bntish Museum from 
the Gadow collection is labelled Bhutan, but this assuredly is 
a mistake 

Hidification Nothing on lecord. 

Habits Apparently a resident bird wherevei found, but veiy 
little is kno wn about it J erdon records it as keeping to the tops 
of heavily wooded hills on the Eastern Ghats. 
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(59) Farns monticolus monticoltis. 
Tax: OsEBy-BAOKXi) Tit 


jParus mont taolus Vigois, P Z S , 1831, p 22 (Himalayas, Simla) , 
Blanf & Oates, i, p 49 

Vernacular names Sat ak-chaJe~p7to (Xjepcha), Daosv-ivhet 
(Cachari) 

description Cheeks and ear-coverts white , the w hole head, 
nape, breast and a bioad hand down the middle of the abdomen 
black , a whitish patch on the nape , back and scapulars greenish 
yellow , rump slaty , upper tail-coverts black , tail black, the outer 
webs suffused with blue, all the feathers tipped with white, the 
outer web of the outermost feather entirely white , lesser wmg- 
coverts black, edged with slaty ; the other coverts and the winglet 
black, edged with bluejmd tipped with white, forming two wing- 
bars , the earlier primaries edged with white at base and below 
the emargmations , the others, with the outer secondaries, edged 
with blue and tipped with white , innermost secondaries black 
edged and tipped with white , abdomen, sides of breast and 
axillanes bright deep yellow , under toil-coverts black, tipped with 
white 


Colours of soft parts Bill black j ins brown ; legs dark slate or 
plumbeous, clam s horny-brown to blackish 

Measurements Total length about 180 mm , wing 64 to 69 mm , 
toil 64 to 60 mm. , tarsus about 18 to 20 mm. , cu linen about 
10 mm 

The female is a little smaller with a wing of 60 to 65 mm 


Distribution The Himalayas from the extreme If W to 
Manipur, Chittagong and the IST.E of the Chin Hills 

Nidification This little Tit breeds throughout its range at 
altitudes between 4,000 and 9,000 feet m Apnl, May and June. 
It makes a nest of moss, fur, wool aud hair, sometimes of one, 
someti mes of two or more of these materials, and often with a 
dense lining of feathers Any convenient bole will suffice whether 
it be m a tree, a wall, part of a building or occasionally a bank 
Tn Shill ong it has been found m a hole in the thatch of a house 
but, for nesting purposes, this bird does not frequent houses and 
buildings as often as do the Gbrey-Tits 

The eggs number from four to six and even eight and are white, 
boldly and freely blotched with red and reddish brown. 100 eggs 
aveiage 17 1x128 

Habits. A high-level bird, this little Tit is seldom found much 
below 5,000 feet, whilst it may be seen m the Western Himalayas 
tin to and over 10,000 feet It is a sociable, familiar little bird, 
haunting eardens and the vicinity of human habitations, keeping 
much to the trees and taller shrubs, on which it keeps up an 
ever-restless hunt for its insect food It also eats many fruits 
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bat is not a seed-eatei, nor does it seem to enjoy a stray meat- 
bone from the kitchen as cmereus does Xts note is a very 
loud four syllabic whistle, which may be written the 

third syllable much prolonged In Shillong, where it is very 
common, this call is the first bird-note to be heard m the early 
dawn when it is most persistent and shrill though quite musical 


(60) Paras cyanns tianschamcus. 

Thh TxAirsoHAar Blue-Tit 

Cyanzstea cyantts var tttmschantznts Menzbier, Bull Soc Zool France, 
ix, p 276 (1884) (Mountains of Central Asia) 

Vernacular names None recorded 

Description. A thin line of deep blue running through the 
eye and over the ear-coverts in a narrow collar round the nape , 
remainder of head pale vinous blue or blue-grey ; back pale 
blue-giey , upper tail-co\ erts bnght daik blue, tipped with w hifce , 
outermost tail-feathers white, wnth the basal third of the inner 
web black ; on each succeeding pair the white decreases and 
the black increases and becomes more blue, especially on the 
outer web, until the central rectnce* uie all dark blue, except for 
broad white tips. Visible portion ot closed wing deep blue, the 
quills edged with white on their teiminal h. lives and the luner 
secondaries with bold white tips also , greater co\ erts with smnLu. 
tips making a broad bar of white across the w mg. 

Below pale vinous blue-grey with a broad patch of black on the 
abdomen forming an interrupted black median line on these parts 

Colours of soft parts Bill slaty horn , indes brow m , legs and 
leet plumbeous 

Measurements. "Wing about 75 mm , ti.il about 65 mm ; culmen 
about 7 mm ; tarsus about 15 mm. 

Distribution Tianschan, Turkestan, Afghanistan, Chitial 

N ldifLc ation It is said to breed m May, laying 1-0 or 11 typical 
Blue-Tits* eggs, white spotted wnth red, in a nest of hair nnd 
grass m a bole. Xn size they seem to vury between IS 5 X 12 5 
(Dy6 o ivsJcz) and 14 8 X 11 5 mm {Ray) 

Habits Those of the genus They are found at considerable 
elevations, certainly np to 12,000 feet, descending low er m n inter, 
especially in the most northern parts of their habitat w'here they 
may he found at the level of the Plains Pulton obtained five 
young birds in Chitral, at 10,000 feet in July 1902 , he reports 
that this Tit was common there in the iner-bed, where they were 
fiequenting dense scrub of willow , juniper nnd bucli 

VOL. I. — Cr 
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Faros palostriB. 

Key to Subspecies 

A Back grey, tinged with olive-green . . 2* p Jeorejetot, p 82 
B Back olive-brown, much darker . . JP. p pcealopsis p 82 

(61) Faros palostris korejewi, 

Thu TubsobstjUV ](1abse-T£f. 

J Pat us communis korejeun Zarud. & Barms, Orn. Monat«b , x, p 64 
(1902) (Karatau, Turkestan). 

Vernacular names. None recorded 

Description Head, nape and extreme upper back, cbm and 
uppei throat black , back grey, tinged with olive-rufous , next 
to black of head on nape pure white, fading into smoky fulvous on 
neck ; below white tinged with fulvous on flanks and abdomen , 
wing-quills brown, with silver-grey edges; ooveits broadly edged 
grey- 

Measurements. Wing about ,65 mm., tail about' 66 2 mm.; 
tarsus about 16 mm. , culmen about 10 mm. 

Distribution Turkestan, Afghanistan, Baluchistan A lare 
stragglei into extie me N.W India 

Bidiflcation A dutch of eggs token at Sarsen, Turkestan and 
given to me by Heir M Kuschel aie indistinguishable from those 
of the British Marsh-Tit They average about 16 0x125 mm. 
and were taken on the 10th May, 1896 

Habits. Similar to those of other races of the Marsh -Tit. 

( 62 ) Purus palustris poBcilopsis. 

Thb Tuotak Marsh-Tit 

Lophophanes paectlopsut Sharpe, Bull B O. C., xm, p 11 (1902) 
(Chatung, W Yunnan) 

Vernacular names. None recorded 

Description Similar to the last, but much darker olive -brown 
above and darker, dullei fulvous below. 

Colours of soft parts Not given, but appear to be the same as 
in the Butish bird. 

Measurements Total length about 120 mm., culmen about 
10 mm , wing about 65 mm , tail about 52 mm , tarsus about 

14 mm 

Distribution Yunnan. A specimen obtained bv Col H. H. 
Haungton near Maymyo iu the Kachm Hills is refeiable to this 

race 

Nidiflcation and Habits Nothing recorded. 
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Genus LOPHOPHANES Kaup, 1829 

This genus is very similar to Pat us, but can be distinguished by 
the shape of its tail which is square 01 slightly forked. Our 
Indian species aie crested but others are not and even 
m the same species the crest may be absent, moderate or w ell 
developed as in Itophophanes ater ater which has no crest, and in 
I. a asmodzits which has a long one 

Key to Species 

A With a double row of spots on the wmg- 
coverts 

a Abdomen 11 on-grey 
b Abdomen ferruginous . 

B With no spots on wing-covei ts 
c Chm ana thioat black 01 blackish 
a' Breast and abdomen feirugmous 
b' Breast black 

rf Chin and thioat fulvous giey 


It. melanoJophus , p 83 
I ater eemodius, p 84 


I > uhidiventns, p 84 
I ritfonuckahs , p 83 
I dtcht ous , p 86 


(63) IiOplLophaiies melanoloplms. 

The Guested Beack-Tit. 

Pitt US melanolopbus Vigois, P Z S , i, p 23 (1831) (JHimalayas) 
lophophanes melanolophits Blnnf & Oates, i, p 57. 

Vernacular names None mcoided. 

Description forehead, ciown, ciest, hind neck, loies, chin, 
throat and crest deep black , a large patch on the nape white ; 
the enr-co veits extending down the sides of the neck, the cheeks 
and undei the eye white , upper plumage iron-grey, the exposed 
parts of the wing and tail paler , the middle and low er senes of 
the wing-coverts, the inner and some of the outer secondaries 
tipped with white, the tips of the coverts more or less tinged with 
rufous , lower plumage from the bieast downwards iron-grey, 
the under wing-coverts, axillanes and a poition of the flanks 
chestnut , under tail-coverts neatly all chestnut 

Colours of soft parts Bill black , legs, feet and claws daik 
bluish grey , ins biown ( Davzson ) 

Measurements Length about 110 -mm , wing 60 to 63 mm , tail 
about 37 to 38 mm , taisus about 16 mm , culraen about 6 mm 

The young have the head biown , the upper plumage greyish - 
brown, the wing spots very lufous, the chin, throat, and crest 
broun , the remainder of the lower plumage fulvous-brown with 
the axillanes pale chestnut. 

Distribution The Himalayas from Afghanistan to Garhwal, 
between 6,000 and 12,000 feet. 

Bidification Breeds at all heights from the end of March to the 
middle ot June, most eggs beitig laid m May The nest may be 
placed m any conxenient hole, in tree, wall, bank or lock It has 
generally a substantial basis of moss, sometimes *e\eial inches 

6 2 
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thick, over which is placed a mass of fur, hair or wool. The eggs 
number fiom four to ten and are white with spot’s of blight 
brownish red Typically the> aie longer ovals than are the eggs 
of the genus Pants and one hundred eggs average 15 7 x 11*7 mm 
They are said to generally iear two broods 

Habits This little Tit is extremely common over the Western 
Himalayas, being found up to 12,000 feet m summer and down to 
52,000 feet in. wintei, perhaps even lower. It goes about m flocks 
of some dozen or moie birds and is very partial to oak forest when 
not too thick It is said by Adams often to associate with 
CepJialojyyi us flammiceps 


(64) Lophophanes ater cemodms. 

Tub H 1 MA. 1 .AYAV Coj.e-Tje r 


Pants esmo-iins Ilodjr* , J A 8 B, an,p, 043 (1844) (Nepal) 

Lophophams eeniotJtus Dlanf & Ojites, 1 , p 60 

Tentacular names. None lecoided. 

Description Toiehead, ciown, crest, lores, sides of the head 
and nape, chin, throat and sides of the neck black , cheeks, ear- 
coverts and a nape-patch white, uppei plumage and exposed paits 
of wings and tail bluish asliy , the rump tinged with ferruginous , 
the median and greater coverts tipped with white, forming two 
wing-bars , the inner and a few of the outei secondaries minutely 
tipped with white , lower plumage, axillanes and under wing- 
coverts ferruginous 

Colours of soft parts Ins daik brown , legs leaden grey , bill 
black (Planfmd) 

Measur e ment s.. Total length about 105 mm , w mg 59 to 61 mm ; 
t ail about 40 mm ; tarsus about 17 mm , culmen about 6 mm 

Distribution Nepal and Sikkim It extends into the South of 
Tibet as I have had a skin sent me of a bird caught on the nest m 
the Gharnbi Valley 

Nidification A bird sent me with some eggs was caught on its 
nest in a hole of an oak-tree nt between 10,000 and 11,000 feet 
elevation The nest was all of lafc fur, a well matted pad fitting 
into the bottom of the hollow The eggs are indistinguishable 
from those of the Europeon Cole-Tit and measuxe about 1/ »X 
12 9 mm The nest was taken on the 13th J une 

Habits This is a bn d of high elevation from 6,000 feet upw ards, 
as cending os high as 12,000 feet at least 


(65) Iiophophanes rubzdiventris. 

The BuFOts-BEtLiED Cbestee Tit. 


Pa, us 7 ubidtveni, is Blyth, J A S B ,xyi, p 445 (1847) (Nepal) 
Lophophanes ntbidnenti ts Blanf &, Oates, 1 , p 58 

Vernacular names None recorded 



LOPIIOSHAKLS 


85 


Description Cheeks, ear-caveis, sides of the neck and a large 
nuchal spot white, remainder of head and neck dark brown 01 
blackish, but rnoie the deep black of itxelanolojpli us , upper plumage 
olive- brow n , the wings and tail blown, with bluish-ashy edges 
and the uppei tail— covet t s tipped with fulvous , lower plumage 
and under wing coveits feiragmous 

Colours of soft parts Ins daik biown, bill black, legs and 
feet plumbeous-biown 

Me asm ements Total length about 115 mm , wm g 60 to 63 mm ; 
tail about 42 to 43 111 m , taisus about 18 mui , culmen about 8 mm 

Distribution Hepal and “ N W Himalayas * The latter 
locality is gn en for some specimens m the I’m will Collection, 
and may reter to Kumaon 

Nidification and Habits .Nothing lecoided 

Xiophopliaiies rufonnclmlis, 

j Key to Subspecies 

A Uppei and lower bi east blade aujl abdomen \_nuchali&, p 85 

ashy olive A t eifunuchalis ntfo - 

B CJppei bieast black , lowei breast and abdo- 
men ashy olive . ... A » bcavant, p 86 

(66) Iiophophanes rufoimchalis rufonuchalis. 

Tan S 1 A 11 .A Bla_ok-Tu. 

Panes t ufbnuchahs Blyth, J A S B , xvm, p 810 (1849) (Simla). 

Iiophophanes t ufomtchalts Blaui & Oates, 1 p 58 

Vernacular names Hone recorded. 

Description Bar-coverts, under the eye and a stripe down the 
neck white, lemamder of bead and neck, breast and a broad band 
down tbe abdomen black , nuchal spot white, tinged with ferru- 
ginous next the back, upper plumage olive-green ; lower abdomen 
and sides of the body ashy-olive , under tail-coverts and axillanes 
chestnut , under wmg-coveits pale fulvous. 

Colours of soft parts Ins dark brown , legs, feet aud bill black 
* Measurements Xiength about 130 mm , wing 73 to 77 mm ; tail 
about 55 mm , taisus nearly 20 mm ; culmen about 10 mm 

The young lime the black leplaced with brown and the chestnut 
with pale rutous 

Distribution Tmkestan and .Afghanistan and N W- Himalayas 
to Gaihwal 

Hidification Mr L L "Whymper is the only collector who has 
ever found this bud’s nest He writes — 

“ I found tbiB bn d fairly common at 10,000 feet and upwards 
m the Bhaghirattie Valley, where Brooks got a nest with young 
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and X 'was lucky enough to find six nests These were all m the 
giound, either under stones or m actual holes such as rat-holes, 
and all "w ere found between the 8th and 22nd of May 

** Speaking generally it is impossible to find them except when 
the birds aie building, for they are m the most unlikely places 
that show no sign whatever of a nest Pour eggs seem to form 
the full clutch The nest is the ordmarv pad of wool and hair 
with a little moss below and around 

“ The male has an aggravating habit of carrying m wool after 
the eggs have been laid ” 

Tbiee eggs given me by Mr. W hymper measure about 
18 0 X 13 0 mm 

Habits Similar to those of the Crested Hill-Tit, with which it 
sometimes consorts 


(67) Iiophophanes rufonuchalis beavani. 

Tan Sikkim Baa-Ck-Tit 

Lophophanes beavani Birth, Jerd B 1, n, p. 275 (1863) (Mt 
Teimgioo, Sikkim) , Blanf & Oates, i, p 69 

Vernacular names Idfio Tasso (I<epcha) 

Description The colour of the bark is blue-grey, instead of 
greenish, the light parts on the face are yellow ish or yellow ; below 
a greenish grey with no traces of n black band 

Colours of soft parts and measurements much the same as in 
the last. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim, Tibet and Western China 

Nidiflcation Nothing recorded Two eggs sent by Mr St. J . 
Hicklev were taken at about 10,000 feet elevation from a hole m 
the roots of a small tree The nest was a pad of hair and wool, 
and the eggs only differ fiom those oE the last in being rather 
largei , measuring about 18 5 x 13 7 mm 

Habits This is a bird of great elevations, and has so far not 
been recorded much Jbelow 8000 feet 

The Sikkim Blackr-Tit does not seem to mtergrade anywhere 
with the Simla Black-Tit, but until more mateiial is available 
fiom the intervening country it appears better to tieat them as 
geographical races of the same bud. 


/ 


Iiopb ophane s dichrous. 


Key to Subspecies 

A Palei above, moie mfescent below 
B Darkei above, more buff below 


r. d dichi ouSj p 87 
£ d vtdlst, p 87 
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(68) Lophopliaiies dichrous dichrous. 

Tax: Bhowk Cbebxei) Ted 

JParus dichi ous Hodgs , Blytli , J A S B , xui, p 493 (1844) (N epal) 

Lophophanes dichrous filanf & Oates, i, p 69 

Vernacular names None recorded 

Description. Upper plumage brownish grey ; the wing-feathers 
very narrowly edged with Hoary grey, forehead and sides of 
the head fulvous mottled with brown , a half collar round the 
hind-neck, interrupted at the nape, cream-col otir , chin and 
throat fulvous grey ; lower plumage ochraceous. 

Colour of soft parts Dill dusky bluish , feet plumbeous ; ins 
brick-red (Jordon). 

Measurements Length about 115 mm ; wing about 65 to 
71 mm , tail about 55 mm , tarsus about 18 mm ; oulmen about 
11 mm * 

Distribution. Himalayas , South Kashmir. Guihwal, Nepal and 
Sikkim. 

N ldification. The nest of this Tit was taken by Mr B. B. 
Osmaston m the Tons Valley first with the young m 1894 and 
finally with eggs in. 1899. The nests are described as pads of 
moss with a lining of fur placed in small holes in pear and other 
trees. They were taken at an elevation between 8,000 and 
10,000 feet in April and Ma\ The eggs are descubed as “ white, 
spotted and blotched fairly thickly all over with chestnut markings " 
They measured 67 X *51 in. (=17*0x13 0 mm ) 

The nest with eggs was placed m a natural hole in a rotten 
branch of a pear-tree beside the Chakrata— Simla road and m 1917 
& second nest with five eggs was taken near Chakrata similar to 
the other hut liued with hair. This too contained five eggs 
measuring 69 x 50 in. (=20 O x 12 7 mm.) 

Habits. Those of the genus 

(69) Iiophophanes dichrous wellsi. 

The ■Xthnwaxs- Beoww Chested Tit 

Lophophanes dichrous wellst Stuart Baker, Bull B O C , xxxvm, 
p 8 (1917) (W Yunnan, Yangtse big bend) 

Vernacular names Hone recorded. 

Description This foim differs from both L. d dtchious and 
Zt d dzchroides in being much darker abo\e and paler below, more 
bufE than rufous The head and back are practically concolorous 
and do not contract, a distinctive feature m the latter race 

Dimensions and. colours of soft parts as in I d dtchious 

Distribution. 'Yunnan and N Shan States 

N ldific ati on and Habits Nothing recorded 



88 


PABID2 


Grenua STL71PABTJ8 Burton, 1835. 

!Tius genus closely resembles JParus but differs m hav in g a 
proportionately shorter, smaller bill and a square or very slightly 
foiked tail, plumage greenish with no ventral band. There is 
only one species 

Sylviparus modestus. 


JSTey to Subspecies 

A Above olive-green, below ocbraceous yellow 
B Above darker and duller, below dull yellowish 
giey 

C Above paler and brighter, below brighter and 
paler and more yellow 


t P 88 
S rn modestus, 
[p 88. 
m saturatior . 
fp 89. 
S m etmlaensis. 


(70) Sylviparus modestus modestus. 

Thu Ybilow-bbowsd Tit 

Sylviparus modestus Burton, P Z S , p. 154 (1885) (Nepal) , Blanf 
& Oates, i, p 53 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Upper plumage, sides of the neck, the wings and 
toil olive-green, the feathers of the crown centred with brown , 
sides of the head yellowish green slightly mottled with brown , a 
ring of feathers round the eye and a short eye-brow yellow, 
lower plumage yellow binged with oohraceous , edge of wing and, 
under wing-coverts bright yellow 

Colours of soft parts. Bill dark plumbeons, palest along the 
commissure and at base of the lower mandible , legs and feet 
plumbeous ; iris very dark brown (Damson) 

measurements Total length about 100 mm. , tail about 
35 mm. , wing 60 to 64 mm, , tarsus about 15 mm ; culmen about 
5 mm. 

Distribution. Gaihwol, Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan and hills N of 
the Brahmaputra at least as far Bast an the Abor Hills. 

Nidification. Nothing known 

Habits. A bird of the hills above 6,000 feet Jh winter it 
appai ently comes much lower, possibly on rare qccasions into the 
plains. 

(71) Sylviparus modestus simlaensis. 

The Simla Xel:dow-:beowhi> Tit 

Sufotpai us modesties simlaensis Stuart Baker, Bull. B O C , xxxvm, 
p 8 (1917) (Simla) 

Vernacular names None recoided 

Description Differs from the true modestus in being a much 
brighter yellower green above and in being paler and purer 
yellow below. 
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Colour of soft parts and measurements as m the Kepal bird 
Distribution. Si mla Hills, nortbwaids The division, between 
the Garhwal and Simla birds is cunous and unusual but is \ery 
marked 


(72) Sylvipams modestns satnratior. 

The Chinese TeuiOW-bbowed Tit. 

Sylvipams satxn cctior Rippon, Dull B O C , xn, p 87 (1000) 
(Alt Victoria, Chin Hills) 

Vernacular names Kone recorded 

Description Xake the Kepal Yellow-brow ed Tit but much 
darker and duller both above and below The under plumage is 
also more grey and less yellow . 

Distribution Hills South of the Brahmaputra, K" Burma, 
Bast into China 

Kidificataon unknown. 

Habits Very little recorded. A bird of high elevations like 
the other races. 


Genus SLACELOLOFilU S Cabams, 1850 

This genus contains a group of rather large Tic mouses with black 
and yellow plumage, structurally close to the genus Pams but 
with long pointed crests Xiike Pams, however, the birds of this 
genus have a broad ventral band and graduated tails 


Key to Species and Subspecies. 


A. Forehead bright yellow 

a Baler and brighter, green of back 
more yellow and less olive 
b Darker, green of hack more olive, 
less yellow and with more black 
m proportion 
B Forehead black 

c Baler and blighter, tips of wmg- 
coverts vellow 

d Darker and duller, tips of wing- 
coverts white 


ilf spilonotus spilonotus , p 89 


AT 3 subm idle, p 90 


iv <*> 

Jf xanthogenys xanthogenys , 
AT x aplonatus, p 91 


<.73) Maciiloloplms spilonotus spilonotus. 

The Koethertst Black-spotted Xeij»ow-Txx- 

Paius spilonotus Blyth, Cat B M A S, xn, p 44-3 (1S49) (Hima- 
layas, N Cachar) 

JkTachloIophus spilonotus Blanf & Oates, i, p 54 
Vernacular names MucheUnk-pfto fLepcha) 
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Description 2Toi ahead, lores, a broad supercilium, a nape- 
patch, sides of the head and neok bright j ellow ; crown, crest, a 
patch on either side the nape, chin, throat and a broad mesial line 
down to the vent black , the longer feathers of the crest tipped 
with yellow, sides of the breast yellow; remainder of the lower 
plumage olive-yellow, purer next the black band , under t&il- 
eoverts mixed gi ey and white , under wmg-coi erts and axillaines 
yellowish white ; back and scapulars yellow, each feather laterally 
margined with yellow ; rump yellowish green , upper tail-covert 
dar k bluish grey , tail black, broadly edged with bluish grey and 
tipped with white, the outer web of the outermost feather entirely 
white , lesser wing-coverts black, tipped with bluish grey, median 
and greater coverts and inner secondaries black with broad white 
taps , primaries white at base, the outer ones edged with white, 
the others and the outer secondaries edged -with bluish grey and 
the latter narrowly tipped white 

Colours of soft parts. Jndes brown or red-brown , legs and 
feet bluish plumbeous or dark blue-sjate , bill black 

measurements Length about 140 mm ; wing 72 to 78 mm , 
tail about 58 mm , tarsus about 22 mm. , culmen about 10 to 
11 mm 

The young hate no black margins to the feathers of the back 
and the throat, breast and ventral band are tinged with green 
Distribution Nepal to Mm Sills north of the Brahmaputra 
hills south* of Brahmaputra to Xiooshoi and I»akbimpur and 
7 Chin Hills 


Nullification. Breeds i ery commonly m the Khasia Hills m 
Api il. May and Jane, a few birds nesting both earlier and later 
The eggs aie laid m holes of trees, stone walls and, very rarely, 
banks The -nest is a pad of moss, grass and bits of bracken 
mixed with fur, wool oi hair and with a layer entirely composed 
of the three latter on the top The eggs number from four to six 
and are white boldly spotted, blotched and speckled with lig 
l eddish brown with a few underlying of pale neutral tint arpf)' 
The average of 100 eggs is 17 6 X 14 1 mm Bike most Tits 
these birds aie \ery close and fearless sitters, often ^ 

themsehes to be caught on the nest rather than Ieaie their eggs 


oi young _ . . . 

Habits North of the Brahmaputra this fine Tit is 
to elevations of 5 000 feet upwards but m the .Khasia xLiu , 
Mampm?efe , it m common at 4,000 feet and descends m wilder 

entile 

to the higliei trees but I have seen it hunting 
Mimosa tiees when they are m flower 
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Xt is an early riser and its loud “ Did-he-do-it Did-he-do-it 
No, lie didn’t* 7 may be heard soon after dayvn tfreaks This call 
is generally uttered from the top of some tree, especially the first 
tbing m the morning. 

(74) Machloloplms spilonotns subviridis. 

The Bvbmese Black- spotted Teuk>w Tet 

JPat us subvu tdts Tickell (Bly th), J A S U, vol xm, p 265 -(1855) 
(Tenasseum) 

Vernacular names None recorded. 

Description 'This is a darker bird than the last, the green of 
the back and flanks more olive and the extent of the black gi eater 
both above and on the median ventral line 

Measnx ements etc. as m the last bird 

Distribution Burma, Siam, Shan States and south to Tenas- 
serixn, where it was obtained on Mt Muleyit 

Nidification Similar to the last The eggs measure about 
18 5 x 18 5 mm (Jfadeiune) 

Habits. Is apparently found down as low as 3,000 feet but 
generally keeps more ol less to the pine forest region of about 
4,500 to 6,000 feet 


(75) Machloloplras zanthogenys xanthogenys. 

Tub Nobtheeit V ehow-c hebeed Tit. 

■Pat us xanthogenys Vigors, P Z S , i, p 23 (1831) (Himalayas) 
MCachlolojphxts xanthogenys Blanf & Oates, i, p 55 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description Lores, forehead, crown, orest, sides of the nape, 
a bar on the side ol the neck, a broad streak behind the eye, chin, 
throat, centre of the breast and a bioad band down the middle ol 
the abdomen black, the longer feathers of the crest tipped with 
yellow , a distinct supercilium over "the eye anti ear-coverts, a nape- 
patch, the cheeks, ear-coverts, sides ol the breast and of the upper 
abdomen bright yellow , remainder of -the lower surface olive- 
yellow under tail-coverts white ; back and rump olive-green, 
u PP er tad-coverts slaty , scapulars and lesser wing-coverts black, 
broadly edged with olive-green ; the other coverts black tipped 
yellow ; primary coverts dark brown , primaries white at base, 
and the outer ones edged with v\ hite below the emargrinations , 
outer secondaries edged with bluish and tipped with white, the 
inner secondaries with still broadei white tips , tail dark brown 
suffused with ashy-blue on the outer webs, all the leathers tipped 
with white and the outer web of the outermost pair entirely white 
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Colours of soft parts. Ins deep blown, bill black, legs and 
feet deal light slat> blue or la\ ender-blue 

Measurements. Bength about 130 mm , wiug 69 to 73 mm , 
tail about 53 nun , taisus about 20 mm , eulmenabout 10 mm 
The young differ fiom the adult m hazing the black mostly 
replaced with greenish brown and the crown the same colour as 
the back. 

Distribution. JMurree to Nepal and Sikkim The many birds 
lecoided ns xanthogenys fiom a a no us places south of the 
Himalayas aie all the next bird as fai as can be now ascei tamed 
Nidification Similar to that of J/ s sjpilonotus The aveiage 
of tliuly eggs is 17 7 x 13 1 mm 

Habits. This Tit is found between 4,000 and 7,000 feet in 
summer and does not seem to work much lower in wintei In 
i+£» habits generally it diffeis little from the Black-spotted Yellow- 
Tits Its call, flight and feeding-fiabits aie all described .is 
similai . 


(76) achlol ophns xsaithogenys aplonotus. 

The SorrTHEHisr Y ellow-chebked Tit 

JVti us aplonotus Bly tli, J A S B , xvi, p. 444 (1847) (Alts of 
Cential India) 

ilf uchloloph its haplonotus Blnnf & Oates, l, p 56 

Vernacular names. Hone lecoided 

Description. Differs from the northern bird m having the 
wing-coverts tipped with white, instead of yellow and m having 
the green and yellow portions of the plumage dull instead of 
bright In this bird also the line over the ear-coverts only 
extends to the coiner of the eye and not over it. 

Colours of soft parts and measurements as in the Northern 
Yellow-cheeked Tit A careful examination of the big series in 
the British Museum does not show that there is any difference in 
size between the Northern and Southern races in spite of Oates’s 
'opinion to the contrary 

Distribution. Throughout the Peninsula of India South of a 
line drawn from Abu to Paresnath in Chota Nagpur, up to 
elevations of about 6,000 f eet This Tit does not appear to be 
found Bast of Paresnath ox West of Abu 

Nidiff cation' Similai to that of the Northern race The 
average of thuty eggs "is about 17 4x139 mm They are not 
distinguishable from those of the last bud It is said to breed 
fiom .May to Septembei 

Habits Is found dm mg the breeding season between 2,000 
and 6,000 feet, wandeung higher than this in. the Nilgins and 
coming down to the level ot the plains, especially in w inter 
Theze is nothing special recorded about its habits 
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Genus ^6ITH ALISCTTS Cabams, 1850. 

The genua JEtfithcihscus contains a group of very small Titmouses 
with tails longer m proportion and more giaduated than in Pax us 
There is no ciest but the feathers of the crown aie verv long and 
full There is no ventral band 


JBHey to Species. 

A Chin w hite, throat black 

B Chin and uppei thioat black in a <-shape 
C Clnn and thront broadly black 
D Clnn and throat all white 

E Chin and thioat with sill er- white centie 
and rufescent sides 


sE concmnus, p 93 
jE bonvaloti , p 96 
leucogenys , p 97 
jE niveigtilai is, p 98 

tosclnstos, p 99 


iEgithaliscus concinnns Gould, 1855 

Our little Indian Tits hitheito known as erythi ocepTiahis ore 
only a geogiaphical race of the Chinese concinnns , moreover the 
name itself cannot be used for this Tit as it is m\ alidated by 
Iiinne*s Partis erythrocephalt^s , x ed p 191 (1753), and 1 have 
therefore had to give it a new subspecific name. 

JSjey to Subspecies 

A Broad supercilium white . . JE c n ednlet , p 93 

B Supeicilium mixed black and white uE e mantput ensis, 

C Supeicilium all black (p 94 

a Crown ochre pectoral band dark and 

well developed -^E c talifuensis, p 95 

h Crown brownish buff , pectoral band paler ^E c puichellus , p 95 

(77) iEgithaliscus concinnns iredalei. 

The Eeo-headejd Txt. 

JEffi thaliscus concinnns u edalei Stumt Bakei, Bull B O C , xli, p 2 
(1920} (Simla) 

JEgithahscus eiyt/n ocephalxts Blanf & Oates, i, p 50 
V emacular names Pyiong-Samyi (I/epcha) 

Description Forehead, crown and nape chestnut , a broad eye- 
brow from the eye to the nape white, lores, round the eye, eni- 
coverts, a baud under the eyebrow and a large round patch on the 
throat black , chin and a moustnchial streak white , remainder of 
the lower plumage ferruginous, with a paler band across the 
breast next to the black of the throat ; upper plumage and wuxg- 
co\ erts bluish grey, primary w ing-co\ erts and wmglet dark 
brown ; quills brown, narrowly edged with bluish grey , tail daik 
"brown suffused with bluish grey, the outer web of tlie outennost 
feather white, the inner tipped with white , the next two' feathers 
tipped with w'hite. 
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Colours of soft parts Bill black , gape fleshy , ins pale yellow 
or creamy yellow , legs buffy yellow , claws livid (ScitZly) 

Measurements Length about 110 mm , wing about 48 to 
52 mm , taisus about 13 mm , cultnen 6 mm 

Distribution. Himalayas from Ohitral to the Miahmi Hills 
ovei 5,000 feet, aud m the Min Hills, according to Stevens, over 
4,000 feet 

Hfiribfication. The breeding season of this little Tit commences 
about the middle of March and continues throughout April and 
May The nest is a lovely little ball of moss, mixed with cob- 
webs, lichen and seed-down and is thickly lined with soft feathers 
or with feathers and seed-down mixed About Simla it is often 
placed at the end of a branch of a deodar, at other times m small 
oaks and even in bushes and tangles of creeper. The eggs ate a 
very pale pink with a ring of faint red freckles round the larger 
end, but they vary from almost pure unmarked white to a 
pink with a dense dark ring of reddish brown. 100 eggs average 
13 88 x 10 57 mm The clutch is from three to eight eggs They 
breed at heights from 6,000 to 10,000 feet or moie 

Habits The Bed-headed Tit associates m small flocks, pi obably 
meiely family parties, frequenting both lofty trees and low bushes 
and shrubs when bunting for food, which consists almost entirely 
of insects Xt is said, however, to also eat certain fruit and nuts 
Xt is os restless and energetic as the rest of the family, and keeps up 
a constant rather shrill “ t« eet ** as it flits or scrambles from one 
branch to another. 

Xt appears to be a resident wherever found, moving up and 
down very little with the change of seasons. 

(78) iEgithaliscus. concinnns manipurensis. 

Hume’s Eed-hbadbd Tit. 

JFqithalvstxis tnampui ensts Hume, S F, xi, p 264. (1888) (Manipur; , 
JBlanf & Oates, l, p 51. 

'Vernacular names Hone recorded 

Description. Differs from iredalet in having the eyebiow white 
and black, instead of pure white , the pale pectoral band next the 
black throat very white and distinct and the lower plumage 
chestnut, the portion next the pectoral baud being bnghtei than 
elsewheie 

Colours of soft parts Male — Begs and feet warm reddish 
mahogany biown. , daws darkei , bill black, zndes blight yel- 
lowish white , „ , , i 

Female — Begs and feet very pole orange-bxown , bill black, 

i rules ciearny white 

Measurements as m edcile*> perhaps aveiagmg a tufle smaller, 
several birds have the wing under 48 mm 
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Distribution Hill ranges South of the Brahmaputra, Ma- 
nipur, Ijooshai and the extreme northern ranges of the Chin 
Hills 

Nidification Its eggs have been taken by myself in Shillong, 
and by Messrs H6pwood, Mackenzie and others in the northern 
Chin Hills, and many by Col Tytler in the Naga Hills where it 
is quite common. 

Mr. Ma ckenzie describes the nest as like a small and beautiful 
specimen of the Xrong-tailed Tit’s and remarks on its predilection 
for brilliant feathers for use as a lining. The eggs are like those 
of the Common Bed-headed Tit and are nearly always three only 
m number. They measure about 13 0 x 10 3 mm 

The breeding season seems to be May. 

Habits Similar to those of others of the genus In the 
Khasia Hills and Cachar it is found as low as 5,000 feet, but over 
most of its range it keeps above 6,000 feet and ascends at least as 
high as 9,000 feet. - 

(79) iEgitlialis cus concinnus pulcheUus. 

Tee Shait Sed-hbabed Tit. 

JSSqithaltsctia piclchellus Hippon, Bull B O C,xi,p 2 (1900)(Nanoi, 
S Shan States) 

Vernacular names. None recorded 

Description Can he separated at once from Hume's Bed-headed 
Tit by the wholly black supeicihum, whilst from the next bird it 
can be differentiated by the colour of the crown, which is brownish 
buff - rather than ochre. 

Colours of soft parts and measurements as in mampurensts 

Distribution Southern Shan States, Earenm. The limits of 
the lange of this subspecies are mot yet known 

Nidificatun and Habits nothing recorded WaidJaw Bainsay 
got it m Eareniu at 3,000 feet 

(80) 2BgTtlialiscus concinnus talifdensis.* 

Nippon’s Bed-headed Tit. 

JEgithaltseus talxfuensis Hippon, Bull B O C , xiv, p 18 (19031 
(G-vi-dzin, N Shan States) 

Vernacular names. Hone recorded 

Description. Similar to Hume’s Bcd-lieaded Tit but has the 
ciown ochraceous rather than chestnut, the supercihum is black, 
the plumage below is white: , and the pectoral band darker, 
though not so dark as in the Shan bud 


* This form is verj doubtfully distinct from JSgithaU*cu& oonctnnu >. con 
ri/jHTts, from China and Yunnan 
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The race is nearest to true e concinnus of China but is dis- 
tinguished from that bird by the more chestnut flan ks and sides 

Colour of soft parts ns m iredalet. 

Measurements A rather bigger bird than the Common Red- 
headed Tit Total length about 115 mm. , wing 53 mm. ; tail 
53 mm , tarsus about 14 mm 

Distribution hit. Talifu, W. Yunnan, S.'W. China and. N S ha n 
States as far west as the Irrawaddy 

Nidification Hanngton, who took this Tit’s nest in the Shan 
States, describes it as like that of the iLong-tailed Tit — a hall of 
moss lined with feathers and with an inner lining ot seed-down, 
placed id a raspberry bush within two feet of the ground The 
lull clutch of eggs seems to be three only and they measure 
about 13 5 x 10 9 mm 

Harmgton took the above nest m the end of April but Mr F 
G-rant found it bleeding m March and early April 

Habits This Til seems to be obtained principally between 5,000 
and 7,000 feet Tattle has been so far recorded of its habits, 
which. doubtless do not differ from those of others of the genus. 

JSigithaliscus bonvaloti. 

JZky to Subspecies 

A Below white with ferruginous pectoral band 

'Wing 56-61 mm b bonvaloti, p 96 

B Below rufeseent with brownish band Wing » 

60-65 mm ' . . JE b sharpei , p 97 

( 81 ) jEgibhaliscus bonvaloti bonvaloti. 

Tub Chinebi: Btaok-headed Tit. 

JEgxthalxscits bonvaloti Oustalet, Ann Soi Nat Zool , (71 Vol 12, 
p 286 (1891) (Ta-tsien-lu). 

Vernacular names. None recorded 

Description Head black, a coronal streak white on the fore- 
head and becoming cliestnut-buff posteriorly, upper back dull 
chestnut, fading mto dull olive on hack and sump , feathers of the 
latter tipped with dull chestnut, chin and upper throat black, 
somewhat mottled m the centre with white edges to the feathers , 
below white , a broken pectoral band, flanks, vent and under tail- 
coverts sandy chestnut ; tail blackish brown, the outermost three 
pairs of rectrices with terminal broad streaks of white, wings 
brown, quills pale-edged and coverts tipped with olive. 

Colours of soft parts Not recorded. 

Measurements Total length about 1X0 mm.; wing 56 to 61 mm.; 
tail 51 to 60 mm 
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Distribution. Western China, Yunnan and N E Shan States. 
There are several specimens from the last place in the British 
Museum Collection 

Kidiflcatiou and Habits. Nothing recorded. 

( 82 ) jEBj githaliscTLs bonvaloti sharp ei. 

The Mt VtcxoniA. Bla.ok-headh d Tit. 

jEqithalismts shcn-pei Rippon, Bull B O C., xiv, p 84 (1904) (Alt. 

Victoria, Chin Mills) 

Vernacular names None recoided 

Description. Similar to the preceding bud, but is wholly mfes- 
cent oil breast and belly The pectoral band is brownish and the 
black on chin and on the throat is V-sbaped 

measurements Wmg 50 to 55 mm., tail 48 to 51 mm , “culmen 
0 3", tarsus O 85" " {Sharpe} 

Distribution Higher mountains of the Cbm Hills 

Nidificataon and Habits Nothing recorded beyond the fact 
that it is found in forests on the mountains of the Mt Victoria 
chain at 5,000 feet and upwaids 


(83) iEigithaHscus lencogenys. 

Tun White-cheeked Tit. 

O rites lencogenys Moore, P Z S , x\n, p 339 (1855) (Afghanistan). 
^*.g it halts mis leucogenys Blonf & Oates, i, p 61. 

Vernacular names. None recorded 

Description. ^Forehead, crown and nape pale reddish brown ; 
lores, a very broad band thiough the eye to the nape, chin and 
throat black, cheeks and eai -coverts white, uppei plumage, a 
band over the ear-coverts, w ing-coverts and the edges ot the wing- 
featliers olive-grey, wiuglet and punmry-co verts dark brown, 
tail brown, the outermost feathei with the outer \\ eb w hite and 
the inner tipped with white, the next feather obliquely, and the 
one next to this again very narrowly tipped w ith white ; low ei 
plumage reddish tawn, the portion immediately next the black 
throat deep rusty red 

Colours of soft parts Bill black ; ins pale creamy or white ; 
feet pale orange, claws dusky oi brown ( 'Scully ) 

Measurements Total length about 130 mm ; tail about 
55 mm , wing about 55 mm. ; tarsus about 17 mm ; culmen 
about 8 mm 

The young have the black chin and throat of the adult faintly 
indicated only and the colouis duller 

vox., i h 
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Distribution Gsrhvral, Simla Hills, into Kashmir and thence 
into Afghanistan 

Nidiflcation Whitehead (Ibis, Jan 1909) describes the nesting 
of this species m the Klnrram Valley, where it breeds freely m the 
ilex: sortib between 4,000 and 8,000 feet The nest is like that of 
the British Long-tailed Tit but smaller and less neat. It is made 
of moss and cobwebs externally, then a little green glass and 
finally a thick lining of feathers. The eggs seem to number from 
five to eight and to be very like those of the lied-h ended Tit and 
measure 14 7x95 mm. 

They breed from the end of March to early May 

Habits In summer the White-cheeked Tit is found between 
5,000 or 6,000 and 1&,000 feet, but in winter descends much lower 
and down to some 2,000 feet Whitehead obtained a specimen, 
presumably aftei it had bred, at Sated Koh at 1,800 feet on the 
20 th July 

It goes about in parties of eight or nin e in sciub- jungle, con- 
tinually utteung its call-note, which Whitehead syllabifies as 
“ pnt-t-t " It is sometimes tound m company with Grey Tits. 


(84) JEgithaliscus niveognlaris. 

TUU W HITE-THXOATJBD TlT 

Ontes ntveogttlm » Moore, P Z S, xxn, p 140 (1855) (North India). 

JEgithahacus ntveogtdarta Blanf & Oates, i, p 52 

Vernacular names None recorded 

Description ^Forehead and front of ciown, cheeks, chin, throat 
and sides of neck white ; lores and a very broad eye-band black , 
the two bands partially blending on the nape , ear-coverts hair- 
brown slightly streaked with whitish , hind crown and nape huffy 
brown; upper plumage, wing-coverts and edges of the wing- 
feathers ashy grey, all but the latter tinged with isabelhne ; tail 
brown, the outermost feather with the outer web white, the next 
tw o white along the shaft and at the tip , lowei plumage pinkish 
buff, divided from the white of the throat by a broad brown 
band 

Colours of soft parts Bill dark slaty, legs reddish , indes pale 
yellowish 

Measur ement s Total length about 110 mm ; wing about 
64 mm , tail about 56 mm , tarsus about 18 mm , culmen 
about 8 mm. 

Distribution From Q-arhwal and Simla to Qilgit, Chifcral and 
Baluchistan, between 6,000 and 14,000 feet. 

Nidification.. The eg gs of tbip bird were first taken by 
W hymper in June 1905 at Damdar, Qarhwal and more recently 
other nests by Messis B. B. Osmaston and P. Dodswortb. The 
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nests are descubed ns being like that of the Bed-headed Tit but 
larger and densely lined with feathers That first found by 
Whymper was placed m the fork of a willow about 6 feet from 
the ground and others as much as 30 feet from it, w hilst 
Osnmston's was in the fork of a cherry-tree, both nest and tree 
being covered with lichen The eggs appear to be four m number 
and are like those of the Bed-headed Tit's but more spotted and 
less zoned with the markings 

They breed fiom Mny to Tune at elevations of 11,000 feet 
npw&ids. 

Eggs sent me by Dodsw orth from aboi e Simla measure about 
14 0 X 10 5 mm These w ere taken from nests in small oaks 

Habits Osmaston found this bird common in. the Tons 'Valley, 
and Whympei equally so in G-nrhwal at elevations of some 11,000 
or 1-2,000 feet It seems to haunt both thick and sparse foiest 
equally, and to go about in little parti es like the rest of its tribe 
^Whitehead likens its note to the ** \Vi ” of the Goldfinch 


(85) ^githaliscTis^ ioschistos. 

The fiwoos-iBosxED Tee. 

Pant* ioschistos Hodgs , J A S R . \m, p 943 (1844) (Nepal) 
JI£githaliscua toaclnztua JBlanf & Oates, l, p 52 

'Vernacular names None recorded 

Description Forehead, a bioad band on the middle of the head, 
the sides of the neck and a broad collar on the upper back fawn- 
colour, lores, under the eye, and a broad band on the side of the 
crow n extending to the upper back and there blending with the 
hand on the other side, black ; ear-coverts blackish in front, 
aufous behind, upper plumage, wmg-coveits and the edges to 
the wings and tail ashy olive , pi unary- coverts and wmglet dark 
brown ; tail brown, the outer web of the outermost feather w'hite, 
the next two w ith some white at the tip , chin and throat silvery 
white, with the black bases of the featheis showing through , the 
chin and a stripe under the cheek blacker than the other parts , 
cheeks and entire low'er plumage dark ferruginous 

Colours of soft parts Bill black , legs yellow-brown ; ins 
brown ( J r erdon ) , ins yellow ( ' JBlanf ord. 

Measurements Length about 100 mm , tad about 55 mm ; 
w ing about 60 mm , culmeu about 7 mm , tarsus about 17 mm 

Distribution Nepal, Sikkim and Bhutan. 

Nidification and Habits Very little on record Blanford 
found it xu Sikkim at 9,000 feet and upwards, and believed t ha t 
it kept only to the pine-forests. 


H D 
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Genus REMIZ Stejn , 1886 

This genus contains a group of small birds generally known as 
Penduline Tits, extending from South and East Europe to China 
They are all small in size, bale square tails, no crests, and have 
no green on the npper plumage 

TKey are mote or less migratory in their habitB and only enter 
India as lather i are winter visitors. 

(86) Remiz coronatus. 

The Pjeubdlihb Tit. 

JKmtJtalus cot onatus Sever tz , Tzv Obsck Moskov, vra, p 1S6 (1873) 
(Chodynt, Sjr JDarift) 

Vernacular names. None recorded 

Description Crown white, vaijmg considei ably in extent ard 
the hinder part much maiked with black . foiebead, loies, sides 
of crow n, cheeks and eat- coverts black, i unmng round the nape as 
a broad band , chm, throat and neck white, forming a collar below 
the black band , back dark rufous, palmg to dull fulvous on the 
lower back, rump and upper tail- coverts ; tail blackish brown, 
most of the outer webs and edges of inner webs white ; lessei and 
median wing-coverts like the back but duller, greater coverts 
blackish suffused with deep chestnut and with broad tips of pale 
rufous-cream , quills blackish brown edged with white. Below 
white, suffused with vinous or rufous on breast and flanks , under 
tail-coverts white. 

Measurements . Length about 105 mm ; wing 52 to 55 mm , tail 
about 42 to 45 mm. , culmen 5 to 6 mm , taisus about 12 mm. 

Distribution Transcaspia, 'West Turkestan, to Bast Pei sin, 
Baluchistan sand extreme N.W. India Jt has been recoi ded from 
Sukkur in. Sind (T. JR. MeB% Laehi and Kobat ( Whtte-head Sf 
MctgraiK) and Jhelum (£T Whtstlcr) 

XTidiffcation This little Tit makeB a wonderful retort-shaped 
nest of vegetable \i ool and down lined with the softest seed-down 
and v ith an entrance near the top It is fastened to the end of 
a branch of a tree. 

The eggs, four or five in number, are white faintly marked, 
with reddish specks Four eggs m my collection measure about 
14 3 x 11 0 mm. The birds are said to breed dunng May and June 
Habits. Apparently very similar to those of the Long- tailed 
Tit In Sukkur, Bell found them in small parties m well-watered, 
dense tamarisk-acacia jungles but ra Eofaat they were noticed 
m flocks numbeimg ns many as foity. Heie they were seen 
frequenting Shi sham -trees and also orchards and camel-thorn 
sciub The call-note is said to resemble that of the White-eye 
(SsObtcrops') and to be constantly nttered as they hunt about for 
insects, their principal food, though they will also eat seeds and 
fruit, as do most other Tits 
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Grenus UELANOCELOSA Besson, 3839 

This genus was placed by Oates amongst his Isiotnchm.ee, with 
which, however, it appears to have nothing in common. It is 
undoubtedly, a verv abeirant form of Titmouse and might possibly 
be well placed in a Family or Sub-family by itself The wing is 
long and pointed and the nostrils are slightly exposed, both 
features unlike any other of the JPandce On the other hand 
bill, feet, habits and mdification all point strongly to its affinity 
with these buds 

Theie is only one species extending from Nepal to the Malay 
Peninsula 


Melanochlora snltanea. 

JKIey to Subspecies 

A Yellow \ery brilliant and strong , rather 

larger ilf s sultanea , p 101. 

B Yellow paler and less bright, rather 

smaller Jtf. s jlavoci istata , p 102 


(87} Melanochlora snltanea snltanea. 

The iN'DJAif SiTLior Tit 

-Pen us sultaneus Hodgs , Ind Rei , 1836, p 81 (Nepal) 

Melanochlora snltanea JSlnnf & Oates, i, p 243 

Vernacular names Soix-tyha-pTio (Lepcha) , Dao-rajah-gatang- 

hli (Carhan) 

Description stclult male — -Poieheud, crown and crest brilliant 
yellow , the rest of the head, whole upper plumage, wings and 
breast deep bluclc, with a metallic lustie on wings and back, tail 
the same with outermost feathers tipped with white , remainder 
of lower plumage deep bright yellow, the thighs mixed with some 
white 

Colours of soft parts Bill black, mouth daik fleshy; eyelids 
plumbeous , Hides dark brown or red-brown ; legs dark slaty, 
daws daik homy 

Measureme n ts Total length about 200 mm ; wing 110 5 to 
115 mm , tail about 85 to 95 mm , tarsus about 24 mm , culmen 
about 3 7 mm 

Adult female and. young. The black of the male is replaced 
with greenish brown, the yellow is paler and duller, and the chin 
and throat are yellowish brow n 

Distribution . The Bower Himalayas from Nepal, through Assam, 
^orth and South of the Biahmaputra to the Sachin an d Shan 
Hills and to Arrakan. Birds from BZarenm and North Siam 
aie of this race 
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Bidiflcation A nest taken by me in N Cacliar on the 
1 7th May, 1890, was similar to that of a Titmouse, a pad of moss 
with dense lining of cotton-down, placed in a crevice m a big 
bough of an oak The eggs, seven in number, are like those of a 
jSfa chlo lopTvus and measure about 19 2 x 15 3 mm They were 
on the point oL hatching 

Habits The Sultan Tit goes about m small flocks of half-a- 
dozen or so veiy much like the birds of the geuus Mach lolojohrts 
and have the same manner of searching foi insects m the branches 
of trees, but then actions are somewhat slower and moie deliberate 
They eat both insects and fruit and seeds, principally the first- 
named, and their call is a load, rathei shrill note beating a 
resemblance to the note of the G-reat Tit 

They are low -level birds, being found principally at and below 
2,000 feet, though they ascend sometimes as high as 4,000 feet 
They may be found both in evergreen and deciduouB forest, 
preferring the fonner, and they also frequent bamboo- jungle and 
sciub and secondnty growth They are not shv bird*» 

(88) Melanochlora sultanea flavocnstata. 

Tub Mali; Sitxsmn Tit 

Farits Jlavoci istatu n Lafres , Mag de Zool , Cl 2, p 80 (1837) (lies 
dela Sonde) 

Vernacular names Hone recorded 

D e scrip tion Similar to the last but with the vello iv paler and 
less noli 

Measurements Bather smaller than ti ue sultanea with a a ing 
under 110 mm 

Distribution. Peninsular Siam and Burma to Sumatra 

iNidification unknown. 
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Family PARADOXORNITHID^B. 

When Stanford and Oates urote the * Am fauna of British 
India* Aery little had been recorded about the habits and mdifi- 
cation of this gtoup of birds and it w as, pet haps, on account of 
this that they were placed by them as a Sub-Fannlyof the Corvidae 
When Harington m 1914 wrote his ** Tvmeltidet, ” in the Journal 
of the Bombay Natural History Society, he mcoiporated the 
ParadoxornitTiidcB in this so-called Order I can, however, see no 
reason for raising the Txmalxxdie to the rank of an Order, and 
though it appears that m many respects thes»? curious birds do 
form a link between the Titmonses and Babblers, it appears prefer- 
able to give them the rank ot a family between the two 

The genus Pan-urus is undoubtedly a close relation of some oE 
our Indian Parrot-Bills, and w ill bay e to be incorporated in the 
same family 

differ from the Panclce m having a much 
longei first primary, the plumage very soft and lax, and m h nine 
a thick, soft crest of feathers arising from the whole Clown. 

^dwirbf,;«r s y dittcr in imvi,,s the n ° sf » iB 

nt V' ey are r F l g T esa,lous m tI,eu habits and build cup-shaped 

The biH 1 ? ed8 ’ bl f 8!,t ' s * « tc * whilst then eggs aie of several types 
The bill is very deep, being greater m depth than leiWli in all 

“3 “ '«T xou„d. P d tr.,„« ei »Sn„d tSe 

ma ignis of the mandible in most species are curiously sinuate 


B 


-Key to Genera. 

- Tail longer thaw the •wing 

° fti+i* 1 * 8 outermost pair of 

* * atl »e«fcUyJleiuraioftsil 
6 r *T 0re P rad “«ted , outermost pair of 
_ Wh»n, aot moy * Wth P oftail 
height of bill more than length 
it <-'«mmi83urB >rreatly curved 
6 of b,il less than length 

/\V^!™VP T ' loiter, than wug 

d Wml ,1^5 3 ,noh ® or 76 “m. 

Wing well undei 3 inches or 76 mm 


CONOSTOMA, p 103 

Pabauoxobstis, p 105 

Sdthora, p 107. 

PSITTEPABUS, p 116 
rf eosuiboba, p. 116 

Genus C0N0ST0MA Hodgson, 1S41 

memb er S of the^a^v^Hisch^^te^edT *? e TJ s » the la ^gest 

wmg, but with the feathers cons?d er iblv & & 1 i° ,,|Erer than the 

the following genera The bill « 1 8 » rrad Mated than in 

S ±tiB 18 P l oportionately ,„ uc h lon^i. 
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C 89 ) Conostoma semodinm. 

The G-beat Pabbot-Bili 

Conostoma ennodtvs Hodfrs J A 8 B , x, p 857 (1841) (Nepal) 
Conostoma eemadtum J31anf & Oates, i, p 61 

Vernacular names The Red-billed Jay-Thrush (Jerdon) , The 
Red-billed, Ct ow- Tit (Oates); Lho-ranmo-pho (Lepcha). 

Description Lores and feathers in front of the eye dark 
brown f Forehead greyish white , upper plumage olive-brown with 
a rufous tinge, outer edges of primaries ashy , ot the secondaries 
rufous, then tips and the whole ot the innermost secondaries 
ashy, tail ashy giey, more or less washed with rufous along the 
middle of the ieatbeis , chin, throat, and sides of the head brown, 
with a vinous tinge, becoming palei on the lest of the lower 
plumage 



fig 21. — Head of C amodium 

Colotii b of soft parts Bill horny or dull orange , legs pale to 
plumbeous oi -slate-grey , ms brown 

measurements ILength aooufc 300 mm , wing about 130 to 
133 mm , tail about 1-J0 ram , tarsus about 37 mm , calmen about 
20 mm and from gape 25 mm 

Distribution From Nepal, through Sikkim and the higher 
ranges ot lulls of N'oitli Assam into Tibet and W China 

Hidification Breeds m Sikkim in. May Hume describes the 
nests as shallon , almost hemispheral cups veiy compactly made of 
glass and lined with the finest gi ass-stems'" A nest sent to me 
was similar but deepei m shape, measuring about 130 mm in 
bieadth and about 105 mm m external depth All the nests 
were placed in clumps of rtngal bamboo at elevations of oiei 
10,000 feet, except one sent me which bad been built in high 
reeds 

The egg is a dull white sparsely spotted, speckled and smudged 
with yellowish brown and mk} put pie The only two eggs known 
both measure about 27 8 x 20 4 mm. 

Habits. The G-ieat Pairot^BiIl is a bud of iery high elevations 
breeding between 10,000 and 12,000 and descending m winter 
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some 4,000 feet Ion er Xt is found in small companies, scrambling 
and climbing about bamboos, reeds and high grass, hunting for 
insects, on which it chiefly feeds. Xts flight is weak and fluttering 
and its call is a loud bleat 


Genus PARADOXORNIS Gould, 1836 

The genus Paradoasot nts, as restricted by Oates, contains only 
three species, two of which are found in India and Burma and. 
a third Tieudet iu Eastern China Pat adoi oi nrs differs from 
C7onorioiR0 in having the featheis of the tail more graduated and 
the bill shorter and much deeper The cutting-edge of the upper 
mandible has a deep sigmoid curve with a corresponding smuation 
m the lower The plumage is \eiy las and full, the wing short 
and lounded, the 4th, 5th, and 6tli quills being subequal 

JSley lo Specxfs 

A Throat barred black and white, bordered 

below with a blade band P jftavtt ostrts , p 105 

B. Tbroat pale fulvous with black arrow-head 

markings and no band P tjiitt ah coll is, p 106. 



(90) Paradoxomis flavirostris. 

Gould’s Pa.bbot-Bill 

Pat adoxoi ms Jlavn osti is Gould, IP Z S , iv, p 17 (1S36) (Nepal) . 

IBlanf Ac Oates, i, p 62 

'Vernacular names Dao mougasha. gadeba (Cachnn) ; ZSzit-but 
Sorax (Plains Miri) 

Description Forehead, nape, sides of neck and hinder parts of 
ear-coverts dull chestnut ; lores black , feathers round the eye 
and a patch under it w hite, the bases of the feathers more oi less 
black , anterior two-thirds of eai-coveits and the point of the chin 
black , cheeks and cbm white barred w ith black , throat black , 
upper plumage £ul\ ous-brown, mfous on the tail and usible por- 
tion of wings , lower plumage Fulious 
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Colours of soft parts. Ins deep red or red -brown , bill « ax- 
yellow to bngbt yellow , legs clear slate or plumbeous giey. 

measurements Length about 1 80 mm ; wing about 85 to 90mm. ; 
tail about 100 to 110 mm , tarsus about 30 mm , culraen about 
12 mm. 

Distribution Prom Nepal to tbe Chin Hills and the hills south 
of the Brahmaputra from the foothills up to 5.000 or even 
7,000 feet 

Nidification This Parrot-Bill breeds m Apnt and Hay and the 
early part of June, making a very compact, deep nest ot soft 
grasses, a few shieds of bamboo-leaves and tbo bark of reeds, well 
coated over with cobw ebs and lined with fine grass-stems. It is 
placed either in reeds, bamboo clumps oi m bushes, low down and 
general ! y well concealed but sometimes quite exposed. The eggs 
aie normally only two m number, sometimes three They are 
pure white in ground-coloui, vei v spai sely speckled and spotted 
with tiny pinky-bi own maiks Occasionally eggs are found which 
are more like those of JPattttparus, but such are veiy rare 
Thirty-five eggs average 21 9x162 mm. 

Habits. Gould’s Parrot-Bill is found from the level of the plains 
of North Assam up to 7,500 feet m the Naga Hills, .it which eleva- 
tion Col Tytler lepeatedly took its nest It is a shy, retiring 
bird, the flocks m the cold w eather skulking about m grass and 
■ eeds, climbing with considerable agility but very loath to flv and 
then usually only fluttering away into thicker covet a few yards 
distant When unaware that they are being watched they aze in 
the habit ot flattering a few feet into the air above the reeds or 
bushes uttering a loud chirrup as they use. They have the same 
bleating or mewing cry which seems to be common to the family. 
Although principally msect-feedeis they also eat seeds and berries. 
Stevens refers to the curious snapping sounds made by these birds 
with their bills when feeding 


(91) Paradoxomis gutlaticoUis. 

Austen's Pakbot-Bul. 

J>atado%orma guttatxeulUa David, Nouv Aich Mus , vu, p 14(1871) 
(Szechuen, W China) , Blant & Oates, i, p 62 

Vernacular names Dao mougasJia gadeba (Cachan) 

Description Diffei s from Jlairo oat > t a in having the cheeks, chin, 
throat and upper part of the breast pale iulvous white, with 
numerous delicate arrowhead-shaped markB of block, and the 
remainder of the lower plumage of the same colour but without 
the maiks , the head and ciest of a paler chestnut, the bill about 
half the size and the legs much feebler 
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Colours of soft parts Xus brown to red-biown , bill w .ix:- 
yellow , legs and teet slaty-grey or plumbeous tinted with blue or 
green , “legs and claws green* ( CocJcburii) 

Measurements Xtathei smaller than the last ; tail ahout 
10 0 nun. ; wing 80 to 85 mm , culmen about 8 to 9 mm , tarsus 
ahout 26 mm 

Distribution Sills south of Biahmaputra, N. Xiakhnnpur, 
lulls of N Burma, Shan Stares into western China 

Nidification Similar to that of the last bird but probably never 
breeds below 3,000 feet and seldom under 4-, 000 feet The eggs 
also are indistinguishable aud the average of 34 is 22 2x 16 4 mm. 

Habits The same as those of Jiavvrostris , but whereas that 
bud is most common at low levels tins is found at much higher 
levels and never, so far as lias been recorded, m the plains or 
foot-hills 


Genus STTTHOHA Hodgson, 1838 

The genus Suthoia is one which has been much split up 
by some Ornithologists Haling ton accepted JEfetei omorphct, 
Chleuasicus , Suthora and XTeobuthcn a as good genera Whilst, 
however, the last named is sharply divided fiom the others by its 
very short tail, X can find no genetic differences between the thiee 
first and retain them all under StUhora 

The characteiistics of the genus are the short, thick bill, a trifle 
lougei than deep, the culmen strongly can ed but with the com- 
missure almost straight The nostuls ate veiy small, circular, 
and completely concealed by plumules The sixth primary is a 
little longer than the fifth and seventh or subequnl The tail- 
feathers are long and narrow and greatly graduated, the outer 
being about half the length of the central. The plumage is soft 
and full and there is a shoit thick ciest 


JK 'ley to Species and Subspecies. 


A A well-defined supercilium of block 
or brown 

a * 'Whole upper plumage olive-brown 
h Crown ashy-brown , remaining upper 
plumage orange-brown 
c Crown and upper parts all orange- 
brown 

o' Ear-coverts slaty blue-grey. 

a" Breast and abdomen pale grey 
b" Breast and abdomen orange- 
fulvous 

6*. I£ar-co\ erts mange-chestnut 


5 umcoZor, p. 108 
S. nepalcnsiSj p 109. 


(S', pohotis polio tvs, p 109 

Sp ? ippont, p 111 
5 p httnui , p HO 
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B Supercilium obsolete or entirely ab- 
sent 

d Crown and upper plumage ornng-e- 
bioira 

c' Ear-corerts slaty crrey, breast 
fulvous 

d’ Ear-coi erts blown, breast orange- 
fulvous 

e Ciown chestnut-brow n, back olive- 
brown 

/ Centi e of ciown fulvous, back olu e- 
yellovr 

£f Crown bright chestnut, back rufous- 
brown 

e' No supercilium at all 
/'. A short black supeicilium 
dnectly over eye 


& p fete, p 111 
S gttlat is craddocki , p 111 
S’ “oebbtana brunnea, p 112 
■S’ fttlvift one, p 113 

S t ttficept rteficeps, p. 114 
S t att isuperciltans , p. 114 


(92) Suthora unicolor. 

Tub Browf Stithoba . 

JBCetet omot pha umcoloi FTodgrs , Xnd Rev , n, p 32 (1888) (Nepal) 
Su,thoi a umcofoi JBlanf & Oates, i, p 64 

Vernacular names Llio-rammo-piho (Litpcba). 

Description 2Tc» ahead and crest brown tinged with lufon&j 
loies and supercilia reaching to ilia nape black , cbm and sides of 



Erg 23 — Head of & unicolor 

the bead vinous brown , throat and sides of the neck grevish 
brown , upper plumage olive-brown, strongly tinged with rufous 
on tbe tail and visible poi tions of wings , breast and lowoi 
plumage dull fulvous 

Colours of soft partB Ins hoary grey to biown ( 9 juv ) , bill 
fleshy yellow to orange-yellow , legs and feet pale slaty tinged with 
grey or green 

Measurements Total length about 200mm , wing 80 to 85mm , 
tail about 102 to 107 mm ; cu linen 10 mm. , tarsus about 30mm 


s union a 
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Distribution.. The higher regions of Nepal and Sikkim , Jerdon 
obtained lfc at 10,000 ieet neai Daijeeling and Blau ford m the 
hachung Valley between 7,000 and 8,000 feet elevation It extends 
to the mountains which lie between China and Tibet 
ITidification. and Bab its. Nothing lecoided 


(93) Suthora nepalensis. 

The Ashy-hake d Suthoka. 

Suthoi a nepalensis Qodgs , Xnd Rev , n, p S3 (1838) (Nepal) , Blan£ 
& Oates, i, p 65 

Vernacular names. Suthoi a (Nepal) 

Description. Forehead, ciovtn and nape smoky grey, a very 
broad black supercilium fiom forehead to nape, loies, lonnd the 
eye, and a short bioad evebrow white, lemamdei of the side of 
the head slaty blue , upper plumage and wing-coverts oiange- 
brown , primary-coverts black , primaries n ith hoary outer « ebs, 
tinged with chestnut at base ; the outei quills chiefly chestnut on the 
outei w ebs and tipped with white on both w ebs , tail chestnut 
broadly' tipped with blackish , point ot the chin Jblack , throat rusty, 
with black bars show mg through , lower plumage orange-fulvous 

Colours of soft parts Not recorded 

Measurements Total length about llOmm , wing 47 to 49 mm , 
tail about 55 to 58 mm. ; taisus about 1 6 to 16 5 mm , calmen 
about 5 111 m 

Distribution Nepal only 

Nidification and Habits Nothing know n. 


(94) Suthora poliotis poliotis. 

Blyth’s SurnoE v 

Suthora poliotis Blvth, J. A S B, x\, p 532 (1851) (Oherrapanj i, 
Khasia Hills) , JBlauf & Oates, i, p 65 

Vernacular names Dao mongasha, TcasJixba (Caehan). 

Description TJpper plumage blight orange-biown , a broad 
black supercilium extending to the nape and a nanow white line 
below it ; lores, cheeks and under the eye white ; eai -coverts and 
sides of the neck slaty-blue , a streak of fulvous behind the eye 
and over the fiont pait of the ear-coverts, chin and throat 
black; lower plumage bluish gi ey, becoming whitish on the 
abdomen and nndei tail-co verts , prnnary-coverts black ; primaries, 
with hoary outer webs, tinged with chestnut at the base, the 
outer quills chiefly chestnnt on the outer webs and tipped with 
white, tail chestnut broadly tipped with blackish. 
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Colours of soft parts Iris brown , legs slate-grey or bluish 
slaty , bill fleshy 3 allow 

Measurements. Xiength about 100 mm., wing 44 to 46 mm , 
tail about 62 mm , culmen about 5 mm. 

Distribution Hills south of the Srahmaputra from the BThmun 
Hills to the ^Eastern Naga, Hills 

Nidification This little bird breeds in the Ehaaia and 
1ST Cachar Hills in May and June, making a very neat little, 
cup-shaped nest of tine grasses and shreds of bamboo-leaves 
well fastened together with cobwebs and lined with the finest 
gi ass-stems. It is placed low down m thick bushes or tangles of 
creepers, both iu scrub jungle and evergreen forest The eggs 
arc generally three 111 number and are of a lather deep hedge- 
sparrow's egg-blue, unspotted In shape they are ratliei broad 
ovals with the smallei end broad and blunt. Twenty eggs average 
15 7 X 11 9 mm 

Habits Blyth’s Suthora seems to be found at elevations 
between 2,000 and 4,000 feet, wandering about in small flocks 
in the denser undergrowth m evergreen forest or, less often, in 
scrub and secoudaiy growth They are great skulkers and very 
hard to get a shot at as they climb and scramble through the 
lower parts ot the bushes, only showing themselves for a second 
or two as they feebly flit fioin one bush to another Their call- 
note is a very plaintive little bleat, constantly uttered by each 
member of the flock, and they also have a variety of low cheeps 
and “ chirrs ” Thev feed both on insects and grass-seeds, etc 

Hellmayr (‘Genera Avium,’ p 73) considers dqflaensts separable 
fiom true pohotis in that it has the feathers of the chin and 
throat with longei white fringes than hns the latter bird I 
cannot sepatate the two laces with the roateual available 


(95) Suthora poliotis humii. 

Tub Bi.AOK-rBONTED Suthoiu 

Su thorn hunm Sharpe, Cat B M, vn, p 487 (1883) (Dageeling) , 
lilanf & Oates, 1, p 64 

Vernacular names Hone recorded 

Description Similar to S p polxotzs , but has the ear-coverts 
orange-chestnut and the flanks and vent orange-fulvous 
Colours of soft parts as m poliotis 
Measu rements . "Wing from 46 to 48 mm 

Distribution Native Sikkim extending to the hills about 
Daijeeling 

Hidifi cation unknown 

Habits similar to those of pdlxolts. 
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(96) Suthora poliotis fese. 

Saltadoei’s Suihoba 

Suthoi a jfeee Salvadon, Ann Mus Civic Gesoia, vu, p 364(1889) 
(Earenni) , Blanf & Oates, i, p 66 (footnote) 

Vernacular names None lecorded 

Description Similar to jS> p polzotts, but mtli flanks and vent 
bright pale fulvous and no black supercilium 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements ns m Blyth’s Suthora 

Distribution So fai only obtuued iu Earenni and fort 
Stedman. 

Nidification A nest sent to me from near fort Stedman, with 
both parents, was made entirely of shreds of fine grass, coated 
with cobwebs and lined with fine grass-stems It was cup-shaped 
and had been placed low down m matted reeds and grass The 
two blue eggs measure 15 3 x 12 5 and 16 0 x 12 5 mm 

Habits. Nothing recorded, and the only known specimens are 
Salvadori’s tjpe and those sent me from' fort Stedman by Col. 
H H Haungton 


(97) Suthora poliotis ripponi. 

Rippon’s Suthoba 

Suthot a 9 tppont Sharpe, Dull DOC, zv, p 96 (1905) (Alt Victoria, 
Chin Hi Us) 

Vernacular names None recorded 

Description Similar to S j> pohotw, but has the bieast and 
abdomen orange-grey and tlie eai-coveits a distinctly paler grey. 
Colours of soft parts as m polxotzs 

Measurements Total length about 110 min , wing about 
48 min , tail about 56 mm.; taisus about 18 mm 
Distribution hit Victoria, Clnn Hills 
Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded 


(98) Suthora gularis craddocki. 

Bivguaii’s SirinoEA. 

Suthot a ci addocda. Diugliam, Dull DOC, zin, p 54 (1903) (JLoi- 
Pang-Nan, Shan States) 

Vernacular names None lecorded 

Description “ foiebead, crown nape, back, lump, and upper 
tail-coi erts orauge-brown, shaded on the back and nape with 
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ol ive-brown , the primaries edged externally with white, the 
secondaries and tertianes broadly* edged with bright orange- 
brow n , the primary -coi erts brow n, forming a conspicuous patch 
on the upper portion of the w mg . tail brow n, the outer edges of 
the feathers bright rufous-brow n for three-fourths of their length 
from the base; lores, cheeks and a long supercihum white, the 
white of the cheeks extending on to the sides of the neck, ear- 
coverts brown , chin and throat black, shading into grey on the 
upper breast, abdotneu and under tail-co\erts bright orange- 
brow 11 

** Upper mandible homy, lower fleshy-yellow, legs and feet 
fleshy -brown .Length about 4" (100 mm ), wing 1 8" (45 mm), 
tail 1 9" (48 mm), bill 0 3" (7 mm), tarsus 0 9" (22 8 mm)” 
(BtntjJiam ) 

Bingham’s Sulhoia is only a race of tfulans (yen eaun Sharpe, 
Cat £ M ), differing from that bird in having the abdomen and 
under tail-co\ ert« orange-brown instead of white 

Distribution jMekong watei-slied, Iventung State, Shan Bills 

Bidification unknown 

Habits This little Suthora is evidently a bird of aery high 
elevations, only baaing been found by Bingham at 8,500 feet 


(99) Suthora webbiana brunnea. 

AKDEBSoy’s Suthora. 

SufJiOt a bmnnea Anderson, P Z S , 1871, p 211 (Yunnan) , Blnnf 
it Oates, l, p 68, footnote 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. The whole head and neck all round aaitli the 
breast chestnut-brown, suffused with vinnceous below the upper 
plumage, w mg-covei ts, tail and exposed partB of closed wiug 
olia e-brown ; lower plumage yellowish brown 

Colours of soft parts Ins deep red ; bill yellow horny, pale 
except on the culmen , legs greenish plumbeous or slaty brown 

Measurements. Total length about 125 to 130 mm , wing 51 to 
54 nun , tail about 60 to 65 mm , tarsus about 20 mm ; culmen 
about 7 mm 

Distribution. Yunnan and the Kacbin Bills from Bhamo east- 
wards 

K ldiflc ation This bird lias been found breeding commonly m 
Siulum-lvnba Bhamo District, at an ele\atiou of some 6,000 feet 
Hnnngton describes the nest as “a rather deep cup-sliaped 
structuie composed of bamboo-leaves and coarse blades of gras*. 
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lined with finer grass and a few horse-hairs ; measuring about 
4"x 3i" outside and 2” x 2" inside 99 The nests were all 
extremely well concealed ^nd were only discovered by carefully 
watching the birds Tlfey were placed in clumps of reeds or 
grass, or m thick bushes and tangles of creepers, in each case 
quite low down, less than three feet from the giound. 

The eggs number 2 to 4, the former number having been taken 
much incubated, but 3 is the usual full clutch Jn colour they 
are a rntherdeep, unspotted hedge-sparrows’ egg-blue and in shape 
broad ovals, very little compressed at the smaller end Twenty- 
four eggs average 16 3 X 12 8 mm. 

The breeding season is from the end of April to early June 

Habits Anderson’s Suthora keeps principally to reed and 
grass cover, where they creep about but seldom fly. As they 
hunt for insects they keep up a continuous twittering, and they 
are more often heard than seen 


(100) Suthora fulvifrons fulvifrons. 

T ftK EaiiTODB-FBOIfTBD SOTHOBi. 

Temnoi ts fulatfi ons Hodga , P Z S., xm, p 31 (1845) (Nepal) 
Suthora jrulvtfi ons Slanf & Oates, l, p 06 

Vernacular names. Hone recorded. 

Description. .Forehead, middle portion of the crown, a very short 
superciham, cheeks, chin, throat, breast, sides of the neck and the 
nndar tail-covei ts bright fulvous , a broad band from the lores 
over the eye to the nape, the hack, rump and lesser wing-coverts 
olive-yellow ; uppei tail-coverts fulvous , greater wing-coverts 
edged with chestnut ; quills with the outer webs chestnut, hoary 
on the baBal halves of the primaries ; tail blackish, the outer webs 
more or less bright chestnut except at the tips , abdomen deep 
grey 

Colours of soft parts. Irides brown , bill pale fleshy yellow, 
horny above ; legs fleshy brown. 

Measurements Total length about 150 mm. ; wing aboa* 
64 to 56 mm , tail about 66 mm. ; culmen about 5 mm , tarsus 
about 20 to 22 mm. 

Distribution Nepal aud Sikkim. 

Hidification aud Habits. Practically nothing known. Masson 
found it bieedmg on the Singlo JJidge about 8,500 feet, but failed 
to find' the nest Tins was in May It probably keeps to high 
elevations and dense forest in which it is not easily observed 


vox. x 


x 
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(101) Suthora mflceps ruficeps. 

Thu Bbs-hbadbo Scxeosa. 

Chleuattctts rttficepa Blyth, J A. S B , xiv, p €78 (1845) ( Siktam ) 
Suthora ruficeps Blanf. & Oates, i, p 67. 

Vernacular names Ghongto-phep-pho- (Iiepcha). 

Description Borehead and crest to hind neck bright chestnut , 
sides of the head and neck paler , lower plumage white, tinged 
with pink on the breast ; upper plumage rufous-brown, deeper on 
the toil and exposed parte of the wings ; shafts of chin-feathers 
distinctly black. 

Colours of soft parts. Bill creamy or fleshy white or pale 
horny ; legs greenish plumbeous , ins bright red-brown. 

Measurements Total length about 150 mm. ; wing 75 to 78 mm . , 
tail about 80 mm ; tarsus about 23 5 mm. ; ctdmen about 7 5 m m. 

Distr ibuti on. Sikkim only. 

ST ldification unknown. 

Halnts. A very rare bird fonnd in Sikkim at 7,000 feet upwards. 
The habits are probably much the same as those of the next bird. 

(102) Suthora ruficeps atrosuperciliaris. 

Thu Bxia.ok-bbo'wsd Stjthoka.. 

Chlcuasicus -ruficeps var ati oaupcrciltarts G odw -Aust , P. A S. Bene , 
1877, p 147 (Sadi j a, Assam) 

Suthoi a atrtauperctharxa Blanf & Oates, i, p 67 

Vernacular names Dao-mougasha (Cacbari). 

Description Differs from the last bird m being darker and more 
richly coloured everywbeie and in having a well-defined black 
ej ebrow. 

Colours of soft parts Maxilla fleshy, the culmen and base a 
little darker and becoming bluish next the forehead, lower mandible 
pale fleshy, the gonys almost white , indes light bright brown ; 
legs pale, deal bluish plumbeous, claws paler still. 

Measurements. Total length 145 to 150 mm., wmg57to59inm.; 
tail about 99 mm. ; culmen about 10 mm. and from gape about 
12 mm 

Distribution Prom Cachar to. LnUumpnr iu Assam, south of 
the Brahmaputra and east of the Dibong in the Abor and Min 
Sills, north of the same river and thence eastwards to Yunnan 
through the Shan States. Gt-odw m-Austen’s birds from Baladhan 
were undoubtedly of this and not the last race 

Nidification The only nest X have seen of this bird was an 
exact immature of those of Pitradoaeornxs and Paitttparus Out- 
wardly it measured 2*5" x 3" deep and inwardly 2" x 2". It was 
composed of fine shreds of grass and reed-bark with a lining of 
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the finest grasses bub, under these, were a few scraps of bamboo 
leaves. It was bound together with cobwebs and placed zu a 
bamboo clump growing- on a grass-covered biUside 

The single egg contained m the nest was a pale hedge-sparrow 
blue and measured 10 5 x 15 2 mm A nest with three eggs taken 
by a Kaga were similar but the latter measured only about 
18*4 x 13 6 mm 

Habits. An inveterate little skulker in long glass and scrub- 
jungle, never taking to flight unless actually forced, but creeping 
m and out low down and out of sight, though itB constant 
twittering may be beard the whole time. They go about in large 
parties numbering a dozen or more and, when they think they 
are not being watched, every now and then one climbs to a tall 
grass, chirps loudly and immediately descends again They con- 
sort frequently with both Pszttiparus rufimps and jP aradoxomxs 
and it is very curious to watch these three Bed-heads in company. 

The Black-browed Suthora is found m winter practically m 
the plains and in summer breeds between 2,000 and 4,500 feet. 
I found in. the stomachs of those examined by me small grass- 
hoppers, Coleoptera, and a few h&lrd seeds 

Gtenus SEOSUTHORA Selim ay r, 1911 

This genus differs from Swthora. in having the tail less graduated 
and much shorter, not more thau three-fourths the length of the 
wing ; the bill is larger and much deeper in proportion , the wing is 
still more rounded, the 4th to the 7th being subequal. Xt contains 
but one species, Neosxithora. daindiana , of .which a subspecies, JUT cl. 
ihonipsonz , comes within our limits. 

(103) Heosuthora davidia.ua. bhompsoni. 

Thompson’s Suthoba 

Suthoi a thampsom Bingham, Bull. B O C., xni, p 63 (1903) (Eyat- 
pyra, Shan States) 

Vernacular names None recorded 

Description. Top and sides of the head blight cinnamon-rufous ; 
hind neck, back and rump pale slate-grey, more or less washed 
with olive j wings and tail grey-brown, the quills edged with bright 
rufescent brown , chin and throat black ; breast grey tinged with 
huff, more especially on the centre , flanks, abdomen and lower 
tail-coverts dear brownish ochraceous. 

Colours of soft ports Bill fleshy horuy , irides hazel , l eg s 
plumbeous grey. 

Keasurements Total length about 95 to 100 mm ; wing 
50 to 52 mm. ; tail 36 to 38 mm. 

Distribution. Southern Shan States. 

Hidiflcation and Habits. Not recorded. 
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the finest grasses but, under these, were a few scraps of bamboo 
leaves It was bound together with cobwebs and placed in a 
bamboo clump growing on a grass-covered hillside 

The single egg contained in the nest was a pale hedge-sparrow 
blue and measured 19 5 x 15 2 mm. A nest with three eggs taken 
by a Naga were similar but the latter measured only about 
18 4x13 6 mm. 

Habits. An inveterate little skulker m long glass and scrub- 
jungle, never taking to flight unless actually forced, but creeping 
m and out low down and out of sight, though its constant 
twittering may be heard the whole time They go about m large 
parties numbering a dozen or more and, when they think they 
are not being watched, every now and then one climbs to a tall 
grass, chirps loudly and immediately descends again They con- 
sort frequently with both J^szttiparus rufineps and JP 'aradoxorms 
and it is very curious to watch these three Bed-heads in company. 

The Black-browed Suthora is found in winter practically in 
the plains and m summer breeds between 2,000 and -1,500 feet. 
I found in the stomachs of those examined by me small grass- 
hoppers, Coleopteru, and a few hdrd seeds 

Genus NEOSUTHOBA Hellmayr, 1911. 

This genus differs from Suthora m having the tail less graduated 
and much shortei, not more than three-fourths the length of the 
wing ; the bill is larger and much deeper m proportion , the wing is 
still more ronnded, the 4th to the 7th being subeqnal It contains 
but one species, Neosu-titora. davxdiana., of .which a subspecies, JV cl. 
thompsonx, comes within our limits 

(103) Keosuthora davidiana thompsoni. 

Thompson’s Suihosa. 

Suthox a tkompsom Bingham, Bull B O C., ami, p 63 (1903) (Kyat- 
pyin, Shan States) 

Vernacular names None recorded 

Description Top and sides of the head bright cmnam on-rufous ; 
bind neck, back and rump pale slate-grey, more or less washed 
with olive , w logs and tail grey- hr own, the quills edged with bright 
rufescent brown , cbm and throat black ; breast grey tinged with 
buff, more especially on the centre ; flanks, abdomen and lower 
tail-coverts dear brownish ochraceous. 

Colours of soft parts Bill fleshy homy; irides hazel legs 
plumbeous grey ’ & 

Measurements. Total length about 95 to 100 mm. - wins- 
50 to 52 mm. ; tail 36 to 38 mm. ' * B 

Distribution. Southern Shan States. 

Bidification and Habits Not recorded. 

z2 
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Genus PSITTIPABUS Hell m ay r, 1903 

Slant ord’a name o£ Scceorhynch-us being preoccupied, Hellmayr’s 
name o£ JPsittrparus must be used for this genus Xt differs from 
JV eosuthora in having the tail longer, about equal to tbe wing and 
still less graduated the outermost feather being nearly or quite 
five-sixths the length of the central ones The bill is larger and 
longer in proportion Tbe 1st pnmaiy is a little more than half 
the length if the 5th, 6th and 7th, which are longest and 
subequal. The legs are exceptionally strong 


Key to Species and Subspecies 


A Crow n of head rufous , chin white 

a 'Wing under 90 mm , hill from front to 
tip 14 mm . . . 

b Wing 90 mm or over , bill from front 
to tip 16 mm . . , 

B. Crow n of tend grey , chin black 

c Wi ng over 90 mm , under parts white 
d Wing under 90 mm , under parts suf- 
fused with fulvous . . 


P t itficeps ruficeps, p 116 
P. r btiherif p 117 
P ffulana gutaus, p 118 
P g ti ansfhmtihs, p 118 


(104) Psittiparus ruficeps ruficeps. 

The Ebh-heahed Pabhot-Bili. 

P«j adoxot m« ntficcps Blvth, J A S B,(l)n,p 177 (1842) (Bootan) 
Sceeot nynchus » uficeps Slanf & Oates, i, p 68 

Vernacular names. Ohongto-phep-pho (Lepcha). 

Description Head, nape, upper back, lores, cheeks and ear- 
coverts chestuut ; upper plumage, tail atid exposed pat ts of \* mgs 
olive-brown, tinged with rufous ; the whole lower plumage w hite, 
tinged with brown on tbe Bides of the body, vent, thighs and 
under tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts Iiub deep red-brown ; upper mandible 
horny biown, lower fleshy-brou n , eyelids and mouth slate-blue, 
legs dark plumbeous blue ; claws horn-brown 

Measurements Total length about 180 mm , wing 84 to 
86 mm , tail about 85 nun , bill “from forehead to tip in a 
straight line 14 mm ” {Hartert} , tarsus about 28 mm 

Distribution. Hills north of the Brahmaputra east to Sadiya. 
Nepal and Sikkim 

Dzdifloation and Habits Not distinguishable from those of the 
next subspecies Seven eggs m my collection average 22 8 x 
16 7 mm 
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(105) Psittiparus mficeps bakeri. 

Bakee’b Fabboi-Butj 

Scceoi 7ii/nchtts rtt/tceps baler i Haitert, Nov Zool , vii, p 648 (1900) 
(Hungrum, 27 Cachar) 

v emacular names. DaomaoqasJia gajao (Cachan) , Tnclo-r tea 
Tnqaoria (Naga) ; Vohtera (Mikir) 

Description Diffeis from the Bed-lieaded Fan ot-Bill m having 
the under parts tinged everywhere with buff and in being a little 
larger 

Measurements Wing 90 to 95 mm., tail about 95 min , bill 
fiom forehead to tip in a stiaight line 16 mm , and about 14 mm 
deep as against 12 mm in » ujiceps 

Colours of soft parts as in ruficeps, but the bill is a darker 
horny-biown, more especially above, and tbe legs are geneially 
quite a dark slate-blue 

Distribution. Bills south of the Brahmaputra, Cliiu Hills, 
Shau StateB through the hills of Central Burma to Tenassenm 
Nidification This Parrot-Bill breeds pimcipally m late May 
and early June, hut eggs have been taken from the 15tli April to 
the 24th J uly The nest is composed of shreds of grass, shreds of 

bamboo leaves and the bark ot reeds and bamboos, lined with 
finer grasses and strips of bark and bound together with cobwebs 
In shape it is a deep, \ ery well-built cup, externally about 3 to 
4 inches broad and deep, whilst internally it is nearly an inch less 
each way. It may sometimes he placed m reeds and high grass, 
more often in bamboo clumps, but most nests will be taken 
from small saplings and high or low bushes The height from the 
ground may he anything from 2 to 8 feet 

The eggs, either two or three m num ber , rarely four, remind 
one very mneh of those of the Garden- W arbler The giound- 
colonr is white tinged with green, grey or yellowish, sometimes 
reddish. The markings consist of spots, irregular blotches and 
cloudings of pale sienna-brown, reddish brown and neutral tint , 
these, never very numerous, are scattered indefinitely over most 
of she larger half of the egg; sometimes they are quite spaise 
and confined to the big end Borty-five eggs average 21 5 x 
16 7 mm. 

Habits Baker’s Pairot-Bill is found at all heights between 
2,000 and 5,000 feet, ascending some 1,000 feet higher than 
this in the summer and peihaps 1,000 feet lower m the wmtei. 
They wander about m parties of a dozen or so, seldom showing 
themselves except momentarily as they clamber through the grass 
or undergrowth Occasionally they will visit the higher hushes 
and small trees m searching for insects but these they leave at 
once when disturbed. "When feeding they utter a constant 
“ chee-chirrup,” but when separated from one* another their call is 
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the typical bleat of the family. So curiously like is it to the 
plaintive bleat of a small kid in distress that I have more than 
once been deceived by it. 

'Whilst almost as active as the Titmouses m climbing about, they 
are much less so on the wing, for their flight is fluttering, ill- 
su stained and -weak, nor do they ever take to wing unless com- 
pelled. 

Their food is principally insectivorous, but they also eat a 
certain amount of seeds ana ex en grain 


(106) Psittiparus gularis gularis. 

The Gbex-headed P ajrsot-B m 

j Pat adovomus gtdarts Gi&y, Gen Birds, 11 , p 889 (1846) (Sikkim) 
Sceeoi hynchua gularis Blanf & Oates, i, p 69 

Vernacular names Ohongto-phep-'pTio (Lepcha) 

Description Poiehead, nasal plumes, a supercilmm from the 
forehead to the nape and the chin black , lores and round the eye, 
cheeks and lower plumage white , flanks and aides of bieast only 
slightly suffused with buff , eai -coverts pale grey ; crown and nape 
dark grey , upper plumage, tail and visible portions of closed 
wing rufous-brown 

Colours of soft parts Ins deep red-brown , bill chrome-yellow 
to an almost orange horny yellow , legs and feet sluty-biown, 
occasionally with a bluish tinge 

Me asurement s Total length about 160 to 165 mm , mng 
90 to 95 mm , "tail about 80 mm , tarsus about 27 mm , culmen 
' about 12 to 13 mm long and about 10 to 11 deep 

Distribution. Sikkim and Bhutan and hills North of the 
Brahmaputra 

Nidlflcation. Similar to that of I* ruficeps baJcerx. The eggs 
measure about 21 0 x 15*2 mm. 

Habits Similar to the Inst 


(107) Psittipajrus gularis transfluvialis. 

Habteet’b Paeeot-Biil. 

Sceeorhynchua gularis it ane/Ivvialts Hartert, Nov Zool , vu, p 648 

' (1900) (Grnlang, N Oachar) 

Vernacular names. JJaomougasha gophu (Cachan) ; Tndob-tw 
ga7ia.ba.le (Kacha Naga). 

Description. Differs from the Grey-headed Parrot-Bill m having 
the whole of the under parts suffused with fulvous and m being 
rather smaller. 
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Measurements. Wing 86 to 89 5 mm. ; tail about 78 mm. ; cul- 
men 12 to 13 mm long but only 9 to 9 5 mm. deep at the base ; 
tarsus about 25 mm. 

Distribution. Sills South of the Brahmaputra, Chin, Kachm 
Brils and bills of Central Burma 

BidifLcation. Cannot be distinguished from that of the Bed- 
headed Parrot-Bill m any way. 38 eggs average 20*7 X 16 2 mm 
Habits Similar to those of JP. r. balceri , but is perhaps not 
found at such low elevations. It occurred in the low hills round 
Marghanta m Assam, but here the close proximity of the snow- 
line gives an avifauna and flora at 700 to 1,000 feet which obtains 
elsewhere at more than twice this height. It is canons that 
though all the Bed-headed forms of Parrot-Bill consort together 
when feeding, none of the red-headed birds are ever found mixing 
with those ol the grey-headed races. 
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Fig 24 Stita himalaymsis 


Family SITT11X®. 

The family of Sittidce, or Nuthatches, is one which it is not 
easy to place m any system of arrangement of the Order Passertx 
Oates placed them between the Bulbuls (Pycnonotidas) and the 
Drongos ( Dtervrtda ), with neither of which can they have any 
possible connection Harterb places them between the Oerdmdce 
and Panda, an excellent position, but making these three families 
form a group entirely by themselves having no close connexion 
with those which come before or after. In the present work 
the preceding family, the Paradox, ornxth ides, is an obvious link 
between the Pandas and the Tzmalndce, and a position between 
these families seems, perhaps, the best for the Sittidce In many 
ways they are closely allied to the Tits, especially anatomical!*, 
ana though they have not such close affinities with the Tsmdhtda, 
they may well be an offshoot from the Panda, the other end of 
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\rhicb has no visible lint with any o£ the other families of JPasseres 
in the area we cover, u hilst the Fima Ixxda are another development 
m a different direction. 

In this family the edges of the upper mandible are smooth, or 
the upper one simply notched; the hinder aspect of the tarsus 
smooth, composed of two entire longitudinal laminae and other 
features as already given in the hey to the Families . The nostrils 
are overhung by some hairs and the nctal bristles are present ; the 
feet are very strongly developed for the purpose of climbing, the 
hind toe and claw are very powerful and the inner toe and claw 
dwarfed , the bill is about as long as the head, fairly stout and 
straight The wing is long and pointed and the first primary is 
always less than half the second The tail is short and square 
or very slightly rounded. The sexes are dissimilar 

Only one genus of Nuthatch, Sitta, is found within onr limits 
The little Velvet-fronted Nuthatch is sometimes separated under 
the name Detidropln la but without any very apparent reason or 
necessity. L follow Oates in uniting them all under one name. 


Genus SITTA Iann., 1766 
The characters of the genus are those of the family. 

Key to Species and Subspecies. 

A Upper plumage uniform bluish grey 

a Middle pair of tail-feathers white at bnse 
Sides of neck and lowei plumage chest- 
nut 

V Sides of neck white, marked with 
golden chestnut, chin, throat and 
uppei breast white 

b Middle pair of tail-feathers uniform, with 
no white 

c' Lateral tail-feathers with white spots 
a" Under tail-coverts chestnut, centred 
ashy 

a'” Lover plumage paler , wing over 
80 mm 

h' tf Lower plumage darker, wing 
under 80 mm ... 

b" Under tail-coverts white, tipped 
chestnut 


5 himalayensis, p 122, 
5 i victories, p 12S 


& hashtnmensts, p 128 

S castaneiventns casta- 
nciventris, p 123 


«r 


c ' Lower plumage chestnut 

a 1 Chestnut ot lowei plumage 
uniform from throat to vent 
b l Throat and Dreast paler than 
rest of lower plumage 
Lower plumage grey . 

*" Under tail-coverts chestnut, tipped 

white 

Lateral tail-feathers without white 
spots J 


[p 12o 

S c ci imamov entr is, 

S c neglecta , p 126 
4? eitt opeea nagaensis , 
[p 127 

5 mqgna, p 128 

Ip 129 

S neumayet tephi onota. 
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B Upper plumage slaty-blue , crown black 
O Upper plumage black, streaked with bril- 
liant blue . . 

uniform purplish blue , 


IX U 


Jpper plumage 
forehead black 


S. leucopais leuoopsta , 

[p 130 

S m formoaa , p 131 

S ft ontalis ft ontalts , 

[p 132. 


(108) Sitta himalayensis. 

The Whxcb-3!ai£eu) Nitthaioe. 


Sitta hxmalauetisis Jard & Selby, 111 Ind Orn , m, pi. 144 (1835) f 
Slant & Oates, i, p 800 

■Vernacular names Sxddyt-phyp (Lepcba). 

Description — Adult male The forehead, lores, a streak behind 
the eye, produced down the side of the neck to the shoulders, 
black , an indistinct eyebrow fulvous white ; upper plumage, 
wing-coverts and inner secondaries dark slaty-blue, somewhat 
palei on the ends , primaries and outer secondm tes dark brown 
edged with slaty-blue , middle pair of tail-featheis slaty-blue, the 
basal halt of the inner web and a band next the shaft on the outer 
web white , the next two pairs wholly black, the next pair black 
with an ashy tip , the next black with an oblique white band and 
an ashy tip, the outermost the same but with more white , sides 
of the face and chm pale fulvous , lower plumage chestnut, richer 
and deeper on the flanks and undei tail-coverts , under wing- 
coveits black, a white patch on the base of the primaries showing 
from below only. 

Adult female Resembles the male, but is rather duller and 
paler 

Colours of soft parts Ins pale brown , bill black, the gape and 
base of lower mandible bluish white to pale slaty , legs and feet 
yellowish or olive-biown. 

Measurements Length, about 120 mm , wmg 71 to 76 mm. , 
tail about 37 to 41 mm. , tarsus about 17 to 18mm , culinen about 
14- to IS mm 

Distribution The Himalayas from Hangra to Assam North of 
the Brahmaputra River, but in over twenty years’ collecting we 
never found it South of the river, and there may be some mistake 
in dodwin-Au8ten’s recoid fiom Annul m Manipui 

Nidifi cation The White-tailed Nuthatch breeds in the 
Himalayas fiom 5,000 feet to at least 11,000, at which height 
Blanford procured it in Sikkim It is a very eaily breeder, com- 
mencing to lay in the first few days of April or even m the end. 
of March The eggs ore laid m some natural hollow in a tree or 
stump, the entrance being filled in neatly wuth mud so as to leave 
only a small, quite circular entrance, little over an inch in diameter 
The nest is a pad of moss, or moss and moss-roots with a depression 
in the centre for the eggs These number from four to six and axe 
white with numerous specks and spots of reddish, sometimes more 
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spaise and confined to the larger end. They measure about 
18 3 x 14*0 mm 

Both parents, according to Hodgson, assist m incubation and in. 
looking after the young 

Habits. The habits of most Nuthatches are very similar. In 
the non-breeding season they are to be found in family parties, 
sometimes in greater numbers, bunting all over the trunks and 
branches of trees for insects ; scuttling about upwards and down- 
wards, now under, now over, peering into every cranny and every 
broken bit of bark as they lestlessly work their way from the 
trnnk of the tree to the highest branches, whence they take flight 
to the nearest tree likely to prove a profitable hunting-ground. 
They also feed on nuts, including the hardest, boring holes 
into them and extracting their contents, and they sometimes eat 
seeds and fruits Their note when feeding is singularly like the 
cheep of a mouse and is frequently uttered. The flight is fnuly 
strong and direct 


(109) Sitta victories. 

The Chut Hilts Nuthatch 

Sitta mctoj zee Bippon, Bull BO O , nv, p 84 (1 904) (Mt 
Victoria) 

Vernacular names Hnet-pya-cTtouk (Burmese) 

Description. Similar to the Inst bird, but has the chm, throat, 
upper breast and centie of the abdomen white , the sides of the 
face and neck pure white, the latter marked with golden chestnut 

Colours of soft parts Ins i ed-brown , bill slaty-grey, black at 
the tip ; legs dull yellowish brown 

Measurements Wing 68 to 72 mm. , tail about 40 mm. , culmen 
14 mm 

female is apparently similar to the male. 

Distribution. Chm Hills. Mt. Victoria 

Nidification and Habits Nothing recorded, found at 9,000 feet 
This bird should probably be placed as a subspecies of £$ 
Jnmalayensrs , but until some connecting forms are discovered 
it must rank as a species 

(LlO) Sitta castaneiventris castanei ventr is . 

The Chestiott-bellied Nuthatch 

Sitta castaneiventris frank , P ■Z S , 1831, p 121 (Vmdhyan Hills) 
Bianf & Oates, i, p 804. 

Vernacular names. Sm (Hmd), (Jhor-parJci (Beng ) 

Description. — Adult male A black streak from the nostril 
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thi ougb the eye to the shoulder , lores, cheeks, ear-coverts and 
dim white , the whole upper plumage and visible portions oE 
closed wing slaty-blue ; middle tail-feathers ashy-blue , the next 
tvo black, edged and tipped with ashy-blue, the others with a 
subterminal u lute patch on the inner v\ ebs and generally with 
a white bond on the outer web of the outermost leathers , whole 
lower plumage umfoim dark chestnut-bay, under tml-coveits 
chestnut, centred with ashy, under wxng-corerts black, a white 
patch on the base of the primaries visible from below 

Female is a paler chestnut below and the white on the face 
is ill-defined 

Colours of soft parts Ins dark brown , bill greenish or blnish 
plumbeous, the terminal half black and lower mandible and base 
paler, legs and feet greenish plumbeous Tn some specimens 
nearly the whole bill is black. 

Measurements. Length about 130 mm , wing 74 to 76 mm t 
tail about 37 mm , tarsus about 17 to 18 mm , calmeu about 

16 to 17 inm 

Distribution The whole of the northern plains of India as far 
south as the Wynaad, as far west as Umballa and lOiandesh and 
as far east as Calcutta 1 obtained it both m Madia and the 
24th Parganas, where however it is very rare In Behar it is 
extiemely common to the east 

BTidification This little Muthatch breeds principally m 
February and March throughout its range, making its nest m 
small holes in trees at any height from 10 to 30 feet from the 
ground A very favourite nesting-site is m mango-trees m 
branches between 8 and 12 feet from the ground, and the 
natural hollow is always cemented round with day to reduce the 
entrance to about 30 mm This masonry work is also often 
continued well down inside the hollow and on the bark outside 
the tree as well and, even when the natural entrance to the hole 
is in no way too big, it is nearly always mode neat and tidy with 
a day finish The nest is generally nothing but chips of dned 
hark and soft tinder-wood with a few leaves and rarely a little 
dnnd moss The eggs number anything front two to six, most 
often five and are ratuer fragile, broad oval in shape and of the 
usual white ground with red specks. They average about 

1 7 0 x 13 2 mm. Many birds roust breed twice m the year, as 
nests may be taken m May and June and even as late as 
September 

Habits The Ohestnut-bellied Mu thatch is entirely a plains* bird 
and is very common m all well-wooded parts, though it is not a 
forest bird Mango-topes both m the vicinity of, as wdl as away 
from, villages are very favourite resorts and two or more pan* 
may often be found, in the same orchard They have the usual 
restless habits of the genus aud feed on the same kind of food* 
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(ill) Sitta castaneiventris cinnamoventris. 

The Cinnamon-heleied Nuthatch 

jSi tta cmnamoientj raBlyth, J A 8 B , ti, p 439 (1S4S) (Diujeeliiig) 
j Sitta ctnnamomeoi ent? ts Blanf &. Oates, x, p 301 

Vernacular names Strt (Hind ) , JSidhyz-j>7i2jp (Lepcha) , JDao 
mojo-gajao (Cachan) " 

Description ■ — Adult male lake the lasc but the white pai ts of 
the face are delicately baired with bronn , the uppei plumage is 
more an ashy-blue, the under parts aie a deep cinnamon-chestnut 
and the under tail-covei ts are white with ashy bases and narrow 
chestnut tips 

Female Differs from the male m being a pale dull chestnut 
below 



Fig 25 — Head of S c ennnamovcntn * 

Colours of soft parts Iris red-brown to lake ; bill slaty-blue, 
black at the tip and paler on base and lower mandible ; legs and 
feet dull blue-grey or bluish plumbeous 

measurements Total length about 150 mm ; wing 78 to 81 mm , 
tail about 45 mm. , tarsus about 18 mm. , culmen about 20 mm 
Distribution The Himalaj-ns from Murree to Eastern Assam, 
both North and South of the Brahmaputra, Manipur, Imshai and 
Chittagong hill-tiacts, but not further East. Oates's specimens 
from Blinmo are much nearer negleeta and should be assigned 
to that bird 

Hidification. Gammie obtained the nest in Sikkim at 2,000 
feet in a decayed bamboo, and I found many nests m the Khnsrn 
Hills m April and May at elevations between 4,500 and 6,uOO 
feet. In these lulls, although a nest might now and then be 
found m some old stump, the great majority are built m the 
retaining utdls of roads or in walls of fields and compounds. 
These walls are built of mud and stones and form favourite 
breeding places for Tits, Nuthatches, Ely catchers and many other 
birds The Nuthatches select some hollow, generally only a few 
inches from the ground, and then fill the whole entrance m with 
mud, leaving only a circular hole about 40 mm across. The 
hollow inside, however big it may be, is filled to a depth of some 
inches with sciaps of dead wood, bark and odds and ends ot 
vegetable matter, over which is placed a bed of moss and then n 
fine thick layer of fur, or fur and wool They are very persistent 
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little birds, and will often repair and again Jay m a nest which hag 
been pillaged. In North Cachar I found them breeding in trees 
and m these the nests were often very flimsy and scanty’ 
consisting of leaves and rubbish and perhaps a little moss and a 
few feathers or scraps of filr. They' lay m Apnl and May, but 
an occasional nest may be seen as early as March or as late as 
June. The normal full complement of eggs is six, bat sometimes 
only four or five are laid and sometimes as many as eight They 
are of the usual white ground with red specks, but are more 
strongly and numerously tuaiked than those of the hmt bird and 
in shape are much longer, narrower ovals Sixty eggs average 
19 8 X 14 1 mm. The maxima are 21 0 x 14 4 and 20 6x15 mm ., 
and the minima are 17 3 x 13 6 and 18 8 x 13 2 mm 

Habits This Nuthatch is most common between 4,000 an d 
7,000 feet and is not often found below 3,000 feet It has much 
the same habits as the rest of the genus, but I have often noticed 
it on the ground feedmg on ants and termites, and it seems very 
partial to hunting walls, cliffs and banks as the Hock-Nuthatches 
do Its note is a continual cheep, very much like the squeak of a 
monse It is a very sociable bird, and I have seen flocks of this 
bird and S%tta ft ontalts hunting togethei in perfect amity 


(112) Sitta castaneiventris neglecta. 

Tech Bitbmese Nuthatch 

Sitta neglecta W aid , A M N E , (4) v, p 218 (1870) (Karen Hills), 
ZBlanf & Oates, l, p SOI 

Vernacular names I*an-che-lxp (Kachm) 

Description * Differs from the preceding m being smaller and in 
having the throat and breast much paler than the abdomen and 
flanks, whilst the white of the sides of the head blends with the 
rufous of the throat The female differs in the same way from 
the female ot the Omnamon-bellied Nuthatch 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; upper mandible bluish, 
upped black, legs and feet dark plumbeous, claws horn-colour. 

Measurement s Length about 130 mm , wing 76 to 78 mm , 
tail about 38 to 42 mzn ; tarsus about 18 mm , culmen about 
17 mm " 

Distribution. Prom Muleyit Mountain in South Tenassenm, 
through the eastern hill-ranges of Surma to {fie Bhamo Hills, 
N. and N.W. Siam. 

Nidification Similar to that of S e caslaneivenlnx, but this is 
a forest bird and its nest zs found m the natural hollows of trees 
on the outskirts of forest or in dead trees m deserted cleanugs. 
The eggs are of the m«ml short, blunt type and measuie from 
16 2 x 13 4 to 18 3 x 14 2 mm. 

They are apparently early breeders , Singham found the young 
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h atc hed in the end of March, and eggs sent me by Col. Hariugton, 
taken on the 22nd of thnt month, were on the point of hatching. 

Habits Those of the genus, and there seems to be nothing 
pall ing (or notice They are found between 2,000 and 5,000 feet, 
never in the plams, and aie forest birds, though like most 
Nuthatches they keep to the more open parts, the outskirts, or 
to partially cleared or deserted cultivation clearings m which the 
dead trees are still standing. 

<113) Sltta europsea nagaensis. 

Austeh’s Nuthatch. 

Sitta nagaenns Oodw -Aust , P Z S, 1874, p 44 (Sopremak, Nags. 

Sills) , Slanf & Oates, i, p 302 

Vernacular names Daom.ojo-goph.vi <Cacham), JEZnet-pi/tv-chouJc 
(Burmese). x * 

Description TJpper plumage, closed wings and central tail- 
feathers slaty-blue-grey ; a black line horn the bill, through the 
eye to the nape ; primaries and secondaries black on the inner 
w ebs , outer tail-feathers black, the three or four outer pa*rs with 
a white subterminal spot on the inner web and the outermost 
pair with an oblique white band on the outer edge , sides of the 
head and neck and lower plumage grey , sides of the body nch 
chestnut , lower tail-covei ts white tipped and edged with chestnut , 
the usual white patch on base of quills. 

The female only differs in being a trifle duller 

Colours of soft parts Ins dark brown, bill slaty-grey, the 
terminal half blackish , legs and feet greenish brown 

Measurements Length about 130 mm. , wing 74 to 78 mm ; 
tail about 40 mm. ; tarsus about 18 mm ; culmen about 15 mm. 

Distribution Hills South of the Brahmaputra, Chin Hills and 
Kachia Hills. Eumear’s Sitta. e griseiventrxs (Bull B O C 
lx, p 142, 1920) seems to he the same as this bird It is possibly 
a purer grey, hut as all the specimens of Austen’s Nuthatch in the 
British Museum are very poor specimens and some of the Chin 
Hi lls birds taken elsewhere are quite indistinguishable, I consider 
this name to be meiely a synonym of nagaensis. 

Nidiflcation This Nuthatch breeds m the Kaehm Hills in 
April and probably also Match and May. Eggs taken by 
Col Hariugton were placed in the usual kind of holes m trees and. 
were plastered up with clay masonry, reducing the entrance to a 
size just sufficient to allow ingress and egress to the parents. 
The nests w'ere of moss with a lining of fur, and contained two to 
four eggs just like those of S c castanei ventns and measuring 
about 18 9 x 14 1 mm 

Habits This is a forest form found up to the highest hills, 
9,000 or 10,000 feet and apparently down to about 5,000 feet, 
below which S. c neglecta takes its place. 
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(114) Sitta kashmiriensis. 

Bbooks’s Nuxhaioh 

Sitta TuuAmtnensra Biooks, PAS B / 1 871, p. 270 f Kashmir) . 

Blanf & Oates, l, p SOS ' * 

Vernacular names Hone recorded. 

Description Upper plumage and wings slaty-blue , the usual 
black band through the eye , chin and sides of the face dull white 
tinged with fulvous , throat more fulvous, the lowei pl umag e 
gradually becoming deeper and turning to deep chestnut on the 
abdomen, flanks and under tail-coverts , middle tail-feathei s ashy- 
blue, the next two pairs black edged and tipped with ashy, the 
next two black with a subterminal white spot on the inner web , 
the outermost feather black, with a white patch on each web and 
a brown tip , under wing-coverts blackish with the usual white 
primary patch , under tail-covert s chestnut with traces of ashy 
centres 

Colours of soft parts Jus red or red-brown , bill slaty-grey 
with black tip and paler base; legs greenish brown, yellowish 
brown or dull grey-brown. 

Measurements Length about 180 mm ; wing 81 to 85 mm. , 
tail about 40 to 44 mm. , tarsus about 18 mm , culmen about 
18 to 1© mm 

Distribution Himalayas; Afghanistan to Grarhwal 

DETidification. This bird breeds m some numbers throughout 
Kashmir and m the Mnrree Grabs Jt selects holes in forest-trees 
at all heights from the ground, plastering up the entrance with 
the usual hard clay masonry and laying its eggs in April und May 
These number four to seven and are quite typical Fifty eggs 
average about 19 7 X 16 4 mm. 

Habits Those of the genus This is a forest bud, h aunti ng 
lathee deep forest at heights between 6,000 and 9,000 feet, 
straggling both lower m the cold and higher m the hot weather 
"Whitehead found it fairly common in the Safed Koh between 
7,500 and 10,000 feet 


(115) Sitta magna. 

The Giant Nuthatch. 

Sitta magna Wardl -Ramsay, P Z S, 1876, p 677 (Karennee) , 
Slant & Oates, i, p 30 3 

Vernacular names Hone recorded. 

Description Upper plumage, wings and central pair of tail- 
feathers slaty-blue , two broad bands of black from the base of the 
bill through the eyes to the shoulders , two pairs oE tail-feathers 
next the central pair black witb a slaty -blue tip, tbe next two the 
same with, a subterminal white pateh and the outermost the same 
but with a white bar -on the outer web, lores, sides of tbe 
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head, cbm and throat grevish white changing to darker grey on 
breast and to dull chestnut on lower flanks, thighs, vent and under 
tail— coverts, the latter broadly tipped with w lute , under wmg- 
coverts black and the under surface of the primaries with the 
typical white patch 

Colours of soft parts Ins biown or hazel-brown; bill slaty- 
blue, darker on terminal half , legs and feet pale yellowish brown 

measurements Length about 200 mm , wing 114 to 119 mm , 
tail about 68 to 70 mm , tarsus about 23 mm , culmen about 
25 to 28 mm. 

The female is like the male but has a mote decided tinge of 
buff oi chestnut-buff on the bienst, the chestnut of the flanks, 
thighs, etc , may not be quite so deep and the head also is gieyer 
m some individuals 

Distribution Hills of Central Burma, Shan States and Yunnan, 
apparently from about 3,000 feet upwards 

Nidiflcation and Habits Theie is nothing on record about this 
fine 1ST u thatch now represented by good senes from Itippon, 
Thompson and Craddock in the British Museum It has been 
found so far between 4,000 and 6,000 feet and seems to be a forest 
bird. 


(116) Sitta nenmayer tephronota. 

The Tukkbstak Uock-IST d-ihatch. 

SUta tephionota Sharpe, A M N H ,(4)\,p 450 (1872) (Ferghana, 
Turkestan) , 131 anf & Oates, l, p 305 

Vernacular names Hone recorded 

Description "Whole upper plumage, wmg-coverts and second- 
aries ashv-blue , the usual black eye-baud , primaries pale brown ; 
central tail-featheis pale ashy blue, the otheis bi own broadly edged 
with pale ashy on the outer webs, this coloui gradually changing 
to pale fulvous, the outermost feather having the mnei web brown 
with a fulious tip and the ontei web fulvous with a brown tip, 
sides of the head and lower plumage fulious, dniker and becoming 
strongly tinged with pink on the flanks, lower abdomen, vent and 
under tail-coverts, these last having ashy centies. 

Colours of soft parts Ins brown , bill horny-brown, or slaty- 
brown, darker at the tip , legs day-slate 

Measurements Length about 160 to 170 mm , wing 75 to 
90 mm , tail about 50 to 60 mm ; tarsus *1 to 24 mm , culmen 
20 to 23 mm. 

Distribution Baluchistan and Afghanistan to Ferghana in 
Turkestan and the Tmnschan Buds from the Tiansclian ceem to 
have more of a dull rufous tinge on the breast and lower tin c»at as 
well as being lather bigger, and should possibly be kept separate, 
I cannot, however, distinguish /? n obscura from North and Bast 
Persia 


von i. 
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Nidiflcation This bird breeds botb m Afghanistan and 
'Baluchistan horn early .March to the end of April or early May 
The nest-hole may be either m a tree ot m a rock but in the very 
gieat majonty of cases it will be in the latter The hole is lined, 
sometimes partially, sometimes throughout, with a clay winch 
becomes very hard when set, and this lining is continued until it 
projects in a cone beyond the entrance for from 6 to 9 oi 3 0 inches 
In addition to this, however, the bird decorates the face ot the 
rock oi the bark of the tree all round the entrance for some 
distance with featheis stuck m the cie vices of the rock or bark 
The lining to the nest is generally iur or hair, sometimes with a 
few featheis, but underneath this is often a bed of leaves, chips ot 
batk, touch-wood or similar material The eggs vary from four to 
six or raiely seven m number, the ground is a white of a puiei, 
bar del tint than that of most Nuthatches and the spots ot biown 
are spaisei and more definite They are generally rather scanty 
in number but moie numerous at the larger end than elsewheie 
The normal shape is a brood, blunt oval, and twenty-four Indian 
eggs average about 21 3x160 min These were all taken by 
General Bet liain at Quetta 

Habits This bud is common in Baluchistan, where Betham took 
many nests, and extends in some numbers along the frontier in 
suitable localities between 3,000 aitd 7,000 feet, ascending yet 
highei than this in the noitliein poition of its range In genei&l 
habits, flight, voice and food it is a typical Nuthatch, but locks 
form its puncipal hunting-ground rather than trees, though it 
does lesoit to these also on occasions It is never, however, a 
forest bird and iiequent? bate hillsides with but little cover of 
any sort just as often as it does those a little less bate which have 
a tew scattered trees and an odd lavine or so with bush or tree 
forest It is said not to be a shy bird or to shun observation 

( 117 ; Sitta leucopsis leucopsis. 

The W nrrE-cHEEKED Nuthatch; 

Sitta leucopsis Gould, P Z S 1840, p 11 S (Himalayas) , Blanf & 
Oates, l, p S06 

Vernacular names. None reooided 

Description 'Forehead, crown, nape and a part of the sides of 
neck glossy black, upper plumage, closed wings and central tail- 
feathers slat j- blue , other tail-leathers black, tipped with slaty- 
blue, the three outer pairs with a sub terminal white patch on 
the inner web and the outermost pair with a white band also on 
the outer web , sides of the head and lower 'plumage w bite, more 
or less tinged with pale fulvous , flanks and under tail-coverts 
rich chestnut Sexes alike 

Colours of soft parts. Ins hazel-brown to dark brow'n, bill 
black, the base of tlie lower mandible w'hitish -horny or pale grey- 
horny, legs yellowish- or greemsh-biown. 
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Measure ments Total length about 140 mm , wing 74 to 79 mm , 
tail about 42 mm. , tarsus about 18 mm ; culmen about 15 mm. 

Distribution The whole of the North-West Himalayas from 
the JBaluchistan boundaries wheie well forested, Afghanistan, 
IN' Kashmir to the hills next the plains as far as the pines 
continue and as far east as G-arhwal 

Nidification This Nuthatch bi eeds freely thi ougliout its range 
Eatti ay took many nests m the JViuiree Hills in June, and snj s 
that a favourite site is high up m a tall fir-tree that has been 
struck by lightning and oracked down the centre, a convenient 
place in this crack being selected ioi the nest They lay fiom 
tour to eight eggs, which are just like those ot the vanous fonns 
of Chestnut-bellied Nuthatches and measure on an nxerage tor 
50 eggs about 38 2 x 13 7 nun. The nest is difficult to find, 
both trom its position and the cautious habits of the birds 

Habits This is a bird of high elevations, being found punci- 
pallj 1 ' between 7,000 and 12,000 teet and, accoidmg to [Rattray and 
•othei s, seldom below 8,000 feet Its range, however, seems to 
be decided by the forest growth and it will not frequently be 
found outside the regions of fns. pines and othei coniferous 
trees Stoliczka says that it feeds principally on the seeds of 
JPmus girat diana. and that its voice is a loud, unitoxm, melan- 
choly call, uttered while it is busily engaged m securing a pine- 
seed in the hark of a large tree Whitehead likens its call to the 
[French woid “ pain,’* and he and Davidson both say that 'Che 
monotonous, wailing cry is to be heard rn the forests all day 
long 


(118) Sitta formosa. 

Teb Beautifitl Huihatch 

Sitta foimasa Blyth, J A. SB, xzi, p 988 (1843) (Darjiling), 
Blanf & Oates, i, p 806 

Vernacular names Dao-mojo-gadeba (Cachan ) ; Txshe JBjuyv 
ffinmbo (Depth a) 

Description Upper plumage black, streaked with pale blue on 
the upper back and the sides ot the neclc and with brilliant 
cobalt-blue elsewhere, sides of the head and chin fulvous white, 
the feathers i ound the eye and over the ear-c. o verts blackish at 
then buses , lesser wmg-coierts, pi unary-co verts, primaries and 
secondaries blight blue, edges ot the median and greater coi erfcs 
and of the muei secondaries white , remainder of wring blue , 
scapulars, loner back and lump r erdigns-blue , central toil- 
featheis blue with black bases and black next the shafts , the next 
tw o pairs black edged with blue ; the othei s black with pro- 
gressively lat ger w hite tips, blue-edged on the extenoi maigms; 
lower plumage dull chestnut. 


x2 
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Colours of soft ports Ins red-brown. 01 dork brown , bill black 
with base and gonys black , legs greenish horny (Jerdoti) or 
yellowish biown 

Measurements Length about 185 mm ; wing 114 to 118 mm , 
tail about 58 to 60 mm , tarsus about 21 mm. , culmen about 
17 mm. 

Distribution Himalayas from Sikkim to the Min and Arboi 
Sills in Bastern Assam. Also hill-ranges m South Assam as 
far Hast as Lakhimpur. The Solween-MLekong watershed m the 
1ST B Sban States 

HT ldification The few nests found by me m the Khasia and North 
Cachar Mills were all on the highest ranges from 5,000 feet 
up waids They were placed m trees at considerable heights fiom 
the ground and contained from four to six eggs or young. The 
eggs only vary fiom those of Sc ciwnamovento xs m being larger 
and broader ovals Sixteen eggs aveiage 206x152 mm. and 
vaiy between 18 0 X 14- 7 and 22 6 x 15 8 mm 

Habits The Beautiful Nuthatch, well named from its lovely 
colouring, seems to be a rate bird everywhere X never saw it 
but in pairs or in family parties after the j oung liad hatched, and 
it is the most shy and elusive ot all the Nuthatches found m 
Assam its actions when on trees, rathei slow and deliberate for 
this genus, leminded one of *W oodpeck ei s and its note also 
differed from all other Nuthatches in its low, rather sweet tone. 
On the wing it was exceptionally swift, and its beauty when the 
sun caught it in flight could only be likened to that of the Buddy 
Kingfisher under similar circumstances 

(119) Sitta frontalis frontalis. 

Taos Yblvet-fbonted Nuthatch:. 

Sitta f> ontahs Horsf , Trans Linn Soc , xm, p 162 (1821) (Jaia) , 
Blonf & Oates, 1 , p. 807 

Vernacular names Dao-majo-buJcn-gajao (Cachari) 

Description Forehead and supercilium black , whole upper- 
plumage and exposed parts of wings and tail puiplish blue , inner 
webs ot all primaries,,, outer webs ot the first two and concealed 
portions of rectmces blackish brown , enr-coveits lilac , chin and 
throat whitish , lower plumage greyish, more or less suffused with 
dull lilac 

Colours of soft parts Xns yellow, brown in the young and 
sometimes in the adult female; eyelids plumbeous; bill coral-red, 
black in the quite young with a pinkish gapo and base, legs 
fleshy-brown or reddish brown, nevei red 

Measurements . Total length about 125 to 130 mm. , wing 
70 to 76 mm ; tail about 40 mm., taisus 17 to 18 mm , culmen. 
12 to 13 mm. 
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Female differs from the male m having no black super cilium 
and, like the rest of the genus, m being a trifle smaller 

Distribution. Ceylon, the whole of India west of Bombay, 
Gwalior and Kainaon , Assam, practically tbe whole of Burma m 
suitable localities, Siam, Malay Peninsula to Java 

Nullification This little Nuthatch breeds all over its habitat, 
chiefly between 1,000 and 4,000 feet elevation. In tbe southern 
portions of both Burma aud India it lays in. February and March, 
but in the northern districts it does not lay until April, continu- 
ing thiough May and even into June It selects som e natural 
hollow or one made and deserted by a Baibet or Woodpecker 
Though it \ ery seldom uses clay to reduce the size of the 
entrance, it does, on the other hand, often enlarge crevices suffici- 
ently to allow it to make its nest in some enviable hollow The 
nest it salt is made of moss, generally green and fresh, worked into 
a solid pad, and above this may be fur, fur and feathers oi , very 
rarely, leathers alone. This lining or superstructure is always 
soft and plentiful, almost hiding the eggs which number from 
three to siv These are typical Nuthatches* eggs, but ore rather 
more densely and unifoimly coveied with blotches thau is usual 
and they aie also longer oials in shape than are those of molt 
Nuthatches Fifty eggs aveioge 17 2 X 13 2 mm and the extremes 
are maxima 18 O x 13 4 and 17 9 X 13 8 mm , minima 16 0 X 
12 3 mm. 

Habits The Velvet-fronted Nuthatch is a bird of the plains 
and lower lulls where there are forests and woods, hut it is not 
found in quite open tracts and sparsely wooded areas It 
frequents both the higher and smaller trees in flocks of half-a- 
dozen to a dozen or more, and is the quickest and most active of 
all the Nuthatches in its ways Its note is a constant mouse- 
like cheep. 
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Family TIM AlalXD <35. 

The intrinsic muscles of tlie synni fixed to tlie ends of the 
bronchial semi-iiugs , the edges of both mandibles smooth or 
the upper one mth o notch , hinder aspect of tarsus smooth, 
bilarmnated 5 wing with ten primaries , tongue non-tubular : 
nostrils clear of the line of forehead, the lowei edge of the nostnl 
nearer to the commissure than the upper edge is to the culmen ; 
plumage of the nestling like that of the adult female but paler , 
nostuls never entirely concealed from view although frequently 
covered by hairs 01 bristles ; nctal bristles present $ rectnces 
twelve , inner and hind toes equal in length 

The Family CFimahidas contains a very large number of birds, 
nearly all tropical and subtropical, which Oates called ateropo- 
ditite and which Hnrmgton raised to the rant of a suborder 
which he called Tvmelvtdes There are, of course, no grounds 
for tins, as the USmatwdee are so dose to other families th at some 
ornithologists include with them such groups as the Thrashes 
mad others. From these, however, they seem to me to he 
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sufficiently differentiated by the plumage of the young As 
regards the name for the family, w e cannot use Crateropodxdee for 
Crateropxis, the name used by Oates lor a genus of BnbbleiB, is 
preoccupied, and we must thereiore discard this also for the 
family. Txmdlixdce from the genus TimaZia of Horsfield 1821 
may theiefore be taken as the family name 

Since the first volume of the * Avifauna of British India' was 
published, our knowledge ot the 2\mdli*ne buds has advanced 
considerably, and many alterations and eliminations, with a few 
additions, aie imperative 

Xn the Hist place, the subfamily jBrachypterygxnes must be 
removed to a place near the Thrushes, the spotted plumage in the 
young birds making it impossible to retain them m the present 
gioup The genus JSostei ops, again, appears to have no close 
connection with the Babblers and must form a family of its own, 
more properly placed neai the JDicandcp The Bulbuls differ from 
the true Babblers in then shorter tarsi and longer wings, and 
would seem also to form a fairly well-maiked family alieady 
frequently diffeientiated as tbe jPycnouoixd.ee Other geneia and 
species which must be removed are JUelanochloi a to the Titmouses, 
JPandoe, JLeptopcecdc and Cephalopyrus to the liegxtlxd.ee and 
jPsat aglossa to the Starlings 

There are, however, other birds of which the position is still 
very doubtful Thus the genera Txtrdxnulus and jRxmatoi are 
Wien-like m many lespects though they possess very small 
nctal bristles JEgxihxna and Jiethox hyrxchus have a summer 
and winter plumage, differing m this respect from all other 
Babblers ; Ohio? opsis is perhaps neai er the JPycnonotidcB than the 
Txmdlxxdee , whilst Chaleo pat xa, is undoubtedly a Sun-bird, though 
an aberrant one So also the long-winged, bhrush-like 7i ena can 
have no connection with this family and Oberbolser seems right 
in placing it in a family by itself 

When we come to dividing the Txmaltxdce into subfamilies m 
or dei to facilitate students* w ork, w e are met with many difficulties. 
The diffetences relied on by Oates and XXaimgton aie often purely 
individual, vai ying greatly in degree m different genera Xt cannot 
be either useful or scientific to depend on noisiuess and similar 
characteristics as guides to classification and, though the coloration 
of birds* egg; s may help greatly in giving us hints as to their 
position in the Avifauna, we cannot rely on this exclusively as a 
sufficient ground foi differentiation 

The only three subfamilies X now retain may be diagnosed as 
follows — 

jK.ey to Sxibfamtlxes 

A. Sexes alike 

a Legs and feet very powerful, wings short 

-and rounded, habits mainly terrestrial Ttmalnnes, p 136 

b Legs and feet less powerful , ■wings shoit and 

rounded , habits principally arboreal Sibttnee, p 294 

B. Sexes dissimilar . . . Lxoti ichxnce, p 326 
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Subfamily TIMALIIN-35 

Tins subfamily, ns now constituted, contains Oates's Crateropo - 
dtnee and the Shntahtnce, which X find quite impossible to differ- 
entiate by any satisfactory character one from the other 

The gient majority of the STtmahtntv aie \eiy gieganous and 
go about in flocks of considerable sae, a few consort m small 
flocks, whilst tew er still ate only found smgl\ 01 m pairs They 
feed ptincipally on the giound ot m bushes and long glass close 
to it, but some of them also haunt tiees m their quest for the 
insects which foim then main diet. Some of the genera comprise 
birds as noisy as any known, whilst otheis aie birds with 
sweet notes or aie silent The most pi ominent characteristics 
me the \ ery powerful legs and the weak, tounded wings The 
head is frequently fully ciested, and is geneialiy coveted with 
somewhat etectile leathers e\en where Iheie is no definite 
crest The bill is of almost eveiy concei\able shape In 
habits they are non-inigiatory, though some of the lull foims 
move up and dow'n the lulls under climatic stress and, whilst 
some species aie veiy bold and haunt freely the \iciuity of 
villages, others are among the most bliy. 

In the following kev an attempt has been made to disciinunate 
between the geneia in a way which will be easy for the field 
naturalist to work out, si/e and plainly visible features in con- 
struction being made use of 

Key to Genet a. 

A Tail more than 88 mm long 
a Sill not so long as head 

a' Nostuh almost hidden by bristles DnyoNASire, p 188. 

b' Nostrils i isible and only partly' concealed 

by bristles 6AKBSI.JIX, p 145 

c’ Nostuls not hidden by bristles but some- 
times w itk a few long hairs 
a" Sill noc toothed at the extremity 

Tail tipped with white or brown Iamhocincla,p 155 
b " Tail with no white or brown tip 
a 1 Sill long and slender 

<r s Wing longei than tail SxACxociciir.A,p 186 

b* Wing shorter than t.ul 

a c Shafts of feathers of forehead 

short and not glistening Tukdoidfs, p 190 

b* Shafts of feathers of forehead 
long and glistening 
a 7 Upper parts uniform, not 
streaked 

a n Featheis of breast nut 

spinous Ahqxa, p 190 

b h . Feathers of breast spin- 

ous AcANXiroi»xir A,p 203. 

IP Upper parts striated Sabax, p 187. 

b*. Sill short and thick . •• Gbammatoptica, 

IP 184 
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6 ". "Bill toothed at the extremity 

c'" Bristles at gape stiff , under parts 
whitish 

d.'” Bristles at gape hair-like , under 
paits parti-coloured . 

b Bill longer than head and much compressed 
d" Bill less than 60 mm long 
e' Bill more than 60 mm long 
B Tail less than 88 mm long, more than 46 mm 
c Wings short ard rounded and fitting m 
close to the body 

_f f Shafts of feathers of f oi ehead stiff 
c" Tail longer than wing 

e'" Shafts of feathers of crown not 
glisten in it 

/"' Shafts of feathers of cron n glistening 
c* Bill black and stout 
el* Bill pide-coloured and more slender 
rf" Wing longer than tall 

ff’" Nostrils rounded and exposed 
e* Crown dark brown oi blackish 
f* Ciown rufous or rufous-brown 
7t” Nostrils protected bj o\ erlianging 
membrane 

t/* Wing over 70 mm 
h- Wing under 66 mm 

c*. Culmen curbed throughout its 
length 

c* Space l ound the ej e feathered 
Space lound the eye naked 
d s Culmen straight andlbill w edge- 
shaped 

■g’ Shafts of feathers of foiehead not stiff- 
shafted 

e" Bill stout and stioight, deeper at the 
centre than at the nostrils 
t" Rictnl bristles well developed 

t 4 Nostrils long, protected by an over- 
hanging membrane 
7 * Nostrils oval and exposed 
/" RictaL bristles obsolete oi 
feebly dei eloped . 
y". Bill 8 tout, generally cuned thiough- 
out and deeper at the nostrils than 
in the middle 

A.'" Outei edges of primaries uniform 
A 4 Nostrils long and oi eihung by a 
membrane 

e J Small bristles overhanging the 
nostrils , outei tail-featheis 
less than 12 mm shorter than 
middle pair 

/ J No bustles ovei nostrils , outer 
tail-feathers more than IS mm 
shoiter than middle pair 


only 


[p 230 

Gampsohhynchus, 
[p 161 

Thochaloptlrum, 
Cp 205 

Boma.totlhiktjs, 

Xiphihampeus, 

[p 224 


PlCTORBlS, p 233 

Totalia, p 2 25 
Dumetia, p 228 


Bhopocicrla,p 281 
Mcsorxis, p 27 2 

_ Cp 261 

Thrdtg orhina, 


Stachyius, p 263 
Cyavodlrma, p 271 

Stachyridopsis, 

Tp 267 


Crrioma, p 248 

H^LACOCIYCLA, 

Cp 260 

PrtroRKFoi, p 237 


Axcxppk, p 275 


Srii<ENiPAROT,p 283 
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Outer edges of primaries conspi- 
cuously parti-coloured. 
l A Nostrils overhung by haiis 
m* Nostiils overbung by numerous 
small bairs > tail strongly 
graduated 

t 5 . Bill nan ow , bind toe and claw 
equal 

j* Sill broad , bind claw shortei 
chan bind toe 

d Wings longer, not so i ounded and not fa t ting- 
close" to the body 

/*' Wing more than tluee times length of 
tarsus 

s' Winnr less than three times length of tarsus 
g" Tail moie than tbiee tames length of 
tarsus 

A" Tail equal to twice length of tnisus 
C Tail under 45 mm 

e Sill as long as the bead , curved downwards 
/ Sill half as long as the bead , stiaighc 


PsaxmoMiNLA, p 286 


rnLYETTA, p 289 
Liofaru 8, p 293 


Honizxr.ijAs, p 257 
Cp 258 

HhrSTHROCXCHLA, 

JSthostoma, p 259 

Rim a oron, p 255 
Ttmmfircri.tJS, p 250 


Genus DKYONASTES Sharpe, 1883 
The genus J Dtyonastes, of which T> ruficoTlzs is the type, 
contains those Baughing-Th rushes which have the nostrils almost 
completely hidden by bustles, and m many respects show a 
similarity to the Ooi vidce, from which, however, m others they 
are as widely divided as they aie in then habits and nidification 
They are all noisy, gi eganous birds, feeding principally on the 
ground but also on bushes, and "they eat both insects, seeds and 
fruit 

Haring ton pioposed to divide the birds of this genus into two 
genera on account of the varying degree of density m the plumes 
and bristles at the base of the bill and by the differences m the 
shape of the bill itself. To be consistent, however, one would 
have to make yet furthei genera, foi if riiftcollxs differs m degree 
from ccetulatus, bo also galbanus differs to an equal extent from 
7 xtficollzs Under the circumstances it n ould seem wiser to keep 
them together, and this I do 


Key to Species and Subspecies 


A Chin and thioa-c black 
a Eai- -coverts black 
b Ear-coverts white 
a ' Sack chestnut 
b Back olive-brown 
B Chin and throat white 
c Tail with no pale tip 
d Tail with pale tip 
o' Ear-coverts white 
d' Ear-coverts brown 
C. CShm and throat chestnut-biown 
X). Chin black, thioat yellow 


JD ntfic6Ui8 , p 139 

JD nuchaltSf p 140 
JD. chvnensiSf p 14 J. 

JD ceet ulatus ceerulatus, p 141- 

7) c sttbcest ulatus, v 142 
JD e haul ensis, p 143 
JD sannto , p 144 
JD galban.ua, p 145 
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<320) Dryonastes ruficollis. 

The Bpfopb-kecked Laugbutg-Tiiiiush 

lanthocxncla , itficollis Jnrd & Selbi, 111 Orn , 2nd senes, pi 21 

71 f yonaste*, i ttficolhs Blanf & Ontes, i| p 

Vernac ular names Poidtiyct^ Hath Gw i t-gw t t(Beng ) , Itapchen 
jyJto <L.epcha) , Doopooleeka (Assam) ; £>ao-popahLa (Caclmn) 

Description Crown and nape slati-grey , remainder of head, 
throat and centie ofc upper breast black, sides of neck to eai- 
coverts bright chestnut , upper plumage and wings olne-biown 
the outer webs ot the primaries ashy , tail black, the base suffused 
with oli\ e-green, breast, uppei abdomen, sides of the body and 
thigbs olive-brow n , centre ot low er abdomen and under tail-coi erts 
bugbt chestnut 

Colours of soft parts Iris bright led , legs, feet and bill black- 

Measurements Total length about 250 mm , wing 100 to 
105 mm , tail about 115 mm , tarsus about 35 mm , culmen 
about 20 mm 

Distribution Eastern Nepal, thiough Assam, No^th and South 
of the Brahmaputra, Manipur, Lushai, Tippera and Chittagong 
TTill tiacts, and Bharao and the Upper Chindwm 

Nidiflcation The Hufous - necked Laughing - Thrush breeds 
principally m April and Mav, but nests mai be found containing 
eggs almost any time from March to August, and I ha\e had them 
brought to me once m September. The nests are deep, rather 
untidy structures of grass, leaves, roots and tendnls lined with 
roots, fern-rachides or coarse fibre They are cup-shaped and are 
generally placed m high hushes or small trees m sciub-j angle or 
the secondary growth m deserted cultivation The eggs number 
three or four and are an intensely glossy pale skim -milk blue, pale- 
blue or practically white, the latter being rare 200 eggs average 
25 7 X 20 0 mm They breed generally below 2,000 feet 

Habits This Laughmg-Torush is a very greganous, very noisy 
bird, haunting the outskirts of villages, scrub- and bamboo- 
jungle, reeds or long glass It is very partial to the dense- 
matted growth which at once spungs up m deserted culti- 
vation but it is not a forest bird, and when seen in the forest 
it will be only on the fringe of it The parties, which may number 
anything from half-a-dozen to twenty or more, feed both on the 
ground and in amongst the lower cover, clambering freely about 
in a very energetic manner and keeping up a continual noisy 
chatter, which every now and then bursts into a perfect babel of 
shrieks, laughs and expostulations They are not shy birds and 
do not resent observation, though from their habits they ma"** < 3 - 

times be difficult to see but in the Mcmity of ullages the o 
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very tame and confiding They Keep generally below 2,000 feet 
and are most common in the low foot-hills and adioimne plains 
but they aie also found up to 4,000 feet * fa 


(121) Dryonastes nuchalis. 

Ogik's Laugh ui'g-Thrubh. 

Ga ;™l a% "vchalts Godw-Auet , A. M N H,(4) wiu,p 411 (1870) 
(Di brugai h, Assam) ; 

Zhyonastes nucha Its Blanf & Oates, i, p 74 

Vernacular names Pak-chx-lolca (Ti ans-Dikku ISTagas) 

Description. Forehead, upper portion of cheeks and round the 
■eve black , crown and nape slate-grey , a few pointed white 
feathers m front of the crown , hind neck and upper back 
chestnut , remaining upper plumage olive-biown, the outer webs 
of the quills tinged with palei grey and tips of tail-feathers broadly 
black , Ioweivparts of cheeks, ear-coverts and sides of neck white , 
chm and thrdat black , breast light ashy , remainder of lower 
plumage ohve-biown 

Colours of soft parts. Ins blood-red to buck-ied, bill black, 
legs and feet pale fleshy or fleshy-grey, toes the same or a shade 
darker 

Measurements Total length about 135 mm , wing 106 to 
112 mm , tail about HO mm , culmen about 25 mm 

Distribution Hills South of the Brahmaputra from Tfnogang 
to the exti erne east of Lakhimpur fioin the toot— hills up to some 
3,000 feet This Xauglurig-Thrush probably does not occur m 
Mam put , certainly not in the Cochar Hills adjoi n ing. 

Hidifl.cata.on Ogle’s Xiaugluiig-Thiush has so tor only been 
found bleeding by Hr Coltart and later by myself round about 
Marghenfa iu the extreme east of the Assam Valley. It is a com- 
mon bird in the higher foot-hills fi om about 500 feet up to about 
3,000 ieet during the breeding season, which is from April to 
June The nest is like that of the JELufous-neoked Uaughing- 
Thrush hut bigger and more massive It is generally placed in 
scrub-jungle in ravines or bioken country The eggs number two 
■oi three and me a rather dmker blue than the eggs of the Jnst 
bird and not so glossy as a rule, though one set of pure white 
eggs taken by Hi Cpltaifc aie very highly glossed. Forty eggs 
average about 28 5x20 7 mm 

Habits At present theie is nothing recorded about this bird, 
but from what we saw of it at- Maigheiita it differs little from 
the rest of the genus Perhaps not guite so noisy as * ujicdllts , il 
indulges m much the same games of follow- my-leader thiough 
scrub- and bamboo-jungle, each bird every now and then clambering 
ap to the top of a hush and shouting loudly to the otheis, who 
in turn emulate both his climbing feats and his cackling laugh. 
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a chorus from the rest urging each to do his best* They are not 
very shy, but from their habit of feeding on the ground in thick 
scrub are more often heaid than seen They appear never to be 
found in the plains and probably ne\ er ovei about 3,000 feet. 

<122) Dryonastes chinensis leucogenys. 

Thb Black-theoatbd Ladqhing-Thuush. 

Crater opus leucogenys Blyth, J A S B, xi, p 180 (1843) (Upper 
Bengal, tn error e) 

Di yonastes chtnensts Blanf & Oates, x, p 74. 

Vernacular names None recorded 

Description Giown and nape slaty-blue, the anterior portion of 
the crown streaked with white ; cheeks and ear-co\ erts white , 
remainder of head to upper breast black ; upper plumage and 
exposed parts of the wings rich olive-brown, outer webs of firBt 
primaries silvery-gi ey ; tail olive-brown, the terminal quarter 
black ; breast, sides of neck and upper nbdomen ashy-grey ; 
remainder of lower surface olive-brown. 

Colours of soft parts Ins red ; bill black ; mouth and eyelids 
plumbeous , legs fieshy-biown , daws horn-colour. 

Measurements Total length about 280 to 290 min. ; wing HO 
to 113 mm , tail about 115 to 120 mm , culmen about 22 mm 

Distribution The Southern Shan States, Tounghoo to the 
southern half of Pegu, Yunnan, ? South-West China. 

CTidification unknown. Hanngton’s eggs are very doubtful 

Habits Hanngton says that this is a very common bird at 
Tounghoo It ha<< a senes of fine notes which can hardly he 
called a song as well as many oE the harsher notes of the genus 
In general its lmbits are much those of the rest ot the family. 
It 18 a favourite cage-bird m China 

The bird from S W- China is probabty Bobinson and KIosb’s 
new subspecies germazm 

I designate the type locality oi leucogenys as Meefcnn, Pegu 

<123) Dryonastes csemlatns cserulatus. 

The Geet- stx> je d Ladghutg-Theush. 

Cinctozoma cteruiatus Hodgs , As Rea , xis, p 147 (1886) (Nepal) 
Dryonastes ctet ulatus. Blanf & Oates, i, p. 75 

Vernacular names . Ta.rma.-pho (Lepcha) ; Piang-ham (Shut ). 

Description. Sorehead, the upper part of the cheeks and round 
the eye black ; ear-coverts black above, whitish tipped with rufous 
below, upper plumage and sides of neck rufous-brown, brighter 
on the greater coverts, the outer webs of the quills and on the 
head, the feathers of which haie narrow edges of black, rump 
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tinged with ashy , tail chestnut-brown , lower parts of cheeks 
rufous-brow n ; extreme point of chm black , remainder of chin, 
throat, the middle of the breast and abdomen and under tail-coverts 
white , sides of breast and abdomen ashy 

Colours of soft parts Ins red or led -brown , bill homy-black, 
paler and greyei at the base; legs pale fleshy '* Oibital s kin 
livid " (J~e r doin') 

Measurements Dength about 280 mm , wing 103 to 108 mm , 
tail about 120 mm ; taisus about 35 mm , cul men about 20 mm. 

Distribution Nepal, Sikkim, lulls North -of the 33 1 ah mu p utra, 
and lull-ranges of North Manipur, Naga Hills to Dibrugaih 



Fig 27 — Head oT D c cartUatus 


Nidification Breeds in Sikkim m May and June and occasion- 
ally as early as Apnj at betw een 0,000 and 8,000 feet, making a 1 
bulky, cup-slmped nest of twigs, bamboo leaves, grass, roots and 
stems of plants, lined w ith finer roots and fein-rachides and placed 
in small trees oi high bushes at any height between 5 and 15 feet 
The eggs, two or three in number, are pale blue-green, very hke 
those of Gat t uZai montltr/er, but the texture is smoother and closer 
though not nearlv so hard or glossy as those of the * tificollts group 
UTifteen eggs average 30 5 x 22 1 mm. 

Habits Similar to those of the rest of the genus This bird, 
however, is one of high altitudes, being found puncipally between 
3,000 and 5,000 feet, and ascending up to 6,000 feet m summer 
and descending to about 2,000 in wmtei 

(124) Dryonastes cssrulatus subcsanilatns. 

Tub Shilloitg Livghing-Tubijsh. 

Gat rutoi subceet ulatus Hume, S F, vn, p 140 (1878) (Shillong) 
jDt i/otiastes subceet ulatus Blanf & Oates, i, p 76 

Vernacular names None recorded 

Description Similar to the last, hut has the ear-coverts snd 
•cheeks above and below them white, just tipped here and there 
with black, the three outermost pans of tail-feathers are broadly 
tipped with white and the upper parts are rather paler 
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Colours of soft parts and Measurements as m D c ceet ulatus 

Distribution. Khasia Hills only 

Hidification The Shillong Laughing-Thiush breeds m May and 
June in the pme-foi ests between 4,000 and 6,000 feet The nest 
is like that of the last bud, but seldom has bamboo leaves in the 
materials of which it is composed and, on the other hand, often 
has pine needles It is generally placed in a high, thin bush in 
one of the numerous bush- and ferti-covered nullahs or ravines 
running thiough the pine-iorests but it may also be found m 
tangles of mspbei ry or blackbeiry lines within a couple of feet 
of the ground The eggs number two oi three, \ery rarely four, 
and are like those of cccnilatus, pet haps a little more highly 
polished, yet never like the eggs of the Rufous-necked Baughrag- 
Thrutjh Foity eggs average 29 3 x 20 8 mm , but vary i ery gieutly 
m size 

Habits This is not so noisy a bird as most others ot the genus 
Dri/onastes , but it has the same habit ot uandeinig about in flocks 
of half-a-dozen to a dozen m undergiowtli and scrub-jungle, all 
the while keeping up constant conveisation which now and then 
bleaks out into violent abuse or argument Many of its notes are 
very full, soft and pleasant, but others are equally haish and 
discordant It feeds much on the ground or in low hushes, but 
I hate seen it working at some height on the rhododendi on trees 
near the Shillong Peak It ne\ er seems to descend below 3,000 
feet and is found up to 6,200 feet on the highest peaks 

(125) Dryonastes cseralatns kaurensis. 

* 

Tun Kachin Huts Laushui'g-Thbitsh. 

Di vonastes kaui en&is Rippon, Bull B O C , xn, p 13 (1901) 
(Bhamo) 

Vernacular names TVo-Tcrang-ki ang-frong (Kuchin) 

Description Differs from D. c suibccsrulatus in having r life scent- 
brown ear-coverts 

Colours of soft parts “ Orbital skm and naked patch round the 
■eye slaty-blue ” {Hai-ingtaii) 

Measurements Total length about 287 mm ; calmen 26*6 mm.; 
wing 104 6 mm , tail 115 3 mm , tarsus 40 6 mm. {RrpporC) 

Distribution. 3STorth and Central Kachin Hills 

Ridification Harmgton and Grant found it breeding m the 
Bhamo district in A.pnl, May and June. The nest, which is 
generally composed ot bamboo leaves and lined with roots, was 
placed either in clumps of hill- bamboo or m high bushes. The 
eggs, two m number, are hLe those of ccerulatus hut perhaps 
rather darker. Ten eggs average 30*5 X 21 5 mm 
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Habits. This [Laughing-Thrush is found between 5,000 and 
7,000 feet m the Bhamo Sills , it is said to have a ** veiy fine, 
almost human whistle which can easily be imitated and by which 
it can be called up Jt generally keeps to very dense forest ” 


(126) Dryonastes sannio. 

Tub 'White -browed Laughih g-Thbush 

GttrruJai v sannio Swmh , Ibis, 1867, p 403 (Chinn) 

JDryanastcs sannio Slant & Oates, i, p 76 

Vernacular names Shong-s7iay , Wo-frow (Eaclun) 

Description Bores, cheeks, lowei pait of the ear-coveits and a 
supercilium to the nape yellowish white ; remainder of head, neck, 
chin and throat chestnut-brown , upper plumage and exposed ports 
of wings olive-brown ; tail rufous-brown , centre of bieast and 
abdomen pale ochraceous , sides oi saute rufous olive-brown , 
under tail-coverts bright ochraceous 

Colours o £ soft parts Begs and feet pale brown with a faint 
purplish-fleshy tinge , claws darker ; bill blackish , orbital skin 
pale fleshy-grey, ins dull bi owmsh maroon, liter-brown, or light 
brown (£um«) 

Measurements Length about 250 to 260 mm , wing 95 to 99 
mm. , tail about 100 to 105 mm ; taisus about 35 mm , eulmen 
about 18 to 19 nun 

Distribution. The extreme east of Gachar Hills, Manipur, Chin 
and Kuchin Hills, Shan Slates into S W China, Eohkien (La 
Touche) 

Hidification The breeding season commences in [February, but 
most eggs are laid in April and May and iiom then onwards to 
the middle of June The nest is like tbnt of ittficoUts but with 
more grass in its construction, and is generally placed low down 
in brambles, bushes or thick glass, but m the Shan States it 
appears to select small trees and saplings for nesting purposes. 
The eggs vary fiom two to four m number and in colour from 
pure white to pale blue They have the extiemely bard, glossy 
textuie of the eggs of the [Rufous-necked Boughing-Thrush, 
from winch they cannot be distinguished. Eighty eggs average 
26 0 x 19 6 mm 

Habits A very inre bird m Cacbar and Manipur, this Baughing- 
Thi ush becomes extremely common zn the KLaclun and Cbm Hills 
between 3,000 and 5,500 feet. In its habits it is tlie same noisy, 
gregarious bn d as » rvjicolhs , and, though a skulker m low jungle, 
is not sliy or intolerant of observation. According to Hanngton 
they collect together in the evenings and are then often very 
noisy, but their notes are more complaining and less hilarious than 
those of the White-crested [Laughing-Thrushes 
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(127) Dryonastes galbaims. 

AuSXBN'b L&VGHIKCh-THBVBH 

Garrulaa. galbanus Qodw - Aust , P Z S , 1874, p 44 (Manipur) 
JDryonastes galbanus Blanf. & Oates, l, p 68 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. A narrow ashy-white supercilium , crown and nape 
ashy-brown , rest o£ bead and chin black , upper plumage, wing* 
coverts and outer webs o£ secondaries ochraceous brown , the 
outei webs of primaries ashy-obve ; inner webs of all quills 
brown , tail greemsh-ashy, the four middle feathers broadly tipped 
with black and sub-tipped whitish, the others broadly tipped with 
w bite preceded by blackish ; lower plumage yellow washed with 
olive on the sides , under tail-coverts white. 

Colours of soft parts Bill black, legs ash-grey, ins red* 
brdwn (<?oeZur.-Aus(en) 

Measurements .Length about 240 to 250 mm. ; wing 92 to 96 
mm , tail about 105 to 110 mm. ; tarsus about 35 mm , culmen 
about 20 to 22 mm 

Distribution Manipur and Ghm Bills 

KidifLcation In all respects like that of the last bird Thirty 
eggs average 24 3 x 18*5 mm and cannot be distinguished from 
those of that Laughing-Thrush, except that they are a trifle smaller 
and perhaps rather less glossy. 

Habits Similar to those of Truficollxs, but found principally 
between 2,500 and 5,000 feet. It is said also to be more of a 
forest bird in the Chin Bills and less restricted to scrub and 
bush -jungle, though Hume found it frequenting grass-lands in 
very large docks, 50 to 80 in number, m Manipur 


Genus GABRUfi A X Lesson, 1831. 

The genus Garrutaao differs from Diyonastss in having fewer 
bustles and hairs covering the nostrils, which are clearly visible. 
The feathers of the head are m most species long and ample, and 
m some are developed into long crests. 

At first sight the White-beaded Laughing-Thrushes appear to 
be divided fxom the rest of the geuus by their fine crests and by the 
fact that they lay eggs of a totally different character to those of the 
other genera Bow, however, that Mr J Stewart has taken many 
nests oE G-. delessei ti in Travancore, it is found that this bird, 
though in other respects like the species which lay blue eggs, lays 
round white eggs, exact miniatures of those o£ & leitcolophus 
All the species within Indian limits lay unspotted eggs, either 
blue or white 
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Key to Species and Subspecies 


A Crown and crest white 

a Upper brenst white, distinctly defined 
from lufous ot lower bienst and 
abdomen 

6. Breast white, merging into lufous of 
abdomen . . . 

c Bi east and entire abdomen white 
B Crest not present, crown not white 
d A well-marked black pectoral band 
a! ' A. black cheek-stripe 
a" Tips to tail white 
6'* Tips to tail buff 
V No black cheek-stripe 
c" Tips to tail white 
cf' Tips to tail buff . , 

e No pectoral band 

c* Chin and throat ■% ello w 
tV Ohm and thioat white 
e" Tail entirely black 
/' Tail tipped with white 
Barkei 
6"' Baler 

a* * Jhm and throat chocolate-hrown 


Gr l leucolophna, p 148 

G l belange.il, p 148 
G l dtat dt, p 148 


G p pectoi aha , p 160 
G p iemitm quota , p 161 

G m montltger, p 161. 
G m fuscata , p 162 

G giilat is, p 162 

G delesaeitt, p 110 

G a (tlb og til arts, p 163 
G a tohtstlei t, p 164 
G sti epitans, p 164 


(128) Garrolax leucoloplras leucoloplras 

The TTtmat.A YAW WhEEB-CBESTBD IiAUGHINe>THBIIBH. 

Corrnzs leitcolophti* Hardvr , Trans Lino Soo , n, p 208 (1816) 
(hit above Hnrdwnr). 

Gamitasc leucolophna Blanf & Oates, i, p 77 

Vernacular names RaUjil~Ka7iy (Hindi m N. WP), Karrto-pho 
(Liepcha) ; Karrias-goTca, (Bhutan) , Naga-dhaopooleka (Assam), 
Jiato-jlant t* (Cacharz) 

Descnption. Xioros, ear-coverts and round the eye black, the 
rest of the head to nape and to lower breast pure white, the 
longest feathers of the crest dark ashy -grey , a ferruginous collar 
below upper breast merging luto the olive-brown of the rest of 
upper and lowei plumage ; wings brown, the outer webs of the 
feathers like the back , tail brown washed with olive-brown , 
flanks, lowei breast and abdomen like the back, but with a tinge of 
rufous throughout 

Colours of soft parts Ins red or red-brown ; bill horny-black 
to black ; legs and feet slate to fleshy-grey, the soles paler and 
daws darker ; orbital skin dull slate 

Measurements ^Length about SOO mm , wing 132 to 137 mm. , 
tail about 130 to 135 mm , taisus about 45 mm. , culmen about 
28 to 30 mm. 

Distribution. Himalayas from Simla to North Chin Hills, 
Kachin Hills and Noith and Cential Burma 



QABBVLAZ 


147 


Hidific atxon As with so many of the common, birds, the 
breeding season of this Laughing-Thrush is very extended, eggs 
being laid from the end of March to the beginning of August, the 
latter being second broods They breed from practically the level 
of the plains up to 5,000 feet, but between 1,000 and 2,500 feet is 
the favounte altitude The nests are broad, but shallow, cups, 
rather loosely put together and are generally composed for the 
main part of grass and bamboo leaves, bound together with stems 
of plants, tendrils, roots and iein-inchides and mixed more or less 
with dead leaves, dned moss, etc The lining is of coarse roots, 
fern-rawhides and tendrils They may be placed in almost any 
position, from low down in sciub and brambles to 20 feet up m 
small saplings, but a common site 13 some thorny, and not too 
dense, bnsh m light nndergiowth. 



Fig 28 — Head of G l Zeucolophus 


The eggs number fiom three to five, two or six only very rarelv. 
They are a pnre china- white m colour, hard and glossy with 
numerous pits, a feature shown m no other egg of this family Xn 
shape they are >ery sphencal, and but for their stoutness and the 
pits might easily be mistaken for Kingfishers* eggs 200 eggs 
aierage 28 X x 22 8 mm , and tlie extremes m length and breadth 
are 30 O X 23 4 mm , 28 7 X 24 1 mm and 25 0 x 210 mm 

Habits The White-crested Laughing-Thrush is extremely 
abundant m the lower hills m the North and South of the Brahma- 
putra Xt is one of the noisiest of birds, always calling to one 
another m notes of varying degrees of harshness, the big flocks m 
which it congregates every few minutes indulging in an outburst 
of cackling and laughing calls in which, each member tries to out- 
shout the rest These outbursts are often accompanied by 
dancing and flapping of wings as the birds clamber about the 
u ndergro wth or woi k aloug the ground underneath. Th«»y are 
not shy birds, and if one keeps quiet they show far moie interest 
m each other and m their food than they do in the intruder 
Moreover, they are most inquisitive birds and must investigate 
carefully everything they cannot understand They may be found 
m flocks even in the breeding season, and a bird seated on her 
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nest has been heaid joining m the chorus of a number engaged m 
the cackling and clambering round about her 

(129) Garrnlaz leucolophus belangeri 

This Bimiunsn WniTf-ontSTSD Lavguino-Tubusu 

Gat tula - 1 brlant/ct i Dess , Timid d’Oi-n , p 648 (1831), Blonf & 
O rites, i, p 79 

Vernacular names Wa-yowx-hnet, fVay-cneng-hnet-goung bgn 
(Burmese) 

Description Diffeis fiom the preceding m having the white of 
the bieast running into the abdomen instead of being sharply 
defined by tlic niious colour The colour of the upper parts is a 
light feirugmotis- r.itliei than an olive-brown. 

Colours of soft parts as m leucoloj>7tus. 

Measurements A lathei smaller bird than the last, with a wing 
of about 125 to 130 nun 

Distribution Yunnan, Noith and South Shan States, Ann am, 
Lou ei Chiu und ivachm Hills, Pegu and Tenasserim 

XTidification Similar to that ot the last bird, twelve eggs 
averaging 28 3 x 22 7 mm. 

Habits differ iu no way from those of the last or the next bird, 

(130) Garrulax leucolophus diardi. 

Thk Siamese White-coesfbd Laugehts-Tebcbe. 

Tm dim diai dt Dess , Traitd d’Orn , p 408 (1831) (Siam) 

Gat t ulaae that di JBlanf & Oates, i, p. 70 

Vernacular names None i ecorded. 

Description Differs from the other two taces by the grey of 
the crest meiging into the mfous back instead of contrasting 
theiewith. The \\ hole ot the abdomen is white. 

Colours of soft parts as m the other races. 

Measin ements TJie largest of tlie three laces with a wing 
between 135 and 140 imn 

Disti ibution E\tieme South Y mumn, Siam, Cambodia, Annain, 
Cocliiu China, imply extending into South-East Tenassenin, and 
then in a bomeuh.it mtei mediate foim nppioncbmg belnnr/ei » 
The specimens in the .British JMusemn fi om the Shan States and 
Annain labelled should nil be leterred to tlie last race, 

belatu/ert 

N idificatio n Similar to that of the other races Twelve eggs 
average 27 4 x 22 4 mm , but a laiger series would probably 
aieinge biggei 

Habits Dike those of the other races but this foim appeals to 
bo found well into the plains 
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(131) Gamxlax delesserti. 

Tub Wtitaad IiATraiirea-Tiiittrsxr. 

Ctateinpus delessati Jeid , Mndr Jbui 1» S , x, p Job (18.39) 
(Wyna&d, 8 India) 

Gat t ulai delesset it 131 nnf. & Oates, i, p 82 

Vernacular names. Poong Kamvz (Tel ) 

Description I*oies, ear-coverts and lound the e\e black, 1 ore- 
lie ad, crown, mantle and sides of neck deep slaty-giev, the forehead 
mottled with lighter grey, back, tump and visible portions oh 
wing chestnut-biown, except the outer webs ot the first few 
primal les « Inch aie dullei , upper tail-coverts blighter chestnut, 
tail black, tinged with rutons at the base oxtieme point of chm 
black , lemauider of chin, cheeks and thioat white , breast and 
upper port of abdomen ashy-gi ey , lower part of abdomen, \ent, 
thighs and under tail-co\ erts deep chestnut 

Colours of soft parts Ins crimson , upper mandible blackish 
brown, lower mandible pale fleshy , legs, feet and claws flesliy- 
white 

Measurements Total length about 250 to 260 mm , wing 
X00 to 105 mm , tail 98 to 102 mm , taisus about 38 mm , culraen 
about 24 mm. 

Distribution The hills of S India fiom the Wynaad to the south 
of Travancore. 

Midificatum Mr J. Stew ait describes tbe nest as \aiymg 
greatly in cbniacter In some it is a rather bullcy, deep cup, 
almost semi- domed, in others it is a cup hardly bigger than that 
of AToljpastes It is composed of grass, leaves, weed stems, etc. 
lined with roots and placed either in a bush oi in a tangle of 
creepeis and bruus The breeding season is Maicli to Maj , but 
Mi Stewavt has taken eggs in ITebruaiy and again m August, 
the latter possibly a Becond lading 

The eggs are generally two oi three in number, very i arelj 
four They aie mappeaiance a link between those of the 6r. Zrtico- 
lojphtis group and those of the othei .Laughing-Tin uslies Pan* 
white and very lound in shape like the eggs of the former thev 
are a little less hard-shelled und have no pits , on Ihe otliei hand, 
they are haider shelled and different m texture to the eggs ot the 
latter 50 eggs aveiage 27 5 x 20 5 mm 

The birds appear to bleed at all height-, up to 4,000 feet, but 
principally between 1,500 and 2,500 feet 

Habits Apparently found from the 1e\el of the plains up to 
the highest hills, haunting thick undeiwood and having the same 
noisy and greganous habits as others of the genus 
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(132) Grarmlax pectoralis pectoralis. 

Tan Iitdiak Blaok-qobqst£!I> La ughihq-Thaubh 

Xcmihoctncla jiectoi alts Gould, P Z S, 1835, 186 (Nepal) 

Gat t utctT pectoi alts Blanf & Oates, l, p 80 

V emacnlat names OZ-pho (Lepcha) , Sura Peng a. (Bengali) 

Description. Forehead to tail and wing-covei fs fu.li ous olive- 
brown, a bioad collar on the hind neck brighter fulxous, tail like 
the back, the ontei feathei s bi ondly tipped with white and with 
subterminal bands of block . the middle tail-feathers uni-colouied 
and the next two pans with black bands only , priumry-coi erts 
black edged with hoary , exposed paits ofc quills olive-biown, the 
eailiei primaries edged with hoaiy , loies and a narrow supeicihum 
white, ear-coverts black and white or almost entirely white oi 
entuely black , a cheek-stripe from the gape, continued round the 
ear-coverts to the upper pait of the eye, and a broad pectoi al band, 
black , chin and throat whitish , the remainder of the under paits 
fulvous, albescent on the abdomen 

Colours of soft parts Upper mandible daik hoin-colour, 
the lower bluish-horn at the base and tip, dark bi own m the 
middle , mouth bluish , ins yellow, orange-yellow or oinnge- 
brown , eyelids and oibital skin dusky blue, edges of the eyelids 
orange-yellow , legs light to dark slaty-grey, claws paler horn 

Measurements Total length about 330 to 340 mm , wing 142 to 
X50 min , tail about 130 mm , tarsus about 49 mm , cuhnen 
about 30 mm 

Distribution Nepal to E Assam, North and South of the Brah- 
maputra, N Burma and N Shan States 

Nullification. Breeds from the end of Maich to eatly June, 
many birds having second bloods in July and August The nests 
are large, luosely-built cups of leaves bamboo leaves, grass, roots 
and stem b of weeas, sometimes with moss added, and lined with 
finer roots, tendrils and fein stems They may be placed in nny 
thick bush, sapling or dump of bamboos, sometimes quite close to 
the ground, at other times 20 feet fiom it The eggs ,are generally 
four in number, sometimes three and rarely five In colour they 
are a rather deep blue-green, but quite pale ones are not un- 
common , rathei long in shape, the texture is smooth and there 
is very little gloss 200 eggs ovexage 31 4 X 22 7 nun The 
extremes of size aie 33 8x22*7, 292x241, 287x216 and 
30 2 x 20 9 mm 

Habits. This .Laughing-Thrush is a bird of low elevations, it is 
common in the plains near the hills and breeds principally below 
2,500 though it may be found np to 4,500 feet. It is very gre- 
garious, and may often be seen associating with other Laughing- 
Thrushes, especially with the Necklaced Laughing-Thrush xhey 
are not shy, but from their habit of keeping much to dense 
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undergrowth they are less often. Been than heard, for they are 
as noisy as the rest of their family. They indulge in the same 
dances during the early part of the season and not infrequently at 
other times also, hopping ahout the ground, flirting and spreading 
their wings, bowing and performing like circus contortionists, all 
the time loudly applauding their own performances. 

(133) Garrolax pectoralis semitorqnata. 

The Burmese Black-gohbeted Li.u&Hi5G-THBirBE. 

Ganmlat semitorquata Ogilvie-Grant, Bull. B O 0,x, p 49 (1900) 
(Fzve-fingei Mt , Hainan) 

Vernacular names None recorded. 

Description. Differs from the last bud in having the tips to the 
tail-feathers buff instead of white and the pectoral band fre- 
quently interrupted in the centre 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the last bird. 

Distribution S. Burma, S Shan States, Yunnan, Siam and 
Hainan 

Nidific ation and Saints as in pectoralts pectoralis. 50 eggs 
average 30 7 x 22 0 mm. 

(134) Garrolax momliger monilig-er. 

The IzrnzAH N£gbxa.obd Lasshutg-Thbubh. 

Cinclo&oma monihgera Modes , As Bes , nx, p 147 (1836) (Nepal) 

Garntlcu t montltgei Blani & Oates, l, p. 81. 

Vernacular names Ol-pho (Lepcha), JPiang-lcam (Shut ) , JPorer* 
or J*umrhi (Daphla) j Ghota penga (Bengali) 

Description. Differs from pectoralis in wanting the black cheek- 
stripe and m having the primary -coverts the same as the others, 
not black The ear-coverts are black and white, varying mnch 
individually 

Colours of soft parts. Ins pale yellow to bright yellow ; eyelids 
dull purple , bill dark horn-colour, the tip and edges paler , legs 
light plumbeous, claws pale horn-colour In young birds the eyes 
are greenish yellow or a pale washed-out blue. 

Measurements Length about 300 to 310 mm , wing 123 to 
128 mm ; tail ahout 120 to 125 mm. , tarsus about 43 mm. ; culmen 
about 28 mm. 

Distribution. Practically the same as that of <?. pectoralis 
pectoralis. 

Nidxfication. This Laughing-Thrush has breeding habits, season , 
elevation, etc , all identical with its larger cousin, pectoralis ; the 
nests are indistinguishable, hut the eggs can he told by their smaller 
size 200 eggs average about 28 4x21 3 mm., but the largest of 
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these exceed in. size the smallest of those of the B lack-gor geted 
Laughing-Thrnsh. 

The extremes are maxima, 30 3 X 21 *0 and 27 9 x 23 5 mm. , 
minima 27*0 x 21 6 and 27 2 x 19 8 mm. 

Eahits exactly the same as those of jpeetorahs , with which it 

frequently consorts 
1 

(135) Garrnlax moniliger fhscata. 

Tan BmtMESK Neoexaosd LAUSHiKG-TH&Trsa. 

Gan ulax momltger fu&cata Stuart Baker, Bull BOO, xxxvu, 
p 64 (1918) (Tavoy) 

Vernacular names None recorded 

Description Differs from G m. momltger m having the tips to 
the tail-feathers buff instead of white and in, genet ally, having 
more uhite and less black on the ear-coverts 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as m the last, hut 
South Burmese birds are rather smaller 

DistrxbutdLou South Central Burma and Siam to the south of 
Tenasaertm 

NidifLcation and Habits differ m no way from those of the last 
bird 60 eggs average 27 8 X 21 3 mm. 

(136) Garrulax gnlaris. 

McCi-ex.land’s Lavshixs-Thbvsh 

lanthocmcla gulana McOlell ,F Z S, 1839, p lSO(Oachar) 

Gm rultza. gulana Blanf & Oates, i, p 81 

Vernacular names JDao-na jpftang (Gachan) 

Description. Xiores, ear-coverts and under the eyes black ; fore- 
head, crown, nape, mantle and sides of the neck slaty-grey , back, 
rump and visible portions of the wing deep chestnut-brown, except 
the outer webs of the first primaries which are duller , upper fcail- 
coverts deeper chestnut ; the four central tail-feathers rufous- 
brown on the basal two-thirds of their length, then black , the 
others all pale chestnut, the fourth pair from the outside partially 
black on the inner web ; extreme point of chin black , remainder 
of chin, cheeks, throat, fore neck, centre of breast and abdomen 
yellow , aides of breast and upper abdomen dark ashy-grey , lower 
part of flanks, thighs, vent and under tail-coverts deep chestnut 
Colours of soft parts Bill black ; indes crimson or bright red 
Measurements Xiength about 250 mm; wing about 95 to 100 mm , 
tail about the same , tarsus about 38 mm. , culmen about 28 mm 
Distribution The hills South of the Brahmaputra, from Caehar 
to Lak himpur and the JJafia Hills. 

Bidxfication McClelland’s Xtaughing-Thrush is resident and 
breeds throughout its range, the great majority of eggs being laid 
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in May but others also in. late Apnl and throughout June. The 
nest is a typical Laughing-Thrush's nest, a large, shallow and rathei 
untidy cup, hut more tendrils are used in its construction than X 
have noticed in the nests of others of the genus It is generally 
built m dense forest, and may be placed m bushes or in saplings 
between 3 and 20 feet from the ground The eggs are two or three 
in number, rather long ovals, more smooth and glossy than the 
eggs of most of its genus, but less so than those of Dryonastes 
rxvficoTlxs etc They vary in coloui from pure white to pale blue- 
green, and 100 eggs average 29 2 x 20 5 mm The extremes in 
measurement are 31*0x19 8, 29 0x21*7, 25 5x19*6 and 27 8 
19 2 mm 

Habits This is a Laughing-Thrush of rather high elevations, 
seldom under 3,500 and hardly ever below 2,000 feet, even in winter, 
though a stragglei was obtained at Lakhimpur m Cachar, practically 
in the plains. It is a less noisy, less gregarious bird than many 
of its nearest relations and keeps much to dense forest rather than 
to scrub Xt has a loud, rather Bweet whistle iu addition to the 
usual cackling notes of its kind 


(137) Garrulax albogularis albogularis 

Tms ~ W hite-thboated Laughing-Thhush. 

JTanthociiicla aibogularts Gould, P Z S , 1835, p 187 (Nepal) 
Gtzrrufai albigularts Blnnf & Oates, l, p 82 

Vernacular names Kamam-pho (Iiepchal 

Description Forehead fulvous ; lores and feathers above and 
below eye black , cheeks, chin and throat white ; upper plumage 
rich olive-brown, tinged with fulvous on the crown and ear-coverts 
and rusty ou the upper tail-coverts , wings browu, edged with the 
colour of the back; tail olive-brown, the four outer pmrs of 
feathers very broadly tipped with white ; sides of neckaud a broad 
pectoral band olive-brown ; remainder of lower plumage bright 
ferruginous 

Colours of soft parts Bill black or dull black, inside of mouth 
yellow , legs, feet and daws pale fleshy plumbeous to darker livid 
plumbeous ; ins greyish blue. 

Measurements Length about 300 to 310 mm ; wing 123 to 
133 mm , average 128 mm , tail 140 to 145 mm. , tarsus about 
43 mm. ; culraen about 25 mm 

Distribution Nepal and Sikkim, but not m Bhutan or Assam, 
except twice m the Barail Bang© in N Cachar. 

Didiflc ation The only nest recorded is one taken by myself m 
N. Cachar. Neither nest nor eggs differ in any way from those of 
the next and better known form. 

Habits Similar to those of the next bird. 
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(138) Garrnlax albognlaris wMstleri. 

Tax: *Wzisn9Bsr Whitb-teboated Laughixg-Thbvbh. 

Qarrulax albogularxs •whistler* Stuart Baker. Bull. BOO. xln. 
p 29 (192 1) (Simla) 

Vernacular names. None recoided. 

Description Differs from true tilbogvilans in having the upper 
parts paler, more grey and less red, in having the red of the under 
parts paler and duller, and in being distinctly bigger 

Colours of soft parts as in the JnBt bud 

Measurements Wing 132 (very abraded) to 1 44, average 139 
mm , other measurements in proportion 

Distribution Himalayas from the Hazaia country to Garhwnl 

Nidification Breeds at all ranges between 4,000 and 9,000 feet 
in May and June, making a cup-shaped nest of grass, leaves, roots, 
tendrils, etc , rather loosely put together and generally bound with 
reed stems Sometimes there is no lining, at other times it is well 
lined with moss and fern roots , They are usually built m small, 
fairly thick bushes in dense forest, less often m small trees and 
rarely in scrub or secondary growth The eggs number three, 
seldom two and even more seldom four, and are of a beautiful 
glossy dark blue, darker than that of any other egg except 
JETodgsomns pltcenxcwroides. In shape they aie fairly long ovals, and 
the average of 50 eggs is 29 0 X 21 1 mm 

Habits These birds are as gregarious and almost as noisy as 
the "White- ci ested Laughing-Thrushes, remaining in flocks even 
during the breeding season They are birds of high elevations 
and do not seem to wander down much below 3,000 feet, though 
they may be found a little lower in wintei They keep much to 
forest, feeding on the ground and on low undergrowth. Though 
£ 1 * 01 x 1 their habits difficult to watch, they are not shy birds. 

(139) Garrulax strepitans. 

Txokuxxi’s LittshzvgPThbush 

Gat 1 ulax sti epxtans Blyth, J A S B , xxiv, p 268 (1858) (Mt 
Muleyit, Tenassenm) , Blanf & Oates, i,p S3 

Vernacular names None recoided 

Description Forehead, ciown and nape reddish brown ; face 
black, hinder portion of ear-coverts ferruginous, a spot on either 
side of the neck white , hind neck, sides ot neck and upper back 
ashy, paler and whiter in front, darker behind, and blending with 
the olive-brown ot the upper plumage and wings, tail blackish, 
marked with olive-brown on the outer webs , throat and breast 
chocolate-brown, the lattei bordered by ashy blending with the 
olive-brown of the remainder of the plumage. 
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Colours of sofc parts Ins red, lake-red or crimson , legs and 
feet very dark brown to almost black, claws horny-brown r bill 
black 

Measurements Length about 300 to 310 mm ; wing 1 32 to 
135 mm. , tail about 135 mm ; tarsus about 45 to 47 nun ; culmen 
about 27 mm. 

Distribution. Tenassenm and North and South-West Siam, 
where specimens have been obtained at Koou Tan and Si-sa-wad 

Xfidiflcation unknown. 

Habits Davison says that it is a noisy but shy bud, avoiding 
observation. “ Not by any means uncommon, occurring in small 
flocks of twenty or more, and keeping entnely, so far as 1 have 
observed, to the forest, especially to the ravines where this is 
densest ” 


Genus IANTHOCIHCLA Gould, 1835 

Oates applied the generic term Janihocxncla to those Laughing- 
Thrushes which have no bristles at the base ot the forebead, but 
in which the nostnls are overhang by a few long hairs The 
genus differs in no other respect from Garr-ulax, and the division 
is perhaps hardly necessaiy, but it is convenient for students and 
may therefore be retained. All the species are remarkable for 
having the secondaries tipped with white and the bill is rathei 
narrow 

Key to Species and Subspecies 


A. Crown nnd nape black 

a Upper plumage spotted with white 
b Upper plumage haired with black 
a' Ear-coverts black 
b’ Ear- co \ erts rusty-orange 
c' Ear-co\ erts brown 
c Upper plumage neithei barred nor 
spotted 

B Crown and nape ashy 

C Crown and nape reddish brown with pale 
shafts 

d Lower plumage rufous-brown with w bite 
bars 

e Cower plumage much paler, each feather 
with broad white edges 


I ocellata ocellata , p 155 

[p 168 

I rwfoyulat is ntfogulans , 
I r occidentahs, p 159 
I i assamensis. p 159 

CP 160 

Z* enter acea cmet acea , 

Z c sty am t p 157 


I austeni austerity p 160 
Z a victona ?, p 161 


(140) la nthocincla ocellata ocellata. 

Tan W Hite— spotted 1/A.ucuiNa-Titnusii. 

Cintlo*omu ocellatum Vigors, P Z S, 1831, p 15 (Himalayas) 
Janthocinclu ocellata Blanf & Oates, i, p 84 

Vernacular names Lha-Lai i exem-pho ^Lepclia) 

Description TTorehead, crow u and nape brownish black - face 
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and supercilia bright fulvous , ear-coverts chestnut , upper back 
and sides of neck fulvous, the feathers with bioad black sub- 
terminal maiks and fulvous tips , scapulars and wing-coverts to 
tail reddish brown with white spots preceded by black marks , 
quills tipped white, the eailier primaries black on the outei webs, 
becoming progressively ashy and then chestnut; middle tail- 
feathers chestnut, tipped with white, the others lufons at base, 
then ashy and finally black with white tips , centre of throat black, 
the feathers with nairow rufous edges , sides of throat rufous 
barred with black , below fulvous buff, the breast barred with black 
and the flanks more olivaceous with a few palei fulvous bars 

Colours of soft parts Sill yellowish, dusky aboie aud on tip, 
legs dull yellow , ins yellow-brown 

Measurements Length about 310 to 320 mm , wing 130 to 
135 mm , tail about 180 mm , tarsus about 48 mm. , culmen 
about 30 to 32 mm 

Distribution Nepal, Sikkim and Bhutan, from which latter 
place X have received typical specimens The type-locdlity may he 
restricted, to Darjeeling . 

Nidification. Hume received a nest fiom Sikkim with one of 
the parent birds ** The nest is pnncipally composed of these ’* 
(fern and grass) “ intermingled with moss and roots and is a large, 
loose structure some 7 inches m diameter.” It was placed close 
to the ground in a thick clump of fern and grass, and contained 
two eggs which aie not described 

Habits This Laughing-Thrush is a bird of high elevations It 
occurs about Darjeeling from some 6,000 or 7,000 feet up to at least 
10,000 feet It keeps much to bea\y forest, and appears to be less 
gregarious and not so noisy as the species of the two preceding 
genei a 


(3 41) Xanthocincla cineracea cineracea. 

The Ashy LAnaurarG-TuiuTsa 

Trochalopterum tuner acettm Godw -Aust , P Z S , 1874, p. 15 (Naga 
Hills) 

J Zanthocmcla cineracea Blanf & Oates, l, p 85. 

Vernacular names. Leha (Angami Naga) 

Description Forehead crown and nape black , lores, a brood 
supeicilium, ear-coverts and under the eye dull white, a narrow 
line over the ear-coverts and a broad moustachial streak black, the 
latter ending in streaks on the sides of the upper neck; upper 
plumage and wing-coverbs olivaceous-ashy, tinged with rufous on 
the upper tail-cover ts , secondaries and the tad like the back, each 
feather with a sub terminal black band and a white tip , primaries 
ashy on the outer web ; primary-coverts black ; winglet ashy on 
the outer webs, dusky on the inner , chin and throat pole fulvous, 
with the shafts black , whole remaining lower plumage fulvous, 
tinged with olive on the flanks and albescent on the abdomen. 
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Colours of soft parts Iris pale huffish yellow to oi ange-y ellow ; 
lids pale lavender, edged dusky , bill horny-brown, tipped palei 
an d with whole lower mandible pale horny -3 ellow , legs and feet 
pale dull fleshy 

^yrnnanr am an fa . Total length 225 to 235 mm , wing 86 to 
89 ram , tail about 100 mm. , tarsus about 32 mm ; culmen about 
20 min 

■Distribution Haga Kills, Kbasia and N Cacbar Kills, Manipur, 
Iiushai and Chin Kills. Does not apparently extend eastwards 
to Iiakhimpur 

Nidification Numerous nests were taken by Col. Ty tier in the 
Haga Hills in May and June and by Messrs Mackenzie, Hopwood 
and others in the Ohm Hills in March and April They are com- 
posed oE ferns, leaves, roots and grass, lined with finer roots and 
often bound round with tendrils and stems of plants , they are 
rather more compact than most nests of this group and are placed 
in bushes or small saplings in forest. The eggs are generally 
two only m number, sometimes three, the texture is very fine 
and close and the surface smooth and silky to the touch, not hard 
and glossy as in. D nvficotlxs. "In colour they are pure unspotted 
blue-green 150 eggs average 25 3 X 18 6 mm. 

Habits This is not a very gregarious bird, and though it may 
sometimes be found m small family paities, it more often wanders 
about m pairs, scratching on the ground amongst the fallen 
rubbish for insects or clambering through the undergrowth and 
bracken. It constantly utters conversational notes, some sweet 
and some harsh, but never breaks out into a paroxysm of sound 
like some of the other Laughing-Thrushes do It haunts 
elevations oE 6,000 feet upwards and ib rare below 5,000 feet 

(142) Iantho cincla cineracea styani. 

Siiah’b Latohutg-Theush 

Ti ochaloptervm styam Oustalet, Bull. Mus Bar , 6, p 226 (1898) 
(Ta-taien-lu) . 

Vernacular names. Hone recorded. 

Description. This race differs from the preceding m having 
the head dark ashy instead of black and the ear-coverts xufous 
instead of black and white The upper plumage is browner and 
the breast is tinged with vinous. 

Colours of soft parts as m I. c cineracea. 

Measurements Wing 94 to 98 mm. ; tail 106 to 118 ruin 
tarsus about 38 mm , culmen 22 to 25 mm 

Distribution Yunnan and the 23 Shan States 

Hidification. A single egg from the Styan collection measures 
28 1 X 19 8 mm 

Habits Hot recorded. 
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<143) Ianthocincla rufognlaris rnfogularis. 

Tur Bufods-ohikned LAUGHoro-THBrsH. 

Ianthocincla f itfogulai is Gould, P Z. S , 1835, p. 48 (Himalayas, 
Sikkim) , Blanf & Oates, l, p 86. 

Vernacular names N'arbigivan-pTio (Lepcha) 

Description Lores pui e white . a large nng of grey round the 
- eye ; ear-coverts wholly black or tinged with rufous posteriorly , 
forehead and crown black , cheeks and a large patch undei the 
eye and ear-co veits mingled black and white , a broad supercikum 
leaching to the nape, the sides of the neck and the whole upper 
plumage oli\ e-green, tinged with fulvous and each feather or the 
hind neck, back and upper lump tipped with a lunate black bar, 
wing-coverts olive-brown, tbe larger senes broadly tipped with 
block , primary-coverts dark brown margined with black , winglet 
ashy, tipped black , earlier primaries hoary on the outer webs, the 
others with a black patch increasing m extent whilst the basal 
portions change to ohvoceous , outer secondaries \i ith the outer 
webs oil i e-brown, broadly tipped with black and With a sub-tip 
white line , inner secondaries olive-brown on both webs and tipped 
with black and white , tail rufescent, with deep rufous tips and 
black subterminal .bands , point of cbm rufous, throat white ; 
under tail-co verts deep cheBtnut , lemainmg lower plumage ashy- 
brown, albescent on the abdomen and each feather, except on the 
last, spotted with black. 

Colours of soft parts Ins brown or red-brown ; bill pole j ellow- 
horny, darker at tip ; legs dull fleshy-brown , eyelids and orbital 
skin bluish 

Measurements Length about 225 to 235 mm ; wing about 
94 to 97 mm , tail about 120 mm , tarsus about 34 mm. , culmen 
about 24 mm 

The young have the crown olive-brown, tipped with black , the 
whole chin white, and the black bars and spots above and below 
smaller 

Distribution Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan and the hills North of the 
Brahmaputra at least as far Bast as the Min Bills North of 
Lakhimpur 

Midiflcation This bud breeds veiy commonly m Sikkim and 
round about Darjeeling m Mar, June and July, making a nest oE 
small twigs, many tendrils, a few roots and sometimes a leaf 
or two, lined with fine iootB In some cases nothing but tendrils 
are used for the outer part of the nest It is placed as a iuIo 
in a high bush or small tree, less often m a low bush The eggs 
number two to four, generally three, and are pure \ilute, not 
highly glossed, though very smooth and very fi agile for their 
size In shape tliev are long ovals and fifteen eggs aiernge 
26*2 x 19*4 mm 

A second brood is sometimes brought up as late as September 
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Habits. The Bufous-clunned Laughing- Thi usli zs found m 
pairs or in small parties of font and five and, like the rest of its 
relatives, haunts undergrowth, scrub and secondary growth, but 
always in forest or in its immediate vicinity. It zs not a noisy 
bird, but has a large variety of notes, some of which are harsh 
and loud and some are soft and mellow ; its flight, when it can be 
forced to take to wing, is feeble and ill-sustained, but m clambering 
about bushes and reeds it is very active and equally so on the 
ground, where it seeks much of its food, both insect and seed 
It is found as low as 2,500 feet, but is most common between 
4,000 and 6,000 feet, ascending as high as 8,000 feet 

(144) Ianthocincla rufognlaris assamensis. 

Ha.bicbi'b L aug mi* q -T mirrsn. 

Ianthocincla titfogulans assamensis lloiteit, Vog Pal, i, p 635 
(1 910) (Mnrgheiiln, Assam) 

Vernacular names Ali-pa-joi ta (Trans-Diku Nagas) 

Description Differs from topical » wfoguTans in having the 
whole chin and throat rufous and the ear-coierts almost all, oi 
nearly all, rufous 

Colours of soft parts as iu a vfogularis 

Measurements A rather smaller bird than rufognlaris with 
wing about 91 to 94 mm 

Distribution The whole of Assam south of the Brahmaputra as 
far South as the Lushai aud Chittagong Hills and as tar East 
as Daklnmpur and thence into the Chiu Dills 

Nidification. Breeds from 3,500 feet upwards throughout its 
habitat m May and June, with an occasional second laying in 
August aud September The site selected is almost invariably 
a bush in heaiy forest, though the part selected is always near an 
opening oF some kind, river, road oi a natural open glade Nest 
and eggs like those of the preceding birds 40 eggs average 
26 5 x 18 9 mm 

Habits. Similar to those of rwfogtila ns. 


(145) Ianthocmcla rufognlaris occidentalis. 

Thu Kashmir Lavguik6-Tiui.i78h 

Ianthocincla. rufooulai is occidcntahs Hiutert. Voar Pal i. p 635 
(1910) (Debra Doon) 

Vernacular names None recorded 

Description Similai to the Bufous-clunned Laughing-Thrush, 
but has the ear-coverts rusty-orange and the upper parts pale, 
more olive and less rufous 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements the same as in the last 
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Distribution . From Kamaon westwards through. Kashmi r an d 
the N.W. Himalayas 

Xfidification Breeds in Garhwal and the Simla Hills in May 
and June between 6,000 and 8,000 feet elevation Nest and eggs 
are like those oE the Sikkim bird, but the former are made more 
o£ twigs, and tendrils are not so invariably or plentifully used. 
Sue eggs average 26 8 x 18 7 mm. 

Habits Dike those o£ the other subspecies Hutton found in 
the stomach of a bird he examined “ sand, seeds and the remains 
of wasps/' 


(146) Ianthocincla ansteni ansteni. 

Tan Oa.ohab LATOHnrchTBBDBH. 

Trochalopteron austen* Godw -A.ost , J A S,B, zxnz, 11 , p 106 
(1870) (Hengdang Peak, N Oachaa Hills) 

Ianthocincla austen* Blanf & Oates, l, p. ©7. 

Vernacular names Dao-gajao-*-ba (Cachon). 

Description Korehead, crown, nape, hind neck and sides, and 
the whole neck reddish brown with pale streaks , rump paler, 
without pale shafts , upper tail-coverts and middle pair of tail- 
feathers rufous ; other feathers block with white laps and with the 
bases suffused with rufous on the outer webs , wing- coverts and 
inner secondaries reddish brown, the latter and the longer coverts 
tipped with white and with subterminal dusky marks , outer webs 
of the earlier primaries grey, those of the other quills reddish 
brown, lores dusky, ear-coverts dark rufous-brown with pale 
shafts , chin, throat and breast rufous-brown , indistinctly barred 
with dusky and whitish, remainder of lower plumage rufous- 
brown, with broad and distinct white bars preceded by a dusky 
line , under tail-co verts narrowly tipped with white. 

Colours of soft ports. Ins brown or lake-brown, hill dark horny, 
blackish at the tip, paler on lower mandible , legs dull fleshy- or 
livid-brown 

Measurements Total length about 250 mm , wing 100 to 
105 miu , tail about 120 mm ; tarsus about 35 mm., culinen 
20 mm 

Distribution KLhasia, Cachar and NTaga Hills. Hengdang Peak 
is on the watershed between the Cachar Hills and Manipur, and 
doubtless it will be found also iu the higher hills of the hitter 
state 

Nidifi cation This lare Xiaughing-Thrush breeds throughout its 
range between 4,000 and 8,000 feet, principally about 6,000 feet, 
but it is not very uncommon on the higher hills about Cherrapunji 
in the bleeding season at little over 4,000 feet It breeds in tbe 
end of April and May, and possibly sometimes has a second laying 
as X have a nest taken in August with fresh eggs The nest is 
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like that of / I'uJ'ognlaris, but seems to be generally placed, 
in a low bush, or a tangle of canes or raspberry bushes quite 
close to the ground. The eggs, two or three m number, are 
pure w hite, fragile, « ith a 1 ery slight gloss, and 48 averatc© about 
26*3 x 19 0 in in e 

Habits I found the bird m the Klhasia and Cachar Hills m 
rhododendron and stunted onk torest, going about in pairs or 
small family parties m the dense undet growth. They were j us t 
as loath to take to wing as other members of this subfamily, and 
when forced to do so fluttered and sailed alternately to the next 
bit of cover, into which they tumbled headlong rather than 
settled. They kept up a continuous chatter, but were not particu- 
larly noisy Those examined by n*e had eaten both insects and 
seeds, several containing masses of a small red ant, a most vicious 
biter. 


(147) Ianthocincla austeni victoriae. 

T be Chut Hills Ladshiho-Thhush 

Xanthocmela vtctorue Rippon, Bull B O. C , xvi, p 47 (1806) 
(Mt Victoria) 

Vernacular names. Hone recorded 



Description DifEei s from the Cachar bird m being more olive 
and less red above and m having the lower parts much paler and 
whiter, each feather being edged with white 

Colours of soft parts as in the last. 

^Measurements Total length 244uim , wing 94mm. ( ’Ifappon ) 

Distribution South Chiu Hills 

Uidification unknown. 

Habits A bird of high elevations, only found between 7,000 
and 10,000 leer 


Genus TDOCHAIiOPTEKUSC Hodgson, 1843. 

The genus Tt ochalopierttm differs from the pieceding genet a m 
having the base of the bill quite devoid ot all bristles and hairs, 
the nostiils and their membranes being tree and exposed Xu 
other respects it is quite typical of the subfamily 

The bill vanes a good deal in length and stoutness, and the 
nostiils in some me oval and exposed, whilst in otheis they arc long 
and nairow and putly covered bv a membrane. Oates and 
Hanngton point out that those buds with short, stout bills lay 
unspotted eggs, whilst those with slender billB and long linear 
nostrils lay spotted eggs This is true, but, on the other hand, 
birds of the group of Laughing-Thrushes with the curious wing- 
speculum, probably an older feature than bill and nostril, all lny 
■yon x. ji 
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spotted eggs w ith the one exception of 37 squama £ttm , \\ hich lays 
them plain blue Even the shape of the bills and nostrils, 
however, varies only in degree, wore or less intergrading- with one 
another 

If Hnrmgfon and Oates, and before them Gray, thought 
it desn able to split up the genus, we have Unrterfc on the contrary- 
lumping uuder the one name (/anf/ioetncla), Oates's genera JxintJio- 
cincla, jBabaas and 37» ochaZopterum It must be remembered, how- 
ever, that m the Falssarctic region Harteit has to deal with only 
29 species and subspecies, whereas in the Oriental region the 
number is much greater, no less than 40 species and subspecies 
being found in Tndia in this genus alone 

Oates's geneia, as given m the first edition of the * Avifauna,* 
seem reasonable and are easy for the student to understand, and 
I retain them in the present edition 

In the first edition, however, many geographical races were 
quite wrongly given the status of full species., and these are now 
relegated to their proper position A few new species and sub- 
species have been added to out list, and we have recognized m this 
genus 12 species and 17 subspecies 


JEeff to Species. 

A Chestnut on crowi oi nape, or both 
U No chestnut on mown or nape 
a Winga b lightly coloured 
a' Wings chiefly crimson 
a" Tail black 
b" Tail crimson 
b’ Wings chiefly bright yellow, 
c" Primary-coverts brown 
d" Pi imaiy-cp verts black 
a”’ Tail without while tips 

b’" Tail with white tips 

o' Wings chiefly slaty-blue . 

<2* 'Wings with patch of bright blue 
& "Wings dull colouied with no bright patch 
o' Upper plumage not ‘striped 
c" Breast rufous 
/" Breast whitish, streaked ashy 
g” Breast olive grey-brown 
/'. Upper plumage striped 

h’’ With a white supermlzum 
i” With no white stxpercilium . 


37 et ythi oeephalum , 

[p 162 


27 phmntceum, p 168 
27 tnilnei p 170 

37 subunicoloi , p 171 

T affine, p 172 

[, gatum , p 178. 
T vat legatum vane- 
[P 174 

T variegatum Itnu&, 

27 eguatnaiutn, p 174 


2T c a chirm ana, p 176 
37 jet dun*, p 177 
27 hem let, p 188 

7 vu gatum , p 179 
T hneatum , p 180. 


Trochaloptemm eryihrocephalnm. 

This species is a very widely extended one, ranging from the 
'Western Himalayas to the south of Tenosseram. As might be 
expected, its geographical variations are great, and it is therefore 
divided into 8 snbspecies. 
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JKjey to Subspecies. 


A Back and breast with large black t ound 
spots 

a No conspicuous giey supercilium 

o' Enx-co verts chestnut, tipped black 
and white 

b’. Eai-co\ eits black, edged pinkish 
white 

c' Bar coverts chestnut like the crown 
b A conspicuous pney supeicilium 
fp Enr-co\ erts chestnut 
e' Ear-coverts grey with black skaft- 
s tripes 

B Back and breast with brown oval spots 
C No ‘■pots on back or breast 
c Chin and throat onl^ rufous 
d Chin, throat and breast rufous 


[p 163 

7 1 . c ei ythi occphalunij 

T e fttfft i men turn, p 164 
T e et ytht oleenta, p 104. 

T e ffodwmif p 165 

T e tcoorZt , p 166 
T c c/tt i/scpta um r p 166 

T e melanostiffmee, p 167 
T e i amsayt, p 168 


<143) Trochaloptenim erythroceplialum erythr ocephalum . 

The Red-headed Laugiiiitg-Tiihusii 

Cmdovnna a ytfn oeephalitm Vigors, P. Z S, 1831, p 171 (Ilima- 
lajns, Cliamba) 

7*i ocftaloptet urn crj/t/troeephalum Blanf & Oates, l, p. 89 

Vernacular names None recorded 

Description Roieliend, crown and nape chestnut, ear-coverts 
chestnut, each feather blackish near the tip and edged with white , 
lores chin and upper throat black, with a chocolate tinge , cheeks 
mingled chestnut and black ; mantle and sides of ne<_k olive-brow n, 
each feather with a semicircular black inaik near the end, lower 
back plain olive-biown , 1 uxnp and upper toil-coverts *>lnty-gi ey , tail 
ashy, suffused with golden yellow on the outei webs; wing- 
coverts olive-brown, the greater broadly tipped with deep ferru- 
ginous , primal y-co verts and wmglet yellow on the outer webs, 
ashy on the inner, outer webs of primaries and outer secondaries 
bright golden yellow' , inner secondaries and tips of outer ashy- 
blue , the base of the outer webs of the outer secondaries golden 
red, lowei plumage pole fulvous, washed with olnaceous on the 
sides of the body and under tail-coverts, each feather of the throat 
and breast with a mu row crescentic black bar near the end and 
tipped with fulvous white. 

Colours of soft parts Iris grey -brown or yellow-brown ; bill 
black, legs and feet pale yellowish- or fleshy-brown or Ijgbt 
brow n. 

Measurement s Length about 230 mm ; wing 102 to 105 rum : 
tail about 120 to 125 mm ; tarsus 37 to 38 mm. ; calmen about 20 to 
22 in in 

Distribution. The Hun alay as from Chamba to Nepal 

NidifiLcation This Iioughrng-Thrush breeds m May and June at 
heights from 4,000 to 7,000 Eeet or more, making the usual cup- 

m 2 
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shaped nests of leaves, bracken, ferns and grass with a th in 
lini ng of roots and fine grass Outwardly- the nests measure 
about 6 inches m diameter by 3 inches m depth, and 'are placed 
low down m thick bushes or tangled undergrowth in forests. 
The eggs, two or three in number, are pale bright T hr us h -egg 
blue-green, in colour, dotted and blotched sparsely at the larger 
end with dark brownish red. In shape they are rather long ovals 
and in texture smooth and fine with but little gloss Fourteen 
eggs average 29*2 X 21 3 mm 

Habits. This bird, aud indeed most of this genus, is much less 
noisy than those of the genus Garrtilouc, and though sometimes 
found m sjnall flocks, is not so invariably gregarious, often wander- 
ing about in pairs They keep up a continuous conversational 
chatter, interrupted with louder calls, some of which are quite 
mellow and sweet They feed almost entirely on the ground itselE 
or in the lower nndei growth m tores ts, and take to wing only 
when forced to do so. They are both insectivorous and eat wnmil 
seeds. 


(149) Trochaloptemm erythro cephalnm erythrolroma. 

Hmcfs RuD-HBinm) Latjohutg-Thbubh. 

Trochaloptei *w m erythrotesma Hume, S P.x.p 163 (1881} (ATatcbi, 
S Manipur) , Blanf & Oates, l, p 90 
Trochatopterym holerythi ops JEtippon, Bull. B O O , anv,p 83 (1904) 
(Chin Hills) 

Vernacular names. None recorded 

Description Differs from the last in having the lores n*ifl point 
of chin dusky brown, the chin and throat chestnut like the 
crown , the breast chestnut and the centre of the abdomen ferru- 
ginous The foiehead is tinged with grey. 

Colours of soft parts as in the last bird. 

Measurements Dength about 250 to 260 mm. ; wing about 91 to 
95 mm. ; tail about 110 to 115 mm. , culmen 19 to 21 mm , tarsus 
27 mm. 

Distribution Hast Manipur and Chin Hills 

Hidiftcation . The nest and eggs cannot be distinguished from 
those of the last bird. Twenty-two eggs average 29 9 x 20 5 mm. 

(150) Tro chaloptenun erythrocephalum nigrimentnm . 

The Sikkim Rbd-hbaped Laughing-Theush. 

Trochalopterum mgrxmeatum Oates, Blanf & Oates, Avifauna B I , 
i, p 91 (1889) (Nepal) (ex Hodgson MS ) 

Vernacular names. TarpJuym-pho (Depcha) ; Panxong (Bhutea) 

Description Similar to 2 1 erythrocepluHum, but the forehead is 
rufous with black shafts and the antenor portion of the crown 
deep grey, each feather black in the centre ; the ear-coverts are 
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black with pinkish-white edges and the lores, cheeks, chin and 
uppei throat are black The npper tai 1-coverts are olive-green 

Colours of soft parts Bill dark horny-brown or blackish brow n , 
legs dark fleshy or yellowish brown , ins grey-brown , “ ied " 
(/«) don) 

Measurements Total length about 260 to 270 mm. ; wing 100 
to 105 mm ; tail 112 to 115 mm , tarsus about 38 mm , culmen 
about 21 to 22 mm. 

Distribution Eastern Nepal to the Dnphla and Mikir Hills in 
Assam 

Hidification. Breeds throughout its range m the months of 
April, May and early June at elevations o£ 5,500 feet upwards 
The nest is a massive deep cup made of leaves, grass and a large 
proportion of moss, bound together with tendrils and loots The 
lining generally consists o£ fine roots with an inner lining of 



Fig 29 — Head of T e nujrtmcnlum 


matted dead leaves, but this latter is not always present. Most 
nests are placed in thick hushes, but others mav be found on small 
saplings, and the site selected is eithei the fringe of forest and 
heavy jungle or scrub-jungle and secondary growth The eggs 
number two or three and are like those of the rest of the genus, 
hut are generally very sparsely marked Seventeen eggs average 
about 28*7 x 21*1 mm 

Habits This is a bird of high elevations from 5,000 np to 
2,000 feet or more It has the usual habits of the genus and is 
quite common in the woods round about Darjeeling, where in the 
* early morning and evening it may often be surprised on the roads 
and jungle paths, hunting m small parties for insects m the cattle 
droppings, hat scuttling off promptly into cover when disturbed 

(151) Trochalopterum exythrocephalum godwini. 

Godwin - - Austen * a Red-headed LA.uoHiKG-THSTifls. 

Trochalopterum eryVn ocephalum tjodimm Harmgton, Bull B O G„ 
x x x m , p 92 (1914) (tfengdan, N. Cachar Hills) 

Vernacular names. (Oachan). 
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Description. Similar to T e yt7u olcema, but has a conspicuous. 
grey supercilium and the forehead also much greyer 

Colours of soft parts and measurements as in eryiht cilcenia 

Distribution The high ranges between Cachar, the Naga Hills 
and K W Mnmpui 

Nidification and Habits Nothing recorded 


(JL52) Trochalopternm erythrocephalum woodz. 

Wood’s Eed-hbadfd Laughing - Tmtusn . 

7i ochnloptei um ei ythi ocephetlttm looodi Stuait Bakei, Dull B O C, 
xxxv, p 17^1914) (JLoi-fcJmg-, N« Shan States) 

Vernacular names None recorded. 

Description Differs from T e godwtm m having the upper 
back unmarked with black as m melanostigma The chin and 
throat me blackish instead of rufous and the ear-coverts are grey 
From ei ythi olcema it diffeis 111 having grey ear-cove i ts aud a 
broad grey supercihum. From chi ysoptm um it differs m having 
black not rufous-brown edges to the breast-feathers, and the 
upper parts are rufous-brown rather than olive-green 

Colours of soft parts Dill dark horny-brown, legs apparently 
dark fleshy-brown 

measurements “ Wing 107 mm , tail 1 22 mm. ; culmen 
20 inm. , taisus 37 mm ” {JBawngton). 

Distribution Shan States. 

Nidxftoation and Habits not recorded. 

(153) Trochalopternm erythrocephalnm chrysopternm. 

Tub Suildono Yellow-winged Lav6hutc(-Thbv8h. 

Icmthocxncln ehrysoptei a Gould, P Z S, 1836 p 48 (Khasia Bills). 

TV ocJialoptm um chi ysopterum Blanf & Oates, i, p 90 

Vernacular names. None recorded 

Description Diffeis from all the other races m having brown 
oval spots instead of black round spots on back and breast It 
has a broad grey supeidhum and the eai -coverts are rufous more 
or less tinged with grey. The chin and throat aie dark chestnut. 

Colours of soft parts Ins yellowish or greyish brown, some- 
times quite grey , legs fleshy or yellowish brown ; bill dark horny- 
brown 

m eas urements Total length about 260 to 270 mm. , win g 101 to 
106 mm. ; tail about 3 10 to 116 mm. , culmen about 20 to 21 mm. ; 
tarsus about 38 mm. 
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Dis tributxon Kbasm Sails only. 

Kidification The breeding season of tins subspecies commences 
in the end of April and ceases in the first weekm June, though an 
odd nest or so, perhaps a second brood, may be found ns late ns 
August The nest is a wide, shallow cup oF moss, roots, glasses 
and dead leaves, bound together with roots, tenduls and stems of 
reeds and is lined with roots, fern-ruchides or, rarely, fane grass 
It is a fail ly well-built nest, and often looks much like that of 
some of the true Thrushes No attempt seems to be made at 
concealment, and it ib usually placed m some tall, thinly folmged 
bush, about 6 feet fiom the ground, m pine- 01 evergieen-f orest 

The eggs are generally tw*o only in number, sometimes three 
and veiy rare] 3 ' four. In type ot coloration they are like those of 
eryfhir6eep7ta7um t but aie more boldly marked with a few black or 
de$p pur ply- red blotches, spots or lines. In a few eggs these 
markings are very scanty, but m some are more numerous than 
in the eggs of other races ot this Tjaughing-Thrusb The average 
of 50 eggs is 30*6 x 21 6 nun. 

Habits Those of the genus A bird of the pine-forests from 
4,000 feet upwards. 


(154) Trochalopterum erythrocephalum melanostigma.. 

Blitu’s Bed-headed L*.tohikg-Thkush. 

ft 

Gamtla'b melanostigma Blytli, J A S B , xxn, p 268 (1855) 
(Mt Mule;} it) 

Trochdlaplei um melanostigma 131 an f & Oates, 1 , p 92 

Vernacular names. None recorded 

Description forehead, lores and cheeks black, the black of 
the loies extending to over the eye and merging in a short grej* 
supei cilium , ear-coverts and sides of the neck silvery-grey 
streaked with hlack; throat and upper breast ferruginous, paling 
on lower breast and abdomen and becoming olive-grey on flanks 
and under tail-cover ts No spots on either back or breast 

Colours of soft parts. Legs, feet and claws very pale Irtrown 
to reddish 5 bill black , ins brown 01 hazel-biown (//tone Davts.% 

Distribution. Muleyzt Blount, Tenassenm, and thence north- 
wards into the Shan States 

Hidification. Nests and eggs taken by Mr. C Hop wood 
resemble those of T. e chrysojiiter~um t bis eggs measure 30*5 x 
20 4 mm 

Habits. According to Davison these birds keep m parties of six 
or eight, feeding chiefly on the ground and keeping much m the 
brusb-w ood They are neither very noisy nor very silent, uttering 
from time to time a fine whistling call m addition to other 
numerous conversational notes They appear to feed exclusively 
on insects 
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(155) Trochalopternm erythrocephalum ramsayi. 

Tab Kaubbiti Ehd-headbd LAuaHuro-THBUSH. , 

Ti achalopte t urn f amsayt Ogili le-Gront, Bull BOG, xiv, p 19 
(1904) (Esiennee) 

Vernacular names None recoided 

Description Differs fxom the last bud in. having the chestnut 
of the chin and throat continued over the entire breast and bellv. 

Colours of soft parts “ Ins deep chocolate , bill black , legs 
pinkish brown ” 

Measurements Total length about 25 4 mm , wing 101 to 
104 mm , tail about 114 mm , tarsus abojit 40 mm , culmen 
about 20 mm 

Distribution Karenni, extending to the pine-forests m the 
Salween Distnct 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded 


Troclialoptenim phcenicenm 

Key to Subspecies 

A Tail bioadly tipped with orange 

a General plumage darker . T p phcenveum , p 168 

b General plumage paler T p baleen , p 169 

H Tail nairowly edged with ochraceous T p nppon * , p 170 

(156) Trochalopterum phceniceum phcemceum. 

Tub Assam Oeimsob-winobd LATr&HiBQ-THB'irsE 

Xanthocxncla pkcentcea. Gould, Icon Av ,pl 3 (1837) (Nepal) 

Ti ochaloptei urn phaunceum Blairf & Oates, i, p 93 

Vernacular names. T%lg\-piho (Uepcha) , Mepcha (Shut ) 
Description Xiores. cheeks, ear-coverts, round the eye and a 
patch on the side of the neck crimson ; a short supercilium black . 
upper plumage olive-brown, the fea£hers of the ci own with 
partially concealed black margins, tail black, bioadly tipped with 
orange and oufeimost feathers washed with orange thi ougbxmt , 
wing- coverts olive-brown ; primary-coverts dusky edged with 
olive-brown , winglet suffused with crimson on the outer webs 
and outermost coverts edged with the same , outer webs of 
primaries edged with crimson and yellow, the former increasing 
and latter decreasing in extent inwards , secondaries with centre, 
of outer webs edged blue, the terminal portions suffused with 
crimson, the bases with olive^green ; the whole lower plumage 
fulvous olive-brown, tinged with ashy on the abdomen, under 
tail-coverts black, broadly tipped with crimson. 
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Colours of soft parts Legs and feet brown with a purplish, 
'tinge ; bill horny dark brow n to practically black , iris brown 
(juv.) to deep crimson or lac-red , orbital skin dull leaden-dusky. 

Measurements Total length about 230 mxn , wing 81 to 93mm ; 
tail about 100 mm ; taisus about 32 mm ; culmen about 18 mm. 

Distribution Nepal to the extreme east of Assam, .North, of the 
Brahmaputra 

Nidification Breeds between 3,000 and 6,000 feet and some- 
times rather highei m the months of April to June, making, a 
compact, deep cup of grass, leases, loots and moss, lined with 
the latter and measuring about inches to 5£ inches in dia- 
meter by nearly as much m depth Jt is generally placed in 
bushes in rathei dense and moist forest, sometimes fairly high 
up but more often at 3 or 4 feet from the ground The eggs 
number 2 or 3, very larely 4, and aie very beautiful, the ground- 
colour being a deep Thrush-egg blue with dark maroon and led- 
black lines, blotches and dots, the iirst being most numerous, 
fifty eggs aveiage 26 9 x 18*6 mm. 

Habits. This species haunts forests and secondary growth rather 
than sciub jungle, at elevations between 3,000 and 6,000 feet, 
wandering as low down as 2,000 feet; in w inter They are some- 
times found singly oi m pairs, but more often in small parties of 
four or five, keeping much go the undergrowth and lower trees 
and also hopping about and feeding on the giound, eating insects 
ot all kinds and also certain seeds. Then flight is feeble and their 
notes consist of a great variety of conversational calls both harsh 
and sweet, with an occasional louder call when the birds get 
separated. 


(157) Troclialopterum phoenicemn bakeri. 

The Assam CEaxsoK'-wns'cnm Latohutg-Thedsh 

Ti ochaloptei on phasmceum baheri HorterL, Bull BOO, jtxxiii , 
p lO (7909) (Lttusung, N Gnehai) 

Vernacular names Dao-yao-gajao (Cachan) 

Description. Differs from the preceding bird m being paler both 
above and below and in having the ashy-grey wash on the abdomen 
much more pronounced 

Colours of soft parts as in the last bird 

Measurements slightly smaller than the last, the wing averag- 
ing about 35 mm as against 90 mm m that bird 

Distribution. Hills South of the Brahmaputra, Manipur and 
Bush ai Hills 

Nidification Breeds m May and June between 3,500 and 
5,000 feet The nest is a well-made cup, similar to that of the 
laBt bird but more often placed quite close to the ground. Eggs 
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indistinguishable fiom those o£ the last , 100 measure on au 
average 2b 1 x 18 5 mm. 

Saints A compai atively common bud between 3,000 and 
6,000 feet, nearly always found m cool, moist tiee-1 orest m which 
there is a fair amount of undergi owth. Voice, food, flighc, etc 
as 7*. p phceniceum. 


(158) Trochaloptenzm plusniceum ripponi. 

The Bubuesb Cbimson-wik ged Laughis'g-Thiihbh 

7» ochaloptet ton rtppont Oate«, Hull SO C , xi, p 10 (1900) 
(Kengtnng State) 

Vernacular names Krang-sZiong-m altng (Kachin) 

Description Similar to the preceding, but has the crimson of 
the head extending on to the sides of the neck, throat and super- 
ciliuzn The lower plumage is grevish yellow instead of fulvous 
or olive-brown and the tail is narrowly tipped with ochre instead 
of broadly with orange. ( 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements ns m T p phoemceum 

Distribution. Kachin Mills, N. Shan States 

Nidiflcation The few eggs I have seen of this race seem to be 
rather darker than those ot the other races Twenty-one average 
about 25 8 x 18 6 nun. 

Habits as in the other laces, but according to Hnrington 
they frequent bamboo-jungle as well as forest, placing their nest 
sometimes in clumps of bamboo They keep generally above 
5,000 feet and are found at least up to 7,000 feet. 

(159) Trochaloptenun xnilnei sharpei, 

Tma Bubmese Red-xailbd LATraHira-THBvsH 

Tt ochaZoyierum sharpen Rippon, Bull BOO, xn, p 13 (1901) 
(Kengftung State) 

Vernacular names. JEOrattg-sheng-Jtahr (Kachin). 

Description. Crown and upper parts of head and neck bofly- 
rufous , ear-coverts pale grey ; throat and lores black , back and 
w rag-coverts olive, each feather ot the back with dark edge, 
rump and upper tail-coverts golden olive , below ashy-olive, more 
green towards the neck , tail above bright red, below blackish , 
wing-quills above brilliant and glossy red, the inner webs of the 
innermost secondaries pure white* 

Colours of soft parts. “ Bill and feet black ; ins brown ** 
(Xfavrci 4r Oust ) 

Measurements I<ength about 280 mm ; wing about 106 mm. , 
tall about 120 mm. 3 tarsus about 38 mm. 3 culmen about SO mm. 

Distribution Kachm Mills and M. Shan States. 
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ITidificalion Breeds in the Eachm Sills m A pm and Mnv T 
making a typical Laughing-Thrush’s nest ot bamboo leaves and 
grass, mixed with a few roots and other leaies and lined with the 
former They are, as usual, Cup-shaped, and are placed either m 
bushes or low down against trees m the dense unaergrovt ih ot 
lannes in forest growing in vallevs over 6,000 feet elevation The 
eggs are unlike any others of this family and have a pure white 
ground sparingly spotted and blotched with reddish-brow n 01 neatly 
black spots, they are m fact exactly like G-olden O noles* eggs. 
Fifteen eggs average 28 7 X 20 7 mm 

Habits This very handsome 2?rochalopterum is only found at 
heights from 6,000 to 8,000 feet, frequenting the most dense 
of undergrowth, m which it skulks about m small 'parties oi pairs, 
being heard much more often than seen , at the same time, 
according to Hanngton, they are as mquiBitne as noisv, and it 
one remains hidden, the birds soon show themselves m the 
attempt to make out the intruder. 

(160) Trocbalopternm snbumcolor subtuucolor. 

The PL^lV-COLOimEl)-JiA.lI(>HIKG-TllB178H: 

Troc7taloptei~um aulruntcotoi (BLodgs ), Blytb, J A 8 JB , xu, p 952 
(1843) (Nepal) , Blanf & Oates, l, p. 94 

Vernacular names Tarmal^pho (Lepcha) , JVabom (Bhut ). 
Description. Forehead, crown and nape dark ashy -brown, the 
forehead tinged with fulvous ; sides of neck and whole upper 
plumage olive-brown, each fentliei margined with brown , middle 
tail-feathers olive-hrown, the others black suffused with olive- 
yellow on the outer webs and tipped with white; wing-coverts 
olive-brown , pmnary-coverts dark brown , visible wmglet ashy- 
j ellow , primaries biown with the outer webs grey, outer 
secondaries with an increasing amount of yellow , inner secondaries 
olive- brown tinged with yellow and tipped with white , cheeks, 
chin and throat like the hack, hut darker and with a few white 
tips to the feathers of the face ; under plumage olive-brown, 
tinged with fulvous on the abdomen and all the feathers maigined 
with black, except on under tail-coverts and thighs 

Colours of soft parts Bill dusky ; legs reddish brown ; ins 
red-brown {Jet dan) , ins yellowish grey (j Blanf) 

Measurements Length about 230 mm , wing 90 to 95 mm. , 
tail about 100 to 105 mm ; tarsus about 35 mm. , culmeu about 
18 mm. 

Distribution. Eepnl, Sikkim, Bhutan and hills North of the 
Brahmaputra as far as the JDibong. 

Hidification. According to Hodgson this Laughing-Thrush 
breeds m Nepal in the months of April, May and June, making a 
cup-shaped nest of grass and moss lined with bamboo leaves, 
which it builds in bushes and trees, close to the ground, in open 
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forests and groves It lays three or four spotless blue eggs which 
measure about 26 1 x 17 7 mm 

Habits Tins is a bird of very h'gh elevations, being found as 
high as 11,000 and not below 6,000 feet. 

*161) Troclialoptenun affine affine. 

Tub Black-faobd Lauq uustg-Thk ush: 

Gan ulax. affSnte (Hodgs ), 331 j th, J A S B, ui, p 960 (1 843) 
(Hepa!) 

Truchalojtte} uni affine Blnnf & Oates, i, p 94 

Vernacular names None lecorded 

Description .Forehead, crown and nape dark brown tinged with 
rufous, paler on the forehead, lores aud sides of head black, 
cheeks and a large patch behind the ear-coverts white, extending 
to, and becoming pale lufous on, the sides ot the neck, hind neck 
rufous-brown blending with the darker brow n of the head , back 
and scapulars l nfous-brown, each rather broadly terminated with 
pale grey , rump olive-brown , upper tail-co verts ferruginous , tail 
slaty-blue, th lee-quarters of the central feathers and the outei webs 
of the others oveilaid with bright golden ‘‘yellow ; wing-co\eits 
rufous, primary-coverts black, wmglet and inner secondaries 
slaty-blue , outei webs of outer secondaries and primaries blight 
golden yellow, slaty-blue at tips and bases , dun black, throat 
rufous-brown , bieast paler and each feather edged with grey; 
remainder of lower plumage rufous-brown. 

Colours of soft parts Hill black , feet reddish brown ,-ms from 
olive-grey (JSlanf.') to brown (Jerdon) 

Measurements Length about 250 to 260 mm , wiug 102 to 115 
mm , tail about 125 mm , culmen about 21 to 22 ram , tarsus 
about 40 mm 

Distribution . Eastern INepal to Bhutan 

Nidification Os mas ton took nests zn May and June in Sikkim 
at altitudes between 9,000 and 10,000 feet “The nests were 
lather massive but neat cups, about 8 inches m external diameter 
and were composed of moss, thin twigs and dried grass stems, 
lined copiously with black rhizomorph of a fungus mixed with 
some birch- baik ‘'paper*.” The nests were placed m rhodo- 
dendron and viburnum bushes, 5 to 8 feet from the ground The 
eggs generally number two only, but three were in one nest 
taken by Mr W P Masson In ground-colour they are Thrush- 
egg blue with a few spots and blotches of purplish black at the 
laxger end Twelve eggs average 28 5 X 21 2 mm. 

Habits This is a common bird in Sikkim between 8,000 and 
13,000 feet, haunting both rhododendron, fir and mixed forest 
right up to the snow-line It is apparently generally found in 
pairs and not in flocks, but otherwise its habits resemble those of 
the genus 
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Trochalopterum variegatum. 

j Key to Subspecies 

A Outer webs of primaries and pait of tail 

yellow T v vat legatum, p 178.. 

B Outei webs of primaries and part of tail 

slaty-blue . Tv simile , p 174 

(162) Trochalopterum variegatum variegatum. 

The Eabtebn Yabiesated IiAtroaiKO-THiarsH; 

Cmclosoma variegatum Vigors, F. Z S, ] 881, p 56 (Himalayas, 

E Nepal) 

Trochalopterum variegatum Slanf & Oates, i. p 95 
Vernacular names Oanssa (Nepalese) 

Description Iforehend fulvous, crown and nape ashy-brown , 
feathers of eyelid and a spot behind the eye white , lores and n 
line ovei and below the eye to tbe ear-coveits black , ear-coverts 
white with a black patch chin and uppei throat black; cheeks 
fulvous, meeting; round the black throat , sides of neck and whole 
upper plumage olive-brown ; wmg-coveits the same, the greater 
broadly edged with rufous, winglet and pnmaiy-covet ts black, 
the inner webs of the inner secondaries black, the outei grey 
tipped with white ; outer webs of othei quills bright golden- 
yellow tinged with rufous and tipped with vi hite , a layge black 
patch on the outer secondaries ; the middle four pair’s of tail- 
feathers black on three parts of their length, then ashy-yellow 
and tipped with white, the other feathers ashy-yellow on the inner 
webs, olive-yellow on the outer and tipped white ; breast and 
sides of the body fulvescent ashy-brown , remainder of lower 
plumage bright tawny-buff. 

Colours of soft parts. Dill black ; legs and feet pale reddish 
orange-brown , ins pole yellow-green, brow n, raw sienna-brown, 
pale yellowish biown (U-ume). 

Measurements Length about 280 to 290 mm ; wing 102 to 
112 mm ; tail about 130 ram. * tarsus about 38 mm.; culmen 
about 20 mm. 

Distribution Himalayas from Chamba to Nepal 

Nidification. This Laughing-Thrush breeds from Simla to 
Nepal m Apnl, May and June at elevations between 4,000 and 
8,000 feet. The nest is a bulky cup made principally of grass 
with a few loots, dead leaves, etc , mingled with it Sometimes 
there is no lining, but at other times there are a few' roots and 
grass stems It is placed m low bushes and small trees at any 
height above the ground from a few inches to 10 feet. The eggs 
generally number three, sometimes four and very rarely hve. 
They are a pale, rather dnll blue in colonr, freckled and spotted 
with different shades of reddish brow'n, and are not nearly such. 
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handsome eggs as those of the et ifihroeeplialunt group 
Average 228 5 X 20 5 mm 


Sight eggs 


Habits Similar to those oF other Laughing-Tht ushes, but 
perhaps they are inther mote often seen frequenting low trees os 
well as undeigrow th Xt is found between. 4 000 and 8,000 feet 


(163) Trochalopternm variegatum s imil e. 

The WiiSTLiiN Vamegated X/ a ogulin’g - Tnrnxjs h; . 

Tt ochalopfet on simile Hume, Ibis, 1871, p 408 (Far N W. Giliritl 
Ulonf & Oates, i, p 96 * 

"Vernacular names None recorded. 

Description Differs from the Eastern form m having the outer 
webs of the wmg-feathers slaty blue and in having the yellow on 
the taxi replaced with the same slaty-blue. 

Colours of soft parts. Legs and feet flesh-colour , bill black , 
iris brown (2)/ 0 Maiden son'). 

measurements as in the last bird. 

Distribution. The Western portion of Kashmir and the 
XXassaia country Very common m the galis round about Murree 
and Naim-Tal, extends up the Gtilgit Valley above Ghlgit and up 
to the Fiontier of Afghanistan. 

W idiflcation Breeds very commonly from Murree south-west- 
wards, being found up to some 10,000 feet and down to 5,000 feet 
The nest is a big cup with very thick walls composed ot grass, 
leaves, fine twigs and roots, lined with the latter, and measuring 
anything from 5 to 9 inches in diameter by 5 or 6 deep The 
internal cup is about 4 by 2^ inches deep It is usually 
placed wfell up m a fir, deodar or other tiee, sometimes as high 
as 25 feet and seldom low down m bushes The eggs number 
three oi ioui , rarely five, and are like those of the lost bird, but 
generally more blotched or spotted and less freckled Fifty eggs 
average 27 8 X 21 0 mm. 

The breeding season is from the beginning of May to the end 
of June 

Habits This Lnughiug-Thrush, like the last, is much more of a 
tree bud than most others of the genus, and will be found quite 
as often hunting tor insects well up m the tiees ns low down 
m the undergrowth and bushes It is found up to at least 
10,000 feet, and possibly higher, and in winter descends to 
about 4,000 feet 


(164) Tro chalop terum sqnamatmn. 

Tub Blhb-wibged Latjghiu g-Thxush. 

lanthocvncla sguamata Gould, P Z 8 , 1835, p 48 (Himalayas, 
Sikkim) 

Troehalopterum squatnatnm Slanf & Oates, i, p 96 

Vernacular names. 2’armal-pho (JLepcba) ; JVabom (Shut.) , 
JVo-lcr ang-lci ang-mvt (Kachin). 
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Description. A. black streak over tlie eye from lores to nape ; 
lores grey or fulvous -known ; sides of head, olivaceous or rufous j 
upper taii-co verts chestnut, remaining upper plumage rufescent 
ome-brown, each feather with a terminal lunate black tip , in 
birds which have the lores and sides of the head olivaceous the 
crown is ashy; wing-coverts chestnut, dusky internally ; pnmary- 
coierts dusky edged with black, outer web ot outei ptmianes 
pale blue, inner primaries black , secondaries chestnut at the 
base ; remainder of wing black, the later quills minutely tipped 
white ; lower plumage fulvous, each feather with a terminal black 
bar ; under tail-coveits and thighs castaneous 

Birds with grey crowns have the tail deep black, the others 
have it bronze-colour with a chestnut tip. 

The valuations in colour seem due to neither sex nor age I 
lm\e found all m both sexes and in pairs breeding together, and 
they appear to foim one of those cunous dimorphic colorations, 
the* net essitv Fot the evolution of lyhich naturalists have not yet 
been able to detect. 

Colours of soft parts Legs and feet pale flesh to fleshy-brown , 
bill hoiuy black, paler and greyer at tip and on base of lower 
mandible ; iris pale greenish or bluish white , glaucous-brown or 
dull brow n, these latter probably only in 3 oung 

Measurements Length about 250 to 260 mm., wing 83 to 
99 mm , tail about 100 mm ; tarsus about 37 111111 ; culmen 
about 20 mm 

Distribution The Himalayas from Nepal to the Jglachm Bills ; 
lull-ranges North ot the Biahmnputra to N. Anakun, and Chin 
Bills and S51iau States. 

Nidification The bi^d breeds at all heights between 3,000 and 
6,000 ieet and m Nepal ( vide Hodgson) as Idw as 2,000 The nest is 
the usual bulky cup in shape, fairli compact, and made principally 
of dead leaves intermixed with roots, tendrils and graas, and lined 
with roots Xt is always placed low down 111 some thick bush or 
tangle of creepeis, often within a foot or two of the ground The 
eggs, two or thiee 111 number, aie s otless blue-green, the texture 
•very smooth and fine but soft and “almost glossless Jb'ifty eggs 
aierage 29 4x 20 7 mra 

Habits The Blue-winged Laughing-Thrush is a bird of liutmd 
forests at a comparatively low level Xn the hills South of the 
Brahmaputra it is most common between 3,000 and 5,000 feet, 
and seems to haunt the banks of streams and rivers far more than 
'the other species of this genus do. It goes about both in pairs 
and in small family parties, and is conversational raiher than 
noisy, many of its notes being very rich and full Its flight is 
very weak and ill-sustained, but it is as strong and de\er on its 
feet as the rest of tlie family 
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Trocbalopterxun cachinnans. 

K 'ey to Subspecies. 

A Lores, chm and a line through the e;j e 

black . T e cachinnans, p 170 

B Lores rusty biown , chin dark brown , 

no line through eye . To. ctnnamomeunt , p 177 

(165) Trocbaloptenun cacliiimans cachinnans. 

Tub Nilcubi La ushing-Thbush. 

Crateropus cachinnans Jerd, Madr Jour x, p 255, pi 7 (1839) 
(Nilguns) 

TV ochalopterum cachinnans JBlanf & Oates, i,p 97 

Vernacular names None recorded 

Description Point of forehead black, sides of the forehead 
and broad supercilram white, ciown and nape slaty-brown, the 
feathers very narrowly margined with black ; the lateral feathers 
of the forehead and crown black on their inner, white on the 
outei.webs, forming a black line above the supercilium , lores, 
chm and a streak behind the eye black ; feathers of the eyelid 
white ; ear-covei ts pale rufous ; sides of the nape ashy at the end 
of the supercilia, this colour suffusing the whole of the nape, 
upper plumage, sides of neck, wings and tail olive-brown , throat 
and breust bught rufous, abdomen a duller lufous , thighs, \ent, 
under tail-coverts and sides of the body rufescent olive-brown ■ 
under wing-coveits rufous. 

Colours of soft parts Ins red-brown to cnmson „ legs, feet 
and bill black 

XEeasuremeuts Length about 225 to 235 mm wing 92 to 
96 min , tail about 100 mm. ; tarsus 30 to 32 mm. ; cultnen about 
16 to 18 mm. 

Distribution Nil gins, from 4,500 feet upwards. 

N unification Breeds from Pebruary to the end of June 
throughout its range The nest is made of grass, leaves, moss, 
small twigs and other miscellaneous bits, and is lined with roots 
and fibre and frequently with fur, cotton-wool or feathers In 
shape it is a vei y deep cup, rather bulky but compact, and it is 
placed in an upright folk of some hush or small tiee m forest 
The eggs are nearly always two m number, sometimes three but 
never more In giouud-colour they are a pale, rather washed- 
out blue and are speckled and blotched with reddish or pinkish 
brown, a few eggs having also one oi two darker spots or hair- 
lines. They average about 25 0 x 18 8 mm. 

Tla.Tn - f-.fl This Laughing-Thiush is extremely common all over 
the iNilgiris above 4,000 feet wherever there is sufficient cover. 
It is aln ays found in parties, sometimes consisting of a dozen or 
more birds, and is one of the noisiest of tho family, though its 
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notes are not so discordant as those of Gcumilase leucolopihus, etc 
It keeps much to the ground and to dense undergrowth, and 
though, its diet is partly insectivorous, Jerdon remarks that it 
feeds principally on the imported Peruvian, cherry (Physalxs 
jperuvtana). It is said to be a shy bird except in the breeding 
season, when it sits very close and becomes much bolder 

(166) Trochalopterum cachinnans cumamomeum. 

Davison’s Lauqhikq-Thbush 

Tt ochaloptea um cinnamameuni Davison, Ibis, 1886, p. 204, Blanf. 

& Oates, l, p 98. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. DifEers from the Nilgin Laughing-Thrusli m 
entirely wanting the black markings of the head and face , the 
lower parts are deep cinnamon-brown rather than rufous and the 
crown is hair-brown instead oi slaty -brown. 

Colours of soft parts not recorded 

Measurements. ** Length 203 mm , wing 89 mm , tail 94 mm ; 
tarsus 74 mm , bill from gape 22 8 mm” (damson) 

Distribution. Unknown ; probably Palghat Hills in Southern 
India. 

Nidificahon and Habits unknown 


Trochalopterum jerdoni. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Ohm black . . . . T j jet don * , p. 177 

B, Chin grey 

a Conspicuous white supercilmm extending 

to nape . . T f futrbanKt, p 178 

b Short supercihum not passing behind ej e T j met idxonale, p 178 


(167) Trochalopterum jerdoni jerdoni. 

The Babasore LAUMirNG-THBiisii 

Oarrtdar. jerdon* Blyth, J A S B , xx, p 622 (1851) (Banosore Peak) 
Tx ochalopterum jerrlont Blanf fit Oates, i, p 99 

Vernacular names. Hone recorded 

Description. Point of forehead black ; crown and nape slaty- 
brown, the feathers edged darker , a broad white supercihum, 
with a narrow black line above , lores and a line through the eye 
black, ear-coverts grej ish white, sides of the neck ashy-brown, 
continued bnck and meeting round the neck, upper plumage, 
wings and tail ohve-brown, tinged with rufous on the tail, chin, 
and cheeks> black ; throat and breast streaked ashy and white , 
•vox. i . K 
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abdomen rufous ; sides thighs and under tail-ccn erts oln aceous 
brown, under wing-co\ erts rufous 

Colours of soft paxts Bill horny black ; legs, feet and claws 
light brown or slaty-brown , ms crimson. 

Measurements Length about 215 to 230 mm , wing 80 to 
83 mm , tail about 90 mm. , tarsus about 32 mm , culmeu about 
18 mm 

Distribution The Coorg and W 3 naad Hills abo\ e 4,000 feet 
Mr Morgan gi\ es the Balgh.it Hills and the Chmna Coonoor 
G-hat as a part of its range, but these hare not been confirmed 

Nidification Kot recoi ded 

Habits Similar to those of T e cachtnnans 

(168) Trodialopterum jerdoni fairbanM. 

The Tbitascoee L a UGHiyo-THntrsH 

Ti orftaTopterum fan banki Blanf J A S B ; xxxvn, 2, p 176 '(1868) 
(Palm Hills) , Blanf & Oates, i, p 99 

Vernacular names None recorded 

Description. Differs from the Banasore Laughing-Thrush in 
having the forehead, ci own and nape black or nearly so , the chm 
and cheeks ashy-grey instead of black and the low er parts a much, 
brighter rufous 

Colours of soft parts Iris dark red or red-brown (Fairfcaid) 

Measurements. Length about 223 to 230 mm ; w mg about 87 to 
90 mm , tail about 92 to 95 mm. , tarsus about 32 mm ; culmeu 
about 20 mm. 

Distribution The Palm and Annamulli Hills in S Tra vnn core 

MidifLcation Bairbank took the nest of this bird at Hodai- 
fcanal m the Palm Hills m May, and I have receii ed three clutches 
from the collection of the late Rev Howard Campbell as cachtnnans , 
taken at the same place' and evidently those of fatrbanhr They 
were taken m February, April and May, and aie indistinguishable 
from those of the former Laughing-Thrush They measure about 
25 8 x 19 3 mm 

Habits Similar to those of cachinnatts This Laughing-Thrush 
' - found from 3,000 up to 7,000 feet or rather higher. 

(169) Trochalopterum jerdoni meridxonale. 

BlABTOBD’s LaTJ ghdt g-Thettsh. 

Ti oahaltjjta on mertdionale Blanf, Hume, S F, -ni, p 36 (1878) 
(Traiancore) , Blanf. As Oates, i, p IOO 

Vernacular names JKbne recorded. 

Description Differs fiom the Banasore Laughing-Thrush in 
having a much shoiter white supercilmm with no black lines 
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abo\ e it The loies and wbole ciown to nape aie dusky brow n , 
the cbm is neaily white and the centie ot the abdomen also zs 
'white 

Colours of soft parts Ins dark led , bill black, legs dusky 
(j^oto dtllon) 

Measurements about the same as fazrbanJci. 

Distribution North Tiavancoie, there are specimens m the 
British Museum irom Clunmpanni, the Patnas, My nail and the 
Tm n e\ all v boundary', and Mi J. Stew at t obtained it at the 
Autchmcoil Gap on the Ghats. 

NidifLcation Mr 3 Stewart appears to be the only collector 
w'ho has seen the nest of this bird He describes it as just like 
most nests ot cachvnttans , it was taken at about 3,000 feet The 
eggs aie more Thrush-hke than aie those of any other of the South 
Indian Laughing-Thrushes, and miglit be matched in colour by 
many eggs ot il/ei ula smiilltma The ground-coloui is a very pale 
blue-gteen, and the liiaikmgs consist ot lather numeious blotches, 
smears and spots ot i eddish brown, mostly on the larger end, 
where m one egg they foim a dense ring The thiee egg«r average 
about 25 5 x 19 1 mm X expect these eggs aie somewhat abnormal 
in coloiation 

Habits Those of the piecedmg bud 

• 

Cl 70) Troohalopterum virgatum. 

Tug Makipuh Stl reaklo Laughing-Tilrusii 

Ti ochaloptei on vti rjafinn Godw -A.ust , P. Z S , 1874, p 46 (Raz&mi, 
Naga IIills) , Blant & Oates, l, p 100 

Vernacular names Dao-phct c (Caclian) 

Description Point oE the forehead and a long supercihum 
extending to the nape white, lores ferruginous; cheeks, lower 
part of ear-coverts and under the eye iulvous-white , upper part 
ot ear-coverts fenugiaous, »vitli pale shaft-streaks, ciown, nape, 
mantle, lesser wing-coieits and sides of the neck reddish brown, 
with -very white shafts, lowev back, scapulars, rump and upper 
tail-coverts ashy-brown, with white shafts , tail olive-brown, dis- 
tinctly cross-rayed , the outer feathers tipped with white , greater 
wmg-coveits chestnut, w ith white shafts and taps , pnxnaiy-coverts 
pale rufous, with white shafts and brown tips , wmglet deep ashy, 
with the outer webs white along the shafts, wings ashy, tbo 
middle feathers washed w r ith chestnut and the inner secondaries 
edged wuth paler ashy , chin and throat deep chestnut, shading 
off into yellowish-buff on the lemamder of the lower plumage, all 
the feathers with w'hvte shafts 

Colours of soft parts Xiegs and feet pale horny or fleshy, the 
soles paler and mote yellow , bill dark brown, paler at the gape ; 
ins hazel- oi own, oibital skin dusky plumbeous * 

Measurements Length about 250 mm , wing 85 to 89 mm , 

» 2 
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tail about 110 to 115 mm , tarsus about 31 mm ; eulmen about 
17 mm 

Distribution Hills south of the Brahmaputra, Manipur, 
Lusliai and Chin Hills 

Nidification This Laughing-Thrush breeds throughout its 
range between 3,000 and 8,000 feet, making a deep, compact, 
cup-shaped nest of leaves, roots, bamboo leaies and gra*>s, and 
alnays with more or fewer tendrils and a little moss The lining 
is of roots and moss loots or fem-rachides, and the inner cup 
usually measures about -4 m x 2 75 in. or less and the outer about 
6 m x 5 in Most nests are placed close to the ground m dense 
tangles of creepeis and lines or thick bushes, but they sometimes 
select higher bushes or small saplings for nesting purposes Eggs 
maybe found fiom May to J uly. These are either two or three m 
number and are a pale unspotted blue with a soft satiny texture, 
almost glossle^s though intensely smooth 100 eggs a\ erage 
26 0x19 2 mm 

Habits This is not a gregarious bird and I li&i e generally seen 

m pairs only, nor is it ns noisy as most of its relations though 
it li.is some quite sweet coni ei sationnl and cull-notes It keeps 
almost entirely to thick undei growth of forests or to the ground 
itself in bracken and brambles Those I examined had fed on 
insects only, chiefly a sxpall giasshopper and a lery odoriferous 
little bug, but doubtless tliey also eat seeds They are found 
up to 8,000 feet or o\ er and never descend below some 3,000 feet 


Trochaloptenun lineatnm. 


Key to Subspecies 

A If end and mantle ashy with dusky streaks 
a Lower plumage rufe&cent 

a' Grey mm gins to feathers narrow 
V Grey margins to feathers broad 
b Low er plumage paler and more grey 
c" Ear-coverts chestnut 
tV Ear-coverts pale iu8ty . . 

B Head and mantle reddish brow n with 
glistening black sh af t-stnp cs 


T i luieafum, p 180 
T I, ffi'tseiccnttor t p 181 

T l fftiffit, p 182 
T, l suzm tenets, p 182 

T l t mbneatum, p 183 


<171} Trochaloptenun lineatnm lineatnm. 

Tim Nebauesh Stheaked LATrazzu«a-TirRtrsK 

Ctnelosoma lineatnm Vigors, F Z S, 1831, p 50 (Nepal) 

2\ ocltafoptci um Imeatum J31anf & Oates, i, p 101 

Vernacular names Hone recorded 

Description Vorelienil, ciown, nape and mantle durk a«lty 
streaked with dusky, the shafts black, lower b*ick and wing— 
co>ei ts l eddish brown, the shafts white, rump and nppei tail- 
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coverts plain nsliy , tail maiked with rufous, cioss-iayed, with a 
subterminal black baud and grey tips wings chiefly 1 ufous on 
the outer webs, the lnnei secondaries edged with giey , loies and 
a nug round the eye mingled white and grey t cheeks, car-coverts 
and an indistinct suiieicihum cnstaneous , chin, tin oaf , breast and 
upper abdomen chestnut, all the feathers with ashy maigms and 
those of the breast with glistening w lute shafts , lowei abdomen, 
dailies and under tail-coverts ashy-biowu 

Colours of soft parts Sill dusky, the base of the lower 
mandible gieyisli 01 brow msh-hoi ny , 11 is brown or reddisb biown , 
feet fleshy -bi ow n, claw s livid horny 

Measurements Length about 200 to 210 mm , wing 74 to 
77 mm , tail about 00 mm , taisus about 27 mm , culmen 18 5 
to 20 8 mm 

Disti lbution. Nepal, Sikkim 

Nidiftcation and Habits sinulai to those of the bettei known 
foi m, next described. ISggs tauten in Native Sikkim and Darjeeling 
aveiage about 26 0 x IS 8 mill 

(172) Trochalopterum lineaimm griseicentior. 

Tul SmtA. Streaked Liuan iwo-Th liu s u . 

Ianthocinvla Imcnttnn *p iscicenttoi llartert, Vog Pal , i, p 636 
(1910) (Simla). 

Vernacular names None lecoided 

Description A palei bird than tlie piecedmg, both aboie and 
below, with much blonder giey edges to the featheis of the under- 
parts 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements ns in T l Imeatum 

Distribution. Gatlnval, Kumaon, Simla and S Kashmir 

Nidification. The Simla Streaked Laughing-Thrush bieeds in 
gieat numbeis throughout its range betw'een 5,000 and 8,000 feet 
The bleeding season is very extended and eggs have been taken in 
eveiy month from March to September, though probably those 
laid m July to Septembei aie second broods The nests are made of 
dry gross, leaves, small pliant twigs and stems of plants, sciaps of 
bVacken and roots and they aie lined with either loots or grass 
steins, geneially the latter They nie bulky nests measuring 
loughly anything fiom 6" to 10" m outward diametei by some 
3" to 5" m depth, the egg-ravity being about 3'' x 2^' or rather 
more It is placed eitheL m some thick bush in undergrow'th or 
on a branch low down m a big tree, the Deodar being a special 
favourite and, though so big a nest, is always well concealed The 
normtd full clutch of eggs is three, miely four and nob seldom two 
only. They aie unspotted blue-green in colour and have a 
smooth satiny suiface with but little gloss. 100 eggs aveiage 
25 6 x 18 4 mm 
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Habits. This Lang]ung-Tbiu«h is one of the most common 
biicls about neailjf all om Koitb-West lull-stations in exery kuul 
of toiest and jungle wheie theie is sufficient undeigionth It 
wandei 3 about in pans oi small parties of lour 01 fixe constantly 
chattel mg and calling but, though not shy oi xx lid, keeping much 
out ot \ie\v in 1 116 tliuk imdei grow th, xx'lieie it hunts toi seeds and 
insects It is loth to take to flight but \x hen forced to do so, tin 
Hoik takes vxmg one by one, fluttering feebly to the next piece ol 
cox ei much m the same xx ay as do the birds of the geneia Art/ya 
and Tin dottles 


CITS') Trochalopterum lineatum gilojit. 

Tut Gn^ir Stjujakko Laxtg hi^tg-Tuiiusu 

Xtvnthocincla lineatum yilffit Ilmteit, Vopr l*nl , 1 , p 056(1*110) 
(CJiIgit) 

Vernacular names None lecoided 

Description Tins lac© is still paler than the last and inoiegiey, 
less lufous, in tins both on the upper and loxxer plumage 

Distribution. Gilgit, Chitial and. N Kashmir. 

XTxdification and Habits similai to those of the last bird Two 
clutches oE eggs average 24*9 X 18 5 mm 


(174) Troclialopterum lineatum ziaratensis. 

Tm, BiriroHifiTAN SritEAKim X^AUGUivo-Tnntsir 

Tunthocmcla lineatum ziai atensis Ticehuist, Hull Ik t> (3 , \U, 
p 55 ( 19 JO) (Zinrat) 

Vernacular names None recorded. 

Descuption. Differs from “Z l gilgtt m Imx mg much paler msty, 
not chestnut, ear-coveits, grey, not ohve-biow-n, i nmp and fail- 
coveits, and grey, not giey-bioxvn, belly, the markings on the 
breast palei and yelloxvei, not led-brown , the golden-broxx n 
edges to the wings and tail aie also somewhat palei It lacks the 
xvlute-ticked throat which I l gilgxt has ” 

Colouis of soft parts and kleasiu. ements as in T l. lineatum 

Nidification Two eggs fiom Quetta measure 26 1 X 18 7 nun 
The nest was «aid to have been placed in scrub gioxxmg in a 
rax me on an othei wise bare and stony hill 

Habits Apparently is often found m fhe low sei ub -jungle 
which grows here and theie in the ravines m the hills, as well as 
m the bettei wooded parts 



TOOCHALOfTEBim 


183 


(175,) Trochaloptermn lineatnm imbnca tum. 

* 

The Bnrrvx Streakfd Laughisg-Thhush. 

Cfatndat tmbi ica(us~B\\t\\, J A S ]> , xu p 951(1843) (Bhutan) 

Tt ochaloptci itm unbricatinn Blnnf & Oates, i, p 102 

Vernacular names Is one recoided 

Description Differs from the other three races in having the 
head, neck and mantle coneolot o us with the test of the body, 
the shafts black and glistening , the lores, snpetcilium and sides 
of the head greyish -blown with white shafts 

Coloms of soft parts not tecotded 

Measurements as in T l Hneatum 

Distribution Bhutan onlv 

Nxdification and Habits unknown 

(176) Trocbalopterum lienrici. 

PaiXCE HtSRl’S LlUGHlKS-TaBCSH 

Tt ochdloptei win henrici Oustalet, Ann Sci Nat, (7) xn, p 274 
(1891) (Tibet). 

Vernacular names Jot no — the lady (Tibet) 

Description Upper parts and w ing-coverts dark ohve-bxow'n, 
the crown slightly darkei , lmes and a lme through the eye and 
ear-coverts dark chocolate , quills blackish edged with lavendei- 
grey , tail blackish brown, bioadly tipped with white, a broad 
w hite stripe through the cheeks , a small white supercilium , below 
the same coloui as above, but paler and tbe flanks and undei tail- 
coverts cliestnut-ied 

Colours of soft parts Bill and legs daik plumbeous, iris 
cmnson. 

measurements Total length about 270 to 280 mm , wing 110 
to 115 mm , tail about 150 mm , culineh about 22 mm , tarsus 
about 37 mm 

Distribution Tibet, and it has been obtained b) Col F M Bailey 
at Shoakn. 9,000 feet, m the JMishmi Hills 

NidifLcation unknown. 

Habits “It is found m the same poplai and aldei bushes as 
tbe JBubax but also comes up quite close to the villages It lias 
the characteristic habits ot a Babhier to a marked degiee, loves 
about m parties of eight or more indiv iduals, chatters most noisily , 
uttering its fluty call of * 'Wholi-hee "Whoh-hee,* is always on the 
move, scampering along tlie branches seldom show mg itself, and 
flying veiy low across a cleaiance to the next cover ” (JWaddeU) 



184 


HUAUIBiE. 


Genus 6RAMMATQPTXLA Reich nb , 1850. 

The genus GrammatopUla contains but one species, which may 
be recognized by its stout, deep and short bill, striated plumage and 
by the long frontal hairs which leach over die nostrils It is m 
habits and mdification near Trochuloptei um, and seems to form a 
link between the true Laughing-Thrushes and the birds of the 
genera TurdoxcLes and jSsgya There are two geographical races. 

G-rammatoptila striata. 

Key to Subspecies . 

A Feathers of ciest not streaked -with -white , 

no "brown bands on sides of ci own <? sti lata striata , p 184. 

B Feathers of crest streaked with white , a 

brown band on either side of ciown & s austeni, p 185 

(177) Gr&mmatoptila stnata stn&ta. 

THS STRIA.TED LA-UGHING-TnUUSII. 

Garrutus strtattis Vigor s, P Z S , 1830, p 7 (Himalayas, Naim-Tal) 
Gfrainmatoptxla stnata Blanf & Oates, 1 , j> 103. 

Vernacular names. Nampxoh-pho (Lepclm) , Kopxam (Bliuf.). 
Description. 'Whole upper plumage, sides of head and neck, 
chin and throat umber-brown, darkest on the crown, shading off 



Fig 30. — Head of G *• stnata 

into pale brown on the lower plumage , every feather of the whole 
plumage including inner secondaries but not otliei quills, w ith a 
long median white eta. eak, the sti eaks largei but less defined on 
the abdomen and under tail-ooverts , quills daik brown, the outer 
webs of the firet few pmmai les hoary, of the others pale chestnut , 
tail chestnut, the outer feathers with a minute w lute tip, 

« Colours of soft parts. It is lake or reddish brown * bill black , 
legs dull slate or slaty-brown « 

measurements. Length about 300 to 310 mm , wing about 140 
to 150 mm ; tail about 132 to 136 mm ; tarsus about 42 mm. , 
culxnen about 25 mm. 

Distribution. Himalayas from the Sutlej Valley to Bhutan 
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Kidification The Striated Laughing-Thrush breeds thiougliout 
its range at heights varying between 3,500 and 7,000 teet, but is 
not often found nesting below 4,500 feet. The nest is a large, lather 
deep cup, about 9 to 10 inches m diameter bv some 4 to 5 deep 
and is composed largely of moss with grass, leaves, roots and 
tendrils mixed and a compact lining of roots It is generally 
plated some 6 to 12 feet up m small saplings and other trees 
The eggs ai e almost invariably two in number and are long ovals 
of pale blue, in nearly every case spotless, but rarely with a 
few tiny specks of blackish or reddish They ai erage about 
33 S x 23 2 mm 

This is a very favourite fosterer for the Hed-winged Cuckoo 
( C cot omandus ) The breeding season lasts from .April to J uly 

Habits This bird is a true Laughing-Thrush m its habits but is 
more arboreal than most, frequenting both bush and the lower 
trees alike. It is found in pairs and small parties and is very 
loquacious, some of its notes being likened by Teidon to those of 
a ben which has laid an egg It feeds on insects and fruit and 
seeds, the latter to a greater extent than most of the family. 

(1^8) Gxammatoptila striata ansteni. 

A xjsten’b Striated Laughing-Thrush 

Grammatoptxla aitstem Oates, Avifauna B X , i, p 104 (18891 
(DafLa Hills) 

'Vernacular names JDaopa (Cachait) 

Description Differs from the preceding bird m having two 
broad daik coronal bands meeting on the nape; no shaft-stnpes 
on the crown, and those elsewhere uanowei but better defined 

Colours of soft parts Ins led-brown to dark led , legs and 
feet pale slaty-grey, soles yellowish , bill daik slaty-brown or 
“ bluish-homy ” (Stevens') 

Measurements as m G striata stt i at a. 

Distribution Sills south of the Brahmaputra as fai east as 
Marghenta Stevens procured this form on the eastern water- 
shed ot the Sabansiri Biver, and Falkmer aud Hemp both piocured 
it on the Mi8hmi "Expedition, so thut it appears to woik round the 
head-waters of the Biahmaputra, Dzboug and Diliong as far 
west as this river 

Hidification. I found this bird breeding freely above 4,500 feet m 
the KLbasia Hills and more larely so in the 1ST Cachar Hills Rest 
and eggs like those of the last bird, but I haie never seen any 
egg marked at. all Twenty eggs average about 31 5 x 23*5 mm 

Habits Frequents pine-woods as well as othei forest, piowrted 
there is any undergrowth. ; other w ise its habits are like those of 
Cr s striata 
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Genus STAGT0CICHX.A Shaipe, 1883 

This genus contains a single species, a bi own bird with n spotttd 
bi ea^t extreme ) \ Thrush-like in appeal ance The bill is long and 
slendei, the tail and wing about equal m length, the latter shot t 
and loimded pi usual -A new faun of this species has recentl\ 
been described fioin Annain 

(.179) Stactociclila merulina merulina. 

TlIL SrOXTED-BKEA8TED LAUGnii C-TlIBUSH. 

6 rat i ti/«i merit hnus Blyth, J A S B , p 521 (1851) (Manipur) 
StactocicFita met ultna Blanford & Oates, i, p 104 

Vernacular names Molt m&peh (Angarni Naga). 

X) es ci lption A nanow white streak above the ear-co\ erts , 
foieliead mottled w'lth grey, remainder of upper plumage, exposed 
parts ot wrings and tail lutescent olive-brown, chin, thi oat and 
breast yellowish buff, broadly streaked with oval black strip es , 
centre of abdomen the same colon i unstnped , flanks rufescenfc 
olive-bi own , under tail-coveits bright ocliroceous 

Colours of soft parts Ins pale j ell o wish or pinkish, brown in 
young birds , legs and feet pale to dark brown, the soles paler and 
claws daiker, bill daik horny «bro\vn, black at tip and on culmen, 
greyish on lowei mandible 

Measurements. length about 260 to 270 mm , wing 93 to 
99 nun , tail about 96 mm. , tarsus about 40 mm , culmen about 
24 mm 

Distribution Hills South of the Brahmaputra South to Manipur 
and Ijushnr, Bast to Lakhimpur. 

nullification Breeds above 3,500 feet from April to Jul\, but 
principally in the end of June, both in bamboo-jungle and in 
forest In the tonner the nest is made almost entuely of bamboo 
leaves, mixed with glass, moss, roots, etc., and lined with rootB , 
when placed in forest the major part of the materials is moss 
mixed with dead leaves, loots, tendrils, etc , and lined with moss 
and fern roots Jn shape a hemispheiical cup, it is generally 
placed close to the ground eithei m a bamboo clump oi a dense 
bush, moie seldom in a high bush oi small sapling 

The eggs, two oi three m number, me large replicas of those of 
I'l ochaloptet am vu f/atum, a shade daiker, pel haps, but of the same 
shape and textuie 50 eggs average 28 7x217 nun 

Habits. Although so abeunnt in appearance, this is a true 
Laugluiig-Tlii usli in its habits, veiy greganous, it is found m 
flocks ol ten to twenty individuals , very noisy, it possesses a wide 
range ot veiy beautiful notes as well as many others less pleasing , 
a tei l ible skulkei , it is one of the hardest birds to w atch or procure 


* Robinson &. Kloss, Ibis, 1919, p 577 (S Annom) J 
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In Manipiu Hume found tl em frequenting secondaij growth m 
desci ted dealings, buL m IC Ciciiai thej preteried d«*ep, wet for eat 
with an utulei growth ot blacken, caladmms, jasmine and ra^p- 
beme% which grew in. dense matted profusion eienwlieie In 
bamboo ■jungle iher weie easiei to wutdi and L often *-aw th«»m 
hopping about Feeding among the hil'en leaie**, but am nio\emei»t 
dioie thorn oil it once and tlie\ took to wing and ftevr better 
than most of then, nearest relations 


Genus BAB AX David, 1876 

Tlie Babblers of this genus foitu a connecting-link between 
Ti ochaJopterimx and the genera aheady dealt with and Aagy* and 
TuidotOcs, being on the whole neaiei the latter than the 
former gioup The wmg is shoit and lottnded, the tail long and. 
much graduated The btll is rather slender, slightly curved, and 
in length about equal to, or longer than, hmd toe and claw to- 
gether The nctai bustles me stiong and ot considerable length, 
and the oval, exposed nostrils are o\ ei hung by numerous lrairs 
There are seveial species of this genus found on the borders of 
the Indian Umpire, of which three entei our limits, whilst others 
may possibly be found to do so in extreme jSToitliern Burma w hen 
the ornithology of that countiy is better known. 


Key to Sjpevtes anil Subsj>ecics 


A. Plumage boldly striped dboi e and below 
a Wing under HO mm , plumage rutescenl 
a' Throat immaculate buffv white 
b' Throat white with black shafts to the 
feathers . . . 

b Wing o\er llO xnm plumage grey 
B Plumage rufous abo\ e and below, stupes 
absent or obsolete 
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JJ l lanceolatus, 

JJ l victories , p 183 
JJ naitdelh, p 189 

JJ KosIoili, p 189 


( 180 ) Babax lanceolatus lanceolatus. 

The Cui^esl Babax. 

jRferoi hunts lanceolatus Verr , Nom. Arch Mus Pans, vi p «3G 
(1871) (Chinese Tibet) 

Vernacular names None recorded 

Description Crown bngkt rufous-brown with dark centres to 
the feathers, remainder of upper plumage and wing-coi erts 
darker rufescent brown, each teathei broadly edged with pale 
fulvous grey, white on sides of neck, almost so on nape and 
darkest on rump , upper tail-covei ts grey with obsolete concealed 
dark centres , tail rufous-brown, duller than crown , loies and 
forehead fuhous, the latter meigiug into the crown, ear-co\pits 
\ striped white and brown, a broad, moustachml streak \ ary mg 
from chestnut to almost black , chin, throat and upper breast 
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fulvous white, n feu indistinct dark stnss ou the latter , sides of 
breast and flanks pale fulvous with broad brovin and chestnut 
st leaks, disappearing on the abdomen and centre of breast, under 
tail-coverts and thighs eai tliy -biown 

Colours of soft parts Ins white to blight orange , bill hoin- 
colomed, legs paler horny-bi own 

Measurements Wing 93 to 115 mm , tail 125 to 140 min , tax & us 
about 38 mm , culmen 27 to 28 mm The largest and smallest 
birds come from the same place Haitert gives the wing up to 
110 mm 

Distribution I cannot distinguish between ZanceoZatus , yun- 
nanensts and bonvalotz , the iang** therefore of this Baboz is 
B Tibet, W China, Yunnan, Elaclnn Sills and N Shan States 

Nidification This bird was found breeding by Sanngton, 
Peishouseand otbeis in the Bliamo Sills between 5,090 and 6,000 
feet, making a cup-sl taped nest ofc dead leaves, grass, bits of 
blacken, etc , lined with roots and placed in low bushes in thin 
set ub-jungle or mixed blacken and bush The bleeding season 
appears to be April to June The eggs numbei tiom two to four, 
generally three, and aie rather long, pointed ovals in shape, 
rathei dark spotless blue in colour, and with a fine, dose 
texture and suiface but no gloss 15 eggs aveiage about 27 3 X 
20 3 mm 

Habits. Tins Babax is said to haunt thin scattered foiest or 
“ the more open hillsides, which are covered with bracken and 
bramble bushes, and never enteis the dense secondary growth 
which springs up after cultivation ” ( Hcvnngtoii) They go about 
either in pairs or small parties and keep up a continuous flow of 
soft and musical notes, varied occasionally by a harsher outburst 
They are no bettei flieis than the lest of tlie family, and are 
equally strong and active on their legs 

(181) Babax lanceolatus victories. 

Tun Mould: Victohia Babax 

JBabax %,% dot ice Itippon, Bull B O C , w, p 97 (1905} (Mt Victoria, 
Chin Bills) 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description Biff ei s from ZanceoZatus in having the throat and 
upper breast a purer w Hite and the black shaft-stupes extending 
right up to the chin, whereas in typical ZanceoZatus there are no 
stripes on chin or throat and often not on the upper breast. In 
this hud also the moustachial stnpe is veiy black and broad. 

Colours of soft parts ** Indes yellow , bill dark homy , legs 
and feet lighter ” (Jivppon). 

Measurements. Wing 100 mm , tail 140 mm. ; tarsus 35 mm. ; 
culmen 25 mm 
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Distribution Cbm Hills 

Uidific ation Nests taken by Venning anil G-rant m the Chin 
Hills aie described as open cups made of dead leaves and coaise 
grass steins lined with, loots and placed in low thorn} bushes on 
opeu hillsides or near swamps They were found in April and 
May, and contained from two to three eggs similar to tho«e of 
the piecedmg subspecies and measuung about 27 5 x 20 4 mm 
Habits. This Babat is found from 5,000 to at least 9,000 feet, 
haunting the same kind of country as the last bird, w Inch it 
closely resembles m all its habits. 


(182) Babax waddelli. 

Tun G-iaitt Tibet Babax. 

Babax xoaddellx Dresser, P Z S , 1905, i, p 54 (Tsangpo, Tibet) 

V ernaculaa names 6'ono, Teh-teh (Tibet), Kyxi-mo (Ginntse, 
Tibet) 

Description 'Whole plumage ashy- grey, aboie with broad 
streaks of blackish brown edged with dull chestnut, below with 
narrow er streaks but with the chestnut brighter , centre of belly, 
vent, under tuil-covei ts and thighs cinereous ashy without 
stripes , on the ear-coverts the central marks are obsolete, but on 
the cheeks form a broad, bluck moustachial stnpe 

Colours of soft parts. Iris j el low , bill black , legs dark brow n 
Measurements. Wing 132 to 140 mm. , tail 148 to 160 rain , 
tarsus 40 to 43 mm. , cuimen 33 to 37 mra 

Distribution South Tibet and the extreme north-east of 
Sikkim *. 

Nidzfic ation The Giant Babax breeds freely m South Tibet 
from 11,000 to 14,000 feet, or higher, during May, June and 
July, a few odd birds breeding both earlier and later. The nest 
is a large, rather rough cup of grass, dead leaves, fern fronds, 
roots, wool, etc , lined wuth finer roots and fern stems or fine 

t rass It measures externally some 7 inches in diameter by 3 to 4 
eep, and has an internal cup of about 4" by 2" or rather less. 
It is placed low down in the small thornv bushes which co\er 
ports of the Tibetan plateaus or in wilIo.v-trees and small 
saplings The eggs are two oi three m number and similar to 
those ot the last but aieraging about 33 1 x 21*6 mm 

Habits. This is a tery common Babax over the greater portion 
of South Tibet, going about in small patties of fi\e oi six birds 
and baling all the habits of the true JLiauglung-Thrushes They 
are great skulkers, keeping much to the ground or to the lowei 
bushes and scrub, and though they come close to dwelling-houses. 


* Bttbasc Zontov i, im nil rufous bird with obsolete streaks onli, is found on 
the Mekong watershed and is turc to enter parts of X. 33m urn 
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they seldom show themselves Then food is chiefly, perhaps 
wholly, msectivoious, and then call is said to consist of two 
Iiaish notes, rnpidly repeated 


Genus TUBDOIDES Cietzsclimar, 1826 

This genus contains the well-known Babble 1 s called ** The 
Seven Sisters ” oxer so great a part of India Unfoitunately 
we cannot employ either Otaieiajtrts or Jlfalacoce? cu<t as a name for 
the genus, and it must now be known as Tut doules 

It differs from the True Tiaughing-Thi ushes of the piecedmg 
genera m lm\ mg the coveting membrane of the nostrils more 01 
less catered by plumes, though they have no o vet hanging hairs 
The nctal bristles aie slioit and stout and the feathers of the 
forehead short, firm and close The tail is about the same in 
length as the wing and well giaduated, the outeimost pair being 
about tw r o-thirds the length of the cential feathers The umgis 
short and rounded, the third or fourth primary being the longest 
There are two species which call foi rem&ik in this genus, 
H'tit tlozdcs tttfcscetis and OT urcloid.es ctne? exfi ons The former, the 
Ceylon Babble i , is supposed to differ in having the featheis of 
the forehead bare at tlie tips and spinous , it has accoidinglv been 
genencally sepal ated ivith Argya subrufa as Layavdva . The differ- 
ence seems to me veiy minute, sometimes linidly Msible, and does 
not constitute sufficient cause foi removal to another genus 
The other characteizstic, lefened to by Uanngton, is the more 
slender, w holly black bill, but the difference betw een this ‘and the 
shorter yellow bill of otheis is budged over by the intermediate 
yellow' and black bill of A. > gya, stibt ufa 

The second bird, the Ashy-headed JBabbiei, differs only from 
tvpioal Tttx cloxd.es in having a longer bill, coloured black instead 
ot pale yellow or white as m the other species There does not 
appear to be any other difference, and though when fiist seen the 
bud appears to be nearer Gan'iiUtx. ox JDtyonastes than 2Vi t dottles, 

I can see no sufficient leason for instituting a new genus for it 
Its habits and nidi fi cation may assist when these aie known 

Key to Sjpecxes and ^Subspecies 

A Throat ashy, mottled with pale brown , 
breast ashy-fulvous 

a Upper plumage paler with very in- 

distinct sh Bit-streaks , . . T, terriooloi iei rtcolor , p 101. 

b Upper plumage darker and browner 

with distinct Bhaft-stieaks , T t. maZabm true, p. 192 

c Paler and more grey everywhere, 

with shaft-streaks obsolete . m T t smdtann* t p. 193 
B Thioat and breast dark brown or 
black with ashy margins 
ei. Tail ashy ana brown, primaries 
edged paler. 
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a’ Eai-coverts blackish and daikei 
than the lest ot the head 
b' 15nr-co\ eits same as the lest of 
the head 

e Tail lutons , piimaries -without pale 
edges 

c Throat and breast mottled -with 
brown 

O Throat and breast umfoimly rufous 
I) Thi oat pale rufous, bi east dark r u fous 


7* fft tseus yt tseus , p. 193 
T g sti tains , p. 194 


T somet villei, p 194 
T ? iifescens, p 195 
T ciitet ctfi on*, p 196. 


(183) Tnrdoides temcolor temcolor. 

Tui. Bengal Jongle-Babbleb 

Pastm tei t icolot Hodge , J A S B , t, p 771 (1836) (Nepal) 
Crateropus canot its JBlonf & Oates, l, p 1 10 

Vernacular names Chatarhtu (Beng ), Pettcji/u-mama ( Ilmd in 
the UP), Sat JBhtzi , Janglz-lchtft , Ghongha* (Hind. ) ; Pedda-Sida. 
(Tel ) , -Ktttch-batchta (Belinr) 

Description. TJppei plumage, co\ erfcs and inner secondaries 
pale brown, cinereous on the head and rump, slightly fulvous on 



fig. 31 — Head of T t ten icolot 


the upper tail-coveits, the back with dark brow n streaks and 
whitish shaft-stupes, tail brown, paler towards the base and 
darkei towards the end, which is tipped with w lute and cross-rayed ; 
wings daik brown, edged with ashy on the outer webs , loies 
whitish with a narrow black line above them , sides of the head 
like the crown, chin and thiont cinereous, * aintly moss-haired 
daiker; breast fulvous ashy with whitish shafts, abdomen, vent 
and under tail-coverts fulvous , the sides tiuged with brown and 
with faint white shafts 

Colours of soft parts Iris white, yellowish white or creamy 
white , orbital Bkin. pale yellow ; legs and claws yellow, chrome- 
yellow, fleshy -yellow oi yellowish white , bill chrome-yellow, 
yellowish white, dirty whitish or, rarely, pale homy-yellow. 

hfeasur ement b Length 250 to 260 min. ; wing 103 to 110 mm. ; 
tail 108 to 115 mm., tarsus about 32 to 34 mm.; culmen about 
25 to 26 mm. 

Distribution. Northern India from the XT P., Eastern Rajpu- 
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tana to Bengal, south to Orissn, across to about the latitude of 
Bombay 

Nxdiflcation The Jungle-Babbler breeds principally m June 
and July after the break of the monsoon, but odd nests with eggs 
may be found any time from March to September They are 
built of grass, leaves, roots, etc , carelessly bound together with 
weeds, twigs and tendrils, and lined with grass or roots, and they 
may be placed in any kind of bush or tree at heights of a few 
inches only to 30 feet from the giound. The usual number 
of eggs is tour, but Inglis has taken seven from the same nest, all 
apparently Fu rdtndea eggs, and not those of the Common Hawk- 
Cuckoo or Tied Cuckoo, both of which victimize this Babbler very 
freely It is sometimes difficult to tell the Cuckoos' eggs from 
those of tlieir fosterers, but as a rule they are much less glossy, 
a softer, more satiny texture and more elliptical m shape The 
Babblers* eggs are typically a deep Hedge-sparrow blue, intensely 
glossy, and lOO eggs average about 25 2 x 19 6 mm. 

Habits The “ Seven Sisters " have obtained this name from 
the fact that they go about in flocks of six to a dozen, but very 
frequently numbering exactly seven, and their sisterhood or 
brotherhood they show by the manner in which each individual 
resents any interference fzom outside to any of the paity yet 
retains full libeity to argue, disagree and fight with any one or 
all of the other six. They aie noisy, hysterical and active birds 
so long as they aie not forced to fly, and anything out of the 
common at once attracts then attention and calls forth a babel of 
comment and assertion which nses crescendo until something else 
diverts them Their excitement seems to he equally intense and 
voluble whether caused by some mere insect or by the murder of 
one of their party by a Hawk They may be scattered at the 
moment, but within a second or two all have taken a few pro- 
digious hops and have collected together either to discuss the 
object of interest or to dete'nd the member m danger. They are 
veiy brave birds, and when attacked throw themselves on their 
back and fight with bill and claws, whilst their comrades throw 
themselves with fury on the assailant, whether cat, huwk or some 
smaller vermin They seem to pi efer the vicinity of humanity to 
the wilds, but are found over their whole tange where the country 
is sufficiently, 3 et not too, densely wooded. 


(184) Turdoides terricolor xnalabaricus . 

T un Southern - J unoijE-Babbx^br 
II a la coco cue malabat icus Jeid , B of I ,11, p 62 (1877) (Malabar 
Vernacular names JPedda srda (Tel ). 

Description Differs from the northei n bird m being veiy 
much darker both above and below, most noticeably so on the 
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chin, throat, breast and Hanks The darker edging to the feathers 
also show up the central pale streaks moie vividly 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the last 
Distribution. India South of the habitat of 2 \ t temcolor 
Hidification and Habits similar to those of the Northern 
Babbler Twenty eggs average about 23 8x186 mm. 


(185) Turdoides terricolor sindianus. 

The Sihd Jungle-Babiilee 

Turdoides temcolor sindianus Ticehuist, Hull B O C , xl. p. 156 
(1920) (Karachi, Sxnd) 

~ Vernacular names None recorded. 

Description Similar to ta tricolor but palei, upper parts greyer 
aud with the dark stieaks lll-deiined or obsolete; throat paler 
dusky grey , belly paler cieam-coloui 

Colours of soft parts aud Measurements as m the other two 
races 

Distribution Sind, Western Bajput&na (Mt. Aboo) and Punjab. 
Hidification Breeds m Sind m July and in the Punjab m 
April, May and June and apparently again m September. 
Twenty-one eggs average 24 1 X 17 9 mm 
Habits Those of the species 

(186) Turdoides griseus grisens. 

The W bxte-hea db » 'Babbbeb 

Turdus ffi iseus Gmel , Syst Hat , i,p 824 (1T8&) (Carnatic). 

Crater opus grtseus JBlanf & Oates, i, p 112 

Vernacular names JKJtyi (Hindi) ; Chmcla or Sida and R 1a.Hi- 
Rjaiam (Tel ) 

Description. Whole upper part of head dingy greyish white ; 
cheeks and eai -coverts biown, upper plumage ashy -brown, the 
feathers of the back with white shaft-stnpes and a black streak 
on either web ; quills black, narrowly edged on the outei w ebs 
with ashy ; tail ashy -brown on the basal and dark brown on the 
terminal halt, which is tipped with whitish; tail and inner 
secondaries cross-rayed with blackish , chin, throat and breast 
dull blackiBh, the feathers edged ashy ; middle of abdomen 
fulvous , remain dei of low ei plumage brown 

The colour of the head vanes greatly, m some specimens, 
obviously young, the head hardly differs iiom the back, and it 
vanes from this colour to a duty or creamy wlute 

Here and theie very pale individuals aie met with which have 
a strong erythristic tendency both above and below, two such from 
Travancore having bright rust-red patches ou the back and breast 
■von i o 





194 


TOfALllSjE. 


a third from Mysore and yet another from the Wynaad show 
similai but less xed markings 

Colours of soft parts Ins creamy or yellowish nhite, orbital 
skin, bill, legs and feet yellowish white to almost chrome-yellow. 

Measurements Length about 230 to 235 mm. , wing nbout 
98 to 104 mm , tail about 100 mm , tarsus about 32 mm ; culmen 
about IT mm 

Distribution Southern India up to a line from Ellore, Secun- 
derabad and Belgaum 

iNidification Bieeds all ovei South India m the plains and 
lowet hills up to some 2,000 feet, having two broods, the first in 
April to Jane and the second m September to November, odd 
buds laying at other times throughout the year. lSTest and eggs 
are typical of the genus, the lattei numbering three or foui, whilst 
sixty eggs average 24 0 x 18 8 ram 

Habits Those of the genus / 

(187) Tnrdoides griseus striatus 
Tun Cbyxok Babbler 

Malacocct ctis strtatus Swains , Zool 111 , p 1 27 (1831) (Cej Ion) 

Or ateropus gi isetts Dlanf Ss Oates, i, p 112 

Vernacular names DemelUchn ( Ceylon ) , JPuml (Tam ) 

Description The Ceylon Babbler differs from T g gi i setts m 
having the head concolorous with the back , the dark and light 
streaks to the back are less u ell-defined 

Colours of soft parts as in the White-headed Babbler. 

Measurements Wing about 110 mm 

Distribution. Ceylon only Individuals are obtained in South 
India which approach thisjrace in colour, hut they aie all, possibly, 
-young birds and should be ref ei red to the foimei ratliei than to 
the present lace 

Hi difl cation This Babblei breeds in great numbers m parts of 
Ceylon, laying normally three eggs, often only two and very 
rarely four Neither nest nor eggs can be distinguished from those 
of T g grtseus , and a fine senes of fifty eggs collected for me by 
Messrs W E Wait and W. W A. Phillips aveiage 23 8 X 
18 4 mm. 

Habits Those of the genus 

(188) Tnrdoides somervrllei. 

Tub Bomuat BabbxiBb. 

Txmalta somervillei Sykes, P Z S , 1832, p 88 (Bombay) 

Ci ateropus somet viiht Blanf & Oates, l, p 118 

Vernacular names. None recoided 

Description Forehead, crown and nape dark bi own, the feathers 
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with narrow pale edges , lores white , sides of the head and neck, 
back, wmg-co\ erts and inner secondaries paler brown tinged with 
rufous, the feathers of the back with white shafts , rump and 
upper tail-coveits feiiugznous, tail reddish brown, both tail and 
inner secondaries ci oss-rayed with blackish ; primaries and outer 
secondaries black, clun and tin oat dark biown, each feather with 
a broad ashy margin , bieasb brown with bioad white shaft- 
streaks •, abdomen, vent aud undei tail-coverts deep ferruginous ; 
tail tipped palei below 

Colours of soft parts. Xus creamy or yellowish white; orbital 
skin pale yellow , bill, legs and feet pale yellow or fleshy-yellow. 

Measurements Length about 250 to 260 mm , \\ mg 97 to 
105 mm ; tail about 100 mm , tarsus about 32 mm ; eulmen 
about 20 to 21 mm 

This species is easily distinguished from all otheis by its rufous 
rump and fa'll and deep ferruginous lower parts. 

Distribution Travancore to Bombay along the West Coast 

XTidificatiou This Babblei breeds throughout its range in 
practically every month of the yeai The nest is made of glass, 
occasionally mired with gi ass-roots, fine twigs, etc , and lined 
with fine roots or grass-stems Xt is placed m a bush or small 
tree, very often in date-palms The eggs which number two or 
thiee, very rarely four, aie of the usual glossy deep blue and 
thirty-six average about 24 2 X 19 5 mm. 

Habits Those of the genus 

(189) Turdoid.es irofescens. 

Tun Cexlokese Babbeeb. 

il Talacoctt cus j ufeseens Bly th, J A S B , xvi,p 463 (1847) (Ceylon). 

Ci a*ei opus i life scans Blanf & Oates, l, p 114, 

Vernacular names None recorded 

Description Whole upp®r plumage and exposed parts of wings 
lufous-brow n , lower plumage feirugmous, browner on flanks, 
vent aud under tail-co\ erts , tail faintly cioss-iayed 

Measurements Xtength about 250 to 260 mm., wmg about 
96 to 104 mm , tail about 115 to 120 mm , tarsus about 32 mm. , 
eulmen about 19 to 20 mm 

Colours of soft parts Iris white, yellow i&h w hits or greenish 
white , bill orange-y ello w, deepest ou the basal half , legs and feet 
dull clu om e-yellow, davits y ello wish-hoi n , orbital skin and 
eyelid pale greenish yellow' ( JJegys ) 

Distribution Cej ion, throughout the dampei portions 

Nidiflc&tion Accovding to I<egge this Babble! bieeds m March, 
April and May, making a nest similar to that of stnatus but very 
carefully concealed Two eggs taken by Mi. MacVicar at 

o 2 
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Bolgodole meaauie 241x180 mm and 233x179 mm Two 
taken for me by Mr W. A T Kellow meaauie 24 2 x 18 1 mm 
and 24 0 X 17 8 mm They cannot be distinguished from those 
of str talus 

Habits The Ceylonese Babbler seems to be a bird of the forest 
and jungle rather than a frequenter of village scrub and open 
country Mr W Phillips informs me that it is not uncommon in 
the Matagama district but that it keeps much to forest. 

<190) Turdoides cmereifrons. 

Thb Ashy-hbabed Babbi.ee 

Gax rutax cvnex e\frans Blyth, J A S B , iz, p 176 (1861) (Ceylon)- 
Ct atei opus cine) e\ft on s JBlanf & Oates, l, p 114 

Vernacular names None recorded 

Description IForehead, crown and sides of the bead cinereous, 
shading off on the nape into the bright reddish brown which is the 
coloui of the whole upper plumage, tail and visible poitions of the 
wings, except the outer webs of the fiist few pumaries which are 
paler , chin whitish , remainder of lower plumage rufous-brown, 
darker on the flanks and under tail- coverts 

Colours of soft parts Iris white , eyelid plumbeous , bill black , 
inside of mouth greenish yellow , legs and ieet plumbeous brown , 
claws dusky-horny ( Legge ) 

Measurements Length about 250 to 260 mm , wing 121 to 
128 mm , tail about 105 to HO mm., taisus 38 mm , culmen 
about 20 to 22 mm. 

Distribution Ceylon only, up to about 2,500 feet 

XTidiffcation. Unknown. 

Habits. This bird is a typical Babbler in its noisy, gregarious 
habits, but it is confined to deuse forests where it is always damp 
and gloomy 


Gtenus ABGTA Lesson, 1831. 

This genus diffeis from Txirdotd.es in its longer tail and in its 
longer, more slender bill The wing also is not so rounded, the 
thud quill being longest or sub equal with the fourth The tail is 
longer and more graduated, the outermost featheis being about, 
halt the length of the cfentral ones Jirgya longvrostrxs has a bill 
longer than the other species but is otherwise congeneuc. 

Key to Species and Subspecies. 

A Head and back distinctly streaked with, 
blackish or very dark brown 
a Chin and thi oat rufous with dark shaft- 

stripes . . . 4 cat ln t p l 07 
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b. Chin and thioat immaculate white or 
pale fall ous 

a' Lower plumage pale fulvous 
a" Abo\ e reddish brown 
6" Above more grey-brown 
fy Lowei plumage ferruginous 
B Head not streaked, back with oval brown 
spots 

C Ho streaks or spots on head or upper 
plumage 

c Chin and throat rufous, lores dark 
d. Chin, uppei throat and lores white 


£p 198 

A can data caudata, 

A c huttom , p 199 
A ffula? is , p 199 

A nialcoltnty p 200 


A sub i ufa t p 201 
A Zongirosti is , p 202 


(191) Argya earlii. 

The Striated Babbles 

JYTcilaf'ocei cus eat hi Blyth, J A S B , xvu, p 369 (1841) (Calcutta) 
At ffi/a eat hi JBlunf & Oates, i, p 105 

Vernacular names JBat ra-phenga (Hindi). 

Description XJpper plumage brown, tinged with rufous, the 
feathers ot the crown largely centred with ver 3 r dark brown, those 



fig 32 — Head of -A curhx 

oE the back with very daik shaft-stripes ; upper tad-coverts obso- 
letely dark-sbatted , tad brown the shafts darker and the feathers 
cross-i ayed; wings brown, the lesser' coverts dark-centred; lores 
grey , cheeks and ear-coverts plain rafescent , chin, throat and 
breast the same, the daik stripes increasing iu size downwards ; 
remainder of lower plumage pale buffy-brown, albescent in the 
middle of the abdomen 

Colours of soft parts Xns bright yellow ; eyelid plumbeous ; 
bill fleshy-yellow, the culmen, nostril and tip daiker horn-colour , 
mouth \ellow , legs plumbeous or fleshy-plumb eous , daws 
pinkish 

Measurements Length about 140 mm ; wing 85 to 93 mm , 
tail about 120 to 130 mm. ; culmen about 20 mm , tarsus about 
32 mm 

Distribution From Sind to the Dun oE Cutch, along the base 
oE the Himalayas to Behar, all over Behar and Bengal, Bast 
through Assam, North and South of the Brahmaputra, through 
Chittagong, Chin Hills and Arrakon to Pegu 
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y Modification Breeds pi inci pally during the rams but at 
diffeient places at different times and in some, as m Assam and 
Bengal, at almost any time of the yeai Xt prefers marshy land, 
where it makes its nest in the reeds, like that of a laige Beecl- 
"Warbler, or it makes a larger, more untidy nest of grasses and 
reed-blades m a low bush 01 thicket of glass The eggs are either 
three or foui in number, of the usual bright, rather deep blue-green 
typical of the genus, in shape a rather broad oval with fine texture 
and considerable gloss Sixty egg*> average 22 8 x 17 6 mm 

Habits This Babbler is a bud of wide giass-pl&tns, marshy 
tracts and sub-montane giass-covered hills, wherever conditions 
are suitable it is sure to be abundant Xt is very gregarious, 
accoidmg to Marshall, being found in flocks even in the breeding 
season They are very noisy birds and have the same follow- my- 
leadei style of clambering through grass and bushes and fluttering 
from one patch of cover to another as have the better-known 
species On the other hand, probably on account of their semi- 
aquatic habits, they do not descend as much to the giound as do 
the other "birds They are chiefly insect feeders 

(192) Argya candata caadata. 

The Common- Babbles 

Cosst/phus caudatu * Dumont, Diet Sci Nat , wit, p 266 (1823) 
Argya cattdata Blanf & Oates, l, p 106 

Vernacular names Hiimt * (Hindi in the South) , Hum (Tam ), 
HedcLo and Lazio (Sind), Ohxl-ehil (Bind in the N W P ) , Peng 
or Ohota-jpenga (Hindi) , Sor (in the N.W ) , Chxnna stda (Tel ) 

Description. "Whole upper plumage fnlvous-brown, each feather 
with a dark brown shaft-streak , vying and tail-coverts with only 
the shafts dark; quills brown, lighter on the outer webs, tail olive- 
brown, croBS-rayed and the shafts very dark, chin and throat 
fulvous -white , lores blown, eai -coverts rufescent, lower plumage 
pale fulvous, albescent on the abdomen and the sides of the breast 
faintly streaked. 

Colours of soft parts. Bill light brown, yellow at base below , 
legs and feet yellow , claws fleshy-brown ; ins brown or yellow 
(Hinghavn ) , ins red-biown (Jerclon) 

Measurements Total length about 230 mm , wing 78 to 84 
jn m , tail about 120 $o 125 mm , tarsus about 28 mm , culmen 
about 19 to 20 mm t 

Dis tribution Every portion of India proper, from Sind to 
E Bengal and Calcutta , from the foot of the Himalayas to the 
Palm Hills , the Lac endives and m Bameswaram Island N ot 
Burma 

Eidificatio n This Babbler bieeds practically throughout the 
year, certainly having two bioods and sometimes possibly three 
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The principal months are March to May befoie the rains break 
and again in July to September The nest is a fairly neat cup 
made of grass, with, roots, grass, bark and other fibrous material 
to a lesser extent mixed with it There is either no lining or a 
very slight one of fine grass stems It may be placed in almost any 
position low down , generally in a thorny bush, but also m cactus 
hedges, orange-trees, babools, tufts of grass, tangles of canes or 
vines, creepers over tiellis-work or any similar site It measures 
roughly about 5 /# x 2|" externally by about 3" x 2", or rather 
less, inside. The eggs number three or tour, in South India 
sometimes only two They are of the typical dark glossy-blue 
colour common to the genus, in Bhape broad, blunt o\ als, whilst 
the aveiage of 200 eggs is 21 2 x 16 1 ram. 

Habits In the North of India this is one of the most common 
and familiar of birds, entering and breeding in compounds and all 
round about villages, but it is found wherever there is open 
country with sufficient cover in the way of bushes, hedges anil 
scrub It does not haunt foiests, but is often found in high grass- 
covered plains when they are drv In the South of India it is said 
to he less confiding in its habits and rather to shun the vicinity of 
human beings Its flight and manners generally are similai to 
those of the last bird, but it is less noisy Its voice is described 
by Jerdon as a “ low, undertoned warbling whistle" and it also 
has a constant soft chattering. 

(1933 Argya candata hnttoni. 

The Afghajt Babbler 

Afalacocei cus huttom Blyth, J A S B , xvi, p <476 (1847) (Candahar) 

Vernacular names None recorded 

Description.. Similar to the last bird but much paler and greyer, 
the central marks, less defined and not so dark It is also a 
trifle larger. 

Colours of soft parts as in the last bird 

Measurements Wing 83 to 9o nun , tail 125 to 135 mm 

Distribution. Afghanistan, Baluchistan and S E 'Persia A 
specimen hom “the Jay River Hills,' Sind, is a veiy typical 
example of this race, but othei specimens from the plains of Sind 
are tiae aaucLata. I cannot separate Hume’s echpes 

Hidification and Habits do not appear to differ from those 
of the Indian bird 


(194) Argya gularis. 

TnS W HITE-THROATED BABBLER 

Chatarrhaea gu7ans , Blyth, J A S B , xmt, p 478 (1855) (E side 
ot Bay of Bengal) 

sArqya gulai is Blanf & Oates, l, p 107 
Vernacular names. Zay-we (Burmese) 
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Description Forehead and short line to the eye grey with 
black streaks , crown to back and scapulars luddy brown, with 
dark shaft-stripes , ramp and upper tail-coverts oli\ e-brown, 
the latter with faint stripes , tail olive-brow n, cross-rayed , exposed 
parts o£ wing olive- brow n, some of the greater coverts indistinctly 
dark-shafted; ear-coveits and sides ot the neck ruddy brown , 
loies black, chin, tin oat, cheeks and upper breast white, re- 
mainder of lowei plumage ferruginous 

Colours of soft parts Ins yellow or reddish brown , legs and 
feet dark yellow, bill pale yellow -horny, culmen and tip dark 
horny-brown 

Measurements Length about 260 mm , wing 78 to 88 mm , 
tail about 140 mm. , tarsus about 35 mm , cuimen about 19 to 
20 mm 

Distribution The dry zone of Central, North and South Burma. 

N ldxftcation That of the rest of the genus The full clutch 
seems to be four though often only three eggs are laid Mr 
Mackenzie gives me the measurements of 60 eggs as follows — 
average 22 6 x 17 1 mm maxima 24 7 X 17 2 and 23 5 X 18 2 mm , 
minima 20 6 x 17 0 and 22 0 X 16 O mm The breeding season 
is fiom eaily April to late May 

Habits “The Zay-we is one oE the mash familiar birds of 
Mandalay and the dty zone general! 3 -, haunting both compounds 
and jungle, and goes by the names of the * bo veil sisters’ or 
* rat- buds ’ There is no mistaking them with then untidy dress, 
dirty white shirt fronts and long, ragged tails. They cannot be 
exactly called 'Xaugr/iin^-Thiushes* as they seem nevei happy, but 
always complaining with their harsh, grating voices They go 
about togethei in parties, and generally seem veiy busy as they 
hop about with tails held at different angles, hunting and turning 
over the fallen leaves 'When they have to fly, which they ahvays 
seem loth to do, they go in foi a legular rocketing flight, with 
their small, round wings extended and their tails spread oat in 
ians ” (if H Haring ton ) 


(195) Argya malcolmi. 

Tub Large Grey Babbles. 

Txmalta malcolmi Sykes, P Z S , 1832, p 88 (Dukhun) 
jAigya malcolmi Slanf & Oates, 1 , p k 108 

'Vernacular names Gfhogoz (Hind ) , Gonxgax (Hind in N W P ) ; 
Gongya (Can ) , KoTcattx (Mahr.) , Verrx-chxnda and Gotoa-sida 
(Tel ) , Shaina (Lucknow) 

Desciiption "Upper plumage dull brown, the feathers of the 
mantle with dark centres; f 01 ahead bluish grey with fine white 
shaft— stiealcs , lores dusky ; ear— coverts brown with pale shafts , 
the three outei pairs of tail-feathers white, the fourth, pair witu 
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the outer webs whitish, the others pale brown, the central one 
cross-rayed , wings dark brown, the earlier primaries horny- 
brown on the outer w ebs, the others edged with the colours of 
the back , entire lower plumage, cheeks and sides of neck 
fulvescent, the throat and bieast darker and washed with 
glaucous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris bright yellow , upper mandible dork 
brown , lower mandible, legs and feet fleshy or fleshy-yellow, 
sometimes tinged with bluish. 

Measurements Length about 280 mm. , wing about 112 to 
119 mm ; tail about 135 to 145 mm.; tarsus about 30 mm. ; 
culmen about 19 mm 

Distribution. The greater portion of the peninsula of India, 
South to the Nilgins aud Mysore, common m Central West India 
and rare in the jSorth- West To the East it is found as far aB 
Allahabad, and further South I have had specimeas sent me 
from Surguja. 

Nidification These birds breed more or less throughout the 
year, but possibly more regularly m the early rains The nest 
cannot be distinguished from that of Thti doides tcrricolot and may 
be placed m a bush, cactus hedge or mango- tree, often at con- 
siderable heights from the gionnd The eggs are usually four m 
number, of the usual shape, colour and texture and one hundred 
average 25 2 x 19*4 mm. 

Habits Like the Common Babbler this bird frequents both the 
wilder and moie jungly tracts, where it is a wild, shy bud, and 
the vicinity of towns, villages and houses, where it is a.s tame and 
confining as it is possible to be It is very greganous, keeping in 
parties even during the breeding season and whatever is the 
business of one bird is the interest of the whole paity. If one 
member is attacked by hawk, snake or other enemy the rest of the 
flock combine to attack and not infrequently will succeed in 
driving it off It is veiy noisy and veiy excitable like the J uxigle- 
Babblei and, like that bird, active on its legs, feeble on its 
wings They eat both insects, seeds and fruit but principally the 
first. 


(196) Argya subrufa. 

Tub Eototjs Babbleh 

Ttmttha subrufa Jordon, jVladi Jouin L> S,p 259 (1844) (Wynaad) 
■jArgya attdi ufa Blanf & Oates, l, p 109 

Vernacular names J'unglt-K.hyt (Hind ) 

Description, forehead deep grey with black shafts , whole 
upper plumage, tail and exposed portions of the wings ohve- 
browu with a lufous tinge, especially strong ou the outer edge of 
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the quills, the tail and upper tail-coreifcs , loies bro« n , cheeks, 
sides of head and neck o li ve-brown tinged with rufous , lower 
plumage blight mtous, paler on the abdomen and sufliised with 
brown on the thighs and under tail-coverts , under w ing-coverts 
and edge of w mg 1 ufous , tail slightly cross-ruyed. 

Colours of soft parts Ins creamy- white to blight yellow, bill 
yellow 01 pale vellowish-horny, the culmen and tip dark blown, 
legs and feet dark fleshy-yellow, yellowish blown, 1 eddish brown 
and yellowish grey •" 

Meas ur ements Length 25 0 to 26 0 mm , w ing 87 to 90 mm ; 
tail about 110 to 115 mm , tin sus about 33 mm , culmen about 
18 to 19 mm 

Distribution The 'Western Ghats from Coonoor and Kotagin 
on the jNdgii is to Khan dal a near Bombay 

Hidificahon The Bufous Babbler makes a nest of leaves, grass 
and creeper stems lined with fine grass stems, which it places m a 
bush oi tiee standing in foiest The eggs seem to be usually 
three m number, sometimes only two, sometimes four They are 
ot the typical glossy, rather dark blue and measure about 24 2 x 
18 5 mm The breeding season is February and March 

Habits Except that it keeps much to jungle and bamboo cover 
away from the haunts ot men, the habits of this bird aie quite 
typical of the genus Its voice is said to be softer and more 
musical than that of the common forms, but it is almost equally 
noisy and active 


(L97) Argya longirostris. 

Tun SuE^nEn-BiraiJED Babbles 

JPyctoi his lortffu ostt is (Hodga ), IVToore, P Z S, 1854, p 104 (Napal) 
jl; f/yu Ion r/ if ostt is Blanf «!c Oates, i, p 108 

Vernacular names Dao-hng txti i (Cachari) 

Desci lption TTppei plumage, tail and exposed paits ot wings 
deep reddish biown, lores, cheeks, chin and uppei throat white, 
the whole lower plumage and the ear-coveits ferruginous, 
becoming albesceut on the abdomen , tail cross -rayed 

Colours of soft parts li is w bite or bluish white , bill black , 
legs and teet dark brown 

Measurements Length about 240 mm , wmg 75 to 79 ipm 
tail about 115 to 120 mm , taisus about 30 mm , culmen about 
18 to 19 mm 

A- t hist Bight tins bird with its more slender, curi ed, black bill 
looks as it it should be put an a geuus separate from the Common 
Babbler with its shoiter bill oi almost bright yellow Its some- 
what spiny-sliafted leathers of the forehead are also a feature 
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winch differ entiates it from cauclcita , bat tlieir differences are 
budged over by the Barge Jiutous Babblei w Inch has an inter- 
mediate shaped bill which is paitly black and has the feathers of 
the forehead with the shalts distinctly stiff and bare at the "tips 
Bh th placed both sitbi ttfa and longzi ostns m a separate genus, 
Layat chct, but m view of the giadation in degree in the character- 
istics defining them, X keep them altogether under ^tigya 

Distribution The Nepal Teim, Bhutan and Baza Duais, the 
Terai nt the toot of the Himalayas, North of the Biahmaputra to 
Sadiya and the grass plateaus ot the hills South of that mei to 
Mampui and Chittagong 

STidifi.ca.tion This Babbler bi eeds not uncommonly on the grass 
plateaus m the Khasia Hills during May and June, making a cup- 
shaped "est of glass, lined with grass stems and placed m amongst 
grass 01 reeds, a bush 01 tangle of brambles, or e\en on an old 
stump or a broken-down wall or bank The egg3 number three 
or four, but me a rather paler blue than me the eggs of most ot 
those of the genera -A.igya, 01 Tuidozdes though quite similar m 
shape and texture Twenty -one eggs aveiage about 21 5 x 
16 7 mm 

Habits These aie of the gregarious, noisy and restless nature 
of the rest of the gioup Hume, m Manipur, and myself, m the 
JSLhosia Hills, found them nearly always in the long grass covering 
wide extents of hill and valley, where they fed both on the ground 
and on the glass and reeds Several of their notes were quite 
pleasant, but the majoiity weie of the discordant character common 
to all these Babblei & 

Genus ACANTHOPTILA Blytb, 1855 

Tbe genus A-ccmthoptila w as instituted by Blvrh for a remark- 
able bnd discoveied many yeais previously, characterized by its 
spinous plumage and long, graduated tail Sharpe originally placed 
this genus m his Oiatei opodtnce bat Oates, in the A\ifanna, 
removed it to the Sylvizdce It has two phases of coloration, m 
one of which the lower part of the head becomes partially white 
Oates considered the change to be a seasonal one, but there is 
nothing in the British Museum senes to show this and X consider 
it is the plumage of the oldei bird This acquisition of white is 
found m other Tzmdlzzne birds such as Gampsoi hynchzts and Gyp- 
soph il a Tn its general appeal ance it is iery close to Sahaas and 
Argya, The featbeis of the upper plumage and breast have stiff 
shafts which become very spinous when worn, the bill is nearly 
as long as the head and gently cun ed ; the nostrils are long, 
lunar-shaped slits , the nctal bustles short and weak; the wing 
rounded and 4th primary longest , tail giaduated and much-longer 
than wing, and the tarsus very strong and about one-third the 
length of wing 



204 


SIUAXirpJB. 


(198) Acanthoptila nipalensis. 

Teh JSpxxnr Baebehb 

Ttmalta nipalensis Hod ga , As Res , xuc, p 182 (18S6) (Nepal). 

Acanthcptila nepdlensts JBlanf St Oates, 2 , p. 886 

V emacular names None recorded 

Description The whole upper plumage, tail and visible portions 
of the wings uch olive-brown, the feathers of the head and back 
with stiff, black shafts, tail cross-rayed darker, lores and the 
feathers behind and below tbe eyes whitish, ear-coverts brown, 
mixed with white ; lower plumage rnfescent, each feather with a 
dark brown shaft-stnpe, these increasing in size on breast and 
abdomen , under tail-coverts and flanks plain rnfescent brown. 



JStig S3 — Head of A. nipalensis 


Some birds, including specimens killed in summer, have tbe 
lower part of head, chin and throat white with glistening shafts, 
and the lower plumage is paler According to Oates this is the 
summer plumage, but there is too little evidence at present either 
to confirm or refute this suggestion. 

Colours of soft parts Sill dasky brown , legs dull fleshy- 
brown , ins smoky-brown {Hodgson, MS ) 

measurements Length about 250 to 260 mm , tail about 125 
to 130 mm , wing 85 to 90 mm. $ tarsus about 30 mm , culmen 
about 18 to 19 mm 

Distribution. Nepal and Sikkim and ? N. W. Himalayas 
Nidxfication According to Hodgson this Babbler makes a loose, 
shallow grass nest, about 6" in diameter by about 2" deep, which 
it places in a fork of a tree Tbe eggs are said to be verditer-blue 
and to measure about 25 x 16 5 mm. Eggs m my own collection 
reputed to be of this bird aie quite different and m type more 
like those of Megcilurus The ground is white and they are pro- 
fusely speckled and spotted with hi own and underlying spots of 
pale neutral tint on purplish lavender. They measure about 
22 x IT mm Their identification is not satisfactory and more 
information is very badly required about the bird and its life- 
history 

Habits Hodgson says that this bird is solitary, tenants low 
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bushes, flies vei y badly and unwillingly, and that it feeds entirely 
on the ground He also says that it is found by bushy nils and 
is a shy, skulking bird. On the label of a Finn ill specimen is a 
remark that this bird is a fine songster. 


G-enus POMATOEH1N U S Horsf , 1821 . 

In this genus the pnncipal distinguishing feature is the long, 
slender bill, either os long as, or longer than, the head, much 
curved downwards and always compressed. The nostril is bare 
and exposed, whilst the feathers of the forehead are short, 
rounded and close The tail is longer than the wing and much, 
graduated, the outer feathers never exceeding three-quarters the 
length of the central pair. 

The young of the genus generally have more rufous or dark 
colour on the breast and abdomen than the adults The bill is 
not fully grown for some months. 

Key to Species 

A With a white supercilium 

a . Bill comparatively short, about equal to 
head 

a’ Breast, throat and abdomen white 

n" Sides of neck chestnut, contrasting 
with upper plumage 
a'" Chestnut of neck produced as a 
hand down flanks 

a* Chestnut band streaked with 
white 

b* Band not streaked 
6"' Chestnut confined to neck 
b" Sides of neck not chestnut 
b' Thioat white , breast ferruginous, not 
stnped 

e' Throat white , breast stnped with olive- 
brown 

b Bill more slender and about half as long 
again as head 
B No white supercilium 

c Bill not longer than head and slender 
d Bill longei than head and very coarse 


P schtstxceps , p 205 
JP mtcAalta , p 208 
P oltvaceus, p 209 
JP hor afield*, p 210 

P Jenrugmosus , p 213 

P. ruficollia , p 216 

JP ochracetceps, p. 217 

P eryihrogenys, p 219- 
JP. hypoleucus , p 222 


Pom atorhinns scliisticeps. 


' Key to Subspecies • 

A. Chestnut hand deep maroon-chestnut 
a Wing over 4 inches 

a’ Barker and more olivaceous above 
d* Paler and moie rufous above 
b. Wing under 4 inches 
B Chestnut hand much paler 


JP. s sahxsttceps, p 206 
JP s ci yptanthus, p 207 
JP s pimtnlh, p 208 
JP. s mearst , p 207. 
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(199) Pom at orhinus schisticeps schisticeps. 

Tub Slaxy-hiaded Scimitak-Babbleh 

JPomat ot hums achtsticeps Hodira , As Bus . m. p 181 (1886) (Nepal). 

131anf & Oates, i, p i 16 * ” 

Vernacular names JPcibdoa ( Beng ) , JPhoyezim-pho oi JPhtn reeam- 
jpiho (Xiepcha), Ehxalcvn o7i (Pai buttiah) 

Description UToiehend to nape daik slate, the shafts darker, 
upper plumage and wing-coverts i uiresoent olive-brown. , a bold 
supercilium horn nostiils to nape white, lores and ear-coverts 
black , a large patch on the sides of the neck extending to sides 
o£ bieast and abdomen uch maroon-chestnut, streaked viith white 
except on the neck, flanks, vent and under tail-coveifcs dusky 
olive-brown , remainder of under parts fiom chm white 



Fig 34 — Head of _P s schtsttceps 


Colours of soft parts Iris pale yellow, pale reddish yellow or 
pale creamy, pale glaucous -brown m young buds, bill pale dull 
yellow, the base of the uppei mandible blackish , legs Blaty, daws 
horny and soles yellowish 

Measurements Iiength about 270 mm , wing about 98 to 
106 mm , tail about 115 to 120 mm , tarsus about 3J mm , culnien 
about 27 mm 

Distribution Nepal, Sikkim and hills Noith of the Brahma- 
putra, how fai East is not known exactly at present, but Stevens 
found it common m N Xakhimpui 

Nidification This Scimitai -Dabbler bieeds freely from the foot- 
hills of the Himalayas up to at least 5,000 feet, but is most 
coin mou between 1,500 and 2,500 feel Xt makes a nest of grass, 
leaves and fibious mateiial, eithei cap-shaped or with the 
materials piodLuced so as to make it domed though the top is so 
fragile that it often collapses and appeals to be only part ot an 
ill- made shallow saucer The -eggs aie tbiee or four m number, 

pure white, as with all Scimitar- Babbleis, fi agile tor their size, 
sometimes highly glossed, sometimes almost or quite glossless, 
generally a distinctly pointed oval, and they measure about 26 4x 
18 0 mm. The breeding season is April, May and June 

Habits l?he Slaty-headed Scimitai -Babbler is a sociable, noisy 
bud but its uotee when disturbed or alarmed are tery mellow 
and musical and duiing the breeding season, when the flocks 
break up into pairs, it has a low, musical “ hoot-hoot,” which the 
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two buds constantly utter as they wandei about hunting for food. 
They Keep much to low jungle, secondary growth aud bamboo- 
jungle and also feed on the ground, turning oier the leaves and 
rubbish just as the true Baughing-Thrushes do 

<200) Fomatorhinus schisticeps cryptanthus. 

Coltabi’s Scimitar-Babbler 

J Pomatot hinus schzsticeps ct yptanthtcs Ilai tert, 13ull BOG, xm i, 
p 35 <1915) (Marglienta, Assam) 

Vernacular names Dcto bxihu-galao (Cachan) 

Description Differs from the last in having the upper parts 
less olive and more rufescent, the red of the neik and flanks a 
brighter, lighter chestnut and, according to Hartert, it is a trifle 
smaller 

Colours of soft parts As m the last bird , the ins is often a 
golden mellow 

Measurements A little sraallei than schxsttcejps , wing 94 to 
102 mm 

Distribution Hills South of the Brahmaputra fiom the J&iKii 
Hills and Cachar to Marghemta. 

Hidification similar to tliat of P. s schxt>txcejp*, breeding from 
about 2,000 feet upwards to at least 5,000 feet but puncipally 
about 4,000 teet It builds its nest oiten m bamboo-jungle and 
also in scrub, edges of cultivation and m forest, especially when 
there are open glades and streams with gutssy banks The 
eggs number three or four, tery lai ely five and sixty eggs a\ ei age 
about 26 6x192 mm The breeding season Justs fiom the end 
of April to late July 

Habits Those of the last bird ; this race, nowex er, is not a 
noisy bird and, unless alarmed oi excited ovei some special find, 
one seldom hears more than- a secret low, chuckling note and tlie 
usual call of “ hoor-hoot-hoot ” It is, of course, a poor flyer like 
all the Scimitar-Babblers but I should not call it a skulkei as it 
often feeds practically m the open bamboo-juugles, wheieit is very 
easy to watch it It can hop at a gieat pace, proceeding in long 
bounds and when so engaged might easily be mistaken for a 
frightened rat Its food is principally msectn oious, but possiblj' 
it also eats giain and seeds 

(201) Fomatorhinus schisticeps mearsz. 

Grant’s Slati-ueabed Scimitar-B vbbler 

JPomtttorhinus meat sx Ogil vie- Grant, Bull 13 O G , xv, p 33 (1905) 
(Tftungdwm) 

Vernacular names !None lecoided 

Description This lace has the chestnut still paler than m 
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cryplanthus, and the edges to the primaries are also paler than they 1 
are m that bird The rufous collar is often very nronounced in 
this race. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other i aces. 

Measur em ents . The largest of the Slaty-headed Scimitar- 
Babblers ; wirfg from 100 to HO mm and other measurements m 
proportion 

Distribution Western Burma, Chin Sills and Arrakan 

Hidification Like that of the last two birds Two eggs taken 
by Mr J. M D Mackenzie m the Chin Trills and four sent me 
from Arrakan measure about 26 x 19 7 mm 

Saints Those oi the species. Appears to be found from the 
lowest hills up to about 4,000 feet. 

(202) Pomatofhinus schisticeps pinwilli. 

SHABFD’s SLATr-HBABBB SoiMlIAB-BABBtEB 

JPomatarhmus pxmmlli Sharpe, Cat. B. M , vu, p 41S (1883,) 
(Simla) 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description A small race of schistzceps t similar m colour but 
with the chestnut a trifle less deep m colour and with the rufous 
collar on the nape more pronounced 

Colours of soft parts as in JP s schxsticcps 

Measurements A small bird , wing from 85 to 95 mm , generally 
about 90 to 91 mm 

Distribution ZST W. Himalayas to Oarimol. 

Midification and Habits similar to those of the other races. 


(203) Fomatorhinus nuchalis. 

Twbbddaib’s SoImitab-B a bbmb . 

JPomaforhtnua nuchalis Twee dd ale, A M N. H , (4) xx, p 636 (1877) 
(Thayetmj o) , Blanf & Oates, l, p 117 

Vernacular names. Hone recorded. 

Description. He s enables a small I* schtstxceps , bnt has the rufous 
of the neck and sides unstreoked with white The rufous nuchal 
collar is also more developed. 

Colours of soft parts Ins pale to golden yellow , eyelid and 
ocular region pale lavender , bill orange-yellow, only the base and 
gape dusky , inside of mouth flesh-colour , legs dusky plumbeous , 
claws homy-biown 

Measurements Length about 225 to 235 mm , wing 87 to 
91 mm , tail about 210 to 220 mm , taisus about 30 mm. , eulmen 
about 25 mm 
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Distribution. Eastern Burma, east of the Sittaung from Fapun 
in the South to the Northern Shan States Mackenzie found it 
not rare at Prome 

Nidification The nest, which has been taken by Col. Harmgton 
and J F Cook, is similar to that of other Scimitar-Babblers. 
The eggs appear to number two or three only. Twelve eggs 
measme about 25 0 x 18 2 him. 

Sabits According to JETarlngton the bjrd haunts the thickest 
of cover, whether bamboo or -other. It is found from some 2,000 
to 6,500 feet or higher 

Pomatorhinus olivaceus. 

ILcy to Subsjoeciee. 

A. Upper parts rufous-brown . . . J P o olivaceus, p 209. 

JB. Upper parts olive-brown . . P o » ipponi, p 210 

(204) Pomatorhinus olivaceus olivaceus. 

Tun Tbnassemm: Soimitaa-Babblee 

JPomatorhinus olivaceus Blyth, J A S B, in, p. 451 (1847) 
(Tenassenm) , Blanf & Oates i f p 118 

Vernacular namds. None recorded 

Description. Differs from the schxshccps group m having no 
chestnut band down the sides of the breast and flanks, the chestnut 
being confined to the sides of the neck The rufous collar ou the 
nape is not very pronounced 

Colqurs of soft parts Ins bright yellow , bill deep yellow, dusky- 
green at base above , legs and feet plumbeous ; daws horny {JKwme 
4r Davison). 

Measurements Length about 230 mm , wing 90 to 96 mm. ; 
tail about 100 to 106 mm ; tarsus about 30 mm , culmen about 
27 to 28 mm 

Distribution Tenassenm, from Moulmem don n to its extreme 
southern point and thence extending into the Malay Femnsula 

Bidification. Bleeds m Tenassenm from Januaiy to March, 
making the usual Scimitar-Babbler’s nest, either globular or cup- 
shaped, on the ground in thick jungle The eggs, either two or. 
three in number, average about 25 4x185 mm 

Habits. Oates writes . “ They live on the ground qr in shrubs 
very dose to the ground, only very occasionally mounting trees 
They conceal themselves so well that they are very seldom seen, 
but when Been they perform fantastic motions, spreading out the 
tail and drooping the wings They have a variety of calls which 
resolve themselves, however, into variations of the words * hoot- 
boot-hoot* constantly repeated They frequent the very thickest 
pieces of jungle, not only wheie the bushes themselves are thick, 
but where the low undergrowth is entangled and intricate ” 

von. i p 
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(205) Fomatorhinus olivaceus ripponi. 

Hahikgiok b Shajt Souuxao-Babbebr 

Pomatoi Amus t tjtponi Hanngton, Bull BOO, rvu, p 9 (1910) 
(Shan States) 

Vernacular names. None zecoided 

Description Differs from the Tenassenm Scimitai -Babbler m 
having: the Colour of the tipper parts olive-Diown instead of 
r ufous-bi own y the tail is concolorous with, instead of darker 
than, the back , the chestnut neck-patch is paler and the bill is 
perhaps more slender 

„ Colours of soft parts as in JP o olivaceus 

Measurements Total length about 210 mm. , wing 85 to 88 
mm , tail about 95 to 98 nun , taisus 25 mm ; culmen about 
27 to 28 mm 

Distribution Shan States and XCachin Dills 

Nidification siimlai to that of tho last bud Eggs tnken by 
Messrs. J F Cook and Mackenzie average about 25 0x17 9 mm. 

Habits This bird vi as iound by Mr Cook frequenting grass 
lands ratii^i than forest or jungle, and lie even obtained it breeding 
in such places Xt is found at all elevations between 2,500 and 
5,000 feet 


Fomatorhinus horsfieldi. 

Key to Stibspccies 

A Sides of neck and bi east blackish blown P h hoi sfieldt, p 210. 

B Sides of neck and breast brown JP h obsctn us, p 211 

C Sides of neck mfescent like the hack P It melanin us, p 212 

X) Sides of neck and breast broadly deep [p 211. 

black ... . J 9 h ti avanconensts, 

(206) Fomatorhinus horsfieldi horsfieldi. 

Thb Decoajxt Sozioiab-Babb&bb. 

Pomatoi hmus hoi sfieldt Sykes, P. Z S 1832, p 39 (Deccan) , Blanf. 

& Oates, i, p 119 

Vernacular names. Namala Pitta or Hasan Pxtta (TeL) 
Description Upper plumage dark earthy-brown with a tinge of 
rafou<*, the head slightly darker , a white supercilium from the 
nostnl to the nape, edged with black above ; chin, throat, breast 
and abdomen white , lores, under the ere, the ear-coverts, the 
sides of the neck and a band bordering the breast and abdomen 
blackish brown , sides of the body, vent and under tail-coverts 
slaty-brown ; tail and wings dark brown, washed on the outer web® 
with the colour of the back. 
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Colours of soft parts Ins brown, maroon-brown or crimson ; 
legs and feet greenish plumbeous , bill yellow, dusky at base of 
lower mandible. 

measurements Dength about 250 to 260 mm. ; wing about 
100 to 105 mm , tail about 105 to 108 mm. , tarsus about 32 mm. , 
culmen about 25 mm. 

Distribution Bombay, Mahabaleshwar, Khandalla, Kanara and 
the plains of M\ sore, Madras and the Deccan. 

Bidification. This Scimitar-Babbler breeds from January to 
May m broken country and low hills up to about 2,000 feet as 
well as in the actual plains, making the usual grass, domed nest, 
which it places on the ground m grass and bushes, or m forest. 
The eggs apparently sometimes number as many as five, but two 
or three are the normal clutch Twenty -four eggs average 26*6 X 
18 3 mm 

Habits Those of the genus. This is a subspecies of the low 
countiy, it being represented by other races in the higher hills. 

(207) Pomatorhinus horsfieldi obscurns. 

Htjmb’s Suimitah-Babbieh. 

2*omatot 7nnus ohscw us Hume, S F., i, p 7 (1873) (Sit Abu) , Blanf 
& Oates, l, p 120. 

Vernacular names Namala JPitta or Eason JPitta (Tel ) 

Description A much paler bird than the last, with no black 
hand separating the w lute of the breast from the upper plumage, 
the sides ot the neck and breast being practically the same colour 
as the back 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as iu true horsfieldx. 

Distribution. So far only recorded from Mt. Abu and Seoni. 

Nidlfication Similar to that of the other races. !Five eggs sent 
me from Mt Abu measure about 23 0 x 17 5 mm 

Habits as m the last, but perhaps does not frequent such dense 
jungles Its range of elevation still requires to be carefully 
worked out together with its full distribution. Butler says that 
it is not gregarious, but goes about either Bingly or in pairs. 


( 208 ) Pom&toThixras horsfieldi txavancoriensis. 

Thu S out H-eb.it Ibdiah a orMrr^it- 'BA-HBT.p.a, 

JPornatoi 7ttn us hot sfteldi £i avancoi iensvt Hanngton, J. B £7. US, 
xxui, p 333 (1014) (Travancore) 

Vernacular names Namala pitta (Tel.). 

Description Much darker than typical hoi sfieldx ; back a rich 
olive-brown, head decidedly darker than back and often blotched 
with black. "White of breast aud abdomen divided from brown of 

3P 2 
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uppei parts by- a broad black band Tool often nearly black at 
the end 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as m hot sfieldz 
Distribution Practically the whole of S. India, South of the 
range otP A ho* sfieldz, wherever there are hills and mountains 
NidifLcation This bird breeds m great numbers m the Nilgina 
and commonly in many other places between 2,000 and 8,000 teet. 
It makes the usual globular nest of grass, more oi less mixed with 
leaves, bracken and roots, very flimBily put together and placed 
either on the ground or low down xn some bush Many authors, 
describe tbe full clutch as four or five, but over tbe greater part 
of its range two or tbree is probably the normal number. They 
aie, of course, the usual pure white, and ten eggs average about 
26 5 x 19 7 mm. They breed in December to March on the West 
Coast but during March, April and Mav m the Nil gins and higher 
hills ‘ 

Habits A gregarious bird, going about m parties fiom half-a- 
dozen to a dozen or more, working through the low bushes, or on 
the ground undei them, for inBectB They employ a variety of 
soft, rather musical notes, bursting into a chorus of abuse and 
loud language when frightened or annoyed Their call-note is the 
usual hoot hoot ot the family. 

(209) Foxnatorlwras horsfieldi melanurns. 

The Obzxoit Soimziab-Baiibaeb 

Pomatoi htnua melamnrua Blyth. J A S B. xu. p 481 (1847) 
(Ceylon) , Blan£ & Oates, i, p 118 

Vernacular names None recorded 

Description Similar to hot sfieldz horsfieldz but with no demar- 
cations betw een the plumage ot the upper parts and the sides of 
the breast and neck, the latter being of the same ferruginous 
brown as the former , the tail is very dark maiked uith ferru- 
ginous at the base 

Colours of soft parts Ins reddish brow » to dull red » orbital, 
skiu and ej eliU dull blue ; bill pale to dark 3 T ellow, blackish 
on the base , legs and feet slaty or greenish plumbeous , feet 
generally more bluish than taisi, claws du*-kv-homy 

Measurements Dength about 210 to 215 iuiii , wing about 
86 to 94- min. , tail about 95 mm ; taisus about 40 unu , culmen 
about 25 to 26 mm 

Distribution Ceylob only. 

The description given above is for the individuals obtained in 
tbe South, where heat and humidity are at then greatest Birds 
obtained on the Horton Plains and at the highest altitudes sre 
more olive than rufous aud paler, less rich, in coloiation through- 
out 1 cannot, however, on the inateiial available define the 
habitat of eithei form, and therefore refrain from naming another 
'new race 
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ITidiflcation Breeds xn the months November to March, making 
a typical Scimitar-Babbler’s nest and laying two 01 three pnie 
white eggs, indistinguishable fiom those of other species ft is 
noticeable that the eggs of Southern Scimitar-Babblers are more 
regularly elliptical and less pointed oval in shape than are those 
of Northern buds, but every variation is to be found in both 
Two eggs of the piesent bird measure 23 0 x 17 8 mm 

Habits These Babblers associate eithei m pairs or small flocks, 
haunting any class of thick cover and working both the ground, 
bushes and the lowei branches of trees for food Legge describes 
their habit of indulging m dances and gesticulations, if such a 
term may be applied to birds. Their voice, flight and general 
habits aie similar to those of the Indian species. 


Pomatorbinus fexruginosus. 


K.ey to Subspecies. 

A Crown oE head nearly black, much darker 
than hack 

B Crown ot head olive-brown or practicnUy 
concoloious with hack 
a Breast bright ferruginous 
b Breast pale ferruginous huff 
c Bieast huffy white or very pale buff 


P f ferriu/tnostts, p.213. 


JP / phaurei, p. 214 
P f albtgularzs, p 216 
JP / marxtB , p 216 


(210) Pomatorhixms ferruginosus ferruginosus. 

The CoEAir-BUfXjED Scmnix-BiBBtEB. 

Pomatoi limits fcrrugvnosus Blyth, J A S B , nr, p. 507 (1846) 
(Daijeeling) , Blanf & Oates, l, p 120 

'Vernacular names. Piong-Tcohut or Pomong-hut (Lspcba) ; 
Bhotetet (Bhut ) ; Peet-gongor (Daphla.). 

Description [Forehead rufous , crown, nape, lores, npper 
cheeks and ear-coveits black, a bioad supercilmm to the nape, 
dim and lower cheeks white , upper plumage, tail and visible 
portions of closed wing olive-brown, tinged with rufouB , chin and 
throat white , breast and centre of abdomen bright ferruginous , 
remainder of plumage olive-brown 

Colours of soft parts. Ins yellow or golden yellow ; bill deep 
coral-red , legs light yellowish brown, sometimes with a greenish 
or leaden tint. 

Iffeasuxements Length about 220 mm. ; wing 90 to 95 mm. , 
tail about 110 mm. , tarsus about 30 mm. ; culmen about 27 to 
28 mm 

Distribution. Himalayas from Nepal to the extreme east of 
Assam, North of the Brahmaputra. 
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Nidification. Breeds in Sikkim, from the* end of April to the end 
of J one, making a globular nest of grass and bamboo leaves, some- 
times lined \iith finer gross, but generally unlined. The nest is 
placed either on, or quite dose to, the ground, generally m dense 
undergrowth, less often in bamboo or thinner jungle The eggs, 
either three or four m number, according to Hodgson sometimes 
five, are the usual pure white, and twenty eggs average about 
23 & x 17*7 mm 

Habits. This bird is generally found at considerable heights 
from 4,000 feet up to at least 6,000 feet, seldom breeding below 
the former. Its habits differ in no way from those ot the better 
known pliayrtz 

(211) Poxnatorhinus ferruginosus phaytei. 

PhATBE’s CQBAX-BZLZiBS 

H*omatot htnusjphat/ret JBlyvh, J A S B, xvi, p 462 (1847) (Arrakan), 
Blanf & Oates, l, p. 121. 

Vernacular names. Dao-Jttl^i-giajao (Cachan) , Tnrtii-gojo (ICach n 
Nags). 

Description. Similar to the last, but the upper plumage olive- 
brown with no rufous tinge; above the white supercilium there is 
a trace of a black line ; the under parts ore much more rufous 
The crown is practically concolorous with the bade. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements os in fcvrugvnjonua 

Distribution Hills South of the Brahmaputra, Ohm Hills and 
Arrakan Yomas 

XTidification. Breeds in considerable numbers in the Kbasio 
and N. Cachar Hills between 3,000 and 5,000 feet, most commonly 
at 3,000 to 3,500 feet The nest as the usual football-shaped affair, 
lying on its side, very loosely and untidily made, principally of 
bamboo leaves and bracken, more or less mixed with grass, roots 
and a few leaves In most neBts there is no true lining but, in 
a few, fine grass is used for this purpose. The entrance, which 
may be anything up to 4" wide, is at one and low down and the 
ends of the materials stick out all round, half hiding it from sight. 
The nest is sometimes placed on the ground, bat far more often 
in bushes some feet above it, and I have taken one nest which lay 
on the top of a bush about 7* feet up, easily visible from the hill- 
path above but looking like a mass of rnbbisb blown together by the 
wind against a jutting branch. Three is the number of eggs most 
often laid, sometimes four, frequently two only- Fifty eggs 
average 27 1 X 19 1 mm The breeding season lasts from May to 
July but I have seen neBts with eggs both in April and late August. 

Habits Phayre’s Scimitar-Babbler is a bird of thick forest and 
dense undergrowth, found but little in bamboo-jungle and still less 
in the grass-covered bills, except in the mornings and evenings 
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when feeding. It is to be met with both m pairs and m small parties, 
silent as a rule but occasionally bursting into a chores oF rather 
sweet, full notes when anything of special interest is seen or if 
suddenly disturbed. They slink about m a very rat-like manner 
on thegiound under the bushes but move from one piece of cover 
to another in big bounds, only taking to wing when actually forced 
to do so They fly much like the Iiaughing-Thrushes, alternate 
sailings and furious flappings, tail bent up or down and wide- 
spread and legs carried well forward and down unless the flight is 
prolonged They are not shy birds and aie very inquisitive and 
cannot resist a closer acquaintance with any novel sight or sound 
I have Been these birds mobbing a civet cat much as the birds of 
the genera Tmdotdes and jkrgya will mob a village cat which 
invades their territoiy. 


(212) Pomatorhmus ferruginosus albignlaris. 

BxiYTh’s Scimitah-Babbleh 

JPomatorhmus allngularts Hlyth, J A. S B , xxiv, p. 274 (1855) 
(hluleyit Mt ) , Blanf A Oates, i p 121. 

Vernacular names None lecoi decl. 

Description. Similar to the Coral-billed Scimitar-Babbler, but 
the crown is very little datker than the back. A black line extends 
above the white supercilium The breast and abdomen are a very 
pale fen ugi nous, or pale bull! with a faint rufous, tinge 

Colours of soft parts. Ins creamy- white to bright yellow ; legs 
and feet pale greenish or yellowish brown , bill deep vermilion or 
coral-red 

Measurements A rather larger bird than j phayt ei, w ith shorter 
bill; wing about 95 to 100 mm , bill about 24 to 25 mm 

Distribution. Mountains oE Tenassenm South to Tavoy and 
Noith to Karen Mills 

MidifLcation. Mr K. Macdonald found it breeding on the Taok 
plateau 60 miles east of Frome The nest was of the usual type, 
and the eggs, two or three in number, measured about 24 6 x 
18*4 mm. 

Habits similar to those of the other races 

(213) Pomatorhizms ferruginosus marias. 

W ALDEN’b SciUITAUr-BABBLEB. 

JPomatoi hunts mat its Walden, A M N B, xv, p 403 (1875) 
(Tounghoo Hills) 

Vernacular names None recorded 

Description. This is a pale form of albigulans , and the under 
parts are very pale bufE with no tinge of rufous 
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Colours of soft parts and measurements as in the last bird 

Distribution Toungoo and Karen Kills, Tametlien, Upper 
Burma. 

N idiflc ation and Habits Nothing recorded 

This and the lost bird are undoubtedly only races of JP ferrugi- 
nosus, although the extremes of difference between buds from 
Nepal and birdef from the Kaien Kills are ieiy great. 

Pomatorhinus raficollis. 

a 

Key to Subspecies 

A Upper plumage 1 uddy bt own JP i i vficolhs , p 216 

B Upper plumage olive-brown . JP r baket t, p 217. 

(214) Pomatorhinus raficollis raficollis. 

Tab Nbfil Btjfous-bboeeu S oxmita r-Ba bbluu 

JPomatot Annus t yficollis Hodge , As Hob , zix, p 182 (1836) (Nepal) , 
Blanf & Oates, i, p 122 

Vernacular names JBhzakun oh (Parbnttiabs) 

Description Upper plumage, tail and closed wing ruddy 
brown , a broad white supercilium from the nostrils to the nape ; 
lores, under the eyes and enr-coverfcs black , sides of the neck 
blight ferruginous, -extending Co the hind neck and forming a 
collar , chin, cheeks and thioat white , lower throat, breast and 
•centi o of abdomen white streaked with olive-brown, sides of 
abdomen and bieast, vent and under tail-coverts olive-brown 

Colours of soft parts Bill yellow, pale at the tip and with 
three-quarters ofc the culmen nearly black; ms pale led to crim- 
son , eyelid- plumbeous ; feet pale brownish plumbeous, pale 
gieyish or greenish plumbeous ; claws brownish horny 

measurements Length about 195 to 205 mm., wing 78 to 
84 ram , tail about 8d mm. , tarsus about 27 mm , culmen about 
20 mm 

Young nestlings have the whole breast rusty red The bill is 
entirely yellow. , 

Distribution Himalayas, Nepal to Eastern Assam, North of 
the 33iahmaputra 

Nidification. This Scimitar-Eabbler breeds fiom the end of 
Apiil to June from 4,000 to 6,000 feet, making the usual bail- 
shaped nest of gi ass, bracken and fern fronds, etc., placed on the 
ground m gross, weeds oi bush undei growth The eggs vary from 
three to five and are white like all other Scimitar- Babblers but 
have very little gloss Bitty eggs average about 2d 0x380 mm. 

Habits The EufOus-neckod Scimitar-Babbler frequents eleva- 
tions between 3,000 and 6,000 feet, being found stdl lower in 
w'inter and Ingiier m summer It keeps much to forest witn 
plentiful undeigiowtli, but also may be sometimes found on - 
sides covered mainly w»ith long grass and bushes 
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(215) Pomatorhinus rnficoUis bakeri. 

BaKEH’S EuIOUB-NEOKED SoiBOIABr-BASBlEB. 

Pomntoi hintis t itfieollis bakert Haring ton, J B N H S , xxiu, p 336 
(1914) (Shillong) 

Vernacular names AToJi-Afci a (An gam i ISTaga) 

Description Similai to tne last bird, but paler and olive-brown 
above rather than rufous-brSwn , below it is more fulvoas and 
white instead of olive-brown and white 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as m ? ujicolfas, bat 
the bill is rather more slender 

Distribution Hills South of the Brahmaputra m Assam, 
Manipur, I/ushai, Chin Hills, Knchm Hills. 

1ST idific ation Breeds in tbe ELhnsia and N. Cftchar HiPs in May 
and June, and in tbe Eastern Hills m April also Eater nests 
taken in July and August are certainly second broods They 
nest everywhere befcw een 3,000 and 6,000 feet, and though they 
seem to prefer humid foiests, also sometimes build in recently ' 
deserted patches of cultivation where the grass and scrub is stilL 
scanty and low The nests are the typical domed ovals oE grass, 
bamboo and bracken leaves, but they are, perhaps, rather more 
tidy and smaller than most, measuring about 8" long by 6" wide 
and high. They lay thiee to five eggs which average (50 eggs) 
23 4 x 17 4 mm 

Habits Those oE tbe genus Xt keeps much to evergreen forest 
but may also be found in open bamboo jungle where it scratches 
about amongst the fallen leaves for a small bug-like insect on 
which it feeds 


Pomatorhinus ochraceiceps. 

j "Key to Sxtbspecias. 

A Throat and breast white 

a Tipper plumage blight ochraceous P o ocht aceicejos, p 217- 

b Upper plumage olive-brown . P o austeni , p. 218 

B Throat white, hi east pale ochraceous P o alniothynchus, p 219. 

(216) Pomatorhinus ochraceiceps ochraceiceps. 

Xix-orn’s Soiuitab-Babblbb. 

Pomatoi hmus ocht ctceiceps Walden, A M N H, xu, p. 487 (1873) 
(Shan States) , 131auf & Oates, z, p 123 

Vernacular names Hone recorded 

Description Upper plumage blight ochraceous, the inner webs 
■of the quills pale brown; tail paler ochraceous, tbe terminal 
halves Of the feathers suffused with brown ; lores and feathers at 
the base of the upper mandible black; a nanow white superciliutu 
from nostrils to nape, ear-coveits rich hair-biown, chin, throat. 
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breast and centre o£ abdomen pare white ; flanks, vent and under 
tail-coverts ochrnceous. 

Colours of soft parts. Ins pale brown — probably young birds 

to yellowish red and bnght yellow , bill vermilion with a d usky 
patch next foiehead , legs and feet yellowish or greenish brown 



jp*ig 35 — Head of JP. o ochraeeteeps 


Measurements. Dength about 220 mm ; wing 86 to 92 mm , 
tail about 105 to 110 mm ; tarsus about 32 mm , culmen about 
SO to 32 mm 

Distribution. The Karen Hills and Kafenni, Mts. of 
Tenassemm 

ifcdiflcation unknown. 

Habits. Those of the genus, but Davison says that be sometimes 
found them in comparatively open spaces and also that he saw 
them moving about model atelv high up m the branches of trees. 
They keep above 3,000 feet and are found m pairs, not flocks 

(.217) Pomatorhiuus ochraceiceps austeni. 

Hume’s SciMEPAit-BAUBLEa 

Poinatoi hinus austeni Hume, S F , x, p. 152 (1881) (13 Manipur), 
Blanf & Oates, i, p 123 

Vernacular names Tnruv-gna (Kacha Noga). 

Description Differs from the last in having tlie upper plumage 
pale olive- brow n, merely tinged with ochre on the head and neck 
The flanks, vent and nnder tail-co verts aie also olive-brown 

Colours of soft parts as in 1\ o oehiaceireps 

measurements as in P o ochraceiceps, but the hill measures up 
to 36 mm 

Distribution Hitherto only obtnmed in the Eastern Manipur 
Hills and once, for certain, iu .Eastern Cachar 

Hidiflcation Dike the other species of this genus, Hume's 
Seimitar-Babblei makes an oval domed nest of grass and bamboo 
leaves A nest taken by myself at about 5,000 feet contained 
four eggs measuring about 27 8 x 19 3 mm It w as taken on the 
*19 th of June 

Habits This bud seems to he found between 5,000 and 6,000 
feet and upw'aids in the xnoie humid forests with ample under- 
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growth. JDittle is' known about it, and even its distribution east- 
wards is still a matter of doubt 


(21S) Pomatorhiiras ochraceiceps stenorhynclms. 

Austen's S oxmxtajk- Babbi.ee 

IPomatoi 7 ttnus stenorhynchus Blyth, J. A. SB, zIti, p 43 (1877) 
(Sadiya) , Blanf & Oates, i, p 123 

■Vernacular names. Inrut-gna (Eacha Naga) 

Description. Differs from P. o ochraceiceps m being much paler 
and less richly coloured throughout. The flanks and abdomen 
are tinged with rufous-buff. 

Colours of soft parts and measurements os m the last 

Distribution. Hills South of the Brahmaputra from N.£.Cachar 
and Naga Hills to extreme Bust Assam and Sadiya North of the 
Brahmaputra. 

Nidiflcation Similar to tbat of other Scimitar-Babblers Of 
the few nests taken in 17. Caclmr some were placed on the ground 
and Some on bushes or tangles of vines ana creepers a few feet 
abote it. The eggs numbered three or four, generally the latter* 
and rarely five, and were, like those of JP. o aitstem , longer in 
proportion to their size than those of most of the genus, thirty 
eggs averaging 25 2 x 18-3 mm They are also rather more fragile 
m texture All the nests were found in forest, but generally close 
to a jungle -path, stream or open, glade The breeding season 
appears to he from the middle of May to early July. 

Habits I found this Scimitar-Babbler in pairs only, haunting 
wet, cool forests with a fair amount of undergrowth, but not the 
dense scrub and grass so belo\ ed by some of its nearest relations. 
It was, comparatively speaking, a very quiet bud, each of the pair 
uttering from time to time its soft, full “ hoot boot ” or a pleasant 
whistling chuckle Dike the lest oE their tribe, they spend most 
of the tune on the ground turning over the leaves and debns 
in search of food but, according to the Nagas, when the various 
figs are upe they work high up into these trees in quest oL the 
uisects which infest the fiuit It is a bird of high levels, from 
5,000 feet upwards to at least 9,000 feet in the Naga Hills 


Pomatorhiiras erythrogenys. 


Key to Subspecies 


A. Hanks deep rufous 

a. Br eas t almost pure white 

<*' W ing over 89 TnTn p 

V Wing under 89 mm p 

b Breast pale grey, streaked with white 2* 
c Breast white, streaked with black 2* 

B Hanks olivaceous _p 


e erytlu agenys, p 220 
e tmberbts , p 222 
e hannyttmi , p 220 
e gt avivox t p 221 
e macclellandi , p 221 
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(219) p omatorh inns ©xythrog’enys erythrogenys. 

Yigobb'b Eubti-oheeeed Scimhaa- Babbler 


Fomatot hzmts etytJn oaonys "Vjitois, p Z 
Blanf & Oates, 1 , p 124 


S , 1831, p 173 (W Nepal) 


Vernacular names. JBan-buIn a (MuBsoone) 

Description Upper plumage, closed wiLgs and tail olive- 
biown , lores wlute, streaked with grey , some wlnte feathers on 
the eyelids, a moustachial stripe, led neai the bill and then 
black , toiehead, ear-coverts, sides of the neck, thighs and under 
tail-co verts chestnut, sides ot brenst and body chestnut washed 
with °In aceoua , chin, throat, centre of bieast and abdomen 

white. There are only the faintest indications of eiev stnss on 
the breast 


Colours of soft parts Ins light greenish white, jellowisli white 
or pale blight yellow, legs and feet fleshy or fleshy-biown, bill 
yellowish-horny 

_ .Measurements Length about 280 to 290 mm , wing 95 to 
105 mm., tail about 100 mm . , tarsus about 40 mm . cnlmen 
about 33 to 35 mm 

Distribution N W Himalayas to Simla. 

Modification These birds bleed in May and June, making the 
same kind of laige oval nest os the othei birds ot this genus They 
ascend at least as high as 8,000 teet and possibly to 10,000 but are 
most often found m summer between 3,000 and 5,000. They build 
on grass-covered hills and in open sciub— jungle more frequently 
than the other species do and nests may often be found some little 
distance tom heavy covei Hodgson says they lay thiee or four 
**56® hut two will be found haid-set far moie otten than four 
J hirty eggs average about 27 9 X 20 3 mm They are rather 
broad ovals*in shape 

Habits The Musty-cheeked Scimitar-Dabblers haunt both 
underwood an dense forest, grass-covered sides ot lulls and 
■deserted patches ot cultivation where the vegetation is still sparse 
They feed like .the lest of the genus on grubs, beetles, earth- 
worms and insects ,ot all kinds, and their voice is the typical 
triple “hoot” They* consort in small parties of three or four to 
a dozen individuals, are secretive m their habits, though not 
leally shy, and they indulge in the same conversational outbursts 
and quaint dances that their xelations delight in. 


(220) PomatorMnus erythrogenys hanngtom. 

Baker’s SusTr-ozzssKEu Soimitar-Baubcer 

Foma torhmu8 hat motom Stuart Baker, Bull. B O O , ixxm, p 123 
(1914) (Diupling) 

Vernacular names Ybngo-7vut-pho (Lepcha) 
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Description This race diffeis from tlie last in having the whole 
chin, throat and upper bieast dark ashv, the leathers ofc the cmn 
and throat having white bases and those of the breast white 
cential streaks 

Colours of soft parts ns in P e erythrogenys 

Measurements This form is a little smaller than the last, 
w mg 92 to 102 mm 

Distribution Himalayas, Grarlrwnl to Silclkim 

UidifLcation Breeds m May and Tune at all elevations between 
2,000 and 8,000 feet. The nests and eggs cannot be distinguished 
from those of the last 

Habits do not differ from those of -P. e et yilirogenys 

(221; Pomatorh inns erythrogenys maccleUandi. 

McCx.m. 1 . Aim's Sciuitib- Babbseb 

JPomatoi hinus maeclellandi Jeidon, JB ofX,n, p 32 (1863) (Hhasia 
Iiills) , 131 an f & Oates, i, p 125 

Vernacular names JDao-gw mm-bxiJcit (Cacbari). 

Description Xn this race the flanks are olnaceons instead of 
rufous, and the b least is white stieaked with dark ashy brown 

Colours of soft parfs as in erythi oqenys 

Measurements This is a smallei bird than the last two, 4 with a 
wing of about 87 to 93 mm In this, as m all the Scimitar- 
Babblers, the female is decidedly smaller than the male, and the 
smaller dimensions gi\ en refer to that &ex. The bill is only about 
30 to 32 min and inoie slender than in the previous two laces 

Distribution Assam, South of the Brahmaputra and Clnn 
Sills 

XTidification similar to that of the last two birds forty eggs 
average 263x193 jn The bleeding season lasts from, early 
April to late Tune, and nests may be found at all elevations 
between 2,500 and 6,000 feet 

Habits These do not differ from those of other buds of the 
same genus, but this race wandeis down iery low in winter, for 
Stevens obtained it in the Bakhimpur plums mTanuary to March. 

(222) Pomatorhinns erythrogenys gravivox. 

David’s SciMSXAn-BASBLnn. 

JPomatoi hvnusgi avtvoi David, Ann Sci. Nat , xvni, p 2 (1873) (So uth 
Shensi). 

Vernacular names Cht-ba-zoo-graw (Kacbm) 

Description Differs from P e macclrllanrit m having the flanks 
rufous and the breast streaked with black. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as m P. e. maeclellandi 
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Distribution Bhamo Sills, Yuunau into China 

Nidification This Sci m itar-Bn bbler breeds m some natoBers In 
the Bhamo Sills from 6,000 feet upwards and Harmgton took 
several neats at 5,500, which he describes as domed and placed on, 
or close to, the ground The eggs are laid fiom the middle of 
March to early May and usually three form the full clutch, 
sometimes two only They are rather broad ovals and measure 
about 2 0 x *21 O mm 

Habits Sarington records that this bird is veiy noisy in the 
mornings and evenings, having a fine Blackbird-like song, which 
it often repeats 

( 223 ) Pomatorhinns erythrogenys imberbis. 

Salvaoobi’s Scimitah- Bajbbi«bk 

Potnaiot htnits xmbatbts Salvad . Ann. Mub. Civ Gen., (2) vis, p 410 
(1889) (Yado, N E Lei to) 

Vernacular names None recorded 

Description Practically the same m coloration as Vigors's 
Ifcubty-eheeked Sczmitar-Habblei but much s mallei . 

Colours of soft parts as m Vigors* s Scimitar-Babbler. 

Measurements. 'Wing about 84 to 88 mm. ; tail about the same ; 
tarsus about 37 mm , culmen about 30 to 31 mm. 

Distribution Hills of Eastern Emma from the Ruby Mines to 
Tenassei ltn. 

Nidification Mi J P Cook found this bird breeding at Eolaw 
m some numbers in thm glass and scattered scrub-jungle at an 
elei ation of about 3,200 feet The nest he describes as like that 
of othei Scimitat -Babblers and on the 13th Apnl he took a single 
egg, hard-set, measuring 26*0 X 20 3 mm. 

Habits Prequeuts grass-land and thm sciub rather than forest 
or heavy jungle 


Pomatorhinns hypolencns. 

Key to Subspecies 

a Sides ofhead not streaked with wlute . . . P h hypoleucvs, p 222 

b Sides of head streaked with wlute P h ttckelh, p 223 

(224) Pomatorhinns hypolencns hypolencns. 

The Abbikav Soimitab-Babblek 

Othoi htnus hypoleucus Hlyth, J. .A. SB, xxiv, p 278 (1876) 
(Aiznkan) 

Pomatoi htnus hypoleucus Blanf & Oates, l, p. 126 
Vernacular names. Dao-Jtoot (Cacban) 

Description Upper plumage ohve-brown, deeply tinged with 
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rufous ou the tail and exposed parts of closed wmg , ear-coverts 
and cheeks greyish bi own ; lores grey, a line commencing above 
the eye, passing over the ear-coverts and termin. iting m a broad 
patch behind them bright rusty, chm, throat, breast, and abdomen 
white ; sides of breast deep slaty streaked with white, the breast 
with a few small spots or slaty-grey ; sides of body and thighs 
rufous-ash v ; under tail-coveits ferruginous 

Colours of soft parts Ins brown to deep led-brown . the 
naked patch behind the eye is a dull hvid, or bluish flesh -colour ; 
bill pale horny with a yellow, grey or green tinge m it , legs and 
feet pale plumbeous or slaty-giey 

Measurements Length about 300 mm ; wing 105 to 1X2 mm. ; 
tail about 110 to 120 mm ; taisus about 38 mm. , culmen about 
40 mm. 


Fig 36 — Head of? i hypoleucus 

Distribution Assam, Noith and South of the Brahmaputra, 
Chittagong, Mampui, Xjushai, Airakan and the Chin Mills. 

Nidificataon This Babbler breeds principally at quite low 
levels throughout its range, hut may be found nearly up to 
4,000 feet It breeds m the end of March to early May' making 
a huge oval nest about a foot or more m length by neaily as 
much m breadth. It is composed of leaves, glass and bamboo 
spathes very roughly and loosely put together, nearly always on 
the ground, rorely on a bush or tangle of creepers Twelve 
eggs average 30 6 x 22 1 mm 

Habits The Arrakan Scimitar-Babbler is always found in 
pairs, hopping about on the ground in the thickest of under- 
growth, and it is particularly partial to the most impenetrable 
cane-brakes in swampy places. Its voice is the tuple “hoot” of 
the genus, but can be distinguished from that of the previous 
birds by its depp mellowness. Inghs says that the male has a 
deeper hoot than the female This species eats small shells, 
snails, etc., as well as the usual insect food of the other species. 

(225_) Fomatorhinus hypoleucus tickelli. 

TicxbiiIi’b Scum ah-B abb i.x;ii 

J’btnatorhmus ttckelh Blyth, J A S B , xxiv, p 273 (1875) (Tenns- 
senm) , BJanf & Oates, i, p 127 

Vernacular names None recorded. 
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Description. Differs fiom the preceding bird m being a richer 
oli\ e-brown above and m having the rufous bead-patch, streaked 
with white, the streaks increasing an size and extending on to the 
rufous of the neck and shoulders. 

Colours of soft parts The legs and feet vary a good deal, being 
pale bluish green, very pale brown, 01 pale whitish blue, the 
upper mandible pale brown, the lower mandible pale whitish blue , 
ins pale to daik brown and brownish red , naked patch behind 
the eye flesh-colour, more or less stiongly tinged blue (JfZtcme $ 
Davison) 

measurements as m P h. 7iypoleucus. 

Distribution. Teuassenm 

19 idiAc&tion Mr. C Hop wood describes its nest as like that of 
the Axrakan Scimitar-Dabbler, but placed m clumps ot bamboo 
and made of tendnls, twigs and loots Xt breeds apparently 
from January to MSuch, and lays two or three white eggs 
measuring about 30 2 x 22 7 mm 

Habits Davison lemarks that this Dabbler keeps much to 
thick undergrowth, either m pans or small parties, keeping to the 
ground more exclusively than any of the other Scimitar-Dabbleis 
known by him 

Genus XIPHIEAMPHUB Dlyth, 1843 

The genus Xiphxramphus differs only from Pomutor hxnus m 
having a much lougei, more slendei and still more curved bill It 
contains but one species 



(226) Xiphiramphus snperciliaris. 

Tan SuarsxB-BnaxD S cr&na? ah-D abbibu. 

SKiphirttmphus super ctltarrs Blyth, J A. S B , ari, p. 17& (.1842) 
(Sikkim) , Blaaf & Oates, i, p 128. 

Yfi fn np.nl ar names. JZcurrioTc-tamvecp (Depcha). 

Description Xaoies black ; chin and throat white streaked with 
ashy , a white supercahuin, the rest ot the head slaty-grey , upper 
plumage knght rufous-biown ; tail dark brown or blackish, the 
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outer webs tinged with rufous at the base ; wings dark brown, 
the outei webs olive-brown and the mnei secondaries rutous- 
brown x breast and abdomen ferruginous , flanks, vent and 
under tuil-coverts lufous-brown , thighs plumbeous. 

Colours of soft parts. Ins led-brown to almost vermilion , bill 
black, paler at tip ; legs dull grey, horny-grey, or plumbeous 
brown. 

Measurements. Length about 210 to 220 mm. , wing about 
72 to 77 mm , tail about 90 mm , tarsus about 30 mm ; culmen 
about 55 to 60 mm 

Distribution. Sikkim, Bhutan and hills South of the Brahma- 
putra I obtained it in both the EZhasia and Cacliar Bills, and 
hove had it sent me from the Naga Bills 

Bidification This bird breeds from April to July between 
4,500 and 8,000 feet, but as a rule over 5,000 feet It makes the 
usual gross- ball nest, rather mote tidy and neat than most 
Scimitnr-Bnbblei s and measuring roughly about 6" in diameter. 
The eggs, three to five m number, are like those of the genus 
Pomatoi htnus , and. measure about 23 8 X 18 1 mm 

Habits These are typically those of the Scimitar-Babblers, but 
as far as 1 saw they were always m pairs, not flocks Their voice 
is a high-pitched replica of the tuple f boot,” a quite sweet note 
and not often uttered They were seen frequently in bracken 
and fern cover and are also sometimes found m Fine forests m 
which the undergrowth is very scanty and confined to the ravines 
and hollows 


Genus TIM APIA Horsf , 1831. 

The genus Txmalia consists of a single species, which is charac- 
terised by the pec uliar rigid shafts of the feathers of the forehead 
and crown and by its deep black bill The tail is longer than the 
wing and much graduated, the outer feather being about lmlf 
the length of the central ones 



Fig 38 — Head of T bcngaien*it> 

Timalia pileata. 

Key to Stibsjoecies 

A Abdomen full ous , upper plumage darker T p bengnlcnns, p 220 
13 Abdomeu rusty-buff, upper plumage paler T p jet doni, p 227 
von. i q 
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Big 39 — Tvmalta p bengalcnsiB 


{ 227 ) Timalia pileata beng-alensiB. 

The Bmnoai. JEtBUD-OAsrsja Babbmsb 


Twialxa bengalensis, Godw -Aust t J A SB, xli, 2, p 143 (1872) 
(Khaatft Hills) 

Txmelut pileata Blaiif & Oates, l, p 132. 


Vernacular names. Dao-maogasha gashim (Cacharij , Jngeto 
(Kucha UTaga) ; Vongnavi (Mikir) 

Description l^orehead and short snperoilium white , crown, 
deep rufous , ear-coverts white in front and ashy behind , upper 
plumage and exposed part of wings olive-brown ^uged 'vxth 
fulvous, the mantle suffused with ashv and with blaxdosh. shafts , 
tail brown, stiongly oross-rayed, cheeks, cbm and throat vhite, 
bieast white with black shaft-lines, sides of neck J^ep grey, 
ru nn ing on to sides of breast , remainder of lower parts f ul\ ous 

or dull buff. 
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Colours of soft parts. Ins deep, bright red . eyelids blue-grey, 
legs dark blackish or puiplish brown, claws horn-colour, bill 
black 

Measurements. Total length about 170 to ISO mm , wing 55 to 
64 mm , tail about SO mm , culmen about 15 mm. 

Distribution. How ex hills and sub-montane tracts from Nepal 
to Eastern Assam 

NidifLcation These little Babblers breed from April to July, 
piobably often having two broods They build either on the 
ground, or \eiy close to it, in grass-land, cane-jungle and m low 
sci ub and mixed jungle The nest zs domed and measures about 
7" x4" with an entrance nen the top about 2” m diameter, it is 
composed of bamboo leaves oi grass, according to whichever is the 
most easily obtained and is lined with glass or, occasionally, a 
few fine loots The eggs, which number either three oi four, 
rarely five, in a clutch, aie broad, obtuse o\als m shape and with 
stout, glossy textuie The giound-colour is generally a pure 
chin n-w lute, laiely pinkish and they aie densely covered all o\er 
with spots and blotches ot umber and reddish brown Eoity 
eggs ateiage 18 3 x 13 2 min 

Habits The Red-cupped Babbler fiequents plains and low hills 
of grass, leeds oi bush-jungle, laielv, if ever, entering forest-land 
It goes about in pairs, creeping about the lowei cover and e\ ery 
now and then taking little flutters to the top blanches oi longest 
glasses, and then diopping down again after uttering a few sw eet 
notes They call constantly to oue another but aie not noisy 
birds They are round flora the plains up to about 3,000 feet, 
but moie often below 1,000 feet than ovei 


(228) Timalia pileata jerdoni. 

The Bubmesu Red -capped Babjbler 
Timaha yet donz Walden, A 31 N H , (4) v, p 61 (1872) (Pegu) 
Vernacular names None le corded 

Description The whole plumage more ferruginous than in 
T p bengalensis , the sides ot the bieast and flanks are more 
ohve, but theie is more white m the centie 
Colours of soft parts as in the piecedmg race 
Measurements Oil an aiei age this is a larger bud than the 
Bengal foi m, the wing measuring from 60 to 68 mm and the othei 
paits iu piopoitiou 

Distribution Piactically the whole of Burma in suitable 
localities from the plains up to some 2,000 oi even 3,000 feet , 
Siam to S China 

Nidification Bleeds fiom jVTay to July, making a nest similar 
to that of the last bud, placed in the same kind of situation The 

Q2 
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eggs also lesemble those of the western form, but measure about 
18 7 X 14 9 mm 

Habits Do not differ from those of the last bird Haungton 
states that he only found the bird m damp low-lying places m 
"Up pei lluiina, whilst Oates speuks of its frequenting gardens 

in Bower 13urma 

* 


Genus BUMET1A Blyth, 1849 

This genus, which contains two common species, resembles 
2 T t mciha veiy closely in structuie, especially m the stiffness of 
the ireatheis of the forehead and crown The essential difference 
between the two genet a is that in Dumetia the hill is much 
smaller, more slender and of a pale coloui, wheieas in STtmaha 
it is laiger, deepci and black 

t 

Ken to Sjieetes and Subspecies 

A Ohm and throat i ufons . D hypei y tin a, p 238 

31 Chin and throat white [p 229. 

a Forehead only pale rufous • D albiyulai ts nlbiqulai is, 

b Wliole crown lufous with pale shafts D a abuensis, p 230 

(220) Dumetia hyperythra. 

Tun Brjrous-Bs&xiBD Babbler. 

Ttmalta liyperytfna Frunhl,, 1 % Z. S, 1831, p 118 (Ganges near 
Benares) 

Dumetia hypei ythi a JBlanf & Oates, i, p 133 
Vernacular names None recorded. 

Description Forehead and anterior half of crown reddish 
brown, the feathers of the former rigid and pointed, with large 
fulvous stieaks and with the shafts black when viewed in certain 
lights , featheis round the eye white , uppei plumage, tail and 
exposed wing olive-brown, the tail cross-iaye.l , cheeks full ous 
with pale shafts , ear-coverts like the uppei plumage but palei 
and with still paler* shafts, entire low er jilumage pale fulvous 
Colours of soft parts Ins light to daik brown , bill pale liornv 
or pale livid brown , legs pale fleshy-white to fleslij-giev 

measurements . Total length about 335 to 145 mm , wing 53 to 
56 nun tail about 65 nun , tarsus about 18 to 20 mm. , culmeii 
about 12 to 13 nun 

Distribution This little Babbler is found South as fiu m 
K hatidala on the West and the Godaveri Valley on the Bast 
Thence it is found throughout the Central Provinces, Cksntial 
India, Cliota Xagpur, the diy western poitions of Bengal, Onssn 
and Behai, and thence to the Bower Himalayas from Sikkim to 
Kuintion To the "West it occui s ns fai as longitude 76 
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Nidification The ltulous-bellied Babblei breeds fiom eaily 
June to the end of August and eaily Septeinbei , making a ball- 
•sbaped nest of grass aud bamboo leaves, lined with finer glass 01 
a little hair, sometimes with no lining at all, in size it \nnes 
m diameter fi 9111 5 to 6 inches Often the nest is placed m, or 
at the foot of, n clump of bamboos, at other times 111 glass, 
bushes 01 cactus hedges The eggs nunibei thiee 01 four, and 
aie in shape short, blunt ovals with a smooth and lathei glossy- 
texture The ground is white vaiyiug occasionally to pink, and 
they are latliei piofusely maiked all over with specks and blotches 
of light reddish to daik brown, generally moie numerous at the 
larger end h'lfty eggs aveLage 17 3x138 min 

Habits. This little bird is a typical Dabbler in all its wa}S 
Though much mote shy than the ** Seven-Sisters ” gionp, it has 
the same gregmious, cheeilul habits, the same follow-my-leader 
style of clambering along fioin one tuft of grass or one bush to 
another and, like those birds, is xery conversational and aigumenta- 
tive ; though it indulges 111 softer notes and feweL quarrels Jt 
prefers mixed sctub and glass, 01 grass alone, to other haunts, 
but may also be found in bamboo-jungle and tlim forest or 
secondary grow th 



Fig 40 — Head of 1? a albigulans 


(230) Dumetia albignlaris albigularis. 

The SnAiiTi White-thboatbd Babbles. 

Malacocet cus albitjulai t a Dlytli, J A. S B, xvi, p 463 (1847) 
(Mysoie) 

Dumetia albiffulm is Dlarf & Oates, 1 , p 134 

Vernacular names. Pandx-QitUj. (Tel ) ; Batitchva (Ceylon). 

Description. Similar to the last, but with a pure white throat 

Colours of soft parts. Ins white to pale grey, bill fleshy, 
horny-brown on culmen , legs and feet pale fleshy 01 livid fleshy, 
claws hoinj r 

Measurements. Total length about 150 to 155 mm , wing 52 to 
56 inm , tail about 57 to 64 mm , tarsus about 18 mm , culmen 
about 12 to 13 mm 

Distribution. Ceylon and South-West India as for North as 
Belgaum 

Uidification. In Ceylon this little Dabbler has two bleeding 
seasons, and Mr. Wait has taken eggB from November to Maich 



-COU 


TIMALIIDjE. 


and again in June and July, but in S. India it appeals to breed 
principally in the two latter niontlis It is found from the level 
of the plains up to at least 3,000 feet, making a little ball-shaped 
ne**t of grass about 4 to 5 inches in diameter and without any 
lining It may be placed on any kind of glass, weed or scrub- 
jungle, the first being the favounte and either on the ground or, 
moie often, wedged m amongst thorns and glass The full 
clutch is either thiee or four and the eggs are miniatures of those 
of Ttmctlxct and hardly distinguishable from those of the last bird 
Pitty eggs average 17 8 x 13 5 mm 

Habits The White-throated Babblei may be found in almost 
any hind of cover other than actual forest lake the last bird, it 
associates in small parties, which feed either on the ground or 
low down in the bushes and grass, skulking about much in the 
same way as Txzrdoxd.es and -Aj> gyci, constantly uttering a low 
chattering call with an occasional louder whistle or chirp Like 
the otherB of the genus, they are almost entirely insectivorous, 
and are peculiarly fond of ants and termites Their flight is weak 
and ill-controlled 

• 

(231) Dumetia albignlaris abuensis. 

Tjtb Mount An n Babblbu. 

Dumetia albxqularxs abuensis Hnnnrton, J.B N H S, xxin, p 429 
(1916) (Mt Ahul 

Vernacular names JPandi jitta (T«jl ) 

Description Differs from the last bud in haung the whole 
crown chestnut and the under partB much daiker 

Colours of soft parts as in the last, but the ins daik brown 

Measurements tne same as m the last 

Distribution The country round Mt Abu, Deesa, and down to 
Mahabalesh war 

HidifLc ation and Habits as in Dvmetta a albxgularxs. Three 
eggs taken by Xaeut H E Baines in Deesa measure about 
17 6 x 14 0 mm. 

Genus GAMPSORHYHCHUS Blytli, 1844 

This genus contains but one Bpecies, races of which are found 
from Sikkim to the Malay Peninsula 

They -are birds of rufous oi golden-brown plumage w T ith white 
heads and breasts, but the young differ from the adults m having 
the white replaced with the colour of the upper paits, a feature in 
which they differ from neaily nJJ tbe other Uhmalxidai 

The tail is longei than the wing and much graduated, the outei 
fentheis being less than two-thuds the length of the control pans 
The bill is about half the length of the head and very Shnke-hke m 
appearance , the rlctal bristles are very long. The tarsus is typi- 
cally stout, hut rather short in comparison to the size of the oir 
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The habits, which are now well know n, agree well with those 
of the more aiboieal Txmalxudas , but their nullification would seem 
to link them with the genus "Polvocxvora and its allies Its 
position is exti emely doubtful, but for the present I letam the 
genus in the position gi\ en it bj r Oates 



Fig 41 — Head of G r nifuhts 


Gampsorhynchus ruftilus. 

j5 'ey to Subspecies. 

A Upper plumage golden-brown . G. t i-ufulus, p 231 

3 Upper plumage rufous-brown G r torquatus, p 232 


(232) Gampsorhynchus rufulus xufulus. 

The W hme-headeb Shkike-Babbleb. 

Gampsoi hynchus nifuhts Blyth, J A S B , xm, p, 371 (1844) (Dar- 
jiling) , Blanf & Oates, l, p 135 

Vernacular names Chongto-phep-p7io (I<epcha) ; Daophlantu- 
tiba (Cachan) 

Description The whole head, neck and breast white , nctal 
bristles black and white m front, pure white behind ; upper 
plumage, tail and w mgs golden brown , lower and median coverts 
and edge of wing white , quills dark brow n , tail edged interiorly 
and tipped with yellowish buff ; lower plumage pale fulvous 

Colours of soft parts Ins pale lemon-white to deep golden 
yellow , bill pale flesliy-homy, darker at base and on culmen , 
legs reddish brown 

Measurements Total length about 250 to 260 mm , wing 90 to 
100 mm , tail 110 to 120 mm , tarsus about 26 to 28 mm , culmen 
about 20 to 21 mm 

The young bird has the w hite of the head and breast replaced 
with light chestnut, the fulvous of the abdomen extending on to 
the lower breast , there is no white on the wing and the upper 
parts are more rufous 

The adult plumage probabl* takes two years for completion, as 
the mole has been found breeding in semi-mature dress 

Distribution The lower hills of Sikkim and Bhutan, Assam 
North and South of the Brahmaputra, Chin Hills and Arrakan 



232 


tiuaxudje. 


3Sf ldxfLcation Breeds in forest, making a shallow cup-shaped 
nest of dead leaves, a scrap or two oi moss, one or two tmy- twigs, 
all carelessly and untidily bound together with cobwebs and lined 
with fine roots and tendrils The whole structure lemmds one 
more of a Cuckoo-Shrike’s nest rather than that oi a Babblei . 
One found by myself was built in a small fork of a Btraggly bush, 
quite unconcealed and easily reached by hand It contained four 
eggs with a pale yellowish giound-colour well covered with 
freckles, specks and blotches of reddish brown, numerous every- 
where but more so at the larger end They w ere much like large, 
dully coloni ed and hi own eggs of Copsychus They measured 
23 I X 17 1 mm , and were taken, very hard-set, on the 9th August. 

Habits This curious Babbler is found during the cold weather 
principally between 1,000 and 2,500 feet, frequenting bamboo-, 
bush- and grass-jungle and, less often, secondary growth In the 
breeding season it is found nearly up to 4,000 feet, and then 
deserts the lighter f-orm of cover for the densest and dampest 
forests It is like the birds of the genera Gan tilaa. and Trocholo- 
ptet urn m being very gregnuous and very noisy, but, unlike 
them, keeps entirely to tiees and bamboos and never works 
on the gionnd for its food They are intensely curious and 
by no means shy, and will allow close observation without 
resentment They fly fairly well and are much more active on 
the wing than most of the Txotolxxdat. 


(233) Gampsorhynclras rufulus torquatus. 

Thb Bing-heoee n Shjuee-Babbleb 

Gampaot hynchus torquatus Hume, P A S B , 1874, p 107 (IToung- 
zahn Haver) , Blanf & OateB, i, p 186. 

'Vernacular names None recorded. 

Description Differs from <?. r rufulus m having the upper 
plumage rufous-brown , the outer webs of the first primaries and 
the taps oF all horny-grey ; the tail is edged ana tipped with 
white instead ut buff and the sides of the neck are marked with 
rufous and black 

Colours of soft parts as in the last bird, but the legs are described 
as ** greyish white, slaty white or fleshy white with a blue tinge ” 

.Measurements as m White-headed Shnke-Babblei 

Distribution. The Toungoo Hills and Knienm to Tenos- 
qeum 

Midification unknown 

Habits do not seem to differ from those of the W inte-headed 
Shrike-Babbler Davison procured them both in bamboo and 
evergreen forest 
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Genus PYCTOBHIS Hodgson, 1844 

This genus is peculiai to India, Burma and Siam and, if one 
includes Jtfoupima pceeilotis "Verieaux, to China 

It is chai actemzed by a very short, deep bill without a notch 
and with oval and exposed nostrils , the tail is long and well 
graduated, the outeimost feathers being about half the length of 
the central ones 

This genus was vei y well worked out bj Hanngton, with whose 
conclusions I am m complete accord, hut yet another geogiaphical 
race named by Ticehurst must be added to the numbei 


Key to Species and Subspecies 


A Bill "black , forehead plain rufous 
a Nostrils yellow. 

a' Upper parts paler 
V Upper parts darker and ucher 
b Nostrils black 

B Bill yellowish brown , forehead blackish 
with giey maigins 
c Uppei plumage i eddish biown 

cf Chin, thi oat and upper breast whitish 
d' Chin, chroat and upper breast giey 
d Upper plumage eaithy-biown, cbm and 
throat white 


JP sinensis sinensis, ip 233 
JP s saturatioi , p 234 
P s nasahs. , p 235 


[p 235 

JP alttrostns altuostns, 
JP a griseigulm is, p 236 

P a scmdicus , p 237 



Fig 42 — Heid of JP s sinensis 


(234) Pyctorhis sinensis sinensis. 

The Ihtdiak - Yeltxiw-exed Babbles 

JParus sinensis, Gmel , S N , i, p 1012 (17881 (Sina) (China) 
JPyctorhis sinensis Blanf & Oates, l, p, 137 

'Vernacular names Ga l-chasm or Stilal-chasm (Hind., South) ; 
Bai a-podna (Hind , N.W P), Yen a Kdli-mtta (Tel ) 

Description Whole upper plumage, ear-cot erts and sides of 
the neck rufescent brown, changing to cinnamon on the exposed 
parts of the wing-quills ; lores, a short eyebrow, the eyelids, chin, 
throat, cheeks and bieast pure white, abdomen, vent, flanks 
and under tail coverts pale fulvous , tail faintly cross-rayed 

Colours of soft parts. Ins pale lemon-yellow to brightest golden ; 
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bill black, yellowish at the nos tills , legs pale orange — 3 allow 
claws pinkish , mouth 3 'ellow in. winter, black m summer 7 

Measurements. Length about 170 to 180 min , wing 65 to 
70 mm , tail about 85 to 90 mm , tarsus about 25 mm , culmen 
about 1 2 mm 

Distribution "Whole of India and Buuna, except those portions 
noted as the habitat of the next form. South to Tenassernn and 
extending into Siam and .Annum 

Didification In Assam this Dabbler breeds principally between 
the 15th May and 15 th Julv, but in Inch a, further south, they 
breed tiom June to September, whilst Col Sparrow took them 
in Trimulgherry in October The nest is a beautifully built cup 
or inverted cone of fine soft glass and fibre lined with the same 
and well bound with cobwebs It may be placed in a bush, 
a weed, a clump of gross or in sugar-cane or crops In Assam 
they build m the centre of the great seas of siin-giass which run 
lor miles over the undulating plateaus between 1,000 and 8,000 
feet and are never found elsewhere, but in otliei paits of India 
they build in all kinds of scrub- and grass-land and even in 
gardens The eggs numbei three to five and vary greatly in 
colour The most common type is pale yellowish or pink 
m ground-colour, rather densely maiked all over with light red 
speckles and spots or more rarely blotches Another type has 
bold smears and blotches of pah* pinky ted. reddish hi own or 
deep purple-brown, sometimes with a Few irregulai stieaks and 
hues and generally with some underlying marks of a dull neutral 
tint A third t>pe has a pure white giound with bold blotches 
of deep purple-biown at the lazger end 300 eggs average 17 9 x 
3.4: 9 mm , the maxima aie 20 3 X 16 5 and 20 1 x 16 6 mm , and 
the minima 16 8 x 15 0 and 17 O X 13 6 mm 

Habits Found at all elevations frotn the plains up to nearly 
6,000 feet, but is most common under 2,500 feet It is not a 
gregarious bird, but keeps in pairs, wandeung about in glass, 
suub, secondary growth and even in garden* and the bushes 
surrounding villages, but never m forest It clambers about 
much as the typical Dabblers do in the lower growths, but does 
not feed on the ground and flies better and moie freely than 
they do It has u sweet note, almost a song, m the breeding 
season, 'which it frequently utters from the top oE some high 
piece of gloss or other perch elevated above its surroundings 


(233) Pyctorhis sinensis saturatior. 

Tun Bhutan Yellow-bihd Bawheb. 

2*//ctoi Ins sinensis saturatioi Ticehurst, Dull 33. O. O j xln» P 
(1922) (Bhutan Doais) 

V ernaculai names None lecorded 
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Description “ Upper parts, especially head, saturated , veiy 
dark brown, paling only on the rump Chestnut colour of wings 
darker ” (3Tt ce7iurst) 

Colouis of soft parts and Measurements as in the last 
Distribution “ Bhutan and Bu\a Dooars, Sikkim” ( Ticehmst ) 
I cannot distmguibh this bird from those obtained in Nepal and 
the whole of West Assam, Noith of the Brahmaputra Buds fioin 
the South of this liver and fiom Bengal and the Chin Hills are 
nearer the tf picnl form 

I? ldification similar to that of the typical race and 12 eggs in 
my collection average exactly the same as those of that bud 

Habits This is a common bud mall the wide grass-cohered 
areas fiotn the toot-hills up to at least 0,000 feet It lias, of 
course, exactly the same habits as the last bird, from which it is 
only very slightly distinguished in coloui 


(236) Pyctorhis sinensis nasalis. 

Tub Cnxnoxr Temow-iyed Babbler 

Pi/ctoi his iiasahs Legge, A M N H, (5) in, p 1G9 (1 879) (Ceylon) , 
Blanf & Oates, l, p 188 

Vernacular names Ten a-Kah-jitta (Tel ) 

Description Differs from P s sinensis in liaiing the exposed 
portions of the xving-quills concoioious with the hack, and in 
having more w'lute on the bides of the head 

Colours of soft, parts sunilai to the typical foim, but w'ltli very 
little or no yellow about the nostrils 

Measurements Aiathei smaller bird than the Indian form, 
wmg 59 to 63 mm and othei measurements in proportion 
Distribution Ceylon only 

Hidification Bieeds fiom December ( TV IV Phillips') to 
May ( Legge), making a ne&t similar to that of P s sinensis but 
laying only tw o oi three eggs The few eggs I have seen 1 esemble 
the most common type of egg described above for P s sinensis , 
but they only measui e 17 5 x 13 8 mm (19 4x 14 4 mm , /Acme) 
Habits The same as those of the preceding subspecies 


(237) Pyctorhis altirostris altirostris. 

Jes&ob’s Babbles 

Chi i/somma altn osti u J erd , Ibis, 1862, p 22 (Thayetmy o) 

Pyctm Ins altirostris Blanf. & Oates, i, p 139 

Vernacular names None xecorded 

Description Porehead and a broad stripe to the eye hoary grey 
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with, black centres to the feathers , sides of head and neck lufous- 
giey-brown , whole upper plumage reddish brown, daikest on the 
wings and tail , chin, throat and upper bieost whitish , lemamder 
of lowei plumage pale fulvous. 

Colours of soft parts “ TT pper mandible pale horn-colour, low er 
pinkish fle^h- colour , ins hazel-brown , eyelid and orbital 
greenish > ello w , legs and feet pinkish bi own ’* (Oates) 

Measurements Total leiigth about 165 mm , wing 57 to 
62 mm , tail about 80 mm , taisus about 22 mm , oilmen about 
12 mm. 

Distribution The plains of Low ei Burma 

NicUfication A nest and eggs sent to me as belonging to this 
bird do not differ from those of the Yellow-eyed Babblei, the 
egg 8 being of the boldly marked cream-coloured type. The five 
eggs mensuie 17 0x14 1 mm 

Habits This Babbler seems to be confined to swampy, low- 
lying plains, cohered with ekra or elephant-grass where it is very 
abundant It is, however, such an inveterate skulker and flies so 
seldom that it is very hard to watch or to shoot unless high 
floods practically cover its hiding places It lives in great part 
on grasshoppers, large and small, and its note is said to be quite 
diffeient from that of sznensts but has not been more minutely 
desci ibed 


(238) Pyctorhis altirostris griseignlaris. 

Huufs Babblbb. 

JPyctorhts gi tsetgularis Hum e, S F , v, p 116 (1877) (Assam) 

Vernacular names Txn-sorai (Assamese) 

Description Uiffers from Jerdon’s Babbler in having the chin, 
throat and upper breast grey instead of white, and the lower 
breast, abdomen and flanks dull rufous instead ot pole fulvous. 

Colours of soft parts “ Bill pale horny, nearly white towards 
base of lower iqandible , legs pale fleshy or orange-brown , feet 
darkei ” (ETume) , iris brown or golden brown, eyelid aud orbital 
skin yellowish gieen. 

Measurements Wing 62 to 64 ram 

Distribution The sub-Hun alay an plains fiom the Bhutan 
Duars to the extreme east of Assam , Cacbar and Sylhet Plains. 

Hidlfication I found tins little Babbler very common and 
breeding in gi eat numbers in the ekra and elephant-grass plains 
in N I/akbimpur, where I took several nests These are facsimiles 
of the neat, compact cups of the Yellow-eyed Babbler, but ore 
less often shaped like inverted cones, having the bottom rounded 
off The nests found were always spotted by the bird being seen 
to quit,' otherwise in these vast seas of grass they would never be 
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aeen, for though they will sit on the nest until an elephant or 
buffalo almost touches them, they slink ana) amongst the grass 
lohg before a man on foot can get near them X obtained nests 
in the months ot Apul and July, but presume they are principally 
“ Earns ” bleeders when their food — grasshoppers — aie most 
numerous The few eggs X have seen aie very beautiful, hating 
a pale or bright pink ground-colour, with handsome blotches and 
smears of reddish brown, or light red with 8f*condar\ markings 
of neutral tint Fourteen eggs average about 18 lx 14 6 mm 
Habits This little Babbler seems to be found only m the 
plains or m the rolling stretches of ** sun-grass ” lands on the 
loot-hills ot the Himalayas It is found always in pairs and 
always in grass of some hind though this may be anything fiom 
two to tu enty feet high Xt has a sweet little song of some dozen 
notes or so which it sings from the highest piece oi grass near its 
nest 


(239) Pyctorhis altirostris scindicus. 

The Srsrn Babbles. 

JPyctoihis altirostris scindicus Hanngton, Jour fi N H 8 f xzm, 
p 424 (1918) (Sukkur in Scind) 

‘Vernacular names Mullala (Sind) 

Description Differs from Jerdon’s Babbler in having thfe upper 
plumage tulvous, chin and throat white, breast and remainder of 
low er plumage ochraceous 

Colours of soft parts as in P a aUit ostns 

Measurements Wing 65 mm , culmeu 12 mm 

Distribution Sind only 

Nidiflcation and Habits. Nothing recorded 

Genus FEXtLOBNEUSf Swamson, 1831 

Xn this genus X include Hanngton’s three geneia — JPeTlorneum , 
Scotocichla and Drymocatajohus , the last and first only ot which 
Oates recognized in the Avifauna These genera have generally 
been divided on account of the alleged difference m the compara- 
tive length of wing and tail, but a glance at the measurements of 
the various species suffices to show that this does not form a 
sufficient giound fur their separation Thus JPcUorneum jaalustre 
has always been accepted as a typical JPeTlorneum, yet this is the 
only epecies or race in the three genera in which the tail exceeds 
the wing m length. Xn all the other species the tail is olw'ays 
shorter than the wing, and the three genera only differ in this 
respect m degree 

Xu Pellorneum, os now accepted, the tail is shorter than the wing, 
with the one exception of JP palustre , but is equul to oi longer 
than tw ice the length ot the tarsus , the bill is about equal to, oi 
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n little more than, tlnee quartets tlie length of the head, straight 
and notched at the tip , the nostrils are not o\erhung by hairs 
and the nctal bristles are 1 eiy short 


A r ey to Species and Subspecies. 


A Breast boldly streaked with dark brown, 
a Mantle not streaked 

a ' Crown rufous . . , . . . 

b' Crown pale cliestnnt ... 

c' Ciown da.iL chestnut . 

b Mantle streaked with dnik brown 

<V Upper back streaked witb dark bi own 
a” Less olive, more lufous 
b' r Less rufous, more ohi e 
c' TJppiu back with no definite streaks 
B Bi east, eti eaked bioivn and gi<»yi«h buff 
C Breast either not sti eaked at all or only 
obsoletely so 

c Crow n concnloi ous with bnck , forehead 
w ltliout pale shafts 
/' Above ful\ ous olive-brown . 
y ' Above lufescent olive-brown 
tl Ciown concoloious with back but toie- 
hend pale ah tiffed 
h* Jhea*-t tanged biownisb 
t' Breast tinged blight lufou-t 
r Ciown darker tlian hack 

j‘ Cep nearly cliocolate-hiown 
hf Cn]> oliv e-brown 
l’ Cap black 


JP nificcps ntficepa, p 238 
P r subachraceum , p 2Si) 
2* * grant!, p 240 


P i mandelltt f p 240 
JP t joncsi , p 241 
P t minus , p 242 
JP jpaluttte, p 242 


JP ticket It tickelti, p 247 
P 1 furwuienti'i, p 24K 


P lynotum ty not urn, p 24 ‘1 
P i cmnamtnnrunif p 244 
[cujnlhim, p 24B 
1* jftrscicttpi Hum fuse i- 
P f babaullt , p 24C 
P nigt icajntatum, p 246 


(240) Pellomeum ruficeps ruficeps. 

Tub Si’omso Babblbh 

JPtsllorneu.ni iu.fi cep* Swains, l 7 JBoi -Am , Buds, p 487 (1831) 
(Nil gins) , Blauf &. Oates, i, p 141 

Vernacular names Adavi-hka-yrttu. (Tel.). 

Description Forehead, ciown and nape dull lufous, whole 
upper plumage and exposed parts of wings, sides of neck and tail 
olive-brown, the latte 1 tipped with white, loies and an indistinct 
supercilium creamy-white , sides of the head rufous, palei than 
the ciown and mottled with black lound the eye, and the ear- 
coverts streaked with brown, chin, thioat ana cheeks white, 
lowei plumage white or pale full ous white boldly streaked with 
black on the breast and flanks and suffused with olivaceous on 
the latter and thighs , under tail-cove its olive -brown edged with 
white. 

Colours of soft parts Xns red to crim son-lake, but cinnamon- 
brown in tlie young , uppei mandible dark brow n, lowei white to 
fleshy-white, legs, feet: and claws fleshy -white 
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Measurements Length about 160 to 170 mm. , wing 72 to 
76 mm , tail 64 to 67 mm , tarsus about 26 mm , cu linen about 
17 to 18 mm 

Distribution The Indian Peninsula south of EZhandesh and the 
bills of Chota Nagpur. Cachai birds formeily identified foi me 
as tvjtcejps aie nearer mintu, but the normal birds of this part of 
Assam are mandelh t "Birds of 8 W. India from Cooig, Wynaad, 
S W Mysoie and Travancore belong to the race called gt anti 

Nidification This bird breeds in March, April and May, 
making a very rough globe-shaped nest of leaves and glass, very 
flimsy and fragile and, according to Miss Cockbum, often a mere 
canopy for the eggs, winch re**t on fallen leaves and rubbish It 
is uivai iably placed on the ground and generally under shelter of 
a stone oi bush The eggs are either two or three in number 
and in shape bioad, legtilat ovals The general colour is a iery 
pale greenish or 3 'ellow isli white profusely speckled and freckled 
all o\ er ‘ r w ith reddish brown and underlying spots of pale grey 
and neutral tint They average about 21 1x16 3 111 m 

Habits The Spotted B tbblei is found from about 2,000 feet up 
to some 6,000 feet oi higher, descending lower in the winter but 
not nppaiently breeding Accoidmg to Miss Cockburn and 
.Teidon it iroes about 111 ••mall flocks when not nesting, but other 
obseiveis lecard it as being found in pairs or singly It haunts 
stiub-jungle and secondary growth and ako undergiowth in tree- 
foiest, not ascending into trees but, on the other hand, often 
hopping about on the giouuil 111 senicli of its insect food It 
keeps up a const nit chattel and has a wide \aiiety ot notes, 
occasionally loud and discoidant but foi the most, part soft and 
often sweet and pWSing It is a shy bud and shuns obseimtion 

(241') Pellorneum ruficeps subochraceum. 

Tin. JMac w Spoited JIaiuilcii 

Pellorneum biiboiht aesum Swinli , A M N II , (4) 111 , p 259(1871) 
(Rang-oon) , Jilanf & Outes, 1 , p 142 

Vernaculai names None teconled 

Description Ver\ close to the last bird, but has the ciown 
chestnut and is smaller 

Colours of soft parts “ Ins red , uppei mandible d.uk brown, 
lowei yellow at the base, changing to light brow'ii at the tip, 
legs light biowmsli yellow * (dates) 

Measui ements Wing 62 to 08 111 m , aieiuge about 64 inm. 

Distribution Lower Bui 111 a from Toimgpo and the Kaien 
Hills to the Malay Peninsula, Annum and Cochin China 

Midification Apparently pmu tly like that cl J* ? mandelln , 
described hereafter Bleeds from Match to August, pi obablj 
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having two broods The eggs only differ from those of P i 
mandelhi in averaging rather smaller , 20 measuie about 21 6 x 
16 4 mm 

Habits Those of Mandelli's Babbler. 


(242) Pellomexun ruficeps granti. 

The Tbata kcoeh Shotted Babbleb 

Pelloi neum 1 itficejps grantx Hanngton, Bull. B O C, xxxrn, p 881 
(1918) (Tiavaneore) 

‘Vernacular names ^±davxr~lxhu^xttu (Tel ). 

Description Similar to JP r rtqficejps but altogether a darker, 
more richly coloured form The head is dark: chestnut rather than 
rufous 

Colours of soft parts Imdes dark red-brown to cnmson , bill 
above black, below homy -white , legs, feet and claws pale fleshy. 

measurements Length about 160 to 170 mxn , wing 74 to 
78 mm , culmen 18 mm , tai bus 28 mm 

Distribution S.W India, Travancore, Wynaad, Coorg and 
S W. Mysore 

3$Tidificatiou Nothing recorded Eggs sent me by Messrs J. 
Stewart and T F Bourdillon are not separable from those of the 
Spotted Babbler and measure almost 21 8 x 16 3 mm 

Habits Is found throughout its range between 1,500 and 
4,000 feet, but principally about 2,000 feet 

(243) Pellorneum ruficeps mandellii. 

Matomj.i , 8 Spooted Babbubb 

Pelloi neum mandcUxx Blanf ,1 A SB, xli, p 165 (1844) (Sikkim) , 
Blanf & Oates, 1 , p 140 

Vernacular names JDao-jprxti-pxt (Cachan) 

Description Differs from all preceding forms in having the 
feathers of the hind neck and sides of the neck blackish on the 
outer \% eb, creamy-buff on the inner, forming broad streaks on 
the sides of the mantle The lower plumage is more fulvous 

Colouis of soft partB Ins hazel to deep crimson, dull pale brown 
m the young , uppei mandible dark horny-brown, lower pale 
yellowish or horny-white , legs and feet pale fleshy or fleshy- white 

Measurements Dength about 165 to 375 mm. , wing 66 to 
73 mm , average 70 mm ; tail about 66 to 68 mm j tarsus about 
25 to 26 mm , culmen about 16 to 17 mm. 

Distribution Prom Nepal eastwards through the Hunalajas, 
North and South of the Brahmaputra m Assam, Manipur, extreme 
North of Chin and Kachin Hills, and Bhamo. 
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Hidificatum Mandelh’s Babbler breeds from March to May, a 
second brood being very often found from May to July or even 
August Their favourite ele\ ation is between 2,000 and 3,000 feet 
and their favourite country bamboo-jungle, the lightest of grass or 
scrub undergiowth, or poor secondary giowth m deserted culti- 
vation , more rarely their nests may be found m undergrowth of 
forests 'Wherever found the nests are always on the ground 



Fig 43 — Head of P r manddlit 


unless m bamboo clumps a few inches to 2 or 3 feet abo\ e 
it They are made of glass and bamboo leaves, or of the latter 
alone merely lined with glass and m shape are large oval balls 
Sometimes, when the fallen leaves he so thick as to completely 
hide the nest, this is merely a deep cup or semi-domed affair and 
X have seen such buned deep in piles of bamboo leai es and dead 
glass They are very fond of placing their nests at the edge of 
elephant or gaur tiacks, where it seems a wonder they can escape 
being tmmpled on The eggs, three or four in number, are like 
those of P t ruficeps , but are perhaps rathei. more richly marked 
on the whole 200 eggs average 22 4x16 3 mm , maxima 
24 19 x 17 1 and 21 7 X 18 8 mm , minima 20 5 x 16 1 and 20 6 x 
15 3 mm 

Habits During the wintei this little Babbler goes about either 
in pairs oi family parties ofc five oi six, frequenting the kind ot 
cover described above They are very restless, energetic birds,, 
constantly on the move and keeping up a never-ending chatter 
amongst 'themselves They feed both on the ground and on 
bushes and grass, and from their partiality to thin cover are easy 
to watch as long as one keeps perfectly still, but a movement of 
hand or foot sends them scuttling off into denser cover, whence 
they loudly expostulate against the disturber. They have many 
sw eet notes as well as harsh ones, but their prevailing note is that 
of the genus, a constantly repeated “ pretty-deai, pretty-dear ** 

(244) Pellorneum ruficeps jonesi. 

The "Western Sfoxted Babbler 

Pelloi neum ruficeps jonesi Stuart Baker, Bull BOO xli, p 9 
(1920) (Kalka) 

Vernacular names None lecorded 

Description. Differs from Mondelli's Babbler m having the 
general tone of plumage more brown and less olive , the cap is 
VOIt x R 
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more brown and tbe black markings on tbe nape even more highly 
developed 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in mandelht ; wing 

74 Trim 

Distribution. Halka, Bhagat State, W Himalayas , Garhwal 
Nidi&ctftion unknown 

Habits Shot by Mir. A B Tones in thick undergrovyth of 
forest. 


(245) Pellomeum mficeps minus. 

Shabpb’s Spottfd Babblee 

Pellomeum minus Hume, S I, i, p 298 (1873) (Thayetmyo) , 
B lanf & Oates, l, p 141 

Vernacular names Hone recorded 

Description Intermediate between mandellxx and subockraceum, 
having the hind neck streaked but no dark markings on the back 
as in the former 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in mandellxx 

Distribution Constant in character in the Chindvnn, Chm 
Hills, Mymgyan, Mezktzla districts, and Cential Burma to 
Thayetmyo Individuals quite inseparable from this form occur 
throughout the range of P r mandellxt, and are quite common m 
Assam, south of the Brahmaputra The distribution is most 
puzzling, the more so as now and then specimens of this form 
are also met with in the area occupied by subochraceum It is 
rather doubtful whether it should be given the status of a sub- 
species 

Mi di fi oation and Habits similar to those of mandellxt [Forty 
eggs average about 21 5 x 16 4 mm. 


(246) Pellomeum palustre. 

Tub Mabbh Spotted Babbles 

Pellomeum palustre Jerdon, Ibis, 1872, p 300 (Cherrapumi, Assam ) . 

Blanf & Oates, l, p 143 

Vernacular names. X>ao-pntx-pit Jrashtba (Oachan) 

Description. Upper plumage olive-brown, tbe forehead and a 
line over the lores bright rufous ; tail and exposed parts of wing 
rufous , lores white , cheeks white barred with brown , ear-coverts 
rufous mottled with brown and with pale shafts , chin, throat 
and centre of breast and abdomen white ; the remainder of the 
lower plumage rich oeliraceous buff, the whole bzeast and sides 
of the body with heavy, dark brown streaks. 

Colours of soft parte. “ lias bright bi own , bill homy-brown , 
base of lower mandible tinged blue , tarsus pale horny-blne ” 
{H. Stevens) 
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Measurements. Total length about 160 mm , wing 62 to 
6S nun , tail about 64 to 69 nun , tarsus about 26 mm , culinen 
about 15 mm 

Distribution. Assam, South of thn Brahmaputra and X I<ak- 
himpur, Xorth of that rner. 

Midification. I found the bird breediug m the Xorth of 
X Cachar in the wide stretches of upland grass In the hollows 
watei stood for the greater part of the year, but the nests were 
built on the higher lands, tucked in amongst the roots of grass or 
under the protection of some small Bhrub or weed Later 1 found 
them breeding m Cachar and S3 lhet Plains and again m Bakin 111- 
pur where the nests were all built m reccls and grass on the 
banks of rners and edges of swamps April to June appear 
to be the breeding months, and the nest and eggs are sitmlnr 
to those of 1* r mandril it, hut the latter measure only about 
20 b x 15 7 mm 

Habits. The Marsh Spotted Babbler is found principals m tlie 
plain*., but wander- up to at least 2,500 feet Jerdon obtained it 
both m long glass and reeds and in 11 bushes and low tree-jungle/* 
but I hn\e ne\or seen it m coxer other than grass and reeds, 
though this um\ xary from short sumgrass m X Cacliai, not 
2 feet high, to the dense elephant grass of the plains, oxer 12 feet 
high The note is a shaip double chirp, sy llabefired by Stcxcns as 
“ cln-chexx constantly repeated Thei are rather noisy hut xeiy 
skulking little bird*., and one seldom sees them undci ordinary 
circumstances, but xx lien beating foi game they max often be seen 
flitting in n r.ithei lop-sided manner from one patch of grass to 
nnol her 


(217) Pellorneum ignotum ignotum. 

Tim Assamese Baorllb 

Prllotnrtnn urnotutn Ilnuic, S F , v, p 339 (1877) (Sadixn, As«nm) , 
I31nnf A Onto-, 1, p 144 

Vernacular names Dao-chtk» (Caclian) 

Description Whole upper plumage, tail and exposed parts of 
the xx mg rufesceut olix e-brown, xxings and tail rather more 
liilcsrent than the hack, lores and oxer the exes grexi-h broxx 11 , 
ear-coverts broxx 11 xxitli paler shafts ; sides of neck like the haik , 
chin, throat, centre of breast and abdomen dull xx lute, xerx 
slightly mottled with rufesceut broxx 11, remainder of loxxer 
plumage rusty -broxx n 

Colours of soft parts Iris dark broxx n; bill pale bhnsh-honiv, 
p tier still on loxxer mandible, legs and feet light sn nim-gnr to 
flesh x 

Measurements length about 150 mm , wing 5G to 59 nun , 
tail 51 to 55 mm , tarsus about 23 inm : culmcn about 12 to 
13 mm 

r 2 
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Distribution. Assam south o£ the Brahinaputia and in the 
extieme north-east, where it has been observed in Sadiya Stevens 
also obtained it in N Xiakhimpur, west ot the Subansui, so it may 
extend a good deal further west than hitlieito recorded 

Nidification. The Assamese Babbler breeds fiom 3,000 feet up 
to at least 5,500, and possibly much higher, the breeding season 
commencing in May and lasting until the end of July* The nest 
is made ot grasses and bamboo leaves, lined with tiie iorniei It 
is smaller, better and more compactly made than most nests of 
this genus and iery often is a deep cup m shape, rnthei than 
domed It also differs f i om the nest of other species ot JPellorncum 
in being placed well above the giouiid, m bamboo clumps, tangles of 
vines or in bushes, and ne\er on the giound The eggs number 
thiee or ioui, sometimes two only, and aie pale pink in ground- 
colour, with licckles of lather daik biowuish led profusely 
scattered oiei the whole suifncc, but sometimes eien more 
numerous at the largei end, wlieie they may form a cap or ill- 
defined zone In shape they are regular oiuls and the texture 
is fairly close and smooth, tlieie is but little gloss nnd the shell is 
rather fragile m compaiison with the size Two hundred eggs 
average 20 Ox 15 1 mm , maxima 22 8x15 5 nnd 21 1X15 9 nun ; 
muiinin 18 2x14 1 min 

Habits. This is a shy, quiet little bird, found either m small 
flocks or in pairs Its notes are low and soft, nnd its alarm and 
call-note is a low, rippling whistle It is most common between 
3,000 nnd 5,000 feet, but wanders much higher in summer and 
descends practically to the plains in winter In this Inttei 
season it shows a. marked fondness for bamboo-bungle, especially 
such ns lias a little undergrowth, but m summer it keeps more to 
tlun scrub and brushwood and eien to thicker forest It is an 
extraordinarily close sitter nnd will remain blinking at one from 
its nest until almost touched 

(2d 8) Peliornenm ignotum cinnamomemn. 

Jiirros’s Babblcb 

Di ymocalaphus cumamontetta Itippon, Bull JB O C , \j, p 12(1900) 
(Loi Mai, S Shan States) 

‘Vernacular names None recorded 

Description Differs from the last bird m having the upper 
parts oli\ e-bi own and uot mtescent, the breast more rufous nnd 
the dun and throat whitish -with nnow-shaped tzps 

Colours of soft ports. Ins orange-red , bill dark horn, the 
lower mandible paler , legs pale horn {Uai'inqtori) 

Measurements. "Wing 51 to 57 mm. , tail about 50 to 55 mm , 
tarsus about 24 mm j culmen about 12 mm 

Distribution. Shan States and Bbamo Hills above 5,000 feet 
to S Annam 

Nidification. Similar to that of the Assamese Babbler but the 
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nest is moie often placed m grass nearer the ground The eggs, 
generally two only m number, sometimes three, are like those ot 
that bird, but are pinker or more terra-cotta m tint fifty eggs 
average 20 4x 15 0 mm 

Habits Those of the last bird Robinson and Ivloss tecuid it 
fioui 3,000 feet, Dian, S Annatn 

(249) Pellornenm fus cicapillum fnscicapillnm. 

Tub Bhowk- capped Babbles 

JDi ymocataphitb fiiscicopillus Blytli, J A S B , xxm, p 815 (1849) 
(S W OpvIoh) 

Pelloi neum fuscicapillum Blanf & Oates, l, p 143 

Vernacular names. JBatttehta (Ceylon). 

Description, forehead, crown and nape dark chocolate-biow n, 
the shafts fulvous; upper plumage daik olive-brown, the tail 
tipped nairowly with ochraceou*>, the featheis ot the wing-coveits 
and back with pale shafts, and the edges of the pritnaiies tinged 
with rufous , loies, sides of the head and neck and whole lower 
plumage sienna-brown, the sides of the neck and breast with 
obscuie stnations on some of the featheis, the striations some- 
times obsolete 

Colours of soft parts. Xns light to deep red , eyelid olixaceous , 
upper mandible deep biown with a pale margin, lowei flesh- 
colour , legs and feet brownish-fleshy , claws pale brownish (Begge) 

Measurements. Total length about 160 to 170 mm , wing 66 to 
72 mm , tail about 56 to 61 mm , tarsus about 26 to 28 mm , 
culinen about 16 mm 

Distribution. Soutn and South-West Ceylon 

Midiflcation. Mr W E Wait describes the nest as similar to 
that of Pellot neum ruficeps 7 and the eggs also aie exactly like 
rather weaklv-roarked specimens ot that bud’s and measure 
about 225x163mm Xn one clutch there were three eggs, m 
the others two only The breeding season appears to be from 
November to f ebruary 

Habits. Xiegge describes the habits of this Babbler as much 
like those of the rest of the family. A shy skulker, frequenting 
thick cover and feeding on or near the ground Its note he 
turns into the syllables “ to-meet-you ” 

(250) Pellornenm fuscicapillum babanlti. 

Wells’s Babbles. 

Scotocichla 'fuscicapillum babautti Wells, Bull B O C , xxxix, p 69 
(1919 ) (Tnncomalee) 

Vernacular names. Batitchia (Ceylon) 

Description. Similar to the lost but much paler, especially on 
the lower parts which are brownish buff rather than chestnut 
The top of the head is olive-brown instead oE blackish 
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Colours of soft parts. Ins brownish red , bill brownish flesh , 
legs and feet flesh-grey (Eabciult) 

Measurements. Wjng 68 to 74 mm , tail 57 to 62 mm , tarsus 
28 mm ( Wells) 

Distribution. North Ceylon. 

Nidiflcation unknown. 

Habits. This form is purely a dry district form, whereas the 
last bird inhabits the wet portions of the island 

(251) Pellomeum nigxicapitatum. 

The Black- dapped Babbled 

JBt achyptet ya. ntyrtrapilata Eytou, P Z S , 1839, p 103 (Malaya) 
Drymocataphus ntyt icapitatus JBlanf & Oates, i, p 145. 

Vernacular names. None recorded 

Description. The loies, a broad supercilmm leaching to the 
nape and the cheeks giey, each feather with a -white shaft -stripe, 
eai-coveits asliy-iufous with whitish shafts , a very nanon 
moustachial stripe block , forehead, crow n and nape black , the 
whole upper plumage, tail and exposed paits of the wmg deep 
ferruginous bi own , chin and throat white , sides of neck and the 
whole lower plumage ferruginous, brightest on the biensfc and 
tinged with biown on the flanks, lower abdomen, tent and under 
tail-coverts 

Colours of Boft parts. Ins rhubarb-red , upper mandible black, 
lower fleshy-white , legs and feet fleshy-white, slightly tinged 
with brown oi reddish-homy. 

Measurements. Total length about 170 to 180 mm , wing 69 to 
72 mm , tail about 52 to 54 mm , tarsus about 28 mm , culmen 
about 17 mm 

Distribution. Tenassernn and S.'W. Siam, down the Malay 
Peninsula to Sumatra. 

Nidiflcation. Davison describes tbe nest as being built on the 
giound, ot coarse fern roots on a foundation of twigs and leaves 
It was placed nt the base of a small clump of ferns and contained 
two eggs They are described as creaniy-white, densely speckled 
all over with mky-purple and purplish brown They measure 
20 8 X 15 7 mm 

Habits. The Slack-capped Babblei appears lo he more essen- 
tially a ground bird than any of its lelations Davison says that 
he neve* found it off the ground, and even when pressed to flight 
it always alighted again on the ground It has the same shy, 
skulking habits of the birds ot this and the last genus, and inhabits 
dense cover, most often in heavy forest Its note is said to be a 
single loud call, and it is usually .found alone or in pairs * 

* JJrtsmocaZaph tts rttbtgtno s us Walden, A. SC N H xr, p 402 (1873) ffiarennee) 
are nothing but voung JPomatnrhtnx of some kind 
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(252) Pellomenm tickelli tickelli. 

Tiobxcl’b Babbuqb. 

Fellomeum tickelli Blyth, J A S B, zxyiu, p 414 (1859) (Tenas- 
senmj 

Drymocataphu s tickelli Blnnf & Oates, i, p 146 
Vernacular names. Dao-busha (Caohari). 

Description. Whole upper plumage olive-brown ; the fore- 
head more fulvous ; the leathers ot the crown pale-shafted , 
tail rather more rufous than the back ; lores, eyebrow and 



Fig 44 — Bead of P t tickelli 

feathers round the eye pale fulvous ; ear-coveits fulvous-brown 
with pale shafts , sides of the neck similar to the back but paler ; 
cheeks and entire lower plumage fulvous, with indications of 
stripes on throat and breast , centre of abdomen and sometimes 
chm and throat albescent 

Colours of soft parts Bill bluish or dusky-horny above, paler 
below and more- fleshy , iris reddish brown to Indian red, eyelids 
livid oi dull greenish flesh-colour; legB, feet and claws fleshy- 
white 

Measurements Total length about 150 to 160 mm ; wing 60 to 
66mm ; tail 52 to 55 mm , tarsus about 27 mm.; culmen 17 to 
18 mm 

Distribution. Assam South of the Brahmaputra, but not Bast 
of the Naga Trill s, through West Burma and K are uni to Ten- 
nssenm and Malay Peninsula, Siam to Ann am 

Nullification. Tick ell’s Babbler breeds from early April to the 
end of May and also, possibly a second brood, m late June and 
July Xt may be found at this Beason at all heights between 3,000 
and 7,000 feet, more often over 4,000 feet than under that height. 
The nest is sometimes globular, frequently a deep cup made 
principally of fine grasses but with a few leaves, bamboo-spathes 
or even a scrap or two of dned moss or bracken leaves added to 
the outer fabric The lining is always of fine grasses only. It 
is never placed actually on the ground though often within a 
few inches of it but is built in some low bush, tangle of creepers 
or raspberry-vines, or occasionally, m a bamboo clump. Scrub 
near to openings foims the favourite site, but I have taken nestB 
m fairly deep forest 
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The eggs, either three or four m number, aie perfect miniatures 
of the dull-coloured eggs of the Dayal or Magpie-Robm The 
giouud- colour is a pale greenish grey, and the markings consist 
of numerous fieckles and small blotches of pale 1 eddish blow n 
- and secondary markings of lavender and purplish grey, scattered 
over the Whole surface. The texture is fine and close, faintly 
glossed and the Shape is a broad, blunt oval Two hundred eggs 
average 20 3 x 15 7 min 

Habits Tickeirs Babbler is a timid, skulking bird, haunting 
low brushwood or practically any efficient cover. As a rule all 
one sees is a small brown object squattmg'on the ground, which 
suddenly dives into the nearest bush They feed much on the 
ground and are so loath to fly that even trapped birds, when 
released, flew on to the ground and then made off in long, 
bounding leaps The only note J have heard is a soft, rippling 
“ chir-chir ” 


(253) Pellorneum tickelli assamensis. 

Attstbn’s Babbles 

JDi i/mocataphzts aasamensta Sharpe, Oat B M., vu, p 557 (1883) 
fDikrang) , Blanf. & Oates, l, p 147 

Vernacular names None -recorded. 

Description. Differs fiom Tickell’s Dabbler in being a rwfeseent 
olive-brown above, the crown and mantle mote conspicuously 
wh i te-shaf ted 

Colours of soft parts as in the last bird 

BflCeasnrements Much the same as in the last Wing 64 to 
67 mm , tail 50 to 55 mm. 

Distribution Eastern Assam, North and South of the Brahma- 
putra 

Nidification similar* to that of ttcXrclh , but a larger assortment 
of materials are to be found ra the nests The favourite building- 
sites are in rocky ravines with bush-covered sides, and the nests 
are often placed actually on the ground One hundred eggs average 
19 9 X 15 7 mm Xn colour they are much like those of the last 
bird but are duller and a senes shows a much more olive-grey tint 

Habits Common all the year round from about 700 feet 
upwards, otherwise its habits, haunts and food all agree well 
with those of the last bird Q-od win- Austen records this little 
Babbler as being very fearless, but those seen by Dr H N. 
Coltart and myself were very shy. 


Genus CTTBSONIA Skinner, 1898 

Oates’s name Gfypsophxla, being preoccupied, Ctirsonta is the 
next available and must be used in its place The genus contains 
one species only which is in many ways one of the most aberrant 
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birds in tbe Tzmalxxdcs In general appearance it is much like 
Pellorxicu.m , , diffeung from that genus in having a stronger bill 
with longer rictal bristles The upper plumage is squamated, 
each feather being margined with black Unlike nearlj all the 
other members of the family, but like Garnpsorhynchxis, the adults 
iu this genus differ from the 3 'oung m becoming much more white 
011 tbe head and lower plumage 

In spite of this peculiarity Oates appears to have properly 
placed it in the Txmalxxnce, m which I letam it. The wing and 
tail are about equal in length, the former being short and 
rounded The feathers of the forehead are soft and the rictal 
bustles highly developed ; the bill is straight and about us long 
as hind toe and claw together , the nostrils are exposed and 
without oxerhanging halts 



Fig 45 — Head of C crtspifrons 


(254) Cursonia crispifrons. 

The Lime-hock Babbles 

Tiirdmus a uspifi ons Blyfch, J A S 35 , tMV, p 209 (1855) (Tenas- 
senni) 

Gypsophila ci xsptft ons Blanf & Oates, 1 , p 149 

Vernacular names None recorded 

Description — Adult ’Whole head, neck and lower plumage 
pure white , upper plumage olive-brown, the feathers of tbe back 
margined with black , each inner secondaiy of the wing- quills 
minutely tipped with white 

Colours of soft parts. Ins pale red, red, light red, deep red- 
brown , upper mandible dark bi own, low er pale plumbeous , legs, 
feet and claws dark purplish green (Hxime GoU ) 

Measurements Total length about 190 mm , wing about 
78 to 83 mm , tail about 7 ^ to 77 mm , tarsus abont 28 mm , 
culmen about 17 to 19 mm 

Birds of the first year have the forehead to back olive-brown, each 
feather margined with black, the rump, upper tail-coi erts, tail 
and exposed portions of wing olive-brow n , the sides of tbe tore- 
head and a short superciliutn are greyish white with black specks ; 
cbm, throat and upper breast white, streaked with dark brown, 
especially on tbe breast , remainder of lower plumage ochraceous 
olive-brown 
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Birds in intermediate plumage have the forehead and a \ ary mg 
amount of the sides ot the head white , the chin and throat 
become pure white, and even the upper breast loses many of the 
streaks 

The adult plumage seems to take some time to acqutie, an d 
probably, as in CfampsorJiy nchus, the wholly pure white head and 
under parts are not acquired until the bird is two years old 

Distribution The limestone ranges of Tenassenm, such as 
those at Wimpong, the Toungsha Qyne River and Momenzeik 
Nidification unknown 

Habits Davison says that they wander about the limestone 
rocks in pans, singly or in small parties. They are excessively 
lively, sprightly birds, keeping up a continuous twittering, 
chattering note, and occasionally one will perch itself on some 
point ot a rock and, with loweied wings and erected tail, ponr 
forth a fine and poweiful song They feed puncipally on insects 
and land-shells, but also in part on seeds They are not shv and 
are easy to watch and procure He observes that this bird is 
“ really a little Thrush ” 

Genus TUSBINVLUS Hume, 1878 

The genus ZureZtnuliw of Hume, with which X unite Corytho- 
ctcfcla, contains a small group of Babblers winch are extraordi- 
narily Wren-Wra in appearance, habits and even mdification, and 
at one time J felt convinced that they should be removed en bloc 
to the Tt oglod.ytvd.ee Closely connected, however, with th.s 
genus are the birds of the genus Himntoi , which seems to serve 
as a connecting link with other forms of Timalndce Robinson 
and JCloss’s recently-deseiibed Rimator danjouz seems to still 
fuither strengthen these iiuks and, though with some reluctance, 
X leave them in this sub- f amity. 

They are all birds with tails very much shorter than the wmg , 
the plumage is soft, lax aud s qua mated , the bill like that of 
Drymocatttp7ius but with longer nctal bristles The nostrils are 
exposed and aie mere slits with no overhanging membrane 
The tarsus is veiy stout and long and the feet large 

Key to Species and Subspecies 

A. Toil more than half length of wing 
ft Tips of wing-feathers white 

a’ Sides of breast and flanks chestnut 
a" Wing 65 mm or under . 
b" 'Wing over 65 mm 
6* Sides of brenst and flanks reddish 
brown 

B Tail less than half the length of wing 

b Feathers of the throat spotted with black 
c’ Colour brown washed with lufous, 
especially on flanks . . . 


[ caudatus , p 251 
T brevicaudatus brew »- 
T. b venmnytf p 252 

T b strxatus, p 251 


T robertt roberii. 
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cP Colour dark brown, flanks dark olive- 

brown . . T t guttaticolhs , p 254 

C Foatlieis of the throat unspotted fp 254 

e' Sides ol breast and flanks rufous-brown T epilepidotusdatnsom, 
f Sides of breast and flanks dark olive- 

brown . T e taken, p 255 

( 255 ) Turdinnlus brevicaudatus brevicaudatus. 

The Shoht-taibed Week-Babbli-ii 

Tut dintit> brevicaudatus Blyth, J. A S B , xxiv, p 272 (1855) (Mule- 
yit Mt ) 

CorythocicJila bt emcciudatci Blanf & Oates, l, p 148 

Vernacular names None recorded 

Description Whole upper plumage and sides of the neck olive- 
brown, the feathers everywhere margined with black except on 
the rump and upper tail-coverts , tail rufescent ; wings ohve- 
brown, the coverts and all the quills, except the earlier primaries, 
tipped with a small white spot, lores, a short superciliutn, cheeks 
and undei the eye deep ashy , ear-cOverts the same, tinged l ufes- 
cent, chin and throat ashy- white, streaked with dark brown, 
breast and lower plumage ferruginous, paler on the breast and 
centre of the abdomen, darker on the flanks, vent and under tail- 
coverts, the latter tipped paler; centre of abdomen a somewhat 
creamy tint 

Colours of soft parts Ins red or cinnamon-red to dark bi own , 
bill above very dark biown, lower mandible paler and moie plum- 
beous, legs, feet and claws pale brown, more or less tinged flesh \ 
measurements Length about 140 mm, , wing 60 to 65 mm , 
tail 42 to 45 mm , tarsus about 25 mm ; culmen about 16 to 
17 mm 

Distribution The mountains of Tenasseum above 5,000 feet 
Nidification unknown. 

Habits. This Babbler appears to be fonnd only ih the wooded 
slopes of the higher hills where there are innumerable rocks and 
boulders It may be found either singly or in small parties, is 
essentially a ground bird, loatb to fly, quick on its legs and n 
great skulker Davison recoi ds its call as a prolonged “ kir-r-r ** 

(256) Turdinulus brevicaudatus striatus. 

The Streaked Wben-Babblee 

Turdinus stt latus Blyth, J A S B , xxxix, p 269 (1870) (Khasia 
Hills). 

Corythoachla stnczta Blanf & Oates, i, p 148 
Vernacular names JDao-pufl % (Cachan) 

Description Differs from the Short-tailed Wren-Babbler in 
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having the sides of the head brown, instead of deep ashy , the 
breast and lower plumage are brown merely tinged with rufous, 
and the wing-spots are less conspicuous and fulvous instead of 
white 

Colours of soft parts Xrides daik red , upper mandible diuk 
biown, lower plumbeous, darkish at the base, paler elsewlieie, 
mouth creamy-*<late colour , legs and feet pale fieshy-bi own 

measurements Length about 130 mm , wing 56 to 61 mm , 
tail about 44- to 46 mm , tat sus about 24 mm , culmen about 16 mm 

Distribution Assam and Manipur Piobably not North of the 
Brahmaputra 

Nullification This Babbler breeds in May and June at all 
heights abo\ e 4,000 feet, mvai lably in. very rocky ground on steep 
well-forested hill-sides In the KLhasia Hills it frequents ihodo- 
dendron foiest for breeding purposes, making its deep, cup-shaped 
or seim-domed nest of dead Iea\es, fern fionds, grass and moss 
bound together with roots and tendrils and lined with dead leaves 
Although fauly well put togethei the materials are very rotten 
and the nest falls to pieces when handled It is always placed on 
the ground, generally in some damp situation at the foot of a tiee, 
rock or other cover and so closely resembles the rest of the decay- 
ing vegetation round it that is "very hard to find 

The eggs number 2 to 4 and aie a glossy china-white with 
rather sparse specks and spots, or small blotches, of reddish and 
pale pinkish puiple Thirty eggs avexage 21 3 x 16 0 mm. 

Habits This is one of the most shy birds and though not un- 
common in suitable localities is seldom seen and still less often 
possible to watch At the slightest sound or movement it slinks 
a wav at a great pace on toot and at once becomes lm lsible, though 
its low, chirring note may be continued close by until the intruder 
leaves It is generally found in pans bnt occasional! v small 
family parties may be met with in the cold weathei It is a 
purely tree-forest bird and never seems to haunt the low scrub- 
jungle or secondary growth so beloved by many Babblers and, 
even the forest, to suit it, must be damp and shady and much 
broken up into* Tocky ravines and steep slopes It is found up to 
the top ot the highest hills m S Assam but in the cold weather 
may be found down as low as 3,000 feet 

(257) Turdinulus brevicaudatus venningi. 

Yennis&’b "W ben- Babbibb 

Tut dtnulus bt evicaudatua venntntjt Hanngton, Bull, B O O., xxxix, 
p 269 (1870) (Shan States). 

Vernacular names None recorded 

Description S im i lar to T b bt etncttudaitts but has the upper 
plumage greyei, the breast and abdomen daik rufous and the 
flanks dark brown. 
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Coloms of soft parts. Xndes red , bill dark bi ownisb-born, paler 
beneath , legs and feet fleshy-brown ( Venmng) 

Measurements. A larger bird than either oE the two other 
races , wing 65 to 74 mm , average 15 specimens 68 mm 
Distribution Southern Shan States, Burma and Yunnan 
Nidification Nothing lecorded but I ha\e in my collection 
eggs of a FutdznuZus iiom the S Shan States which must be of 
this race They are exactly like those of T b. st> tattis already 
described and measure 21 6x169 mm. 

Habits Nothing recorded but Rippon obtained it in the Sal- 
ween Volley between 2,800 and 3,000 feet, a lower elevation than 
this species usunlly haunts 

(258) Turdinulus roberti roberti. 

Austen’s W bek-Babblee 

Fnoepyga i obei It Godw -Aust & Wald , Ibis, 1875, p 252 (Chaka, 
Manipur') 

Vernacular names Dao-mojo gas7izm,Dao-piiflz-Jcashzba (Cachai 1 ) 
Description Above nch brow n, more rufescent on upper tail- 
coverts , the feathers of § head, back and scapulars edged with 
blackish and writh pale greyish centres ; lores grey , eai -coverts 
brown with grey centies , superciltum and patch under ear-coverts 
rutous, the leathers of the latter with specks at the tips, chin and 
throat white with black specks forming thiee distinct hues from 
chiu to breast , breast lather rufous-brown w r ith broad white 
centres, flauks more rufous with still paler shaft-stripes; centie 
of abdomen almost white w ith taint rufous edgings , under tail- 
coverts the same but daiker ; wing brown, the outer webs of the 
quilts suffused with dark rufous, greater and median coverts and 
secondaries with distinct white tips 

Colours of soft parts Indes led , upper mandible dark plum- 
beous, tip and low ei mandible paler and tipped almost white , legs 
fleshy-brown, claws paler. 

Measurements Length about 100 mm , wiug 50 to 55 mm ; 
tail about 18 mm , tarsus about 18 mm , culmen 12 to 13 mm 
Distribution Cachar, Manipur, Naga Hills and Ivbasia Hills 
Nxdiflcatio n This little Wren-Babbler breeds freely both in the 
N Cachnr and Khasia Hills fiom 4,000 feet upwards Irotn the end 
of April to the end ot Jane, making a nest an absolute miniatuie 
m every way ot that of the Short-tailed Babbler Xt also places 
it in precisely the same soit ot position and m the same torests 
The eggs numbei three or foui, more otten the toimer, and are 
like those ot 2*. b brevzcaudatus but smaller, not so glossy a white 
and with more numerous but smaller specks and spots Borty eggs 
average 19 3 x 14 8 mm 

Habits “ W ren-Babb ’er ” describes this bud exactly and m ail 
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its ways it is more Wien than Babbler They haunt dense, 
dark i orest wherever there aie openings for streams, pools or 
natuial small glades and they specially affect places strewn 
with mossy boulders, fallen trees covered with ferns and orchids, 
old stumps etc and over these they dodge about and scramble 
hither and thither just as does our little Wren at home Some- 
times, however, they hop more sedately about amongst the fallen 
leaves, turning them over foi the hidden insects, 01 they creep 
through the bracken and sciub inoie in the manner o£ a genuine 
Sabbler JFJy they will not, but; however hard pressed seek safety 
on their legs, scuttling away into the undergrowth where they 
speedily become non est They aie, so far as I know, always 
found in pans and not in flocks but, as I have Been them princi- 
pally in the bieedmg season it may be that they collect m flocks 
in the winter Then ciy is a rather shnll “ ehn-r-i ” but tbev have 
also a lather pleasant but low set of w histlmg notes They are 
extraordinarily tame and, if quiet, one can watch them foi a long 
time « lfhout disturbing tbem 

(259) Turdmulus roberti g-uttaticollis. 

Ghaut’s Wben-Babbidr 

Tuidmulus ffuttaticolhs Ogilvi e-Grant, Ibis, 1895, p 432 (Minfiills, 
Assam) 

Vernaculax names None recoided 

Description Diffeis from Austen's "Wren-Babbler in being 
dorUer and biownei above, the xufous on the sides of the breast 
and flanks is wanting and there is butlitde of this colour on the 
cheeks 

Colours of soft parts and measurements as in the last race 

Distribution Sill-ranges of [Eastern Assam North and South 
ot the Binhmaputia 

N idific ation Di H N Coltait and X found Giant’s Wren- 
Babble i bieedmg in some numbers m the bills and broken giound 
lound about Marghenta It nestsfrom some few bundled feet, oi 
even in the plains (vide Stmene), up to 5,000 feet and is an early 
bieedei, most of Dr Coltart’s and my eggs being taken in March 
and April [Nest and eggs cannot be distinguished fiom those of 
T r roberti The latter (40) average 19 3 X 14 8 mm 

Habits Except that this is a bird of lower levels the description 
of the last bud's habits would suffice for this also 

(260) Turdmulus epilepidotus davisoni. 

Davison's Wekx-Babbleb. 

'PurcLinidua damson * O.-Grant, Bull* BOO, xxv, p 97 (1909) 
(Thoungyah) 

Ve rnac ular names None recorded. 

Description Differs from either of the two preceding birds m 
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having no black spots on the throat ; the under parts are olive- 
brown, the flanks and sides of the breast more rufous 
Measurements Wing about 55 to 57 mm 
Distribution Terms sen ai and 17. Malay States 
KidifLcation like that of the Inst species Pour eggs taken 
near Perak by Mi W A T Kellow measure IS 2 x 14 8 mm 
Habits Those of the genus. 

(261) Turdinulus epilepidotus baken. 

Baker’s Wrek-Babbleb. 

Tut dinttlus epilepidotus bake 1 1 Harangton, Dull B O C, xxxm, 
p 94 (1913) (Na Noi, S Shan States) 

Vernaculai names Xone recorded 

Description Differs from the last m having the upper parts 
much darker and the under parts more olive-brown with no lulous 
ou the flanks 

Colours of soft parts and DEeasui ements as m Austen’s Wien- 
Babbler 

Distribution The Southern Shan States and Haienm, Bmma 
Nidification similar to that of others ol the genus Three eggs 
sent me from the S Shan States measure about 20 5x16 8 mm 
and are probably greatly above the aveiage m size 
Habits Those of the genus 

Genus RIJffATOR Blyth, 1847 

The genus JSimatoi appeuis to connect to some extent the more 
Wreu-like Fuidimclits with the tiue Babblers, both in appearance 
and habits Xt is very like the formei in its lax plumage and 
mottled colouimg but its long bill, long m our bud but much 
longei m otheis of the genus, seeing to link it with the Scimitur- 
B.ibblers Jt is also much like these birds in its habits 

Xt differs iioui 2 T utdtnu7us iu its long, slender bill, equal m 
length to, or much longer than, the head , the culmen is cuived 
downward and the tip only slightly notched The nctal bristles 
are short and the nostrils open ovals The tail is very short 
and the tarsi and feet very strong and powerful 

( 262 ) Simator malacoptilus. 

Tub Lokg-buiLes Wren-Babbler. 

J ? imatoi malacoptilus Blyth, J A S B , xvi, p 155 (1847) (Darjee- 
ling) , Blanf & Oates, i, p 175 

'Vernacular names KamaTc-tungbi ek-pho (Xiepcha) , Dao-mojo- 
buJcu-galao (Cacb.in) 

Description.. Forehead, crown nape, sides of the neck and mantle 
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dark rufescent brown, with very distinct fulvous shaft-stripe? , 
the feathers of the back, with the inner webs black and the outer 
webs brown and with pale fulvous shafts , ramp, upper tail-coverts 
and tail plain rufescent, wing-coverts and the outer webs of the 
quills mtous-brown, the former with pale shafts, loies fulvous , 
ear-coverts rufous-ashy with paler shafts, cheeks mixed black and 
fulvous, with a black line above, chin fulvous-white; throat, 
breast and abdomen rufescent brown* with large pale fulvous shaft- 
stieaks , sides of body and thighs plain rufescent brown , vent 
and under tail-coverts ferruginous 

Colours of soft parts Ins light red-brown , upper mandible 
very daik horny, blackish at the base, paler at the tip , gape and 
edge of lower mandible blackish, remainder pale horny , legs pale 
livid fleshy with no tinge of red but the tarsi tinted brown, the 
soles, claw and joints very pale. 



fig 46. — Head of S malacqpttlus 


Measurements. Total length about 125 to 130 mm ; wing 57 
to 60 mm * tail about 25 mm , tarsus about 23 mm , culrnen 
about 21 to 24; mm 

Distribution Sikkim to E Assam North and South of the 
Brahmaputra , Manipur aud liooshai 

Nidificatum. Tbis Babbler breeds in the hills both North and 
South of the Brahmaputra rhi oughont Assam from 4-,000 feet up- 
wards, and in the exti erne Bast, nearei the snowy mountains, dou n to 
3,000 feet It breeds in much the same sort oi country as Twrdvn- 
ultcs but affects more open forest and nests may be found, though 
larely, in scrub-jungle or deserted, overgrown, cultivation The 
nent is a large domed affair, measuring 8 or 9 inches in height by 
5j$ to 6£ in breadth, the entrance, which is near the top, measuring 
about 2 inches across It ib made of dead leaves, bracken fronds, 
grass, sometimes a little moss, and lined with dead leaves only 
It is always placed on the ground and nearly always amongst the 
roots of bushes or at the foot of some tree The breeding season 
lasts from the end of Apul to July The eggs are three or fourm 
number, rarely five, pinkish white to pale salmon-pink in gronnd- 
coloui and marked with spots and smc'll blotches oi reddish bi own 
and paler smears of the-same with here and there lines and scnggles 
of deep red-brown The texture is fragile and practically gloss- 
less, the shape an obtuse oval and thirty eggs average in site 
21 2 x 15 5 mm 

Habits In habits this little bird is more of a Babbler and less of 
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a 'Wien than those of the preceding genus, it frequents the same 
kind of foiest as T’hk/ihm'w but maj al»o be found. m scrub and 
deserted dealings It keeps much to the giound, on which it 
feeds 111 the same mnnnei as the Sennit u-Bahblcis, turning oier 
the lea\es and sciatchmg m the mould for insects It has a 
sweet, chirping whistle which it utters as a call 01 when frightened 
or distui bed It keeps in pans, not in Aocks, and is wholly 
insectir oious m its diet 

G-euus HORIZII.LAS Obeiholser, 1905 

The genus JZo> tzillas is reniaikable for its lengthened wings 
and, m consequence its com paiatixety short tail, the plumage is 
soft and silkr The two Indian species ot the genus appear to 
be moie aiboreal than anv of the preceding geneia and to hate 
somewhat the depoitment of Bulbuls The iictal bustles are leiy* 
conspicuous on account ot their length and the bill is slioit and 
straight The legs and feet are weak tor Tmtalune birds The 
name J lalacoptei t<»> £3 ton is preoccupied as is #S 'vtai ia Blyth 

- Keif to Species 

A. Crown bright feiruginous . H matjna magma , p 257 

B Crown oln e-brown JBC maynu ostre, p 258 

(263) Horizillas magna magna. 

The Red-xteided Thee- B \ uij L t n . 

JIa/aca/i/ei urn mar/num E\ ton, P Z S , 1839, p 10 3 (Malaya) , Blanf 
& Oates, i, p 131 

Vernacular names Xone recoided 

Descuption Forehead and crown bright feirugmous, the an- 
tenoi leathers black-shafted and the posterior ones faintly edged 
with black , lores and a bioad supercilium grey, the middle of the 
featheis whitish, the whole nape black, ear-co\eits fuhotis- 
brown with pale shafts, the whole upper plumage iuhous-brown, 
tinged with ferruginous on the tump, upper tail-co\eits and outer 
webs of I he tul-feathers , cheeks mottled giev and white, clun, 
throat and upper breast white, stieaked with grey , remainder ot 
lower plumage greyish white 

Colours of Boft parts Ins t»ienna-brown (\0u.1g) to carmine or 
orange-red, bill dark hornv-brown aboxe, lower mandible pale 
plumbeous, white, legs, feet and daws pale plumbeous blue to 
pale smalt-blue 

Keasurements length about 170 to ISO mm , wing about 
84 to 94 mm , tail about 75 mm , tarsus about 23 mm , culraen 
about 20 mm 


* See Oberholser, Smiths Miso Coll -18, p 64, 1905 
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Distribution Peninsular Burma and Siam and IN' Malay Penin- 
sula. » 

Nidification Nothing recorded 

Hahits Accoiding to Davison tins Babbler is almost en- 
tirely arboreal, hunting about in trees and bushes in small parties 
or in pairs and ne\er descending to the ground It is said to be 
a puiely foiest bud and to be entirely insectivorous m its diet 

(264) Horizillas magnirostre. 

Tub Bhown-headed Thfe-Babbleb. 

u4./ctftpe maffntt ostt e Mooie, P Z S, 1864, p 277 (Malacca) 
Alalacoptet um maffntt ostt e Blanf & Oates, l, p 151 

Vernacular names None recorded. 

Description Boiehead, crown, nape and back olive-brown, the 
feathers ot the forehead with black shafts , wing-coverts and ex- 
posed parts of quills rufesrent olive , upper tail-coveits and tail 
bright chestn ut-bro w n , feathers round the eye white, lores and 
an obsolete stnpe over the eye grey , cheeks and ear-coverts deep 
nshv, the latter with pnler shafts , entile lower plumage dull white, 
washed with ashy on breast, flanks, tlughs and under tail-coverts 

Colours of soft parte Ins cinnabar- red to lake, bill, legs and 
feet as m the lost bird but less blue 

Measurements Length about 160 to 170 mm , wing 80 to 
85 min , tail about 55 to 57 mm. , tarsus about 21 mm. j culinen 
about 15 to 16 nun 

Distribution Extreme South of Tenasserim, extending South 
down the Malay Peninsula and East to Cochin China 

N ldiflcation Nothing recoided Two eggs from the Water- 
b trad t collection, said to have been taken on 14- 2 1901 m East 
Malacca, are very pale yellow-creamy white with a few specks Of 
light led pimcipally m the centie of the egg-shell In shape they 
are almost ellipses, with flue, close textuie but almost glossless 
They measure 21 8x160 and 21 3 x 15*5 

Habits As far as is known similar to those of the last bird. 

\ 

* ► 

Genus ERYTHROCICHIiA Sharpe, 1883. 

This genus is lery close to the last hut differs m its shorter 
wing and it is apparently a ground bird 

(265) Erythrocichla bicolof. 

The Ferbuginous Babbler. 

t 

Jit acJn/ptn t/% bicului Less , Be\ Zool , 1839, p 138 (Sumatra) 

JSt fftht ocichlu bicoltn Man! & Oates, l, p 152 

Vernacular names JSTone recoided 

Description "Whole uppei plumage feiruginous, the crown and 
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sides o£ the head brighter ; uppei tail-coverto and tail chestnut ; 
lores dllil White or jpale fulvous , lower plumage white suffused 
with brownish oti the breast and less so on the sides of the body 
dolourfe of soft parti. Ins pale wood-brown , upper mandible 
dirty white, lower 'mandible dark biown, legs ana feet flesh} - 
white. 



Fig 47 — Head of E bicolor 


Measurements Total length about 160 to 170 mm ; wing 72 
to 82 mm. ; tail about 60 to 63 mm. ; tarsus about 28 mm. , 
■culin&n 18 to 20 miu. 

Distribution. Tenossetim South through the Malay Peninsula 
to Borneo and Sumatra. 

Midification unknown. 

Habits. Said by Davison to be entirely a ground bird, only 
flying up into the bushes and treeB when distm bed 

Genus iB^HOSTOMA Sharpe, 1902 

The name Trxdiostoma being already occupied, Sharpe's JUliho- 
stomct is the earliest available ioi this genus It differs from the 
last genus itt haung remarkably long rictal bustles and a very 
short tail. 

C^66) JEthostoma rostrata. 

Bltth’b Babbler 

Tnchostomn losttafa Blytli, A S B, xi, p 795 (1842) (Malaya) , 
Dlanf & Oates, i, p 153 

'Vernacular names Jfotife lecorded. 

Description Whole uppei plumage and wings lufeseent olive- 
brown, tinged with rufescent on the uppei tail-co\erts and outer 
webs of tall-featliers , loies whitish mottled with black, eai -coverts 
and lounci the eye lutescent, the former with whitish shafts, 
cheeks wlme w ith black shafts and tips; entile lowei plumage 
white, washed with pale grey across the breast and suffused with 
■asliv-brown on the sides ot the bieast and abdomen 

Colours of soft parts Ins pale red-biown , upper mandible 
daik horn-biown, lowei pale plumbeous blue, legs and feet rathei 
daik pinkish- fleshy , claws pale liot 113 -blown (Davison') 

Measurements Total length about 160 to 170 nun , wing 70 
to 75 mm , tail about 52 to 54 mm , tarsus about 26 mm. , 
-culmen about 18 to 20 mm 

s2 
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Distribution The extreme {South of Tenassenm, extending 
dovin tlic Malay lViunsula to Siinintia and Borneo > 

Nidificatxon. and Habits Nothing lecoided beyond the fact that 
Hume asserts it is aiboieal. 

Genus MALACOCINCI.A Buttik , 1 SOS 

The genus Afalttcocuicht diffeis hdm all the other genein ot this 
subfamily with stout sti aiglit hills m having the nosti ils oval and 
exposed, with no pi o tec ting membrane The zictnl bustles ate 
well developed hut theie aie no hairs overhanging the nostuls 
The tail is shoitei Ilian the wing The name Ttndimis being 
pieoccupied, tliu above takes its place. 
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(2(»7) Malacocmcla sepiaria abbotti. 

' AuJIOIT’s IIaUJIIiKH 

* * 

. Afttfatotutt/U nfttmtft llljfch, J A S II, Mi, p <»OI (1841) (Itmiiiw, 
Vn nk.in > 

Tnulitni't afthofft ISlnnf A, (lutes, i, p 1 6-1. 

Vernacular names. None lecoided 

Description Whole uppi r plumage noli olive-bi own, the foi e- 
head With fulvous stieaks, the other featbeis mill pale shafts , 
exposed pails ol wing-quills like the back, upper tail-co\erts and 
tail deep ruious, loios lound the eye and a shoit siipercilium 
dailcgiey, eai - coi eiLs tuloiis .with fulvous slmrts , * Inn, tlno.it 
ami cheeks pale giey , sides ot neck, bieast and body e.irfliy 
lei minions, eetitie ol 'bieast and abdomoii whitish, uudei fail- 
coieits blight lei I iiginoiis 

Colours of soft paits It is light reddish hibwn lo red, eyelids 
plumbeous , uppei inaudible daik hoi n\ -blown, tqj and lortcr 
inaudible pale horny oi bluish-homy , legs and feet pale fleshy* 
claw s pale (ioi ny 

He as ur ements Tot.il length about ISO nun , wing 74 to 77 nim » 
tail aho< t 30 to 52 mm. , tarsus about 25 mm , culinen about 
18 min 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim, 33. Bengal, Assam, Buima to the 
M alay INsmnsuIa, and Siam. 
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Kidification In Indin tins bud bieeds in April and May and 
sometimes in June, whilst m 13ut ma its nest has been found fiom 
[February to l\Iay It bieeds only in deep, wet cree-forest with 
ample undergrow tli and piefeiably near some stream, making a 
massive nest of dead leaves. Meeds and grass with an inner cup of 
leaves, roots and weeds compactly bound together and lined with 
roots It may he placed in a clump of weeds, a low busli or m 
some fern-palm neat the ground The eggs number tlnee to five 
and are very beautiful , the ground-colom vanes iiom a very pale 
to a nch pale salmon-pink, whilst the mat kings consist of spots, 
blotches and hues of deep red-biowu with palei spots of light red 
and neutral tint In shape they aie normal ovals and the texture 
is fane with a good gloss. Tliev measure about 22 2x16 5 nun 
but vaty gieaily in si/e 

Habits Abbott’s 13abblei is a bud or the* plains and the foot- 
hills. rai el} being found inueli mei 2,UOO feet Jt liannts deep forest 
wliei e it is ahvavs humid and gieen and wlieie the trees have an 
ample undei-giow tli of plants, weeds and bushes In N Cacliar 
it w'as nl w ays to be found ne.ii im»is and stieams and it is 
very paitial to places wlieie pal in -lei us glow in gieat luxuriance 
They have a pleasant whistling note but art* very silent birds, 
deeping about in the dense undeigiowth veiy quietly and 
stealthily. Thev are appnicutli ontu< lv mscitivoi ou& 


Genus THRIHGORHINA Oates, 1380 

The genus ITfii tnqmlixnn contains lorn species of peculiar 
animation cliar.it tensed by' the \ciy luge opeiculum ovei the 
nostrils Tlie bill is ^eiy stiong, with Hie eulnieu curved gently' 



Fig -4‘) — lie al of r gut tufa 


throughout, and tlie nctnl bustles aie weak The feathers of the 
forehead are liaisli to the touch ami tlioM* of tlie ci own ample and 
eiect lie, po&siblv foimuig a slioit ciest in life This genus is >ery 
close to Stuihyns ni»d like that gi nns the buds contained m it all 
lay put e w lute eggs 


A'ei/ to •Si>ccit‘s 

A Wings mid t.ul bnned with blown 
33 Wings and tail plnui 


T or/ffi, p 202 

/’ guttata , p 202 
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(268) Tlirmg’orluzia oglei. 

Aubtbn’s Spotted BIabbueh. 

* 1 % 

*4chnw a aglet God w -Auat ,J. AS B.’ xlyi (2) p. 42 (1877) (Sadlya). 
Thrvngmhma ogltx Blanf & Oates, i y p 156 

Vernacular names. Ohum-pxttt (i^ps-Dikku Nagas) 

, Description. Crown, nape and hind neek i pc|i, golaei}-l)mvrn : 
back, rump and upper tail-coverts tl the, same, l)ut duller qpd 
pbsqletely cross-iayed, wing and, tail umber-brown, .nairowly and 
cjpsely cross-barred with a darker shade ^of the same , forehead 
ajid broad superciliuin white, tlip former with plack .shafts , on the 
sides ,of, the neck the supercilium , breaks ( up , ipto w^ife spots 
bordered with black ; forehead and supercilijnm also bordered above 
with black, lores apd, ear-coverts blacky pjieeksi cbm and fhroat 
white; breast grey, remainder of low^^lumagedal) umber-brawn 
, Colours of soft parts. Jus orim son -lajrq ? Jbiil black above, grey 
on lower ^mandible , legs and feet umber-browp 

, Measurements Total length about 180* mnj. ; wing 68 io 
76 mm. ; tail about 53 mm , taisus about 27 mm , culmen about 
16 5 to 17 5 mm. , , . 

1 , , Distribution, Eastern Assam .North and South of the Brahma- 

^h^cation This bird, together ,\vith its .nest ank eggsl were 
brought ip. by IsTagas on several occasions ,tp Dr. H. W, Coltart 
and myself at Margherita The remains of tj^e nest seemed to be 
|>hose pf large globular affairs made at bamboo jeavpp and grass with 
a, mixture of roots, small tvvigs i an 4 depd, Reaves and according to, 
tjie Nugas was always placed oq^he gpounp “in rayines ,in lies' y 
forejst with plenty of undergrowth* The eggs, tj^ree or. four in 
xpimber, arc pure wh'te and very like those of Scimitar-Babblers 
but, p^pre fragile and without gloss. They measure about 22*5 x 
It 0 imp. . i 

5?he breeding season is May and June 

,2^1) its t Beyond the foot; that this J3ahbler haunts, thick, qipW 
foiests at, elevationp from 6,000 feet ) upwards, we knoy t little ot 
their habits. Accoiding to the Nagn8 |t t]iey keep much to the 
heaviest undergrowth and arp silent, skulking birds. Those we 
examined had eaten insects only. 

(269) ^Hriiigorliiiia giitUtb. 

« 1 - * ,Ht( ' 

(fxoTBra’B Spotted Babbms. 

Tktrtftntfs gtfttatus I^lytji, J", A S B>, ■vxvu, p. 41 -i (1859) (Afuleyjt 
^lt )» « « ■ ' ** ■ j _ 

Thi tiif/oi June* ynttfita Blanf & Oates, l, p loo, 

Vernacular names None lecordecj. , , }l . 

Description. Lores and forehead wnite with block ptrgap ; 
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round the eye black ; a large patch of white below the eye ; 
bounded by a black xnoustachial streak , ear-coverts ashy-brown , 
a white superc'lium to the nape bordered above by black t sides 
of neck and terminal portions of the mantle feathers black with 
long, white, oval drops , remaining upper plumage rich golden- 
brown, the rump, tail and the outer webs of the wing-quills tinged 
with deep rufous , chin and upper throat white ; remainder of 
lower parts ruddy feiruginous, the flanks and under tail -coverts 
tinged with olivaceous, the breast with very nai row white margins 
to the feathers, which, with those of the abdomen, have also 
whitish shafts 

Colours of soft parts Ins ci unson-lake ; bill black, lower 
mandible and commissure plumbeous , legs and feert pale dingy 
green ( 'Hume Davison) 

Measurements Total length about 180 mm , wing 66 to 69mm.; 
tail about 56 to 58 mm. , tarsus about 25 mm , culmen about 17 
to 18 mm 

Distribution The mountains of Peninsular Burma and Siam. 
It has been obtained on Muleyit, on the Tbaungym liner , at 
Malewuu in the extreme south ' of Tenasserim and in Eao 
Nawng and Trang m Siam. 

Hidxffcatioii unknown 

Habits According to Davison, Tickell*s Spotted Babbler is found 
in small parties haunting jungle, both forest- and more open 
bamboo-jungle, m the lowei hills. For the most part it keeps to 
the undergrowth but he never saw it actually on the ground, 
whereas the JNTagas describe the last bird as fiequenty bunting for 
food amongst the fallen leaves 


Genus STACHYRXS Hodgson, 1844. 

\ 

This genus is very close indeed to the last, differing principally 
in its smaller, more pointed, bill, which has, however, the culmen 
gently cun ed throughout m the same manner 


Key to Species and Subspecies. 


A Crown black stieaked si ith white 

a Throat blackish grey, mottled white 
b Throat deep grey or black 
c Throat ash} -grey 

B Crown golden-yellow stieaked with 
block * j . ■ . .i. p 

d A block streak through eye 
a' Upper parts oln e-vellow 
b' Upper parts dork oln e-green 
a" Under ports bright yellow 
b" Under pruts dull vellow 
e. Ho black streak through eye . 


5 1 nipt i cep a niqnceps r, p 204. 
jS m coltarti, p 205 
8 n davisom, p 205 


8 c/n ystca chi t/seca, p 205. 

jS c assimths, p 267 
5 « chvy&ops, p 207 
S. e bniffhamif p 266 



264 


TIM A Till t)/E. 


(270) Stachyris nigriceps nigriceps. 

Till. Hl.ACK-TlI llOAl'hJ) ])ABIU<r<lt 

Sttic7u/i it ntf/rtct‘jtt ITodgs . UHlli. .T A S II , -vm, p 378(1884) 
* (Nopal) , JSl.uif Oates, i, p 1C»J 

* Vernacular names Stntr/i tmn-jiho (Lepchn) 

Desci lption Voi bIumcI, ciown ami nape black, the featliers 
edged with white, giving u otieaked appeal mice to these parts, 
round the eye white, enr-coveiLs golden-brown , cheeks white, a 
cons pu nous deep blown oi black supeiciliuni , chin and throat 
deep blackish giey, the leatlieis edged with white, w’liole upper 
plumage itch oltve-biown, the quills ot wings and tail edged 
l utoiis , lowei plumage bright fulvous, the flanks, abdomen an d 
under tail-coveits tinged wntli olnaceotis 



Fig 30 — Hernl of S »/ Mtjneepa 


Colours of soft parts. Iris l eddish- or ornnge-brow'n , eyelids 
slaty , bill homy-brown, tlie lowei mandible fleshy -liomy m winter, 
in siiiiiuiei tin* bill becomes much diulcei, blackisli-lioriiy above 
and slaty below , legs and feet flesliy-biown, greenish brown or 
more r.uely yellowish 

Measurements. Total length about, 140 mm , wing 38 (o 62mm., 
tail about 53 mm , tarsus about 21 mm , culinen about 15 min 

"Distribution "N’epnl, Sikkim an^ lulls Noi tli ot the Biahmo- 
putrato the Mui Hills 

Nidification The Black -tl 1 1 onted Babbler breeds m May and 
•Tune at all elevations tiom a lew hundred feet up to at least 
10,000, making u cnp-slmped oi domed nest of bamboo leaves and 
pieces ot blacken, mixed and lined with grass It measures B" to 
8" in height by some 4" to 6” in breadth and is always placed on 
tlie ground but. generally on a bank so that it keeps well drained. 
It mar be situated in almost any kind of co\ei The eggs are 
pure white, broad,^ blunt ovals, they nie stout in textuie and Imve 
a fair gloss and 'rtumbei four or, moie iaiel), tluee J^itty eggs 
average 18 2x1*1 7 mm 

Habits Tins is a typical little Babbler m its habits, skiilking 
about in thick undeigtowih, in bamboo-jungle oi mixed sciub and 
glass It is found in small paities m winter which keep close 
together, seldom uttering any call beyond an occasion s l bw eet, low 
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whistle It is pui ely insectivoi ons, finding its food m the lower 
cover and but seldom descending to the ground 

(271) Stachyris mgriceps coltarti. 

Tub Assam: Black-tiihoated Babbldb 

Stachifi is Ttit/i iccps colftu ti Ilnxingtoii, Hull B O C, \x\m, p 61 
(1913) (Horghentn) 

'Vernacular names Dtto- 1 taphonr/ (Cachan). 

Description Differs from 5 n titt/i icejis m having no white 
edges to the featheis of the clnn and tin oat 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in that bml 
Distribution Assam south of the Brahmaputra, Western 
Buinia and Bhnmo Bills, South to Tenassentn hub not including 
that state Buds from the Southern Shan Stales aie intermediate 
between this and the next form hut nearer the latter 

XTidiffcation and Habits as m the Sikkim bird hut keeping to 
lower levels It is moie common below 3,00U feet than aboie 
this height Two handled eggs average 19 1 x 14 7 mm 

(272) Stachyris mgriceps davisoni. 

The Mveax Gbei-tii roated Babbleii 

Stachyris davisoni Sharpe, Ball. B O C,i,p 7 (1892) (Pahang) 

Vernacular names Bone recorded. 

Description Diffei s from the two preceding foi ms in having the 
throat ushy-giey , the ear-coveits are hair-biown and the upper 
plumage is suffused with rufous 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements os in <S. n mgnesps 
Distribution S Tenasserim, Peninsular Siam and Malay Penin- 
sula Birds fioin the Eastern Burmese hills as fat North as 
Karennx are also of this race as are those from the Shan States 
Hidiffcation and Habits differ, in no way fioni those of the 
preceding forms The eggs aveiage about 19 2x118 mm. 

(273) Stachyxis chrysaea chryssea. 

Tub Nepal Golden-headed Babbler 

Stadiyi is dtrystca Bljth, J A S D , mu, p 379 (1344) (Nepal) , 
Blanf & Oates, i, p 10J 

Vernacular names Syci7c-hn any-pho (Lepclm) 

Description Forehead golden-yellow , crown and nape the 
same streiiked with black, lores and a short mou&tachial streak 
blnck , ear-coverts oil-vellow , upper parts, sides of neck and ex- 
posed pnits of wings blight olive-yellow; tail biown unshed with 
yellow on the outer webs, entire lowei plutmge bright yellow 
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Colours of soft parts Ins golden-brown or light brown. ; bill 
dark slaty -horn above, paler below , legs and feet pale yellowish- 
brown to gieemsh-biou n 

Measurements. Total length about 112 to 115 mm , wing 
about 48 fo 51 min , (ail about 50 nun , tarsus about 18 to 1!J mm , 
culmen about J2 mm 

Distribution Nepal, Sikkim to Assam, IT Chm Hills and 
Manipur to lvachiu Hills. 

Nidiflcation Tins pietty lit tie 'Babbler makes a nest yhich is a 
small, neat facsimile ot that of the last species but wliu*h is -some- 
times placed zn bushes or, more often, bamboo clumps a lew inches 
to a couple of ieet fiom the ground It is geneially domed but 
cup-shaped nests may be found when placed in positions when* 
theieis covei overhead as m a thick clulnp ot bamboo It breeds 
principally above 5,000 feet dining Mar, June and July, Laying 
tour eggs which me normally pure white but -rarely u faintly 
spotted egg may be found somewhat like those of tlie next genusi 
The sui face is close and lias a fair gloss and tlie shell is compara- 
tively liaider tb.m that of the Black-throated Babbler Sixty eggs 
average i 5 4 x 12 1 min 

Habits Tlu» Golden-headed Babbler collects in the winter m 
quite large (lucks nuinbeting sometimes as many as 40. They keep 
to tlie bushes and undergrowth m damp tiee-loiest, seldom if 
ever descending to the ground but peipetually on the move oii 
wing or Feet ns they scramble ot flit from one twig to another in 
seal ch of then insect food The entne time the whole flodr keeps 
up a constant solt, low twittei mg which uses to shriller and louder 
notes ot expostulation when disturbed They do not uimd being 
watched and 1 have* often sat foi some minutes witlun a few feet 
of. a flock hetoie they took then departure In the breeding 
season tho flocks bieak up and the birds frequent bamboo and 
secondaiy -jungle .is well as forest It is found up to at least 
6,000 feet ^ 

(274) Stachyris chryseea birighami. 

s 

Tut. Chin IIxtjJ.s Gocjjkn-hi.aueh 13 Aim ram 

SStnchyi is tnnt/hmni l&ippon, Bull B O C., xiv, p 84 (1004) (Mt 
Victor m) 

Vernacular names None recorded 

Description Biffeis from tlie lust bird in having the upper 
parts ashy olive-gieen ; the lowei parts dull orange-j ellow and 
the ear-covei ts sin! y-green 

Colonis of soft parts and Measurements as m the Inst bird. 

Distribution Central and 8. Chin J tills and N Anakan. 

« 

Hidification unknown. 

Habits not recorded. 
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(27.5) Stachyris chrysasa assimilis. 

Tub BunuiiSE Gul»i:k-hea.ued Ba.eei.eb. 

Stuchyi is nssimtfvt Walden, Jilyth's II of II , |) 116 (189.5) (Ivm ou- 
nce) , Jllanf tV. Oates, l, p 168 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to the Inst bird but w ithout any black evc- 
streak , both upper and lower plumage rather dullei, below more* 
yellow, less oiauge. 

Colours of Boft paits Xris deep red-brown or hike, bill la\- 
ender-giey, pinker at the base and on lower mandible, m some 
specimens dark horny-brown, probably m breeding season , legs 
yellowish brown to gieemsh blown "Ward law -Itani&ay records 
one male as having black it ides 

Measurements ns in tbe otheis 

Distribution S Shan Stale** and Ivaienin and piobnblj nil 
the hill-ranges o'f ItSast ‘Cential Bui urn 

Kidification and Habits similar to those ol tbe As&am bird. 
Three eggs sent me fiom the South Shan States measure about 
13*3 x 12 0 min. 

(276) Stachyris chrysaea chrysops. 

The MaijAyak Gomiiut hkaueu IS\iiiir.i,u 

St ac Inj i m cluyxtrti cln i/sopx Iticlimoiid, 1’ioc Bin] Hoc W nth , v\ , 
1 > 157 (190Jj (Tiling, Lnwei Siam) 

Vernacular names. None iccorded 

Description, This race lias a black eye-slieak like tlie Noil hem 
Indian form and 1ms tbe uudei paits fairly bright yellow* but 
rathei less so than m the typical bird , tlie uppei piu ts are tlie 
eame as m assimilis 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as m asmmlis 

Distribution l’eiiuisuliu Burma and Assam and Mal.iv Penin- 
sula, The specimens in the British Museum collection from 
Teuossernn seem referable to tins luce 

Nidification mid Habits not recorded 

Genus STACH Y RIDOPSIS Slim pe, 1883 

This genus diffets from the last in having the eulmen peifectly 
straight, it seeinn to be a foini mtei mediate between Stachi/t is 
and Alixoi'iiut and then leading into Alnppe In the genus jSltx- 
ot ms, hoiyever, the nostrils are oval and exposed w'lieieas in 
S Inch yt-uloj tsis they are covered with a membrane somewb.it as m 
the two preceding genera 
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A'fy to Species and Subspecies 

A Fore crown ruCbus to bhestnut , bill not red 
a 1'hioat yellowish 

«’ Butous of ciown extending to nape 
b' Rufous of crown confined to th »t 
part 

b Xbioat whitish 

t' Lores almost white, foie ciown dull 
' rufous 

d* Boies yellow , fore ciown bright 
rufous 

B Fore ciown fulvous , hill red 


[p 268 

S ruficeps » uficeps, 

S t bhamoensts, p 260 

Sit ufift ont, p 269 


5 t ambtgua , p 270. 
S pyt i hups, p 271 


(277) S tachyr ldop sis ruficeps ruficeps. 

Tan Bed-heasbd Babbleb. 

s 

Stnchyt ttlopsts ? uficeps Blytb, J A S B , xvi, p. 452 (1847) (Dnriee- 
ling; , lilanf & Gates, i p 164 

V ernacnlar names. Syah-hn ang-pho (Tiepclm). 

Description Forehead^ crown and -nape bright chestnut, the 
forehead with obsolete dark shaft-stupes; lores bright yellow , 
upper plumage, tad and exposed parts of wings olive-brown, tinged 
rufous ; chin and npper throat pale yellow with conspicuous black 
shafts, sides of the head and neck and entire lower plumage 
fulvous yellow , the sides of the body, thighs, vent and under 
tail-coverts tinged with olivaceous. 

Colours of soft parts Ins golden-brown, red-brown or crimson , 
bill bluish plumbeous, darker above, paler and rather fleshy below , 
legs pale yellowish- or fleshy-brown 

measurements. Total length about 120 to 125 mm , wing 54 
to 58 mm tail about 50 to 52 mm ; tarsus about 17 to 18 mm. ; 
culmen about 10 mm 

Distribution Sikkim and hills Noith of the Brahmaputra. 
Khusia and N Gachar Hills Annum {Robinson £ JfTlo&s) It 
must also occur m the intervening countries m extreme 1ST Burma 
hut so far has n**t been recorded thence 

JNTidification This little Babbler breeds m Sikkim from 3,000 
feet upwards and in the Assam Hills from 2,500 feet, commencing 
in eaily April and continuing until the end of June The nestis a 
email, rather neatly made egg-shaped stiuctme with the entrance 
at the top, or small end ; outwaidly it is composed of dead bamboo 
leaves but inside is more or less mixed with roots and fibious 
material and generally lined with fine roots The site selected is 
either a mass ofc twigs low down m a bamboo clump ,or some thick 
bush , rorelv it is placed actually on the ground The eggs, four 
m number , have a pearly white ground with faint specks ana small 
blotches, geneially disposed as a ling round the lazger end ana 
sparse or absent elsewlieie A few eggs mav be found '''bicli “re 
pure white and equally seldom a clutch comparatively boldly 
marked The shape is a short, broad oval, the texture stout an 
glossy Thirty eggs average about 15 8 x 12 4 mm. 
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Habits In winter the Bed-headed Babbler may be found 
anywheie between the foot-bills and 6,000 feet or ei en higher, fre- 
quenting fairly thick undet growth, sciub- 01 bamboo-jungle It 
consorts in small flocks and leeds low down m whatever cover it 
may happen, to be in, but does not descend to the ground Its 
note is a soft, low whistle, seldom used, and a little chattering 
twitter occasionally uttered as the birds flit about the bushes 

(278) Stachyridopsis ruficeps bhaznoensis. 

Tee Bxca.mo Bee-headed Babbler 

StacJn/i idopsis i itfireps bhamoensis Harmgton, A M N H , n, p 2 4I> 
(1908) (Bhamo Hills) 

Vernacular names None recorded 

Description Differs from the Inst in having the light chestnut 
of the head confined to the crown , the throat and lower parts are 
a more gi eyish-y ellow From S » sinensis, the Chinese form, it 
differs in having black streaks to the feathers of the forehead and 
a much mote massive hill 

Colours of soft parts like those of the last bird 

Measurements A ttifle smaller than & ? nificeps, wing about 
62 to 66 mm 

Distribution The Bhamo Hill Tracts and S Shan States 

BTidification “ A very noisy little bird in the breeding season, 
draw mg attention to itself if anyone invades its particular hit of 
jungle It builds an untidy, retort-shaped nest entirely of bam- 
boo leaves, which it places in clumps ot long, overhanging grass. 
It is always « ell concealed and con only he found by seeing the 
bird fly out ” ( Hanngton ) 

The eggs, tluee oi tour m number, are indistinguishable from 
those of the last bird Thirty eggs aveiage 16 3x127 mm A 
good many odd eggtf of this bird are puie unspotted white and 
two clutches taken by Mr F Giant are all without any markings 

Habits similar to those of tl e Inst bn d 

(279) Stachyridopsis rufifrons rufifrons 

Huml’s, Bidbleh 

Stachyt is jufifion * JETuiue, S F , i, p 479 (1878) (Pegu) 

Stachyt huJopsie iit/rfions 131 nil f &. Oates, i, p 103 

Vernacular names. Hone lecorded 

Description This species diffeis from the last m having the 
rufous of the head much dullei and confined to the anteuer ciown , 
the upper plumage is, moie giey. In £7 i injiftons the striae both 
on head and tin oat aie inconspicuous ui obsolete and the chin 
itself is white , the lower plumage is a fawny huff 

Colours of soft ports Ins deep red , bill bluish plumbeous- 
black ( Hiv» myton) , legs and leet pale fleshy -hoi n 
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Measurements Total length about 1 15 to 120 min. ; wmg 50 
to 63 itini ; tail about 48 min. $ tarsus about 18 mm. , cUltnen 
about 10 nitti 1 

Distribution Slum States to Tenassentn, Burma, North-East 
Siam * 

Bidification not lecorded. 

Saints Apparently fliose of- the next race A. low-level bird 
found fiom tlip plains Up to i),000 feet or so and haunting both 
dense ioiest and the inoiU open bamboo-, glass- mid scrub-jungles. 

(280) Stachyridopsis rufifrons kmbigntu 
IIakinuxon’s ItifU-vnoM'rjao Jhtbiait. 

Stnchi/i hufapit* / ttftft on» titnbiffua Ilaiingliui, .T JI JN - II. S , xvm. 
p Ij.I1 CIOIXj) (Guiijotig, N Oachnr). ~ 

Vernacular names. I)ao-j>ei‘e-gajao (Caehari)* 

Description Differs fi om the lost, bird ill having the white of 
the tin oat gtadmg liito the fulvous ot the lower juuiuage The 
blac'ic shaft-stripes on the ctdnri and nape nit* veiy colisplLifotis and 
the upper plumage is less grey and more olive-green , the Hanks 
and thighs are 'strongly w ashed with oliVe-bi own ‘ 1 

Colours of soft parts Xrides reddish biown , bill' slaty-blue $ 
legs ami feet pale yellowish brown, claws dm km 

Measurements. J?otul length 115 to 120 mm , wing 48 to 
.13 mm , tail 46 to 4S min J taisus about 17 to 18 min , Culnioii 
i) to 10 uiin 1 ' ' 

Distribution Sikkim, Assam Noitli and South ot'the Bralima- 
putia, MaillitUr 1 * 

Xiidification The bleeding season of Huiiftgton's Bed- ft on ted 
Babblet coin inenceb in the end bfc March in the plains to the end 
of June of* even July ill the lulls. It breeds evbi'yUrheie tip 'to 
2,000 feet and occasionally higher thail this and ‘nests of 'both 
ri tficeps and ambtr/tiu may be found in tlid s.tine jungle. Bdsi 
and eggs are quite lhdistiguislu&ble froth those of the Bed- 
headed Babbler tli id, as with that bird’s eg^b, pure white dies may 
sometimes be* taken of this bird. Otife hundred e|$gs average 16*1 X 
12 4 ilun * 

Habits This species differs from the last m being u bird of much 
lower levels It extends (veil into the plains and is mote plentiful 
below 2,000 feet than oVer this Height, though if wanders I idqiiCntfy 
as high as 3,000 feet dr a lifclle over It is inoie a bnd oF coin- 

S mativelv open bamboo- faud scrub-jungle, gi ass-lauds anti thin 
eciduous forest than of the duep evergreen forests, though it will 
be found m these also It is a companionable, cheei y little bird, 
collecting in quite big flocks and having inuili the same inaiiiicrs, 
voice and diet os the Golden-lieaded Bubble! s 

~ •* Specimens from S W Siam linvo boon separated by mo umlor tlio name 
j ofiscuia. and tins form may possibly bo found in extiomo b £ Tennssoriiti 
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< 28 l) Stachyridopsis pyrrhops. 

Tub Blo-billu) Babblbp. 

Staclnp ia pt/i } Jiop* lilyth, J A S B , \ni, p 370 (1844) (Nepal). 

Slacfit/i /itdojists pyufiop' i, Jttanf Oates, i, p 1C>5 

Vernacular names. 3? one recoided 

Description Jfoieliead mid nnterioi half of crow n fulvous, blend- 
ing into the oil a e-bi own of the upper plumage , tlie feathers of the 
ioiehead, crown and mantle dark-shafted , lores and chin black, 
the low er portion of the Inttei bai red with w lute , sides of I he head 
fulvous, lowei plumage lath ei bright ei I uU ous , the sides of the 
body, flanks, thighs ami uudei lail-coveits tinged with olivaceous. 

Colours of soft parts Ins led to blood-ied, upper mandible 
brow n, sometimes, probably in tlie breeding season, tinged with 
ted, low ci mandible fleshy-pink, reddish-fleshy oi flesh,) tinged 
with slute , legs, leet and claws pale blow msh-Ilesliy 

Measurements Total length about 120 mm ; wing SO to S3 mm. ; 
tail about 65 mm , tarsus about 18 mm. , culinen about 10 to 
11 mm 

Distribution. Himalayas, fioin Murrce to Nepal 

Nidification Tlie lied- billed Dabbler breeds fiom 3,000 to 0,000 
feet oi highei in Kashmii, making a nest ot glass and leed leaves, 
either ciip-slmped, semi-domed oi completely coteied m It is 
neai ly always placed low down in bushes m scrub-land oi mote or 
less open fotest The eggs are like those ot the lest ot the genus, 
tlnee or Four in nuinbei mid inensute on mi aveiage about 
30 6x13 0 min The breeding season is from the middle of .A pul 
to the end of *! une 

Habits These appeal to be much the same as those of the lost 
bird nut they aie ne\er iouud below 3,UOO teet and between 
4,000 mid 0,000 feet is tlieir more usual elevation They are said 
m w intei to mix much with flocks of other 'birds and to lime “ a 
clear micl musical note like the i luging of a tmy bell.” 

Genus CfANODEBUA Salvador!, 1874. 

This genus diffeis irom the two pi seeding in having the orbits 
naked and of a bright colnui in life The bill lias the culitien 
{straight on the basal half mid slightly curved Oil its teuhinal half. 

( 282 ) Cyanoderma erythroptera erythroptera. 

Tim Bui-wibiiLu Daiiiiiout 

I'tmnlut cn/tln npfria Jfl> tli, .1 A S B , \i, p T‘4 (1842) (Malay) 
t’t/tinorfn mu * i t/lhi nptn urn lllaut A (kites, i, p 1 (><> 

Vernacular names None lecoided 

Description Boiclie id, supeieilium, e*u -coverts, sides of tlie 
head ami neck, chili, tin oat and lu east cleat plumbeous, abdomen, 
flanks, \ cut and undci tail-covcits iulvoiis-bnmn; upper plumage 
rufe&cent brown . wings and tail bnglit ferruginous 
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Colours of soft parts Ins madder-red te deep brown , orbital 
skin light lo dull smalt blue , bill dark plumbeous or brownish blue, 
lower mandible paler ; legs, feet and claw s very pale greenish or 
yellowish white. 

Measur ement s Total length about 140 mm , wing SO to 60 inm , 
tail about 50 mm , tarsus about 20 mm , culraen about 13 to Hanni 

Distribution From the extreme South of Tenassenm down 
the Malay Peninsula to Borneo and Sumatin 

N idification Nests taken by Davison and others m March and 
Apnl are described as balls of glass or reed-leaves about 6 inches in 
diameter and placed in bushes The eggs, two or three m number, 
are glossv chu m-white spotted with reddish all over but most 
numerously at the larger end In shape they are obtuse ovals 
2Tive eggs in my collection aveiage about 16 9 x 13 6 mm. 

Eggs taken by Messis Hopwood and Mackenzie are described 
as unspotted white with a bluish tinge 

Habits Said to be veiy common in the evergreen pints of 
Tenassenm and the Malay Peninsula, haunting brushwood small 
tiees an d cane-brakes m paities, working the foliage for insects 
much like a Titmouse and uttering a “shaip, metallic rolling 
sound, winch it utters chiefly when alarmed, but also at other 
times ” ( Davison ) 

Genus MTXORNIS Hodgson, 1842 

The genus Mxscot nts differs from all other genera of slender- 
billed Tvmalwn.ee in having the nostrils oval, exposed and not 
coveted bv a membrane, or scale, as in the others. Within Indian 
and Burmese limits we have but one species which vanes con- 
siderably in different countries, forming subspecies or geographical 
races which are not always easy to define 


A 

B 

C 


Mixorms rubricapilla. 


JCey lo Subspecies 

Crown pale ferruginous, stripes on fore- 
neck and breast fairly well developed 
Crown more pale brown, less ferruginous, 
stripes on fore-neck and bieast very fine 
Crown moie chestnut-rufous, stripes on 
foi e-neck and breast decidedly Leaner 


AI * f nbi icapilltt, p 273. 
M r minor , p*274 
A£ * pileata, p '274 


Having examined several hundred specimens of this little bird 
in the British Museum and Tring Museum ns well as those m the 
Indian Museum and my own collection, I have come to the con- 
clusion that we cannot recognise more thantlnee races of Alwotnut 
as coming within the limits of this w oi k Rippon s sulp7im ra js nn 
exact replica of many Assam and Bengal birds and the Southern 
Shan States appears to he about the limit of this foim Northern 
Siam snecimens, from which Gyldenstolpe names his M mi not , aie 
certainly ueorei South and Central Siam forms, os also are specimens 
SSS Baet C^ntial Burma, so all these birds must bear Ins name 
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Kloss’s connectens I cannot separate from pileata the Sonth Mnlny 
form and. his name therefore becomes a synonym of that bud 
Variation t ntex ss is so gient in the birds of this species that it is 
quite unsafe to found geographical races on anything but very 
large senes 



(233) Mixorms xubncapilla rubncapilla. 

Tul. Xellow-bbeasted Babbles 

Motactlla lubticaptl/a Tickell, J A S B, u, p 576 (1833) 
(Manbhum) 

Afucot ms i tificapilla JBlanf Sc Oates, l, p 167 

Vernacular names. Dao-per£ gatang-lxlx (Cachari) 

Description Crown pale feirugmou3 blending on the neck into 
the olive-green of the upper plumage and sides ot neck, supercilium, 
lores und tiont ot forehead yellow, the two latter with black shafts, 
ear-co\ erts dull yellow w ith pale shafts , cheek, chin, throat and 
uppei breast yellow w ith black shaft-lines , centre of breast and 
abdomen plaiu yellow , remainder of lower plumage dull ashy- 
yellow 

Colours of soft parts Iris white or pale yellow to yellow-oclire ; 
eyelids pale slate-colour , bill horny-brown or slate-brow n, the 
cuhrien almost black and the lower mandible paler , legs olive-or 
brownish-fleshy, the claws yellower 

Measurements Total length about 125 mm , wing 53 to 58 mm ; 
tail about 52 to 54 mm , taisus about 18 mm , culmen 10 to 11 mm. 

Distribution Sikkim and Eastern Bengal to Assam and East 
to Chin, Kaclun and Shan States , South to An ah an and N Ten- 
assenm 

Uidification The Yellow -breasted Babbler breeds dunng April, 
May and June and sometimes into July at heights up to 2,500 teet 
oi more and also in the plains lu Burma it begins to breed in 
March It makes a rough domed nest of grass and bamboo leaves, 
w T itb a meagre lining of finer grass, which it places either iu a 
bamboo clump oi a bush close to, but not on the ground , 
occasionally 4 oi even. 5 feet above it. The eggs, generallv 
three, sometimes two only oi four, are china-white with numerous 
specks and small blotches ot red and reddish brow n distributed all 
over but, as a i ale, more thickly at the larger end The texture 
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is glossy and stout and the shape a broad oval One hundred eggs 
average 16 6 x 12 6 mm ° 

Habits The buds of this genus are tvpically plains* bn da, seldom 
ascending the hills to any height They keep to bushes, lower 
trees and bamboo when hunting for food, never lesoitmg to the 
ground for this puipose and almost equally seldom visiting the 
higher tiees In tlieir attitudes and manneis they aie more 
thoroughly Tvnxtilixne and less Tit-like than birds of the genera 
StacTiyns and Stachyi tdopsts, toi though they keep m good-sized 
flocks they creep and clamber about m a quiet, unobtrusive 
manner instead of fluttering oi moving lestlesslv fiom one twig to 
another Tliej areieiypoiti.il to bamboo-bungle, whether with 
or without undeigiowth and ate also found m sciub and grass 
and in deseited cultivation patches Hanngton describes their 
note as a monotonous “chub” constantly repeated 

(284) Mixornis xubncapiUa minor. 

GyLSEN&ioifB’s Babbles 

Afzxoj ms gtdai is mtttot Gyldenstolpe, Kungl Sv Vet -Akad Bandl , 
lvi, 1916, p 60 (Lat Bun. Kao) 

Vernacular names None recorded. 

Description Differs fiom the last bird in having the crown less 
fenngmous, more brown, the stnpes on the throat and breast 
flnei and feivei , tbe upper pai ts a less pure olive-green 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as m the last 

Distribution Siam and Eastern Central Burma 

Nidification Eggs obtained by Messis W J P Williamson 
and E Gr Herbeit near Bangkok m May and June measure about 
16 9x130 min The nest seems to be almost invariably placed in 
Fine-apple plants 

Habits This lace seems to favour the haunts of mankind far 
moie than the other laces do Xt is not only to be found round 
about ullages and human habitation but actually enteis gardens 
and orchaids andjbieeds theie 

(285) Iffixornis rubricapilla pileata. 

The Malax T ello w-belast ed Babbler 

P/inki pileata Bl^th, .T A SB, xi, 1843, p 204 (Malay) 

JMtxoi ms ffitlat ix Blanf & O-ites, t, p 168 

Vernacular names None recorded 

Description Difteis fiom tbe last two in hauug the stupes on 
the under parts much raoie developed , the ciown moie iufousand 
the uppei paits also tinged with rutous and the exposed ports 
of the wmg moie castaneous 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements The bill tnay be a 
tufle heaviei and longei than in the last but the difference is quite 
lnsigmiicaiit Davison recoids the iris as biown, otherwise both 
in size and colours of soft paits jpzleuta agrees w lfch the other races 
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Distribution The extreme South of Tenassenm and through- 
out: the Malay Peninsula. 

Nidification and Habits as in the other subspecies £ggt> sent 
me by Mi W A. T Kellow measure about 17 1 x 12 7 mm 

The name Motacxlla gvilarts Baffles, Trans L.S , xiii, p 312, 1820, 
which is the oldest name for this species, cannot he used as it is 
preoccupied by Jdotacilla gultn is Grinelm (1788) 


Genus ALCIPPE Blyth, 1844 

In this genus the bill is stout and slightlv curved and is over- 
hung by long hairs, the nostnl is protected by a membrane, the 
wing is short and rounded, the fust four primaries being graduated; 
the tail is about equal in length to the wing, the feathers being 
slightly graduated 

The genus contains but two species within oui limits but these 
foi m numerous well-marked geographical rates The two species 
are very similar in coloui but in habits differ considerably 


Key to Species and Subspecies 


A Bill small, a conspicuous ung of white 
feathers round, the eye 

a Chin and throat white, flanks tinged 
olivaceous 

b Chin and thioat ochraceous like abdo- 
men 

B Bill large , no ring of white fentbers 
round eye 

c Head not stuped oi only obso etely so 
a' Lower hack and lump tingrd rufous 
b’ Low er hack and rump grej like hack 
a " Under parts tinged lufous 
”6 No rufous on under parts 

o'" Grey of head well defined from 
hack 

6'" Grey of head blending into 
colour of back 

d Head and neck conspiculously striped 
c* Stripes sooty-bi own 
el’ Stripes deep black 
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nepalensis nepalensis, 
jtL n _/> atei cu-la, p 277 

f cepbala, p 277 
-A poimcephala poioi- 

yl p phayi et, p 278 

-4 p davisom , p 279 

^4 p br ucei, p 278 

jj mar/rnrodi is p 280 
ui. 2 1 hat nifftonuE , p 280 


(286) Alcippe nepalensis nepalensis. 

Tux: TSTex* vl Babbler 

•Siva nepalensis Hodg« , Ind Her , 1838, p 89 (Nepal) 
sLluppe nepalensis Ulnul & Oates, l, p 157 

V ernaculai names JDao-pei e-Xaslubci (Cachari) 

Description A. conspicuous i mg or white feathers lonnd the 
eve, bead, neck and uppei back ashy-biow n with a vinaceous 
tiuge , a daik sooty-brown stripe on eithei side of the crown ex- 

T 2 
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tending down the neck to the back , era -coverts grey , back olive- 
brown , exposed portions of the wings and tail yellowish blown , 
chin whitish , undsi pints pale fulvous, washed with olivnceous on 
the flanks and thighs 

Colours of soft parts Ins light to deep harel-biown , bill 
plumbeous or livid brown, black on the culmen and base ot the 
upper mandible, lower palei , legs and teet pale fleshy 01 livid 
white 

Meastu ements Total length about 1 25mm , wing 56 to 60 mm , 
tail about 60 nun , taisus about 20 min , culmen 10 5 to 11 5 nun 
Disti lbution The Iowei lulls of Nepal, Sikluin, Assam both 
Not th and South ot tlie 13i nhinaputi n, Maniput, lulls ot Eastern 
[Bengal Cluii llillb and Airakan 

Nidification This little bud bleeds principals between 3,500 
and 3,000 teet, mnkii'g a ‘•mall tup-shaped nest of glass und 
bamboo len\es lined with fmei glasses In some cases n little 
otliei material nift) be mixed with the lest, such as dead leases, a 
little dry moss, oi chips ot blacken fiond Jt is placed eilliei 



Fig 52 — Head of ^ n nepalensis 


m a bush some 12 inches to 4 feet fiom the ground or in a bamboo 
clump The eggs numbei two to four and a ary in the most extra- 
ordinal y manner The following are common types — (1) Pure 
white with sparse hut hold dots and specks of deep purple t (2) 
white with innuineiable specks of lilac-ied , (3) white to pale pink 
with blotches and small spots ot light red , (4) pale to sulinon- 
pink with clouds and smeaib all ovei ot i eddish, (5) pme white 
with a inig oi cap oi deep puiple lines and hieroglyphics The 
first three are the most common Two bundled eggs aieiage 
18 4 x 14 0 mm 

The bieedmg season lasts fiom Apul to July, May being the 
montu when most birds lay. 

Habits The Nepal Babbler may be found at all heights fiom 
a few hundred feet up to 4,000 feet but its favounte elevations are 
about half-way between the two It gatbeis into small flocks in 
the w intei, sometimes however keeping in pairs, and it hunts all 
kinds of coiei, thick and thin, forest or bamboo, keeping to the 
bushes and lower treeB and showing a most lestless enei getio 
disposition At one moment it may be seen twisting backwoids 
and rorwards, over and under tlie brandies, in its seaic h for 
insects, at anotliei flutteung into the an in pui suit of a gnat oi 
fly, whilst, vet again, it may be seen racing along some hougii 
attei a quickly travelling beetle or other prey It is by no raeans 
shy and keeps uttering continually a little chattering call of sever 
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notes, winch would soon betiay its wlieieabouts if its actions liad 
not pieuoudy done so 


(-87) Alcippe nepalensis fratercula. 

The Shan- Sj?\tls Bahbleh 

ipi-e ft ate* t-u.la Rippon, Bull BOG, xi, p 11 (1900) (Slian 
States) 

'Vernacular names Cliin-ttng-xvo-lce (Kaclun) 

Description The ltng ot white leathers lound the eie less 
conspicuous than in the Nepal Babhlci , there is no vmaceous tinge 
on the tippet plumage and the under parts aie uch ochiaceous, 
the chin being of the same colour us the rest. 

Colours of soft parts “ Iris citmson, the legs and bill liorn- 
coloin ’’ {liippon ) 

Heasmemeiits AVing oS to 60 mm , the southei n bn ds measm - 
mg a tufle lesi than the noi thei n , culinen 11 mm 

Distribution The Ilham o IIills, Shan States and hills of 
IListei u Bui ni.i to Tenasseriin 

UTidifLcatlon similar to that ot the last Thirty eggs ai erage 
18 9xl3S in in and go through as great a \ariation in coloui as 
do those of that bn d 

Habits Hip pon and Haungton both descube the habits of the 
Shan States buds as being as macious and fiee from shyness as 
those of the pieceding bud 


(2SS) Alcippe poioicephala. poioicephala. 

The Niegibi Quakeb-B vbbieb 

77i»maha j?otoicep7tala Jerd , Mndr Jour L S., mi, p 169 (1844) 
(Nilgins) 

^ Alcippe phtvocephala 331 nnf & Oates, i , p 158 
Vernacular names. Hone lecorded 

Description. Head and neck brownish nshy-grey , ear-coi erts 
ban -blow n , back and upper pints hi ow n, tinged giey on upper 
bach, oliie on lower back and lufous on lump and uppei tail— 
coierts, outer webs of primaries and visible portions of tail 
chestnut , chin and thront greyish buff, bieast, abdomen, flanks 
and undei tail-coveits ochracecms buff 

Colours of soft parts Iris slatv-giey , bill lioin} -blow n , legs 
and teet gie\ lsli-Beshj 

Measxn ements. Total length about loO mm , w mg 66 to 70 mm ; 
tail about Go mm , taisus about 17 to 18 unn , culinen 18 mm 
Distribution Hills ot Southern India, Hilgins, Coonoor, 
"Wyimnd etc and Travancoie 
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lSTidification The Nilgm Qunker-Bnbbler is said to breed from 
J an nary to Jane, geneiallj iu May and June, m the hilly country 
from the lowest foot-hills upnnids The nest is a cup of leaies, 
glass and a little moss 01 lichen and lined with black roots It 
is usuallv placed m a bush, 2 to 8 feet from the ground, 
standing m eithei dense foiest or m scrub-jungle The eggs 
aie nearly alway s two only in jiumbei and vary m colour very 
greatly but the majority are of the clouded pink type described 
as one of the types of the Nepal Babbler. Thirty -eight eggs 
average 20 0 x 15 1 mm 

Habits. This Babbler is found ft om the level of the plains in 
broken countrv up to some 6,000 feet In habits it appeals to 
agiee well with p phctyrei described further on 


(289) Alcippe poioicephala brucei. 

The Bombat Quakeb-Babbebb 

u± loippe bi ucei Hume, J A S B , xxxix, p 122 (1870) (Mahaba- 
lesWfti ) 

Vernacular names Ohtt JTaruvt (Tel ) 

Description A larger and much gieyer bird than the last , the 
head and neck paler than in that bud and grading into, not con- 
trasting with, the colour of the back , there is no i ufout, tinge ou 
the lump and upper tail-co verts and the quills and tail-feathers are 
light hi on n lathei than chestnut 

Colours of soft parts as m the last 

measurements Wing 72 to 75 mm , bill 14 to 15 min 

Distribution. 1 Mahbaleshwnr, 'Western Ghats from Bajkofc in 
Kha th lawn r to Belgaum , the Central J?i ovmces , Bachmailu and 
the Baie snath Hill, Lower Bengal ’ ( 'ttarvngtori ) 

N ldification as in the last Neaily all the eggs I have seen of this 
race have the ground-colour pale salmon, \i hi 1st the markings 
consist of s inears and blotches of light red and i eddish brown, often 
coieung the gi eater part of the suiface of the whole egg Ten 
eggs measuie about 18 1 X 14 6 mm 

Habits do not differ from those of the Nilgxu and the Arrakan 
Quaker -Babblers 

(290) Alcippe poioicephala phayrei. 

Tjele Abrakak Quakee-Babbeeb 

yLlcijipe phaytei Blyth, J A S B , xiv, p 001 (1845) (Arrakan , 
JSlanf & Oates, i, p 158 

Vernacular names Dao-pa e-gacleba (Cachan) 

Description. The head and neck m this form are brownish grey 
gradually changing into the olive-brown of the back, the chin and 
throat are giejush and the rest of the under parts are rnfescent 
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ochraceous The exposed portions of primaries and toil aie 
yellowish brown 

Colours of soft parts Xus pearly-white to grey , eyelids slaty , 
upper mandible browmsh-boi nr, darker at base and on culmen, 
lower paler and yellowish , leg's and feet pale dull fleshy, or 
fleshy-white 

Measurements 'Wing 66 to 72 mm , culmen 12 to 13 mm 

Distribution, Assam and Western Bunn a from the Chin Hills 
to the South ot Anakan 

Birds from Assam and otheis from W Buima differ in some 
lespects, moie especially in the tint of the giey on the head and 
again m the amount ot rufous on the lowei plumage However , 
though material from Assam is plentiful, from Burma it is a ery 
scanty and more must be obtained before the \alue ol the 
differences can be estimated 

Bidification. The nest of this bud is merely a rather la^gei 
edition of that of the Nepal Babbler and is placed in quite similar 
positions Xt breeds mgieat numbers mall the hills South of the 
Brahmaputi a, not only at elevations up to 2,000 feet but also 
freely m the plains themselves. X have myself taken eggs as 
eaily as March and as late as September but May and earlv June 
is the principal breeding time The eggs only differ from those of 
the Nepal Babbler in being larger, but the great majority are in 
colour ot the clouded and smudged type described as No 4 in 
that bird One hundred and fifty eggs average 19 6 x 15 0 mm 

Habits. The larger Quaker-Babblers of this group ( jpoioicspTiala ) 
are rather moie Timalivne in their habits than those ot the 
previous ( nepalenxns ) group More shy and retiring, they aie also 
less quick and active in their mo\ ements They use then legs 
more, yet are not so Tit-like in their actions and though they 
take readily to flight, they do not make the constant little sallies 
into the air, both in play and for food, like the Nepal Babblers 
do X do not think they ever actually descend on to the ground 
to feed except for a second or two. 

(291) Alcippe poioicephala davisoni. 

The Taaabssbim Quaksb-Babbles 

ui/aippe p/ueocephala davisoni Hanngton, B N H S J, xxm, p 463 
(1916) (Tavoy) 

Vernacular names None recorded 

Desci lption. Very similar to ud jp brucei from S Xudia but much 
daiker The head and neck are brow msh-asliy well defined from 
the back , in. some specimens theie are fault indications of the 
coronal stripes but m most these aie quite absent 

Colours of Boffc parts. Xns slaty-grey to slaty -yellow , hill, upper 
mandible horny— brown, lower vellowish 

Measurements. "Wing 68 to 73 mm , culmen 13 to 14 mm. 
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Distribution. Tnvoy, Mergui South to about the latitude of 
Moulineiii 

Kidification Apparently similar to that of others of this gioup 
but the eggs obtained so far are nil of the pink blotchy ty po except 
two clutches sent me from Tenasseum by one of iny collectois, 
which are white with deep purple specks and spots The\ weie 
taken on the 19th January and the 1st June lespectivelv and 
moasme 19 5 X 14 8 mm 

Habits. Davison sa\s that this Quakei -Babbler ** is found only in 
the low lulls and at then bases where tbe country is well w ooded 
It avoids the dry, deciduous forests In habits, loice etc, it 
exactly lesembles the preceding species” (the Nepal Dabbler) 

(2$J2) Alcippe poioicephala. haringtonise. 

The Upper Burma Qcakeh-Bavbler 

Alcippe phcrocephala hat in ff tomes H ortert, Dull DOC, \xi , p 10 
(1909) (Dhfuno) 

Vernacular names None lecorded 

Description Differs ftoin all but the next bud in having coioiml 
bands o± black on either side ot the head extending down to 
the upper back The under pniLs from the chin to vent aie 
ochraceous buff tinged with olivaceous on the flanks 

Measurements. Wing 65 to 70 min ; culmen 12 to 13 mm 

Distribution. N E Upper Burma and N Shan States 

Kidification. Not recorded but sixteen eggs taken by ITar- 
mgton, Mackenzie and Grant average about 18 7 X 14 8 mm 

Habits Hanngton only found this foim m the plains nem 
Bhomo itself and not in the bills. 

(293) Alcippe poioicephala magnirostris. 

Tub Lower Burma Quaker-Babbler 

Alcippe met gnu ostrts Walden, Dlyth’s D of D, p 115 (1875) 
(aarennee) 

Vernacular names None recorded 

Description. Differs fioin tbe last race m having the coional 
stripes sooty-biown instead of black , tbe chin and tluoat are 
whitish and the head is more brownish grey and w'ell defined from 
the back , the eai-coveits also aie greyish brown and the ohie- 
brown of the back is tinged with grey. 

Measurements. Wing 69 to 73 mm , culmen 13 mm 

Distribution . Siam, S Shan. States, Eaienm and S E Biuina 
to just north of Moulqiein 

Kidification and Habits. Nothing recorded, but fifteen eggs 
taken by Mr J M D Mackenzie average 19 2 x 14 7 mm 

In coloration, shape and markings they are like those of the last 
bud 
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Grenua BEOPOCIGHLA. Oates, 1889 

This genus differs fiom Alcippe in having the rosti lls rounder, 
exposed and pierced in the antenoi patt of the meinbiane, and in 
having a shorter tail when compaied with the wing The bill is 
cut ved throughout , there me no hairs o\ei hanging the nostrils 
but the nctnl bristles aie w ell developed Theie is only one species 
m the genus confined to 8 India and Cevlon, wlieie it is lepre- 
sented by three laces 

Rbopocichla atriceps. 

jEey to Subspecies 

A Crown mid «ides of the bend black JR a nti tceps, p 281 

B Forehead and ear-coverts only hlaclc JR a nup tft one, p 282 

C I2ai -covet ts onli blackish JR a bow dtllont, p 282 

(204) Rhopocichla atriceps atriceps. 

The Black-headed B \bbleh 

Ei achyptci t/x ati tceps Jerdon, Mndi .Torn L >S, x, p 250 (1839) 
(Tnchoor) 

JRhapactchla ati tceps Blanf & Oates, i, p 160 

'Vernacular names jSTone recoided. 

Description Foiehend, crown, nape, ear-coverts and under the 
eye black , the w hole upper plumage, wrings and tail fulvous 
brown , lower plumage dull white, changing to olivaceous on the 
flanks and undei tail-covei ts 

Colours jof soft parts. Ins blight yellow, pale orange or buff, 
bill dull black, covnmissuie and lower mandible flesh} -pink . legs 
and feet pale plumbeous shaded m varying degiee with fieshy- 
pmk or dull purple 

measurements Total length about 140 mm , w mg 54 to 60 mm ; 
tail about 50 mm ; taisus about 23 mm , culmen abont 13 to 14mm 

Distnbu.ti.on The Nilgins and hills of S W India, not 
Trai ancore 

IfTidiffcation. The Slack-headed Babblei appears to breed m 
almost every month of the yeni from December to August and 
piob&bly in the otliei thiee also Xt makes an oval nest of grass 
lined with softer bits of the same which it places m bamboos, 
grass and reeds by roadsides through -jungle, m reed-beds or scrub— 
■jungle Tt is found during the b? eeding season from the lower 
hills up to 6,000 feet 

The eggs, two iu number, are pure white with numerous small 
spots and dots of dark pui pie-red scattered oi er the whole surface 
but generally more numerous at the larger end The texture is 
hard and glossy Twenty eggs average about 19 2 x 13 9 mm 

Habits. The birds of this genus are said to have much the same 
habits as those of PeTlorneitm, 1 . e. they are shy, rather skulking 
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birds, shunning observation and haunting thick covei Jerdon 
says “ It frequents the thickest underwood, in dense and lofty 
jungles , lives m small flocks of five 01 six, and is constantly 
hopping about the thick bushes with an incessant loud, twittering 
note Xt lives on various insects ” 

(295) Rhopocichla atraceps bourdxllom. 

Bouiwillon'b Babbubb 

u4.lcippe bout Atllom Hume, S P , zv, p 399 (1870) (M\ nail) 

Rhopo etch la bout dillotn J31anf & Oates, l, p 161 

Vernacular names. None recorded 

Description. The black of the crown, nape, lores and cheeks of 
jR a atneeps is replaced u ith brown and tbe lower parts from 
lower bieast to undei tail-co verts ore fennginous 

Distribution. Travancoie, from North to South 

Colours of soft parte and Habits as m the last bn d Mr T F 
Bourdillon describes the nest as being made of soft blades of leed- 
grass lined with fine roots The eggs, which are always two, 
measuie 19 1x14 3 mm 

The puncipal breeding season lasts from Maicli to May but 
there seems to be a second brood very otten m July and August 

(293) Rhopocichla atriceps nigxifrons. 

Thh BitAOK-fhonteu Babbkib 

. Alctppe nig t if one Blyth, J A S B , xvm, p 816 (1849) ( Cej Ion) 
Rhopocichla, mgt ift ons Blanf & Oates, l, p 160 

Vernacular names. JBatitchxa (Ceylou) 

Description. Differs from It. a citi tceps m having the black of 
tbe ciown replaced by mtous-brown, a little daikei than the lest 
of the uppei plumage . the \i hite feathers ot the cheeks have 
lengthened black shafts and the vent, thighs and under tail-coverts 
are rufous-brown. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as m the two piecedmg 
foims 

Distribution. Ceylon only 

Xfidifioatioru There are apparently two breeding seasons, one in 
May and June and the second m December and January The 
nest is a ball of dead leaves with an inner lining of twigs and is 
usually placed m some bi amble or straggling bush near a jungle 
pathway, 2 to 5 feet liom the giouud The eggs, two only, 
are exactly like those of the othei races and measure about 
19 2x142 mm 

Habits. According to Legpe this race is much bolder and more 
iveJy than either of the others and he desciibes it as a very 
nquisitive, cheerful little bird flutteimg about the bushes and 
ollovung one another in true Babbler style 
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Genus SCHGENIPARUS Hume, 1874 

"With the genus Scftcamjaants we enter on a group oT small 
birds essentially jTnucilitne both m chamcteristics and in habits 
They possess the typical shoit, lounded wing and strong raisi and 
feet but diffei from all the lest m having short, blunt bills very 
Tit-like in then snpei ficial appeal ance In mdihcation mid habits 
they tesemble many other genera, building ball-sliaped nests placed 
on the ground, whilst they seek their food at least as much on the 
ground as on the lowei bushes 

The nostuls are covered by a membrane and not oveiliung by 
hairs and the rictal bustles aie small , the wings and tail are 
about equal in length and the lattei is well graduated 


Key to Sjyencs and Stibspecies 


A No chestnut hand across breast 

a Sides oi neck not striped 01 only 
obsoletely so 

a' Abov e olive-brown tinged oclira- 
ceous 

b" Above oliv e-biown with no ochra- 
ceous tinge 

b Sides of neck coldly stnped 
33 A chestnut band across breast 


iS dubius dubius, p 

jS d genestiei i, p S85 
jS d mandettn, p 284 
jS i itfiffidai **, p 286 


(297) SchcBniparus dubius dubius. 

Tub Tenasserxm Tit-Bahdi.lii 

J R» open in, dttbitn, Hume, PASS, 1874, p 109 (Mulev it) 

ScJiacnipcn vs dvbttts 331anf & Oates, l, p 168 

Vernacular names Pi ep-doi (Xiuhin) 

Description. l?oi eli e ad, ciowa and nape i eddish biowu, each 
featliei obsolete^ margined dailcer and the forehead tinged viith 
chestnut , loies aud a band oil each side ot the crown, blending on 
the back, black , a white supercilium from the eye to the nape , 
eai-co\eits and sides of neck pale full ous-bi own , upper plumage 
olive-brown, tinged with i uirous on exposed parts ot wings and 
tail low ei plumage pale iulvous, whitish oil the chin, and tin oat 
and olivaceous on the flanks and under tail-co\eits 

Colours of soft parts. Jns yellowish red, pale 3 r ello\v to slaty- 
pink , hill dark brown to dull black , legs ana feet fleshy 

Measurements Total length about 135 mm ; wing 53 to 58 mm , 
tail about 60 min , tarsus 25 mm. , cultnen 12 mm 
Distribution 1ST or them and Cential Tenassenm 
Modification The Tenassenm Tit-Babblei makes a domed 
nest of bamboo leates and grass, which it places either ou the 
ground or close to it The lining, always very slight, is of roots 
and fibres and occasionally these are made use of m the body of the 
nest The sites selected seem to be generally m forests w ith amp 
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uudergi owfch aud, less often, bamboo-jungle. The eggs number 
from two to four In colour they are -white or creamy-white, 
smudged and blotched with yellowish brown and with a few darter, 
almost black, spots and lines The breeding season is fiom 
JTebiuary to May Thu ty egg a average 20 5 x 15 9 mm 

Habits The birds of this genus are more typically Fztnalztne m 
their habits than j&.Zcyppe, less so than Rhopocichla They collect 
in small flocks of flve to ten birds, haunt brushwood and low 
forest and feed wholly on insects which they obtain principally on 
the ground Davison sav s that their note is like “ chir-chit-chit- 
chit,*' constantly lepeated 


(298) SchcBniparus dubius mandellii. 

Tag Assam Tit-BabbiiUi 

St hccntpar us mandetlu Godw -Anst , A AT N II, (4) zvm, p 33 
(1876) (Nnga Hills) , JBlnuf & Oates, i, p 169 

Vernacular names Dao-chxttet (Cachan) 

Description DifFeis from the last in having the upper plumage 
more olive and the chin aud thioat buff like the centre of the 



Fig 53 — Head of 8 d mandellti 


bieast, the black supeicilium and black markings of the head aud 
upper back more pronounced; and the sides of the neck are 
distinctly stuped with black and buff 
Colours of soft parts as in S d dubtns 

measurements Wing '06 to 64 mm , tail about 62 mm , taisus 
23 mm , culmen 12 mm 

Distribution Assam, Ohm Dills and *W Burma 
Nidification This handsome little Babbler bieeds in gieat 
numbers during A-pnl, Mar and June at ull elevations above 3,000 
and fully up to 6,000 feet It may be found m almost nny 
kind of covei but prefeis forest with an undergrowth of bushes, 
blacken and raspberry vines The nest is practically invariably 
placed on the ground, geneially under the piotection of some 
thick patch of cover aud always on a more or less sloping bank. 
The materials used are dead leaves mixed with bracken, grass, 
roots etc and the shape is either a deep, semi-domed cup or a 
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completely domed, egg-shaped affair measuring about 7 to 8 inches 
high by about 5 to 6 inches bioad The full complement of eggs 
is three or four but sometimes two only are laid The eggs are 
like those ot the last bird and two hundred aierage 20 8 x 
15 6 mm , the maxima are 22 0 x 16 0 and 19 5 x 16 1 mm. and 
minima 19 4: X 15 3 and 20 7 X 15 0 mm 

Habits Duung the wintei the Assnm Tit- Babbler collects in. 
small flocks of halt-n-dozen to a dozen individuals, haunting forest 
with ample underglow th and to a less extent bamboo-jungle and 
scrub It is most common from 3,000 feet upwards and is found 
up to at least 6,000 feet and possibly a good deal highei It i-> a 
lestless, eneigetic little bud feeding paitly on the giound, paitly 
on the low bushes and tiees, constantly changing its position and 
now and then fluttering tiom one peich to nnothei ns well as 
sci ambling and hopping through the covei "Whilst engaged m 
feeding they utter a constant “ clnr-i-i-r ” alternating with a sharp 
“ chit ” In the bieedmg season then habits alter greatly and they 
become shy, leLiting little birds, and instead ot being able to watch 
them minutes at a time all one sees of them is a small blow r 
object slipping out of sight into covoi when disturbed 


(299) Schaeniparus dubius genestieri. 

Rn?pox*s Tit-Babbler 

jAloippe aeiiestiei i Oustalet. Bull Mus cL’Hist Nat , Pans, m, p 210 
(1897) (Ts^kno) 

Vernacular names JPi ep-doi (ICachin) 

Description Diffeis from S d dubius m having the forehead 
pale lufous , the ciown is golden-brown with very faint dark edges 
to the feathers , the uppei plumage is olive-brown and the sides 
ot the neck are not streaked 

Colours of soft parts as in /ST d dubius 

Measurements Wing 58 to 61 mm. , tail about 60 mm , tarsus 
21 mm , cnlmen 11 mm 

Distribution Kachm and Bliaino Hills, Yunnan, Shan States 
and S "W China 

Hotliscluld lias shown (H"oi Zool rcvm, p 3C ) that mtermedrus 
is not separable tiom genestiei i and with this 1 agi.ee, but the former 
sometimes lias quite plain indications ot the neck-stripes as in 
maiidelln and as we should expect m that part ot its iange nearest 
that iace 

Hidification Eesembles that oE the last bud Uaiington, 
Griaut and otliers took many nests m jVLardi, April and Alai 
between 4,OOi> and 6,000 feet The eggs aie indistinguishable 
from those of the last tw o buds and measuie about 19 9x155 nun 

Habits differ m no way fiom those of the Assam Tit-Babblei 
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^300) SchoQxuparus rufigulans. 

The Heu-thboaxee Tit-Babbleb 

Jlftnla i iififfulans jMandelli, S F, i, p 416 (1873) (Bhutan Du are) 
ScJianti/jat its t itfiyitlai u Blnnf & Oates, l, p 170. 

ernacular names None recorded 

ascription Eoiehead, crown and nape chestnut, bounded on 
side by a black band, the two meeting on the nape, loies and 
i cilia vi lute , up pei part ot ear-coverts and a patch below the 
slackish , lower part of ear-coverts rufous, connected togetliei 
bioad chestnut band across the throat , uppei plumage, wings 
tail oh\ e-green, the outer webs of the featlieis of mngs and 
suffused with fulvous , chin, throat nud centre of breast 
abdomen white, lenminder of the lowei plumage oli\ aceous, 
ad with rufous on the under tail-coverts 

lours of soft parts Xns reddisfi biown to lake-brown, bill 
k , legs and feet yellowish brown, fleshy-brown oi fleshy-livid 
easnrements Total length about 140 mm , wing 51 to 
in. , tail about 50 min , taisus about 21 to 22 mm , cu linen 
t 10 to 1 i mm 

stnbution Bhutan lluars, Assam North and South of the 
maputra, Mnnipui and Eastern Bengal Hill tracts 
dxflcation This little Tit-Babbler breeds in great numbers all 
d the toot-hills of Margherata in E Assam and probably up 
me 3,500 feet X>i H N Coltai t and X took many nests and 
many brought to us, w ith the birds, from the cential ranges 
nest is like that of the dubxtts gioup but perhaps more moss, 

, fern and bracken ai e used in its construction It is always 
d on the ground and quite as often in small scrub- and bamboo- 
e as in forest whilst occasional! v we found it in small ravines 
mg thiough tea cultivation The eggs are similar to those of 
■ birds ot the genus but are decidedly gieyer and less bold m 
ation as a whole One bundled eggs nveiage 19 5 X 14 7 min , 
‘xtremes being 21 1 X 15 7 mm and 17 3 X 13 9 mm 
kbits Those of the genus, but I think this bud feeds less on 
lound than the other species and flies inoie fieel 3 r aud often 
>ut being frightened into doing so 


Genus PSETTDOHUTCiA Oates, 1894 

e genenc name Sittipai us being preoccupied Oates renamed 
euus as above Thu genus contains two species within 
n limits which differ fiom Schaempairus m baling the tail 
shorter than the wing, whilst, from Ltopai us it differs in 
g no haiis overhanging the nostrils 
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_K 'ey to Specie* and Subspecies. 

A H ead grey , a long black supeicilium JP cmei ea , p 287 
B Head chestnut , no black super- 

ciliura Cp 288 

a Ciown duilc chestnut -P castnneiceps castaneiceps , 

6 Ciown light chestnut P c brunneicmidata, p 280 


(301) Fseudominla cmerea. 

The DusxY-GBEEy Tit-33 a/bhiiEr, 

Mmla ctneiea Blyth, J A. S B , \u,p 449 (1849) (Darjeeling) 
Sittipai us cinei eus Blauf & Oates, i, p 171 

Vernacular names Duo-pet £ Lashiba (Cacliari) 

Description tJppei plumage greyish green, the feathers of the 
foieliead, cioan and nape margined with black, a broad black 
baud ou either side of the crow n from the forehead to the nape, 
tei initiating in a number of sti eaks on the upper back , a broad 



Fig 54 — Head of 2* ctnerea 


pale yellow supercilmra from the back to the nape , a line through 
the eye black , em-co\ erts mixed grey and black , cheeks yellow, 
tipped with black , wing and tail- leathers suffused on the outer 
webs with the coloui of the back, whole lower plumage yellow, 
the sides of neck, breast and abdomen olivaceous 

Colours of soft parts Ins brown or i eddish brown, bill daik 
homy- brown to nearly black, legs fleshy- or reddish-brown, 
“ fleshy yellow * {Jet dori) 

Measurements Total length about 110 to 115 mm , wing 53 to 
58 mm , tail about 42 to 44 mm , taisus about 23 mm , culuien 
10 mm 

Distribution Nepal, Sikkim and Assam North and South of 
the Brahmaputia 

Uidification The Dosky-green Tit-Babbler breeds from 2,500 
up to at least 6,000 feet but uot often below some 3,500 feet. 
The nesting season commences early m Apnl and continues up to 
the latter paitot Julv The nest is either a deep cup, semi-domed 
cup oi a complete oval and is placed either low down in bushes, 
bamboo clumps, vines and creepeis or, inoie rarely, very low down 
in amongst the roots of the same The principal materials in all 
cases wheie bamboos are handy aie bamboo leaves, elsewhere soft 
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Measur ements Total length about 115 to 120 mm , wmg 53 
{Hai mgton') to 67 mtn , tail about 45 inm , tarsus about 22 to 
23 mm , culuieu 9 mm 

Distribution Sikkim, Nepal, Assam Notth of the Biahma- 
putra, Lnkhimpur, Chiu ancl Knchiu Hills, Shan States and hills 
of Central Enst Burma to Tenassernn 

Specimens from N Assam are perhaps a little more rufous or 
fulvous than those from the Shan States South to Tenassernn, 
but the average difference is so little that it seems hardly enough 
for the pui poses of subspecific rank Individual specimens 
vary gteatly 

Nidification The nests, though snmlai m shape and site to 
those ot the lost, differ in. construction m having a great deal of 
moss mived with the other material Davison describes nests as 
made wholly of this material and u orked beautifully into the 
living moss gi owing ou trees The eggs aie \eiy like those of 
the Inst bud and tvienty measure on an aveiage IS 1 x 13 & mm. 

Habits Those of the genus, but Stevens says that this bird is 
nioie iuboie.il in its habits than the last Xt is tound from almost 
the level of the plains up to 7,000 feet 

(303) Pseudominla castaneiceps brunneicauda. 

The Smi.Eojsa CntBTXur-HE a ue d Baububh 
6i u»»eieai«/a Slmrpe, Cat B M,su,p 609 (1883) (Shillong) 

Vernacular names None lecorded. 

Description Differs hom the last m having the head much 
palei and moie mfous, the chestnut on the wings paler, the tail 
biowmsh 

Colours of soft parts as in the Inst 

Measui ements Wing 58 to 02 mm , tail about 45 mm , taisus 
22 mm , oilmen 9 to 10 mm 

Disti lbution Ivhasia Hills, Cacliar Hills and probably Manipur 

Nidification Nests m the Ivhn«ia Hills in Apul, May and 
June The nest is like that of the last but with less moss and 
more grass and bamboo leaves both in the lining and the outei 
part Party eggs average 17 9 x 13 4 mm. 

Habits similar to those of the last tw o 

Genus PUXiVETTA David & Oust., 1877 

The name Piopmw having been hist applied to a species of 
il Iznla is only n synonym ot that genus and cannot be used foi 
this David and Oustalet’s name, oiigmally given to a Chinese 
species, is blieiefore available In JF’ulveita the nostrils are 
coveied by a membrane and are oveihung bj iiumeious hairs but 
the nctal bristles me short The hind claw is ver> lung and 
thick, equal m length to the lnnd toe The wiug and tail aie 

VOX. I TT 
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about equal m length and the latter is graduated The pit 
is soft and dense 

Three species are found within Indian limits and these 
divide into numeious races extending to China and Formosa 

to Species and Subspecies 

A A white supercilium commencing at 
the eye 

a Crown reddish - brown, bordered 
on the sides of the occiput with 
black 

b Crown dull chestnut, bordeied 
on the sides of the occiput with 
reddish biown 

B White supercilium commencing at 
the base of the hill 
C No white supercilium 
c Grown chestnut ... 
d Grown blown . ... . . 


F mmpecta vimpecta, 

F v austenx f p 291 

F v iipponz, p 291. 

F i iificajnlla sot duhot , 
F maniput ensis , p 292 


(304) Fnlvetta vimpecta vinipecta. 

Honssot’s FoiVEm.. 

Siva vmtpectus Hodgs , Ind Rev , 1838, p 89 (Nepal) 
jP» open us vmtpectus Blauf & Oates, l, p 173. 

Vernacular names None recorded 

Description Iiores dusky , forehead, crown, eor-coveits, c 
and nape reddish-brown , a broad white supercilium fion 
eye to the nape, bordeied abo\e by a black line, the two on c 
side of the head converging on the back, back brown w 
vinous tinge , rump, wing and upper tail-coverts ferrugix 
tail brown, washed with rusty- red on the outer webs , pm 
coverts chestnut , the earlier primaries edged with bluish 
the othezs edged wi tb block , secondaries ferruginous or 
outer webs, cbm, throat aud upper bieast whitish with d 
streaks , sides of the bieast like the back but paler, abdomex 
under tail-coverts dark fulvous 

Colours of soft parts Ins pale ochre ( Godxv -utLust ), dark h 
(flwnw) or reddish-biown , bill dark fleshy- oi hoiny-fe 
above, paler livid-fleshy below , legs and feet fleshy-brown or 
purplish-fleshy 

Measurements Total length about 1 20 mm , wing 57 to60i 
tail about 55 mna , tarsus about 24 mm , culmen 10 mm. 

Distribution Simla, Nepal, Sikkim and Assam North oi 
Brahmaputra 

As Hanngton has pointed out, birds west of Nepal have 
head somewhat brighter and have fewer max kings on the th 
but more mateual is lequned to show whether the difference! 
individual or subspecific. 
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Nidification This !Ful\ etta breeds in the Hnnalai as in May and 
June between 6,000 and 10,000 feet, making a deep, compact cup 
of gi ass and bamboo leaies completely covered with moss outside, 
except at the base, and densely lined with fine glass and roots and 
an inner lining of hair or fur It appears to be generally placed 
low down in bushes in thick scrub The eggs number two oi 
tlnee and axe like no other eggs known to me, the ground-colour 
is a Fxench grey, oi grey-blue with markings at the laiger end of 
sepia and dark brown with a few undertying blotches of pale 
neutral tint , all the markings me bold m character but spaise 
and confined almost entnely to the laiger end. They measure 
about IS 2 x 13 7 mm 

Sab its The habits of the ITulvettas seem to be much the same 
as those of Pseudomxnla, though very little has been lecorded They 
ate found up to at least 12,000 feet 

(305) Fulvetta vmipecta austeni. 

GomriK-AusTEK’s b'nxrVETTA 

Pi opai us austeni O -Giant, Bull SO O , v, p 3 (1895) (IVInmpur) 
'Vernacular names Dao-pei e-gajao (Cachan) 

Description XhfFeis from tlie last m having the head duller 
chestnut and the black liend-stripes replaced by deep reddish- 
brow n ; chin white and throat white with reddish-brow n spots 
Colours of soft parts Xns i eddish-brown , bill dark brownish- 
black , legs and feet dull fleshy-brown 

measurements about the same as in Hodgson’s JB'ulvetta 
Wing 57 to 60 mm , culmen 9 to 9 5 mm 

Distribution Kaga Hills, Manipur, Cachnr Hills and probably 
all the hill-ranges South of the Biahxnaputra over 5,000 feet 

lfidification and Habits Nothing recorded Jn Cachnr it was 
a wmtei visitor only to the highest peaks on the Daraii Range, 
wheie X found it in small flocks m the stunted oak forest at 
5,000 to 6,000 feet It is an active, cheerful little bird, restlessly 
moving about the bushes and low T ei trees, both by feet and wings, 
uttenug continually a soft “ chip, chip ” 

(306) Fulvetta vmipecta nppom. 

Tin. Chut Hills Ji’ux.vetta 

Pi opai ua » y> pom Hanngton, Dull DOC, xxmh, p 59 (1913) 
(Mt Vietona) 

Vemaculai names None recoided 

Description Sinnlni to JT v austem but differs in having the 
white supercilium commencing fiom the base of the bill, the ear- 
co\ eits aie chocolate-biow n, almost tlie same coloui as the bead 
instead oi W 13 dark blown conti asting with it 
Colours of soft parts as m austem 
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Measurements. Total length about HO mm , \nng51 to55mm., 
tail about 54 mm., tmsus about 22mm , culmen 9 mm 

Distribution Mt Victoria and highest peaks of Chin Hills 

Nidification. Nests taken by Mi F Giant on M.I Victoria 
were similar to those of jP* v vtmjpecta , being made of glass and 
leaves thukly bound togethei with green moss, the leaies only 
showing through in small patches here and there , th$s lining was 
of fine loots and in shape tlie nests were lather deep, well-made 
cups They were placed in low bushes in forest Two eggs sent 
me by Mr G-raut are like those of Hodgson's Fill vet 1 a but 
measure onlv 16 3 X 13 0 mm 

Habits Those of the genus It is found on Mt Victona up 
to 9,000 feet 


(307) Fulvetta manipurensis. 

Tub Manipuk FuiiVetta 

JPi often vs mam inn easts O -OJiaufc, Dull. DOC, v\ i, p 123 
(Mampui) 

Vernacular names None recorded. 

Description Similar to 1? v. vimpeetci but differs m wanting 
the white supeicilia and m having the flanks and sides bright 
tawny- 1 ufous , the coronal stupes are chocolate, not black, and 
the low er back, rump and upper tail coverts are dull ochrnceous 
orange 

Colours of soft parts. The legs m the dried skin are light 
brownish -yellow 

Measurements Wing BO to 66 mm , tail about 47 min , tarsus 
. about 22 mm , culmen 8 mm 

Distribution Obtained by Gf-odwnn- Austen on the O wen-Jihulno 
Peak, Manipur, and not again by anyone else 

N ldification and Habits. Unknown , found at 8,000 feet 

(308) Fulvetta roficapilla sordidior. 

Bisfon's Fulvktta. 

JPt ojtat us sot rftdioi I&ippon, Dull DOC, xm, p 60 (1903) (Talifti) 

Vernacular names None lecorded 

Description Xiores and m fionfc of the eye greyish , a white 
ring round the eye, foiehead, crown and nape dull chestnut, 
a taint gu*y supereilium and o\ei that a black stripe, ent-coierts 
greyish bi own , back and w mgs oh ve-gi ev ; ontei edge ot first 
pumanes bluish grey, miiei black, lower back, lump and upper 
tail-coveifs and tail fulxous. cbm and tin oat grey, obsoletely 
stuped bieast liiious giey , flanks and«abdoineu pale fulvous 

Colours of soft parts *'Ins dark blown, bill black-biow n, 
lowei mandible yellow-biown , legs and feet daik olive-biown 
(7iot7ist7nlil, No a 55ool , x-s.mii, p 27) 
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Measurements AVmg 63 to 57 mm , tail about 54 mm , tarsus 
about 2^ inm , culmeu about 9 mm 

Distribution Yunnan and W China and 9 Shan State*- 
JSggN ot a ITulvetta sent me trom the Eastern Shan States 
ptobabl> belonged to tins lace 

N ldification and Habits Fiequents mountains between 7,000 
and 1 1 ,000 feet elevation 

Genus LIOFARUS Oates, 1889 

A- pointed out bv Oates tins genus diffeis from Fulvetta in 
having the bans oxei the nostrils longer and the nctal bristles 
much longei , a slioiter, broadei bill and, especially, bv its much 
shoitei bind claw The genu* contains but one very little-known 
species w Inch Hodgson first called chrysotvs and then latei alteied 
to cht ysteus The former name, howexei, must stand 

(309) Li op arris chrysotis. 

Till. Golden-hue a. stud Fultetta 

2’/ opai us chtysotis (llodgs ), Bljtb, J A SB, xin, p 938 (I8S4) 
(Slkkllll) 

Liopams clu ysecits lllanf & Oates, i, p 174 
Vemaculai names Prong-samyct -pho (Lepclia) 

Description Forehead, ciown, nape and loies sort blackisli- 
asby , eai-coveits, cheeks and a i mg zound the eye silxei v-uhite, 
tlie fiist streaked with ashy , back and scapulais ashy-olive , lump 
and upper tail -cos erts olix e-green , tail brown, the basal two- 
tlmds of all the feathers margined with orange-yellow , wing- 
coverts black , wings daik brown, the fiist ii\e primaries edged 
with orange-yellow, the outer secondaries all broadly margined with 
tlie same and tipped with white, tlie inner secondaries broadly 
margined with w lute on the inner webs , chin and throat si 1 very- 
ashy-brown , remainder of low ei plumage bright orange-yellow 
Colours of soft parts Ins brown , bill plumbeous, paler below ; 
legs pale fleshy 

Measurements Total length about 110 mm , wmg 50 to 54 mm ; 
tail about 50 mm , taisus about 23 min , culmen about 8 mm 
Distribution 2\epal, Sikkim and Assam m the higher innges 
both 3S T oitli and South ot the Biahm.iputra, IVIainpiu. 

Hxdiflcation Hodgson descnhes the nests ns oval, nieasunng 
about 6" x 4 made almost entirely of bamboo leaxes and 
gias*. and lined with glass and moss loots. Nests taken bv 
H Stexens m Nepal ngiee xxell with the abo\ r e but are smnller 
and .ue x erx deep cups, not domed, densely lined xxitb featheis 
They were placed m clumps of bamboo as were Hodgson’s The 
eggs, t ht.ee in number, me white, deeply tinged with pmk before 
being blown, with blotches and spots of sienna-brown and pale 
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neutial tint, principally disposed, os a ring round the larger end 
They measure about 17 4x13 3 mm Mr Stevens's nests were 
taken on the 29th May and 3rd June at about 9,000 feet 

Habits Stevens found them m pairs haunting shi ubs in dense 
foiest between 6,000 and 9,000 feet elevation 


Subfamily *. 

This subfamily differs trom the Ttmalxznte in having longer 
wings and comparatively shortei, weaker tarsi and feet Together 
with these featuies they have different habits, as one would have 
expected They a\e strictly ai boreal, seldom, if evei, feeding on 
the giound, nor do they sciamble and climb about the under- 
growth but hop fiom one branch to another, take easily to flight, 
and are not nearly so noisy as the last group of birds 

The sexes me alike in plumage and often bughtly coloured 
This subfamily leinams much as m.Blanfoid and Ontes, but the 
genus Zosterojos is removed en bloc to a family by itself, Zostn optilce 
of Shaipe 

The genus j&ctvnad/ui a I retain in this subfamily with some 
doubt, as m many ways it approaches the previous subfamily, 
especially m its notification, but on the whole it appears to be 
propel ly placed where it is 


Key to &enera 


A Tail nearly twice the length of wing . 

B Tail and wing not differing much m length 
a Tail- tea theis graduated 

a' All the tail-feathers gia.dun.ted 

a" Tail lengei than wing, the outei 
tail-feathers falling snort of tip of 
tail by a distance equal to length 
of tarsus 

a" Wings not bai red 
b”' Wings barred 

V Tail not lougei than wing, the outei 
tail-feathers falling short of the tip of 
tail by less than the length of tarsus 
c'" Nos tills not overhung bj hairs, 
wings barred 

d."’ Nostrils oveihung bj hairs and 
wings not bailed 


SnsxA, p 296 


Lrioftila, p 296 
Actinoduka, p 603. 


Ixofb, p 307 
Stafhidia, p 309 


* The subfamily Dtacltt/y/et i/t/nus dues not belong lu the 'Itmaltttlte at nil 
Oates realised then close connection with the I'ttrdtdts but plnced them in l*is 
Ch ate* opodxdtB on the ground that the plumage of the young was like that oj 
the parent, whereas it has been pi ovea that in Darvivot a, Bi achyptet tjt ana 
Dry in och a i cs all have spotted > oung The genera Myiaphonena nnrf At i enqu 
arc true Thrushes, Elaphtomts appears to be a Warblei somevv liei o neir 
Tt iftttra Tcsin and Oltgura are Wrens, Trogladyt*d*s , and the other genei » 
shoit-winged Ohats which maybe retained in a subfannly, lit achyprci ygmte, 
in t!»e Tin didte All these genera will be found m then appropriate pla 
in future volumes 
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b' The two outer pairs only of tail-feathers 

graduated . . . Siva, p 312. 

a Tail square and not graduated 

c' Bill slender, gently curved and both 

mandibles of the same length T china, p 31G 

d' Bill stout and straight, the upper man- 
dible longer than the lower one, with 
the tip bent down 

e" Depth of bill at nostrils less than 

breadth Ixuirs, p 321 

A". Depth of bill at nostrils more than 

breadth . . . Erpornis, p 324 


Genus SIBXA Hodgson, 1836 

The genus Sibia contains but one species, which is remarkable 
for the extraordinary length of its tail, which is twice as long as 
the w ing and greatly graduated 

The bill is shorter than the head, slender and curved, and the 
nostiils are covered by a large membrane The nctal bristles are 
moderate m length The bill is similar to that of Leuyptxla, figured 
below. 


(310) Sibia picaoides picaoides. 

Tun Lokq-tahiEd Sibea. 

Sibia picaoides Hodgs , J A. SB, vw, p 38 (1839) (Nepal) , Blanf 
& Oates, l, p 195 

Vernacular names -3/a tcheo-pho (Xiepcha) 

Description W hole upper plumage, wings and tail deep slaty- 
brown, the tail tipped with white and the wings with a white patch 
formed by a spot on each outer web of four of the secondaries ; 
forehead and lores blackish , throat and breast slaty-brown ; 
remainder of lower plumage ashy-grey, becoming albescent on the 
abdomen 

Colours of soft parts Ins red or crimson, occasionally brown , 
bill black or horny-black , legs dusky grey, claws horny-black 

Measurements Total length about 340 mm , wing 120 to 
125 mm , tail about 210 to 220 mm , tarsus about 30 mm. ; 
culmen about 24 mm 

Distribution Nepal and Sikkim to Assam North and South 
of the Brahmaputra , Chin Hills, Eachm Hills, Shan States and 
Ivarenni to Tenassemn 

Hidification A nest taken by Mr H. Stevens m Sikkim at 
about 8,000 feet elevation, where this Sibia was common and no 
otheis were present., was assuredly of this bird though the owner 
of it was not shot It was a compact nest made entirely of moss, 
lined with moss roots and was placed at the end ot the branch of 
a pine-tree The one egg it contained measured 24*5 X 18 3 mm. 
and is exactly like those of Lexojptxla gracilis, described further on 
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Habits This beautiful Sibia is not uncommon fiom 3,000 to 
8 t 000 feet, fi equeiitmg forests m small parties or in pairs and 
feeding JatgeJy on the insects which ate found m flowering trees, 
such as the ~cofrton-ti.ee etc They are not noisy buds but 
frequently utter a note which Jordon terms “a sort of whistling 
call,” shrill but not unpleasant. According to Ste\ ens it is found 
in the foot-hills in Jjakhnnpui m January* and February in flocks 
numbering as many ns twenty' 


Genus DEIOPTIDA Blyth, 1847 

Differs chiefly from Stbia m its much shortei tail , this is longer 
than the wtug and well graduated, the outeimost feathei lenclnng 
a little beyond the middle of the tail The uctal bristles nre a 
little longer than m Stbia and theie is a full crest in all the 
species 


Ivey to Species and Subspecies 


A Crown of head black or blown 

tt Median pair of tml- feathers with n 
subterimnal black band 
a ' Bump anduppei tail-cov erts rufous 
a” Dm Jeer , breast rufous 
6 " Paler , breast pale pinlnsli- 
rufous . . . 

b' Hump and upper tail-co\ eits ashy 
b Median pair of tail-feathers uniform 
brown or blade with a white tip 
t ' Bump and uppei tn.l-coi erts clioco- 
late-biown 

t” Inner secondaries black 

o'" I T pper plumage brownish 
black . . 

b CJppei plumage deepei black 
d" Inner secondaries chiefly chest- 
nut . 

rZ' Hump chestnut - 

«" Wing-coverts margined with 
ashy and diestnut 
c'". Chestnut of back paler 
d"' Chestnut of back anikur 
/' "Wing-co vei ts entn ely black 
B Crown of head bluisli-grey like the 
upper back . . ... 


£p 200 

L cajnsti ata cqpis/i at a, 

L c pallida , p 298 
L ffi aciliSy p 298 


Z i» melanoleuca , p 299 

It 7li 7 adcltjfei, p. 300 
It castanoptei a , p 300 


[p 300. 

It, anncctens annectent , 

It a satin ata, p 301. 

It a davtiont, p 302 

It pulchclla pulchella, p 302 


(311) Xieioptila capi strata capi strata. 

Tire Blaok-hcabcu Sibia. 

Cmclosoma capi&ti alum Vigois, P Z S., 1831, p CO (Hinmlny ns) 
(Darjiling) 

hoptila capistrata Blnnf. &. Oates, i, p 196 

'Vernacular names Samb? laL-pho (Iiepclin) , Sesigona (Bhut.), 
Si by a (Nep ) 
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Description Forehead, cionn, ciest, nape and sides of the 
head black, the ear-coveits sometimes dark biown, the whole 
lower plumage, tump and uppei tail-coi ei ts and a broad collar 
round the neck deep bright rufous , back and scnpulnis gt e> ish- 
biown median lail-feathei s rnfous for three-quai teis of then 
length, then with a daik hand and a bluish tip, in the otliei feathers 
the mtous poition lapidly diminishes and tlie black mci eases, 
lowei wmg-coxeits lufous , primary-coverts black, gieatei cover ts 
white at base, forming a bioad band, the exterior feathers blue 
tipped with black, the others ripped w ith lufous , inner secondaries 
chestnut edged with blue, the other quills daik biown, the 
primaries with the outei webs pale blue, the outei secondaiies 
daik blue 



Fig 55 — Head of L c capist * aia 


Colours of soft parts Xus i eddish-brow n to biilhant crimson, 
pei haps according to age , bill black, legs flesh} -gi ey to put plish- 
bi own, claw's hoi ny-bi own 

Measm ements Total length about 220 to 230 mm , wing 91 to 
96 mm , tail about 100 mm , taisus about 30 mm , culinen about 
20 mm. 

Distribution Eastern Himalayas, Nami-tal to Haifa Hills 

Nidification The Black-headed Sibia breeds duung j\lay and 
J une at elevations between 5,000 and 7,000 feet, making a i eiy 
compact, deep cup of moss sometimes mixed moie or less w itfi scraps 
of dead leaf, lichen, etc Between the outei nest and the true 
limng of fine loots and fern-racl tides is an inner lining of soft grass 
and shieds of fibre and leaves The nest is ieij' hard to locate, as 
it is geueially high up in pine-, fir-, oi deodai-tiees m the bushy 
extremities of the outei branches The eggs ui e generally tw o, 
xnoie iaielv thiee, and aie pale blue m giound-coloui with 
splashes, smears and blotches of pale and dark biownisli-ied with 
a few spots and hail -lines of ieiy daik red- black The shell is 
fine but not glossed, they are fragile eggs for then si^e and in 
shape they aie lathei bioad blunt orals They measm e about 
24 1X19 1mm 

Habits Tins Sibia is found in flocks, often of some sive, in 
tiee-foiest between 5,000 and 8,000 feet eleiation, wnndenug a 
good deal lower in the cold weather They aie entnely aiboieal 
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and keep much to the highei blanches of firs, spruce and similar 
tiees, using their wings far moie and then feet tin less than birds 
of the pxecedmg sub-family, at the same time their flight is dipping 
and slow, nothing like that ot the Tut ilxd.ce. They are rathei 
noisy birds, but their notes are very pleasing and Sutton says 
their 11 loud, ringing call txtteree, ixttetee , tueeyo quickly repeated 
may be constantly heard on wooded banks during Bnnunei.’’ 

(312) ILeioptila capistrata pallida. 

The Pale Sibia. 

Jjtonttla camstrata pallida Sartert, Eat Voir Sen ckenb. Mus., n 21 
(1891) (Simla) 

Vernacular names None recorded. 

Description Differs from X c cajnsti ata m being paler every- 
where and in having the lower parts a pale, almost pinkish 
rufous 

Colours of soft parts and measurements as in the last 

Distribution. N.W. Himalayas, Ha/ara to Grarhwal 

NidiUcation The nest and eggs cannot be distinguished from 
the last but Mr A E Jones has taken some vei y beautiful 
erythnstic clutches m Simla Twenty-four eggs average about 
5 0 x 18 1 mm 

Habits Found from 5,000 to 9,000 ieet elevation m the same 
kind of haunts as the last bud 

(313) Xieioptila. gracilis. 

The Obex Sibxa 

JETypsipetes tp acilxs McCleU , P Z S, 1839, p 159 (A8«am) v 

Jbioptila fft act Its 331 an f & Oates, i, p ' 197 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description Forehead, crown and lores black, paling on the 
nape and eai -coverts and blending with the rich slaty-brown of 
the hmd neck, back and scapulars, lump and upper tail-coverts 
ashy-giey , lessei, median and pumnry coverts, and outer feathers 
of the gieatei coverts black , remaining grealei coverts and inner- 
most secondaries bluish -ash} , edged with black and the basal 
poi turns more or less white , quills block, the earlier primaries 
edged with hoary-grey on the outer webs , central tail-feathers 
bluish-grey with subtei mmol black bands, the black bands and 
grev tips increasing in extent until the outermost feathers are 
entirely black with grev tips , chin, throat and cheeks white, 
becoming fulvous on the breast and abdomen, the sides of which 
are washed with lilac, vent and under tail-coverts buff 

Colours of soft parts Iris red to bright crimson, reddish -bi on n 
m young buds, bill black, legs and feet brown to bi ovv rush-black, 
the feet and claws daiker still 
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Measurements Total length about -235 to 245 mm , wmg 92 to 
97 mm , tail about 130 to 140 mm , tnrsus about 30 mm , culmen 
about 20 mm 

Distribution Hills South of the Brahmaputra, Mampui and 
Chin Hills 

Nidification This bird breeds freely in the Xhasia Hills, where 
it is common between 4,000 and 0,000 feet In the eail} sixties 
G-odw in- A listen took its nest in the TJramm Valley and the next 
nest w as taken by m 3 self in 1905 111 the same spot , since then 
manj' nests hate been taken, all m pme-tiees and all built 111 the 
thick tufts at the ends ot blanches Thej me made of gieen moss 
and lined with loots and are lather massive and well-bmlr cups 
The eggs are geneially two only m nuinbei, sometimes tlnee and 
ver\ raiely four In appenrance they are \ ery r like w cnklv colouied 
Blackbirds.’ eggs, pale gieyisli or gieenish blue, lightly freckled and 
blotched all o\ei with pale reddish, n few eggs approach the 
ji.cltnodtn <t t\ pe ot egg with bolder markings and spots Sixty 
eggs aveiage 23 ^ x 17 7 mm The bleeding season las>ts tiom the 
middle of May to July and the birds mnr be found during these 
months any w heie between 4,000 foot and the highest peaks 

Habits The Grey Sibia is essentially* a bud ot pine-forests, 
outside ot which it is but rarely met with except in the cold 
weathei months, when it wandeis down to nbout 3,000 feet m any 
kind of tree-forest It flies tnirlv well, haunting the tops ot the 
pines in small flocks or pairs, working the blanches for insects as 
assiduously ns other species of this ianuly Its coll is a tine, clear 
treble note but if has many otlieis ot a conversational chaiacter 
though it is not a noisy bird 

(314) Lieioptila melanoleuca melanoleuca. 

TldCEM/S Sibu. 

Sibitt melanoleuca Tickell, Blytli, J A S B , wvm, p 413 (1859) 
(Muleyit Mt ) 

Lioptila melanoleuca Blanf & Oates, 1 , p 198 

Vernacular names None recorded 

Description Bar-coverts very daik brown, forehead, ciown. 
nape and rest of the sides of the head black , back, scnpuluis, 
lesser and median wiug-coierts, rump and upper tnil-coverts 
chocolate-brown, tinged with ashy on the two lattei parts; w mg- 
quills and gieatei coieits black , tail dailc biown, the outei webs 
edged black and all the feathers tipped with white, entire lower 
plumage white 

Colours of soft parts Ins lake , bill black legs and feet dark 
reddisli-bi ow 11 to dark puiplisli -brown 01 brownish black Clfume 
4r Jlciv ) 

Measurements Length about 220 111 m , w mg 87 to 90 mm , tail 
about 120 mm , tarsus about 28 mm , culmen about 17 in 111 
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Distribution Fioui Mul<u-yit Mountaio in Tenasseinn, possibly 
tluough Siam to tbe Slian States and Hu by Mines district 

Hidiiication Davison obtained a nest of tins bn d on Muhu-yit 
made of bamboo leaies, glass, moss and other mateuals and placed 
m a small bianch of a high tree growing in a lavme Xt was taken 
on the Jlbt Hebmary and contained tluee eggs, pale spotless blue 
and meastmiig about 29 3X17 O mm 

Habits similar to those of the last bird Dawson descubes 
its note as a single, long-diau n, cl eai -sounding whistle 

(315) Deioptila melanoleuca radclifiei, v subsp nov 

Radclifpe’s Sibia 
Vernacular names. 2$ one lecorded 

Description Diffeis from L m melanolettca in having the 
u hole uppei paits glossy block with no trace of brown 

Colours of soft part a and Measui ements as in the last bird 
Distribution There me only three specimens from 3NT E Cential 
Huiinam the Hntish Museum and one in the Bombay Natural 
XXistoiy Society’s Museum from Taunghoo These are marked 
lAojrtila, radelrffei, but theie is nothing to show by whom the name 
was wiitten oi wheie it lias been published, if at all 
Hidxfication and Habits Not lecorded 

(316) Xieioptila. castanoptera. 

Fba’s Sibia 

SMalacias castanoptera Saivodou, Ann Mus Civ Gen, (2) vn, 
p 863 (1889) (Monte Cairn) 

Jsiqpttla castanopter a Slanf & OateB, l, p 199. 

V eraacular names Noao i ecoi ded 

Description Hesembles TxekelPs Sibia but is a daikei bird 
and bas the greater paifc ot the inner secondaries and gi eater 
coverts chestnut 

Colours of soft parts Jns crimson , bill and legs black 
Measurements. A lathei huger bird than the last, mug 89 to 
95 intn 

Distribution Earenni and Western Shan States 
Hidification and Habits. jNotliing recorded 

(317) Xieioptila annectens annectens. 

, Blttii’b Sibia 

J.eiojrtila anneeten s Dlyth, J A.S. B, \vi, p 450(1847) (Darjeeling) 

J Liajrtila annectens Dlanf & Oates, i, p 199 

Vernacular names Hubnun-pho (Lopchn) 

Desci iption. Uppei pait of head and hind neck black, the 
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latter streaked with white , sides o£ the back black , scapulars pale 
rufous , middle of back, 1 ump and upper tail-coverts chestnut, 
the latter with a few black stieaks , lesser and median Ming- 
co verts block edged with ashy , greater coverts black tipped with 
chestnut , pinnaries black, edged on the outei webs of all but the 
last two 01 thiee with bluish-white, secondai les the same but with 
broader edges and the innei most tipped w ith u hite and w ith some 
chestnut on the outer web , tail black, edged with still deeper black 
on the basal half and tipped with white, the white increasing iti 
extent ontwardli ; lower plumage white, except the vent, flanks 
aud under tail-coveits which are chestnut 

Colours of soft pai ts Ins grey-brown m the young to choco- 
late-bi own and deep crimson in the adult, bill black, the extreme 
base ot the lowei mandible yellow , legs and feet wax- 01 chiome- 
yellow', claws brownish. 

measurements Total length about 190 mm , wing 75 to 80 min , 
tail about 85 to 87 mm , tarsus about 24 mm , culmeu about 
15 to 16 mm 

Distribution Sikkim, Assam North and South of the Biahnia- 
putru, Manipui aud Chm Hills 

Hidification This graceful Sibi& breeds from 4,000 feet to the 
top ot the highest hills South of the JBiahmaputra, placing its nest 
on the small outer blanches o£ tiees, sometimes at great heights, 
sometimes in quite small saplings not 20 feet fiom the giound 
In shape it is a deep cup of moss, mixed with a tew leaves and 
roots with an innei lining ot glass and reed-stems and a tiue 
lining oT fine roots and fem-iacl tides It is placed without any 
attempt at concealment and even if not spotted at once the excited 
actions oE the buds soon diaxv one s attention to it The eggs, 
which numbei either two or ttuee, are pale blue with blots, 
blotches and specks of pale reddish-biown and a few hau -lines 
oE the same or daiker Twenty-five eggs avet&ge 22 0x15 5 mm 
The bleeding season is IVTay and June 

Habits Blyth’s Sibia is a bud o£ the evei green foiests above 
4,000 feet, descending but little lowei even m the cold season It 
climbs, creeps and flutteis amongst the highei branches ot the 
trees in hunting foi food and is geneiallv found in small puties 
ot fi*re oi six individuals Then note is a cleai , single whistle but 
tin vre quite uuobtiusive buds, though not veiv sh\ 

(318) Leioptila annectens saturata. 

Waldo’s tSiuiv. 

Lioptila satui ata Walden, Ibis, 187 >, p 3)2 (Kaieimee) 

Vernacular names 2s one lecoidetl 

Description SuuiLu to the last but differ •» in ha\mg the bick 
a ncliui, deepei chestnut 



302 


TIM.A TtXTDJE 


Distribution The eastern lulls of Burma, Kachm Hills and 
Imn Shares to ICarenni 
HidifLcation and Habits. Nothing recorded. 

(319) Iieioptila a/nnectens davisoni. 

Davisow’s Sibia 

JLtoptrla Jnvtaoni Hume, S. F, r, p. llO ^1877) (Mulept Mt), 
JBlani & Oates, i, p 200 

Vernacular names Hone recorded 

Description Ditteis from L a annectetis in having the back and 
wmg-coveits black and the rump nnd uppei tail-coveits mingled 
black and deep fen ugmous maroon. 

Colours of soft parts. Ins crimson. , bill black , legs Jiomy- 
bi own 

Heasaiements about the same as m the other laces oi a 
tnfle smallei , wing about 75 ram. 

Distribution Tenassemn 
Hidification unknown 

Habits. Davison says ** I only found this bii d at Mnlevit, 
quite neai the top, usually in pairs, sometimes singly. X found it 
geneially about the large trees suironnding the ‘Saltans’ or 
camping-grounds, strange to say, climbing about the ttunk and 
branches much after the manner ot a Hu thatch I have also 
seen it hunting about the leaves and smaller blanches of the 
tiee-tops Those I killed had eaten only insects ’ 

(3 20) Iieioptila pulchella pulchella. 

Thk BEArTuvt Sibia. 

Stbia pulchella Godw -Aust,, A M If H, (4) uu, p 100 {1874) 
(Kunho, Nagft Hills) 

Zanptila pulchella Dlnnf & Oates, i, p 200 
Vernacular names Hone recorded 

Description The whole upper plumage and smallei wing-coverts 
bluish-grey* brighter on the head , median tail-feathers umber- 
brown, with a subterminal black band and a dark grey tip, the 
block gradually increasing m extent until the outermost feathers 
are nearly all black with grey tips , greater coverts next the back 
entirely chocolate-brown changing to black on the outer coveits, 
wmglet and pumary-coveits , primaries black broadly edged with 
bluish-grey, outer secondaries with daiker grey edges and inner 
secondaries umbel -brown, edged with black on the outer webs, 
lores and round the e) e black ; ear-coverts mixed bluish-grey and 
black , lower plumage ashy-blue, tinged with vinous 

Colours of soft parts Ins cnmson , bill black , legs homy-biown. 
measurements Total length about 230 mm , wing 10 0 to 
105 mm , tail about 120 min , tarsus about 33 mm , culmen 
about 20 mm 
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Distribution The Sills South of the Brahmaputia abo\ e 5,000 
feet, Toropatu Peak, Dnfla Sills 
Sidification unknown 

Sabits This Sihia frequents only the higher ranges In some 
paits oE the Saga Sills- at about 7,000 to 9,000 feet it is not rare 
and it wanders, probably only in winter, into Cachar ami the 
Khasia Sills on the peaks and udges between 5,000 and 6,000 feet 
Godwin- Austen says that it is found m companies of about half-a- 
dozen, haunting the tops of i hododendion-trees, the fioweis of 
which it searches bu&ilv for insects The only call I heard »\as a 
veiy loud, shnll whistle, less musical than the notes of this genus 
geneially are They are extiemely active birds like all the others 


Genus ACTINODTTRA Gould, 1836. 

The genus ^dctznorZut a only differs from Lezoptila in its shorter, 
less slender bill and m life they have a stouter, rather stronger 
tarsus, though this is not visible m dried skins 

The bill is about half the length of the head, the nctal bristles 
are long and the tail is considerably longer than the wing and well 
graduated as in Lezoptila 

There are m India and Burma two species which vaiy con- 
siderably m different geographical areas. 


IT<ey to Species and Subspecies. 


A No white ring round eye 

a Forehead and fore crown chestnut , back 
reddish-olive 

b Forehead rufous , crown like the back 
a’ Back ochraceous 
V Back greyish-olive . 

B A conspicuous ring of white featheis 
round the eye 

c Crown and back ashy olive-brown 
d Crown tinged with rufous , back more 
ochraceous 


A 

uL 

Ji. 

Ji. 


eget tom eget torn , p 303 

e AJiastana, p 304 
e rtppom, p 305 

[p 305 


» amsay t ramsayi , 
r radcltffet, p 306 


(321) Actinodura egertoni egertom. 

The NepaIi Bae-ithtg. 

-■Actinodut cl egertoni Gould, P Z. S , 1836, p 18 (Sikkim), Blanf & 
Oates, l, p 201 

Vernacular names, ttatnmo-pho (JLepclia) 

Description Crest rich ashy-biown , forehead, lores, lound the 
eye, cheeks and chin rufous ; eai -coverts, sides of the neck and 
mantle brown, paler than the ciest, smaller wmg-coverts, rump, 
back and uppei tail -coverts reddish brown , primary-coverts almost 
entuely black, greater coverts chestnut, inner webs of primaries 
and outer secondaries brown, tlie outei webs ashy with chestnut 
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bases and black bars , inner secondaries silky-brown, narrowly 
barred with black, outer tail-feathers biown, barred with bl ack 
and tipped with w hite ; the middle pair reddish brown, obsoletely 
bzurred and the intervening ones gradually changing from the 
one to the other ; throat and uppei bieast pinkish-fulvous , 
lemamder of lower plumage fulvous, the centre of the abdomen 
whitish and the under tail-coverts tipped with white 

Colours of soft parts Jiis brown or reddish brown , bill pale 
hoi ny-brow n, darkei on culmen, paler on gonys , legs and feet 
pale sienna or pale brown. 

Measurements Total length about 220 to 230 mm , wing 80 to 
85 mm , tail about 105 to 115 mm , tarsus abont 28 mm , culmen 
about 15 mm. 

Distribution Nepal, Sikkim and Dafla Hills. 

Nidlfication The Nepal Bar-wing breeds between 4,000 and 
8,000 feet in May and J une, making a compact cup-shaped nest of 
grass, leaves and bamboo leaves mixed with roots and tendrils and 
lined with liner roots and rhizouioiph. Outside there is always 
a certain amount ot moss and often a great deal, whilst m some 
instances this material is largely used in the nest itself It 
measures between 4 and 6 mcbes in diameter and is almost 
as deep as wide, though occasionally a more shallow -shaped nest 
may be taken It is placed in saplings, small tiees or high 
bushes 10 to 25 feet fiom the ground and most often in fairly 
dense foiest. The eggs number two or three, veiy rarely four, 
and aie a pale blue-green m colour with rather smeary lines, 
blotches and smudges of reddish brown with secondary markings 
of pale lilac-giey The texture is fine but not veiy glossy, the 
shape an obtuse oi al and twenty-five eggs average 22 8 X V7 5 mm 
m measurement 

Habits In habits these birds differ little from those of the genus 
JOetoptila Hume lemarks that they go about in small parties 
and are quite tree-birds, clambering about and poking into every 
hole and cranny and foraging about much like Tits m the huge 
bunches ot orchids and othei parasites They are rather noisy 
birds but most of their notes are mellow and pleasnnt They are 
mainly insectivorous in their diet, perhaps wholly so 

(322) Actinodura egertom khasiana. 

Tan Sirranoiro Bab-wihs. 

^ictinofiut a 7* hast an a Godw -Aust , J.A S B , xv, pt n, p 76 (1876) 
(Slnllong) 

Vernacular names Hone lecorded. 

Description Differs from the last bird in the lighter crown, tlie 
i nf ons ot the forehead is paler and does not extend on to the 
ciown as it does in that bud, the back, rump and upper tail- 
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coverts are much more ochraceous and the central tail-feathers 
are much more distinctly barred 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as m the last bird 

Distribution Hills South of the Brahmaputra in Assam to 
Manipur 

Nidiflcation Similar to that of the last bird but bleeds at a 
lower elevation, t e between 3,500 and 6,000 feet The eggs 
cannot be distinguished from those of the last bird and are like 
poorly coloured, weakly marked specimens of those of Tt ochalo- 
jptet tim jaJicemceum One hundred eggs average 23 4 x IT 7 mm, and 
the extremes are 25 0x18 4, 21 7x17 4 and 22 0x17 0 mm. 

Habits This is a very common bird over all the 'Western Hills 
South of the Brahmaputra but much more rare to the Bast. It 
wanders about m parties of half-a-dozen to a dozen or so, keeping 
puncipallj to the tiee-tops and bigger tieeB, as described by Hume 
when referring to the last bird but sometimes haunting the lower 
cover when tlieie is any special attraction In N Cachar they 
were found occasionally feeding on the ground amongst straw- 
berries, w hich w ere infested with a little black fly In these latter 
cases we found the stomachs contained a mass of crushed stiaw- 
bemes and flies, the buds evidently swallowing them together 
They w ei e not shy birds and allowed quite close observation 
without moving away but they were always most restless and 
quick in then motions 

(323) Actinodura egertoni ripponi. 

Eitpon’b Bas-wixg 

Actinodm a rtppotn Ogilvie-Grant, Ibis, 1907, p 166 (Alt Victoria) 

Vernacular names JPong-prap (BZachin) 

Description Similar to ui e Miasiana but with the crow n dark 
grey as m A e egertoni and the back, rump and upper tail-coverts 
olive-green 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the other races 

Distribution Chin and Eachin Hills 

Hidiflcation and Habits differ m no way from those of the two 
other birds , Ten eggs taken by Hanngton, Mackenzie, Grant 
and others average 2d 0 X 17 5 mm Hanngton obtamed their 
nests from bamboo clumps _ , 


(d24) Actinodura ramsayi ramsayi. 

Bambat’s Bah-wutg. 

jLctvnodin a » amsayi Walden, A M K. H , (4) xv, p 402 (1875) 
(Karennee) , Slanf & Oates, l, p 202 

r Vernacular names. Hone recorded 
von z. x 
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Description Upper plumage ash; olive-brown, tinged with 
ferruginous on the head and more so ou the forehead, the feathers 
of the back, lump and Uppei tail-coverts faintly cross- bai 1 e'd with 
black , lores dusky , a conspicuous ring of white lound the e^e', 
sides of head ashy , pi nnaiy-co verts black , inner secondaries and 
other wing-coverts ohve-biown, distinctly baned with black; 
outer* webs of primaries and outer secondaries chestnut on the 
basal, ashy on th& terminal halves, haired with black, tail olive- 
brown, 'distinctly barred with numerous nanow black bais, the 
bais increasing in width on the outer feathers , all the ' tail- 
feathers tipped with white , whole lower plumage ocliraceous buff, 
becoming biowner on the under toil-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts Ins light hau -brown , bill borny-brown , 
legs slaty-brown ( IVat cl la iv-liamsay ) 

Measurements Total length 230 to 240 min , wing 86 to 
90 inm., tail about 120 to 130 mm. , tarsus about 28 mm , culmen. 
about 18 mm 

' Distribution The Southern Shan States and .Karenni. 
Bidification unknown. , 

Habits. Hippon records of this bird m the Shan States “ The 
habits of this bird me xery like those of Lctopttla casta noptera , 
it hops rapidly from blanch to blanch, frequently' uttering its 
call The call of £ castanoptm a is three notes in the minor in a 
descending scale, preceded by a flourish , that of A ramsayx is 
the same without the flourish ” It is found in heavy forest or 
brushwood between 3,000 and 5,000 feet elevation 


, (325) Actinodura ramsayx radcliffei.* j -*'* 

Tech Bttby Mutes Bae-whtb ,r " r t* * * * 


* > I r - 


A.cttnod.u .1 a t atnxat/t mdcltffet Uanngton, Bull. B. O C ,• iui, p 1>9 
Cl 910) (Ruby Mines) - , ,, . . >> c - ^ -, sr ■ ,J 

Vernacular names None xecoided , ‘ >i- ' ri •> « » 1 

, Description. *t Differs from A, i amsay* m having the^fore -part 
of^the head and ciest darker ferruginous,' the general colour of 
the .upper parts ochiaceous , the abdomen is conspicuously white, 
and the feathers of the throat have rather <aonspifcuous shaft- 
streaks ” 

Colours of soft parts “Ins brown u . bill dark brown , legs pale 

« ,3 f l - r J r » . |p« 7» vl;i. O — 1 ' ' 

brown 

Measurements “ Total length about'240 mm , culmen 20 mm , 
giving 9L.4 nun. , tail 127 mm tars.us- 30 5 v 'inm ” i •» j * 

Distribution 41 The type, tbe*only 'specimen obtained, was shot 
by Ool. II Delmo-liodcliffe lift. tylfL llujbj’ Minep v District, Cpper 
Butina ” ' ' J ” * , ,< 

Hidification and Habits unknown 
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Genus IXOPS Hodgson, 1844 

The genus Ivops is \eiy close to JLctwodwa, cliffeimg only in 
having a com pm ativelv shorter tail and tlxe tail-teat hers less 
graduated Species of this genus extend fiom JNepal eastuaids to 
Poimosa Jn the case 'ot this genus it is not c*a& 3 r to decide 
w bethel the different louns should be treated as species or sub- 
species Theie aie* four quite distinct buds m which the 
inateual at piesent available shows no intei grading , These aie 
two lufous-bieasted buds, one' stuped and one unstiiped, a 
third striped giet bud and a fourth with a grey hi east with 
blown centies There seems, lioweiei, to be no intei vemng aiea 
in which a half-way form olcuis At the same time no two~o>£ 
these foims aie found breeding m the same area and theiefore, 
for the present, I keep them as geographical races, or subspecies, 
only. 

Ixops nipalensis. 

Key to Suhsjicciet, 

A Chin, throat and hi east not stuped , 
bend with pule sLieats 
B Chin, throat and bieast stienked , 
featlieis of head with pale edges 
a Chin, tin oat and bi east rufous with 
daiker centies 

«’ TJppei parts rufous , ear-cot eits sil- 
\ erj -giey 

b’ Uppei parts deep l ufous or maroon- 
brown, ear-coierta dmK jriey 
b Cbm, throat and bieust giey with 
biown centies 

■ i * 



it ■ * 

. (326) Ixops nipalensis nipalensis. 

• i ' Iul Hoahy -Bah-w uro 

Cmclosonia ntpalensts Ilodgs , As Res . MX, p. 145 ( 1 830) (Nepal,) ' 
locops nepalensis lilanf & Oates, i, p 20.5 

'Vernacular names 2iamnxo~p7to (Xjepcha) 

Description H'oiehead and ciest cofFee-biown, with long pale 

x. 2 


[p 307 

Ixops ntpaletisis mpateoxts, 

Ixops n waltlem , p 308 

k 

2 tops 7t. pohotis, p 309 
Ixops n dq/Iacnsts, p 309 
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rufous sliaft-strenks , sides of neck mantle, back and lesser wing- 
coieils raifescent blown, with indistinct pale shaft-lines , rump 
and upper tnil-coierts moie rufous and unstreaked . pimrnrj - 
cmerts black, gi enter co\ ei ts lufous tipped \iith hoar} , quifls 
chestnut, bai red vith black on the outer webs, innermost 
mfesceiit and bailed on botli\rebs, the outer nebs of the first 
few' pmnaiies more or less ashy , basal portion of tail rnstaneous, 
bailed with black, the chestnut deci easing m extent on the outer 
fentlieis, the other portions black, tipped with white; eni -covert s 
and loies pale grey , cheeks blncir, the black continuing back 
below the ear-coverts , chin, tin oat and breast full otis-ashy , 
turning to fenuginous on the flanks, lower abdomen and under 
tail-coverts 

Colours of soft parts Ins brown, eyelid bluish grev , bill 
brow'insh black, feet broivnish-fleshy, claws livid ( Sculli/) 

Measurements Dength about 20o mm wing 84 to 01 mm , 
tail about 80 to £>Amin , taisus about 30mm , culmen 17 to 18mm 
As usual w itli tlie 2**9 nalttdce, the female is decidedly snmllei than 
the male 

Distribution Kepal, Sikkim and Bhutan 

Nidiiication Hodgson notes that this Bar-wing breeds between 
4,000 and 6 000 feet in Sikkim and Nepal but the nest and eggs 
he describes in no way resemble any other birds of this group, and 
judging from the leiy close connection of this genus with the 
genus sLctmodui it there is possibly some mistake Othei observers 
say that in the bleeding season they haunt mountains nearer the 
8,000-foot levels 

Habits J erdon says that it is moie arboreal than birds of the 
last genus and that it feeds chiefly on insects which it obtains from 
the higher paits of model ate-sxzed trees, especially those with 
insect-infested flowers such ns rhododendrons. He git es its 
habitat as from about 7,000 to 10,00Q feet upwards. 

(327) Ixops nipalensis waldeni. 

WtXDSH’s Bah-wikg. 

jLettnodma toaldenz Godw -Aust , F Z S, 1874, p 46 (Jfipt o Peak, 
Nitgn Hills) 

Xxops maldeni Blanf. & Oates, i, p 204 

’Vernacular names. None lecorded. 

Description Ifeatliers of head darker than m the last bud and 
un streaked but with pale edges , the upper plumnge is rufous, 
also unsti eaked , the w hole lower plumage is rufous, the feathers 
of the cbm, throat and breast w-itli pale edges, giving a streaked 
appearance, ear-coveits silver} -giey with fine dailc centres. 

Colours of soft parts Iris pale grey , bill giey ; legs and feet 
fl.es hy-biow'n (Godw.-Jirist ) 

Measurements as in the pieceding race 

Distribution Nnga Hills and Manipur. 
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lfidification and Saints Nothing recorded bej ond the fact that 
it is found up to 9,000 feet and fieqnents the tops ot trees 


(328) Ixops mpalensis poliotis. 

The Chin Hills Bau-wing. 

Ixojjs 2 >ohotis Rippou, Bull fi O C , xv, p 07 (1905) (Mt Victona) 

Vernacular names None recorded 

Description Similar to I n tualdeni but much daiker above, 
almost a inmoon-biown , the ear-coveits me darker gre) \uth 
broader brown centies 

Colours of soft parts and NCeasui ements as m the last bird 

Distribution Chin Hills, Mt Victona. 

Nidification and Habits No thing recorded 

(329) Ixops mpalensis dafiaensis. 

Austen's Bar-wing 

ictinodui a dafiaensis Godw -Aust , A M N II , 1 41 tvi, p 340 (1875) 
(Dafla Hills) 

Ixops dafiaensis 13 lan f & Oates, l, p 204 

Vernacular names None lecorded 

Description Similar to I n. waldem. bat a darker, duller 
chestnut above and the chin, throat and breast-f eat hers giev with 
reddish-brown centinl streaks, the whole effect being grey, not 
rufous, ear-coverts a rather d.uker grey 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as m the Hoary Bar- 
wing 

Distribution Dafla and Min Hills. 

Habits Tnere is nothing on record beyond the fact that Godwru- 
Austen shot it m high forest on Shengorh Peak at about 7,000 feet 

Genus STAPHIDIA Swmhoe, 1871 

The members of the genus Staphtcha are found in the billy 
regions of North-Bastern India, Burma and China and again in 
Borneo. Two species are found within our limits, one ot which 
is represented by tw r o geographical races 

In Stajplndia the bill is short and thick and resembles that of 
lacuhcs, figured below, the nostnls are overhung by a few long 
hairs , the nctal bristles are short and the head is crested The 
tail is comparatively long and much graduated Some species of 
this genus lia\e been wrongly letained in losul-us by Indian 
authors, the square tail of Indus at once sepaiatmg it from the 
lountled tail ot Stctphtdio, 

In this genus the first three pnmanes are graduated, the third 
and fourth being subequal 
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* , Kerf to Species and Sitbsjiecies 

A Ciown chestnut-rufous . x S castaneiceps , p 310 

J3 I Ci own dark blown, no strpercilninr * '' fi? Qtnata tstnataj p 'll J 

C Crown darkgiey with white siipercilmm * & s'? it/itjenis, p '81>1 

(330) Staphidia castaneiceps. 

j . ' I 1 - li > • » 

Thu CHESTNUr-ItEADBD Stafuidia 

t , . « l * i 

Ttulus castaneiceps JVJoore, I' Z S , 1854, p 141 (Afghanistan in 
ei to?e) (CaHmi) 1 r ' » « ' ‘ 

Stapht&ta castaneiceps Blnnf & Oa te«, i,_p 9(J,'5 , ^ t , 

Vernacular names JJao-tishci-mae/im, (Cachari) av p>_ 
Description Forehead chestnut- brown, /the feathers margined 
with giey , crown and cicst chestnut , upper .plumage mid visible 
poitions ot wings and tail gieeqish, jbio\^ n , r tlie bt^km^d scapulars 
with white shafts, middle tail-feathers and concealed v webs 
blackish biown, outei feathers bioadly tipped wlntej* the 'tips 
deci easing m extent ’ until thej^ Idisappeai in 1 the 'Central ‘often , 
loies giey, a short supeicihum from above the ej e white, enr- 
coierts chestnut ( wjth w hit>sh shafts, lower plumage and under 
wmg-covei ts pale fulvous white , under tail-covei ts brown tipped 
with vi lute 

Colours of soft parts Irides • pale^hazel , bill »*rather * light 

reddish-horny, gape and base of both mandibles' purplish , legs 

dull reddish oi flesh-colour, claws dusky flesh-edJour l ' M ''' 

Measurements Length about 135'mHi 1 , wihg 66 to '/O'rhiii '’/fail 

about 58 nun taisus about 14 mm , culmen aboutr*7 5 to 8 3 irfm 

Distribution Assam Hills South of-'the ‘BrahnmputiR r 'as far 

Fast a’r'the Ifagn -Hills and South' to‘ Inishai 1 * According to 

G-od win- Austen this bud has' also bSfen found in' the Dnfla JIiIJs r,i 

N idifLc ation This pretty little Babbler breeds albo'vfei? its" range 

between 2,000 and 5,000 feet, principally about 3,000 feet 'The 

breeding season begins in the middle ot April and /ends .in (the 

middle -of, July and the nest is nearlv- always place/l |in, Jjples in 

small perpendicular banks, those beside pa tbs , cut t through; the 

jungle bbmg a very favourite site They are placed only just 

inside tbe hole, often very indifferently r cqnceafed T and are made 

of some very soft fibrous ' mhtei ml like'*' tota, the surrounding 

pdrtion of the nest being of weed stems, rtnWs' and r leaves/ more 

or >less -mixed .with’ slued s of glass » ’The"egg4 number 1 tbiee-o'r 

four and are bioad, obtuse ovals* pure ‘glossy white' IvitlP'f Airly 

numeious spc'ks and spots of \ antlyke-brow n^bi f Wl?chkh- brown/ 

sometimes 'sea tteied over the whole »BUifatbj<soAle'tittJ&vconfined 

for the most part 1 to' the Jaiger feml'/'w here t li Cy < bin y 1 f o firi l a fOAgli 

ring oi cap 150 4ggs'aveiage 10 6 x l , 3 ,< Vminl, I t , he ! GXti6irie8* being 

18 0 X'14 0 ./ 16 2 x- 14-2 uim , * 15*0 & 13 0 and *15*2x12 3 ii»m ,, V 

•i Habits f ' It is 'found during th^’ hon-Brefe'fluig' 1 84nson 1 iA 

fl o’cJcs, ‘the --'individuals kee'pmg r very' nbni* J r6 , ohe^kHbtheif''\^bey 

keep closely to the tops of the higher bushes arid sinQllei sapimc^i 
, n _!{, r, i,.J. , i iji ° J '-.i 1 in'- -UfiSJ, Uli *»’ 

i ,i ,j f !”- XfnJ f I’tllh * i> ,r 
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neither ascending to any height in the bigger trees nor frequent- 
ing the loner shiubs unless frightened, when they dive into the 
undergrow th and escape by clambering and flitting from one perch 
to another until they are out of sight It is not a shy bird and 
may be watched at leisure from a few paces, ^scrambling about in 
very Tit-like postuies and constantly uttennga low “ chir-chit,chn- 
chit.” It is a i ery poor flyer and seldom uses its wings for more 
than a few yards. Those buds examined had fed on aphidse, 
locust larvse and other insects and also on small hard seeds like 
mustaid seed. 


(331) Staphidia striata striata. 

Ticsi.r.ij’s Staphidia. 

Tiultts stnatus Blj'th, J A S B, nvin, p 413 (1859) (Tennsseum) 
Staphidia sfi iata dlanf &. Oates, i, p 206 

Vernacular names. None recorded 

description General colour aboi e dull olive-brow n, the head 
darker with n gietish tinge, in some specimens a sooty-brown; 
the featheis of the head, mantle and back with grey shatt-stnpes , 
ear-coverts dull chestnut and sides of the neck suffused with the 
same , wings and tail the same colour as the back but darker , 
the thiee or four outer pairs of tail-feathers broadly tipped with 
white , under parts dull greyish wmte 

Colours of soft ports Iris blood-red brow n , bill dark horn- 
colour , legs reddish-horn. 

Measurements length about 130 mm ; wing 60 to 63 mm 
distribution Tenassenm northwards through the hills of 
Eastern Burma to Bhamo in the CKm Hills 

Hidiflcation Very similar to that of the last bird and Mr S 
M Robinson records that this species like that form is also much 
given to nesting in lioles in the roadside banks The nest is like 
that of the Chestnut-headed Staphidia but moie moss is used in 
its outer w alls The few eggs I have seen are not distinguishable 

from those of that bird They measure about 17 7 X 13 7 mm 
Habits Similai to those of the preceding species. 

(332) Staphidia striata rufigenis. 

Hume’s Staphidia 

Jxidusi iiftr/enix Ilume, S F , i , p 108 (1877) (Himalayas, Darjeeling) 
Staphidia mtfir/emx 131 an f & Oates, i, p 206 

Vernacular names Hone lecorded 

description Similar to .the last but with the ’head lighter and 
more grey and with a distinct white supeicihum from eye to hack 
of ear-coveits, abo\ e which there is a rufous band. ' 

Colours of soft ports and Measurements, as m the last bird 
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'Distribution Sikkim to Assam North and East of the Brahma- 
putra, Aboi and Min Sills The eastern limits aie not yet 
known, but Harington obtained it m the fCachm Sills 

STidification Similar to that of the previous two birds Bound 
about JMarghenta we found its nests on banks and sides of 
cuttings through the jungle, made of soft tow -like material mixed 
with moss, leaves and rubbish, more or less filling the base of the 
hole m which it was placed The eggs were geneially three only,' 
raiely foui and they differed from those of the Chestnut-headed' 
Staphidia only in being a little more richly marked One hundred 
eggs measured on an aveiage 16 6x13 3 mm and the extremes 
were 18 O x 13 2 mm., 16 2 X 13 7 mm and 14 7 X 12 4 mm 
The breeding season lasts from March to June 

Habits This little Staphidia is found m paities throughout 
the cold weather, according to Stevens sometimes numbering as 
many as thirty individuals Xt haunts tiees and brushwood alike 
both m forest and in the secondary growth and has the usual 
restless habits of its tnbe It is not a shy bud Xt probably 
ascends as high ns 4,000 feet in summer but is more a low-level 
bird, keeping for the most part from the foot-hills up to about 
2,000 feet 


Grenus SIVA Hodgson, 1838 

The genus Siva contains two species which occur withm our limits, 
these being divided into several well differentiated geogiaphical 
races They are distinguishable at a glance from othei genera by 
' their peculiai tail-feathers, the ends of which are obliquely truncated 
The four central pairs are of equal length and the two outer pairs 
graduated 

The bill is about half the length of the head, gently curved and 
notched , the rictal bristles are long and the nostrils are covered 
by a membrane ; the head is crested and they are birds of hand- 
some plumage 


A 


B 


Key to Species and Subspecies. 


Primaries edged with oiange 
a Central tail-feathers red on only half 
their length . 

b Central tail-featheis red on five-sixths 
of their length 
Primaries edged with blue 
c Under plumage vinous-grey 

a' Upper plumage light ochraoeous , 
secondaries tipped with white 
b\ Upper plumage fulvous olive-brown , 
no white tips to secondaries . . 
d Under plumage white 

c' Forehead blue, indistinctly striped 
a”. Upper plumage fulvous olive- 
brown 

b" Upper plumage dusky olive-brown 


S sit igula sti tgttla, p 813 
S s castanetcauda, p 814. 

Tp 314 

SS cyan cyan out optet a, 

S c mngatet , p. 315 


S c oatesi, p 816 
S e sordtda , p 816. 
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(333) Siva strigula strigula. 

Tiib SrrniPE-a. iihoated Siva 

Siva ati iffttlti Hodgs , Jnd Re\ , 1838, p 89 (Nepal) , Blanf & Oates, 

i, p 208 

Vernacnlar names Mcgbhm (Eepcha) 

Description Forehead, crown and nape blight orange-bi own , 
a ling ot yellowish feathers lound the eye , sides ot head grey, 
mottled with whitish and dusky , upper plumage slaty-green . 
middle pair of tail-feathers chestnut-red on halt the mnei and 
one-thud the outer webs at the base, the lenmining two-tlnrds 
black tipped with wdiite , the next pau blnclc with a tiace of led 
at the base and tipped yellow, the other feathers black with 
mcieasingly biond yellow tips, the outermost pair being all of 
this colour, wing-coverts and wmglet like the back, primal y- 
coverts black; pumaiies and outer secondaiies black, the outer 



Fig 57 — Head of S « tgula 


w'ebs edged with oiange, changing to yellow near the tips, innei 
secondaries chiefly 1 slaty- grey on the outei webs and black on the 
inner and tipped with white, chin orange-y ellow' ; throat pale 
yellow, w'lth nairow crescentic black cross-bais , a narrow 
moustadual stupe and a patch on the side of the neck black ; 
remaining lower plumage bright yellow, tinged with oli\ aceous on 
the sides of the breast and abdomen 

Colours of soft parts Ins dark reddish-brown, upper mandible 
dark biown, lower mandible light greyish-brown, tip white, logs 
and feet grey, claws light brow n 

measurements Total length about 165 mm , wing 64 to 69 mm , 
tail about 70 to 72 mm , tarsus about 25 mm , culmen 12 to 13 mm 
“The young appear to ha\ e the crown light golden yellow inter- 
mingled w'lth grey, and to have the bais on the throat less 
developed * (Oates) 

Distribution The Himalayas from the Sutlej Valley to Eastern 
Assam Hoith and South of the "Bi ahmaputia Valley 

Nrdiflc ation The Stripe-throated Siva breeds m May and June 
at heights betw'een 4,000 and 9,000 feet or higher, making a 
near cup-shaped nest of moss, roots and bamboo tear es sometimes 
with a tew- othei dead leaves and reed-stems and lined with roots 
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Xt is placed either m a high bush or a small sapling in forest, either 
pme, fir or othei kinds The eggs vary from tv o to four and are 
a bright pale blue in .colour av it h a>fe\v specks or spots of black, or 
reddish, or 1 eddish brown They measure Recording to Hodgson, 
betn een 20 0 to 22 8 in length and between 15 2 to 16 5 m breadth 
but nme-eg^s m my own collection measure only 19 6 x 14*9 mm 

Habits This bird, like others of the genus, goes about m small 
flocks, haunting both the higher! trees and scrub- and bfish-jungle, 
though it keep 8 raoie to the former than ,fche( latter, i X 

i ir , . 1 1 i** r #j • « ** 

(384) Siva strigula t ca&taneicauda. , / ' 

, Hmo’s Siva, | , . . , . . . ' 


^ Stva castanetcmtda Hume, S t P.| "v p ilOO (1877) '(Mnlejit) , Blanf 
j & Oates, i, ,p 20 9, fJ ,‘i ' • nr 

Vernacular names ’None recorded '*• 11 1 

Description ‘ Diffeis from th'e last bird m the much greatei 
extent of red on the^tiiil , the 'sides of the head aie blackish 'and 
the ring of yellow round the eye brighter and more conspicuous 
Colours of soft parts. Trm deep brown , upper mandible brown, 
lo wet fleshj' , legs and feet dingy glaucous-blue. 

Measurements as m tbe last X cannot find that the aveiage 
size of the bill is anjJbigger Odtes-says that the hill is much 
huger bat gives no_details. 

Distribution The v hole of Bui ma, throughout the lulls from 
Tenasserim to the Chin and Kuchin Hills and Siam 

Xt is extiemely difficult to. define theJizmts of these tuo laces. 
Buds from the extierae South and Bast of fiuima are quite different 
fiom those of the Western Himalayas to Sikkim, but birds iiom 
Assam to W Central Burma are intermediate, having the sides of 
the head little darker than in typical stugitla, yet \Vitb ‘nearly as 
much red on the tail as castaneitfrtuda , the CHm’HiUs birds are a 
step 'nearer the latter, whilst those from 1 Yunnan,' the Shan Sthtes 
and all Eastern and Southern Burma are practically identical with 
that form *,* * . J > • » * 

* 1 Nidification ahd Habits as fai as ife t kn own '•hise these of the’ last 
bird *A’ single egg taken 1 by Mr. W. A 1 T 'Bellow' measures 
18 4x15 6 mm. ,J 


, , *i i . r * r i •» * •** • J- - *- . ‘ 

• , ' (335;^ Siva cyanouroptera cyanouroptera. ' . 11 

« «■ ' *' * » ** •HOUG&CNGr’S 'BlII&-WIXrajBI> SlVA ’," fl 

Stva ci/anoui optei a Hodgs l ,Tnd Bev ,1838, p , 88 * (Nepal) , Blanf 
& Oates, i, p 209 _ ^ . 

1 "Vernacular names “3Iegbhm izditm '(liepc^a)’. , - . .. / 

Description Eorehe&^l, ciown, nape and r biDd neck pale blue, 
tlie sides' of the ct^own deeper bike, the forehead and anteraor,parfe of 
the crow h streaked with brown ; lores, round the eyes and a broad 

, , n - i « i' 1 f 11 - ' 1 
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streak behind tlie eye -white * back, scapulars, vt ing-coverts, 1 urnp 
and upper tail -coverts bright ochraceous , the median pair ol tail- 
feathers wholly blue with a subtenmnal black patcli and white tip , 
the next foui pairs with ' the outer webs blue, the mnei brown* 
margined with « lute, with the black patch and w hite tip , the 
outermost feather black on the outer, white on the inner web , 
primary -coverts black , w mglet cobalt-blue, tipped white , pi inianes 
cobalt-blue on the outer webs , outer secondaries margined with 
pale, blue and tipped white , innei secondaries blackish on the 
inner and bluish-grey on the outer webs, tipped white 1 , ear-co\eits, 
cheeks, sides of the neck, chin and throat, bieasf and side*< of the 
body delicate uncus-grey' , middle of abdomen pale yellow ish buff, 
vent and under tail-coverts white. 

Colours of soft 'parts Ins brow n , bill horny-grey-, brownish 
about the nostrils and with the base of the lower mandible 
yellowish , feet fleshy-brow n ( or flesh-colour 

measurements Total length about 150 to 155 mm, , wing 
62 to 70 nun , tail 63 to 70 min , tarsus about 25 nun , oilmen 
12 to 13 mm Birds fiom the Himalayas are rather laigei than 
those South of the .Brahmaputra, hating wings 65 to 70 mm. as 
against 62 to 64 mm m the southern buds 

Distribution Himalayas hom Naim-Tal to £ Assam,Kortli and 
South -of the Brahmaputra, Manipur, Bushm, Chittagong Hill 
tracts and Chin Hills 

Hidification The Blue-winged Siva builds a nest winch is a 
small, neat edition of that of Uetothi t& luteci ; i e it is a small cup 
made of leaves, grasses, moss and loots, lined with very fine loots 
and fine grasses, usually- of a very dark coloui The majonty'of 
nests aie found low down in bushes onlv a few feet fiom the gi ouud 
but others may he taken higher up ui trees Whei ever it is placed, 
however, it is sure to be w'ell hidden, unlike that of Irexothi kg which 
is well exposed to view' The eggs a ary fiom two to four, often 
two only, and are like those of Szva sit tgtilct ; m shape they are 
very regular ovals and 24 eggs mea&Uie on an average 18 4 x 14 1 mm 
The breeding season is May and June 

Habits This Siva may be found anywhere betw een 3,000 and 
8,000 feet but is most common and breeds freely between 4,000 
and 6,000 feet They consoit in flocks and feed both on the 
higher tiees and in amongst the brushwood and seem particulaily 
fond of the tangles of raspbeny and blackbeirv unes so common 
throughout then haunts. They fly well and faixly quickly- 

* * 

(336) Siva cyanouroptera wmgatei. 

The YmrarAK BLifEjnmrGED Siva 

1 'Siva ' 1 loingatev Offline-Grant,' Bull B» O O , x*, p 38 (1900) 

/ i (iE Yunnan) '» 1 • • • 

Vernacular names Chmg-tong-wzi-lee (ICacliin) 
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Description Diffei s from Hodgson's Blue- winged Siva m having 
tlie uppei plumage moie olive-brown and in having no white tips 
to tlie wing-quills 

Colours of soft parts and He asnrem ents as in the last bird, 
the culmen averaging a little larger 

Distribution Knchm Hills to Yunnan and the Shan States 
modification Nothing recorded hut a nest and egg sent me from 
the Slian States are exactly like those of the last bird 
Habits those of the genus. 

(337) Siva cyanouroptera sordida. 

Thjb Dull Siva 

StLtr sotdtda Hume, S F, v, p 104 (1877) (Muleyit) , Blanf & 
Oates, i, p 210 

Vernacular names. None recorded 

Description Differs fioin Hodgson's Blue-winged Siva in having 
the upper parts earthy-brown, the under parts entirely white and 
no white tips to th*» wing-quills 

Colours of soft parts. “ Lower mandible, legs, feet and claws 
whitey-brown , upper mandible darkei but still pale brown , ins 
cre«uny- white ” ( Oates ) 

Measurements. Wing 62 ram , tail 68 mm , culmen 14 mm 
Distribution Mt Muleyit in Tenassenm 
Hidification and Habits Nothing recorded 

(338) Siva cyanouroptera oatesi. 

Oates’s Siva. 

Siva ci/anota optet a nates* TIarragton, Bull DOC, xxxiu,p 62 
(1013) (Hyingyi Mountain) 

Vernacular names None recorded 

Description Intel mediate between wtntyafet and sot dtda Above 
olive-brown tinged with ochre on the rump but the head almost 
entirely dull blue, showing only faint indications of the stripes 
which are conspicuous in wmgatet Below white 
Distribution. Mt Bymgyi, borders of Slian States 
Nidification and Habits unknown 

Genus Y CHINA Hodgson, 1836 

The genus Yvlitna contains four species which ai e found within 
the limits of this work, extending fiom tlie "Western Himalayas 
to Assam, Biinna and China. 

In ITuhina the bill is about two-thirds the length of the head, 
greatly curved and sharply pointed , the tiontol hairs and rictal 
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bristles ni e « ell dei eloped and the nostrils are coi ered m ith a long 
membiane The head is fully crested. The tail is lathei short 
and quite square 


Key to Species and Subsjiectes 


A Throat streaked with black 
a Uppei plumage fuhous brown 
b Uppei plumage oh\ e-biow n 
B Throat not streaked 
c Throat bi own 

a Ring round the occiput white t 
shafts to tail-featheis white 
V Ring lound the occiput oinnge- 
mtous, shafts to tail-feathers 
brown 

d Throat white with black spot on 
cbm 


7T gularis rjultn is, p. 317 
1~ ff yangpicnsts, p 318 


F diadeinata, ampehna, p 318 


I' occipitalis occipitalis, p 319 

[p 320 

F nigi mientum mgrimentum , 


(339) Yuhma gnlans gularis. 

Till. SmiPJE-THEOATED YlJHIKA 

ITuhina ffulai is Hodge , As. Res , ziv, p 1G6 (183G) (Nepal) , Blanf 
& Oates, i, p 631. 

Vernacular names. Fugi-pho (Xiepcba). 

Description IToreheadand crest rich hau -bi ow n , upper plumage, 
wing-Loverts, inner secondaries and tnil tul\ous> biown, more 
fulvous on the rump . lores, cheeks and ear-coverts grey , chin and 
throat pale rufescent steaked with black , bieast plain rufesceiit, 
remainder of lower plumage dull orange-brown, duller on the 
sides, primary-coi erts and vunglet black, wings blackish, the 
third to sixth primaries edged wath pale grey on the terminal portion 
of the outei w ebs and all the secondaries except the first edged 
throughout their entire length with orange-brown 

Colours of soft parts Ins daik hazel-brown, bill black, the 
lower mandible homy-brown ; legs and feet yellow -buff or orange- 
buff, claws dusky. 

measurements Total length about 150 to 155 min , wing 68 to 
72 mm , tail about 60 mm. , tarsus 20 mm , culmen about 12 to 
13 mm 

Distribution Nepal to Eastern Assam North oE the Brahma- 
putra 

Nullification Hodgson descnbes the nest as a tnasane globular 
afiair of mo&s wedged luto a ioik of a tree or between rocks, and 
the eggs as buff oi cafc-au-lait, thickly spotted w ith l eddish brow n 
Nests taken tor me by Alessrs ~W P. UYTasson and sent with the 
birds are cradles of tern and moss roots, lined with finer moss 
loots and attached to the pendent roots undei an oierhanging 
bank The eggs are pale sea-green, profusely but not boldly. 
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speckled all over with light red. They measure i7t4xl2,6 ibm 
All the nests were token xn May 

Habits Very little on record but it is found ftom 3,000 feet 
upwai ds and principally betu een 4,000 and 7,000 feet A gre- 
gaiious bird and haunting trees in forebt in preference to the lower 
bushes 'and smaller cover S ' ' *' ** ' • 


(340) Tuhma gnkns yangpiensis. 

Shla. jape’s YuIUNA.i • « 


r ^ \ 


Yvihtna yangpiensxs Sliarpe, Hull B O 0,,,aou T p.JLl (lOOD) (Yangpi, 
j , Yunnan) „ *, v 1 «■». 

Vernacular names Ghee- clia-w L ^vtmi^-frongl 'Chee-chaw^ 'J*um~che&- 
bticiiu (Kachiu) 

Description Very similar to the last but is more olive-brown 
and less iulvous-brown above 'and the ciest as ^.fulvous-brown in- 
stead of a rich hair-brown. 


Colours of soft parts Ins brown, upper mandible black, the 
lower homy ; legs and feet orange. / * 


Z. 


\\ 1* ft 

/ 


measurements asm 7 j gularxs 
Distribution Hills South of/ the < 'Brahmaputra,' Cbm' TTiil^ 


Shan States and Yunnan. - 

Nidificatiou and Habits unrecorded. 


in 


J w 
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Yuhiiia, 1 dia&etaatsL, ^mpelipa: , ] 7 

* • i 1 «. Bippos’t YumfirA , • / . ,*> 

I ' • v ' - f* . / i ~1 II » •( J* L< ^ 

-i Vernacular names Chee T chatv-pum~ft ongi, { G/ice-c7ut%u t < t ofttm- 
-fijtct W(( Kach jjl\ , "• 1,111 - _ f n . t t * r « * , I r« ii »«, o 

Description. Crest, wing-coverts and upper parts ‘dark 'earth 1 * 
blown , >a line, of silky-white feathers from 'each eye i /meeting 
betweeni, the occiput and nape, crest vvith » lighter shaft-streaks , 
bastard wing and primal y-co verts daik brown , quills black, 1 the 
shafts, jbrown, changing, po wbi^e at the tipp and tfse^pt^maues 
edged with white at the ends tail-feathers brow n, dusky' on-the 
innei webs and at the tips and with white shafts , lores, black , 
eyelid ^vliite , )<id4s ( of ' f&ce ‘arid ri eai-cdverfs' i jgrevisl? J bfowi^, the 
latter with ‘pale, shaft-stripes ,’ J the' anterior , pa'ifc of r ilie cheeks' 
dhlrkei j bi own , 'under w parts eJirthy-bi own, ’darker on "chin and 
throaty gieyisli oil 'the breast ahd"palei* on/fldn^s. centre, of 
abdomen 'and ‘Cail-^iWeits’' white' * AziUnries °and \under J wing- 
cbVeii'ts white S^ith l>i <iv\h ‘patch ’* ' v '* 

Colours of soft ^ parts. ” ** Ins °ciear chestnut,^ ~bill and feet 
yellow** (David) 
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Measurements Total length about 165 mm , wing about 74 to 
77 mm , tail about 74 mm , tarsus about 24 mm , culmen about 
3 6 to 17 in in 

This bird only differs from 7 d diademata in being darker 
throughout and in haling the breast and sides of the head more 
giey 

Distribution Xunnan and Knchin Sills 

Nidification Bi eeds m the Bhamo Sills m April and May, 
making a flimsy, almost tianspaient cup of black roots with a few 
scraps of bracken, well plasteied with cobwebs and lined with fine 
black loots and fern -orach ides They ate in van ably placed low down 
m biatnbles, blacken or coarse grass and measuie outwardly about 
4" by deep The eggs aie two in number, a ery rarely three, 
and are long ovals in shape, the ground-colour a dull greenish blue 
with profuse blotches and specks all over of umber-brow n 
Twenty-two eggs at ernge 20 5 X 14 9 mm 

Habits A common bird in the Bhamo Sills, going about m small 
flocks m higher saplings and trees Harington says '* They are 
very Tit-like in their habits and notes, continually raising the crest 
and so revealing the conspicuous white patch at the back of the 
head ’’ They seem to be found between 4,500 and 7,000 feet 



fig 58 — Hea3 of Y o occtptZaZts 


r ‘ (342) Yuhina occipitalis occipitalis. 

__ * TTuhtna occtptiaZts Hod ga , As Bes , p 166 (1336) (Nepal) , 

i Blanf & Oates, i, p 212 

‘ / ernacnlar names ( Tut vngtng-pho (Bepcha). 

Description Forehead and crest slaty-grey with whitish shaft- 
streaks, postenor feathers of crest and nape chestnut, hind neck 
ashy, upper plumage rufous-brown / the wings and tail brown, 
the outer w ebs of the feathers suffused and margined w ith rufous- 
brown , a cude of white feathers round the eye , ear-coverts and 
the 'region of the eye slaty-giey, streaked whitish'; a riairow 
m’tei i upted black moustachial streak, chin, thioat, breast and 
sides of neck vinous , sides of the abdomen rnstv-giey, centre pale 
chestnut , thighs, vent and under tail-coverts bright chestnut ; 
under wmg-co verts and edge of wing white 
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Colours of soft parts Ins red-brown! , bill reddish brown , 
feet orange-buff, claws horny-brown (JSeully) 

TVT easur aments Total length about 125 mm , vug 59 to 
62 mm , tail about 50 mm , tarsus about 18 mm , culmen 1 1 
to 12 mm 

Distribution Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan 

HidiQcahon and Habits Nothing recorded. It is a bud of 
high levels, not being found below 6,000 feet and ascending up to 
10,000 


(343) Yuhina nigrimentum nigrimentum. 
Tills BliACK-OniTTETUD YljflISA 


Polyodon ntfft mien turn Hodgs , Giay s Zool Misc , p 82 (3844} 
(Nepal) 

JTtihtnu ntffi tmentum Blanf & Oates, l, p 212 


Vernacular names 3f Stt rtngvng-pho (Lepcha) 

Description [Forehead and crest black, each feather margined 
w ith grey , nape and sides of head grey , lores and chin black , 
upper plumage and tail dull olive-green , primal ies and secondanes 
brown, narrowly margined with olive-gieen , throat white, re- 
mainder of lowei plumage fulvous, tinged with rufous. 

Colours of soft parts Ins hazel , bill dusky above, the lower 
mandible pale and leddish , feet and legs reddish yellow. 

measurements Total length about 115 mm , wing 54 to 57 mm , 
tail about 38 to 40 mm., taisus about 16 to 17mm , culmen about 
10 to 11 mm. 

Distribution The Himalayas from Q-arhw al to Assam Noith and 
South of the Brahmaputra, Manipur. Chin Hills and N Arrakan 
Nidificatiou This little Yuhina breeds from 4,000 feet upwards 
thioughout its range m the months of May, June and July. It 
makes a beautiful cradle-shaped nest of moss loots, a tiny scrap 
or two of moss and a lining of the finest grass stems It is placed 
either in amongst the pendent x oots of overhanging banks or m 
amongst the lichen on the lower side of dead branches, in yearly 
all cases well concealed and difficult - , to find They measure only 
about 80 to 90 mm in diameter by about 6p mm m depth The 
eggs number three or four and are pale sea-green in colom, 
lightly marked all oier with freckles of reddish, and they measure 
about 16 5 x 12 2 mm 


Habits. This little Yuhina keeps much to the higher branches 
of medium-sized and high trees, hunting about tor insects in 
the manner ot Titmouses, as often hanging head downwards fiom 
the under side as scurrying along the upper, or even clinging, 
Tz ee -creeper like, to the bark of the trunk itself. They collect in 
flocks of some size and keep up a constant “ chip, chip the wno 
time, occasionally breaking out into a louder, shriller caii. 
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Grenus IXUXiUS Hodgson, 1844. 

The genus Xvuhts resembles JTtihma verv closely but has tne 
bill shorter, deepei an d inoze curved at tlie tip , the nctal bristles 
and haiis oser the bill are weaker and less des eloped 


Key to Species and Subspecies. 


A Nape white 

J? Nape without any white 

a A distinct collnr 1 ound neck 

«' A lustj -yellow collai on hind neck 
a" Stn.e confined to scapulnis and 
uppei back, daikei 

b" Stri.e o% ei the w hole back to rump , 
palei 

b‘ A bright chestnut collar on hind 
neck 

b No collai on lnnd neck 
c* Cioivn and back blown 
(/' Crown biown, back gie 3 'ish 


X occipitalis , p 321 


CP 322 

I jntavicolhs Jtavicolhs , 

X Jl baileyi , p 323. 

X haiterti, p 323 
Ip 324 

X ft ninths huinihs, 

X h daih.it, p 324 


(344) Ixulus occipitalis. 

The CmssTjN-uT-HEAiiki} Ixtrcirs 

Siva occipitalis Blytb, J A S B, vm, p 937 (1844) (Nepal) 

Xxulits occipitalis 331anf & Oates, i, p 217 

Vernacular names X'ei.igyeng-pho oi Tm i mg-ng-pho (Xepcha). 
Description IToiehead and ciest ferruginous brown; tips of 
the occipital crest and a bold nuchal patch w'lnte , loi.es and 



Pig 59 —Head of I occtpitali 

round the eye dusky, eai-coierts white streaked with rufous, 
the rest of the sides ot head and neck fen ugmous biown , bai<k, 
lump and closed suiface of wing dull olne-gieen, the shafts ot 
the feathers of the uppei back and scapula is whitish and the 
outer w'ebs o£ the eurliei pumaiies hoaiy-giej” uppei tail-coveifs 
and tail lull ous-brow n , chin and thioat white, bieast pinkish 
brown, stieaked wutli biown , abdomen and flanks olisaceous, the 
middle of the foimei palei undti tail-co\ ei ts ferruginous 

Colours of soft parts Ins biown oi lecl-brown , bill black 
legs pale yellowish, flesh} -bi ow n or ** dull oh\ aceoiis ” {Stevens') 

a on i ' 
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measurements Total length about 130mm , wing 64 to 68mm , 
tail about 50 to 52 mm , taisus about 20 mm , culmen about 
10 inm 

Distribution Grmhwal, Nepal, Sikkim and Bhutan to the 
extreme east of Assam, Manipm and the Chittagong Hill tracts 
Nidification This Xxulus breeds between 4,000 and 7,000 feet 
in May and June, the nest varying very greatly in character, 
shape and position Normally it is domed and placed either on 
or close to the ground, but sometimes it is semi-domed oi merely 
deep cup-shaped and may be built m a branch of a tree oi shrub, 
m amongst the lichen and muss hanging from a trunk oi bough, 
or it may even be placed m a niche m a rock The material used 
is always chiefly moss but this may be mixed to a lesser or 
greater extent with loots and chips of leaves or bracken, the lining 
being of loots alone The eggs number three or foui and are in 
evei y respect just like those of our English Swallow but the 
mat kings are more numerous as well as bolder and largei 
Sixty eggs average 19 3 X 14 2 mm and the extremes ore 21 3 X 
14 0 mm , 20 1 X 15 0 mm and 17 3 X 14 O mm. 

Habits These are just like those of TuJnna They fly well, 
and their note is a lather sweet, soft chatter They are veiy 
arboreal and may sometimes be seen on the highest trees They 
keep almost exclusively to evei green forest. 

(345) Ixulus flavicollis flavicollis. 

The fliliLOW-HTADED ItUIiUB 

HTuhtnajlavicolli8 Hodge f A.s lies xi\, p 167 (1836) (Nepal) 

Tn.it In s Jlamcollts Blanf & Oates, i, p 218 

Vernacular names St ip-chong-jjfao (Bepcha) 

Description. Eoiehead and crest rich brown, hinder pait of 
crown, nape and sides of the head mouse-grey, the lowei part of 
the ear-coverts bionze-grey, lores and moustachial streak black, 
a white ring round eye , a broad l u sty-yellow collai round the 
hind neck , uppei plumage olive-brown, the shafts of the feathers 
of the back pale, upper tail-coverts tinged with fulvous, tail and 
wings like the back but less olive, the primaries narrowly edged 
with white, chm and cheeks white, thioat white with a few 
nmrow ochraceous streaks and with dark shafts , middle of breast 
and abdomen pale fulvous , vent and under taxl-coverts deep 
fulvous, flanks and Sides of breast ochiaceous, streaked with 
white , under wing coverts white 

Colours of soft parts Ins reddish brown or hazel , bill dark 
hoi ny, the lower mandible paler and rather fleshy , legs and feet 
fleshy-brown oi yellowish brown 

iff ea smeffl ants Xiength about 130 mm , wing 62 to 67 mm , 
t ai l about 50 mm. , tarsus about 20 mm , culmen about 10 to 
11 mm. 
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Distribution Himalayas, Sutlej to Bhutan 

Nidification Similai to that of the preceding bud but, nheieas 
the Chestnut-headed Ixulus genei ally places its nest on or almost 
on the gioutid, this bud seems to preter to build it amongst the 
moss gi owing on the branches and tw lgs The eggs cannot be dis- 
tinguished flora those of the last and 28 aveiage 19 81 X 14 2 mm 
Habits Those of the genus This Xvulus is found between 
4,000 and 8,000 feet and keeps almost entirely to the gieenest and 
most humid foiests though ic frequents the more open, paits of 
these 


( 346 ) Ixulus fiavi colli s baileyi. 

The Mishmi Txtjltjs 

Trains Jtancollis batlct/i Stuart Baker, Bull B. O C , \ucv, p IT 
(1914) (Mishmi Ilills) 

Vernacular names None recorded. 

Description Genei al plumage paler than in I f JlavteoTlxs and 
the white shaft-lines extending over the whole of the upper 
paits the eai-coieits have none of the bron/e tint showing iu 
that bud 

Colours of soft parts * Xi is led-biown, bill horny, tirsusdull 
yellow ” {Stevens). 

Measurements as m the preceding bird. 

Distribution Mishmi Hills 

Nidification and Habits Not lecoided It is appaieutl} this 
foi in which Steiens found in the foot-hills of If Liakliinipui and 
the Aboi IVIni -Hills The birds from the N Chin Hills are, 
peihaps, also neaiest this form 

(347) Ixulus flavicollis harterti. 

The Chests? 1 ot-h vpeij Isdlus 

Tiultis Jtavicolhs hcuteiti Haungrton, Bull BOO, xxmi. p 6 2 
(1913) (Smlum Bliamo Hills) 

Vernacular names Ohee-chaio (Hachm) 

Description Similar to I f Jlaxticollis but diffeis in baling the 
ciest a daikei and uchei brown, the collar a deepei and bughtei 
chestnut and the back a dailcei oli\ e-brown. 

Colorns of soft parts and Measurements as m If Jlavicollis 

Distribution The' Bh.imo ( Kuchin) Hills and Trans-Salween 
Slmn States, Banna Buds flora S Assam, Mnmpui and S Cluu 
Hills aie also of this fonn though not so daik as more Bitstein 
specimens 

Hidification This bird may commonly be fouud bleeding 
throughout S Assam and also m the Bhamo Hills Neither nest 
nor eggs can be distinguished fiom those of the Himala\an forms 
Port} -eight eggs aieiage 19 3 x 14 2 mm 

T 2 
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Habits Those of the species Stevens found that this bud fed 
on berries ns n ell as insects 

(348) Ixulus humilis humilis. 

Davison’s Ixulus 

Zi ultes Tiumxlts TIume, S P , t, p 106 (1877) (Muleyit) , Blnnf i 
Oates, i, p 218 

Vernacular names None recoided 1 

Description Whole uppei plumage, visible portions of wings 
and tail and sides of bead plain brown , lores and moustachial 
stieako darker brown, sides of neck and whole lower plumage 
white, the chin, throat and breast with very nanow brown slmti- 
streoks, broadening on the flanks, thighs and under tail-covei ts t 
under w ing-covei t s white. 

Colours of soft paits Ins red-brown , bill, uppei mandible 
black, under one pale brown, legs and feet fleshy-biown 

measurements Length about 130 mm , wing about 60 to 
62 mm , toil about 43 to 45 mm , taisus about 20 mm , 
culmen 10 to 11 mm 

Distribution Tenasseinn only 

Nidlflcation and Habits Nothing recoided Frequents the 
higher portion of Muleyit Mountain 

(349) Ixulus humilis clarkii. 

Oateb’s Ixulus 

Ixulus clmKn Oates, Dull DOC, in, p 41 (1894) (Dyiugyi) , Bltinf.- 
& Oates, iv, p 481 

Vernacular names None recoided 

Description Differs from the last in having a much greyer hack, 
well defined fiom the brown head, the shafts on the back are also 
paler, showing up as better-defined stieaKs 

measurements “ Wing 66 mm , tail 50 mm , taisus 19 mm , 
bill from gape 12 7 mm ” 

Distribution At present oiply known from Byingy i, a moun- 
tain on tlie boideis oi the fcilian States 

Nidification unknown 

Habits Oates loeoids that he “ found this bird very common 
on Byingyi, m small paities, seal clung the blossoms ot small tires 
ioi insects ” Bvingyi is at about 6,200 feet elevation 

Genus EBFOBHIS Hodgson, 1814 

The genus Jitporms is 1 ej)i esented by one species only, which 
extends from the Himalayas to China and the Malay islands, where 
it is lepi esented by geographical laces or subspecies In 
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the bill is slender and about ns long as the head, with the tip well 
bent down , the nostuls are covered by a few' long hairs and the 
nctal bustles aie stiong , the head is crested, the wing lathei long 
and pointed and the tail perfectly square The plumage is green 

(350) Erpornis xantholeuca xantholeuca. 

The Winn -in.. l. dun iri/ni'cmwis 

1 1 pot ms i tint hot cma Ilodgs , J A. S B , \m, p 380 (1SJ4) pal) 
lleipotms lanthoh uca Jtimif Oute-, i, p 210 

Vernacular names D ung-pu- p7io (Leptha) 

Description 'Whole uppei plumage, \ isible wings and tail clem 
greenish yellow' , lores, cheeks and lowei plumage white, slightly 
tinged with giey, em -coverts asli v-w lute, under w mg-co\ ei ts 
pale yellow' , under tail-coverts blight yellow 

Colours of soft paits Ins brown oi ied-brown, bill pale flesh v 
liorn-coloui, the edges of the commiBSure, lower bill and gape 
blighter, pnlei fleshy , mouth and extieme coiner of gape yellow , 
legs and feet flesh-colour oi yellowish flesh-colour 



fig GO — Dead of E r xantholeuca 

Measurements Length about 120 mm , wing 63 to 70 mm , 
tail about 45 mm , taisus about 16 mm , culxnen 10 to 10 5 mm 
Distribution The Himalayas from Nepal to Assam, both Noith 
and South of thelBrahmaputra, Manipur and piactically the whole 
of Biu ma, Siam and N Malay Peninsula 

Nidification The White-bellied Heipornia breeds from piacti- 
cally the level of the plains up to some 3,000 feet but moie often, 
below' 1,500 leet than o\ei The nest is a ciadle of fine loots, 
mixed with fibies and fine grass stems and lined with the lattei 
It may be pendent in a honzontnl fork or just hanging from a few 
twigs either of bamboo or some shrub within a tew- feet of the 
ground llopwood took its nest in 13urma in Match but in India 
it bleeds in April and May Its nest is built eithci in eieigit en 
foiest, mixed bamboo uid scrub oi in buslics in thin co\et The 
eggs aie two or three in number, (he giound-colour white oi, 
laiely, ci enmy-w’hite and the mat kings consist of spaise blotches 
of pale reddish, generally confined to the laiger end The textuie 
is faintly glossy and is stout for the size of the eggs , m shape they 
me intliei long ovals and twenty eggs aveinge 16 7 X 12 6 mm , 
the extremes being 18 8x14 0 and 15 2x12 0 mm In each ot 



»26 


Tiif AX»IIDvE 


these cases the same individual egg gives the e\ti ernes in hrendtli 
and length 

Habits very like those oE Putins but T3t points seems to keep 
much to the tops ot veiy high trees In the non-breeding season 
it is not usually found in heavv foiest but pi efers the thinner ont- 
skuts of big forests 01 the smaller foies ts which genet ally fill the 
1 a vines and pockets in the gi ass-lands It was common in 
the thin deciduous foiest in the North of the N Cachai Hills, 
where we found it m small parties diligently hunting the btnallei 
branches and twigs for insects It is a veiy silent bird audl have 
not heard its note 


Subfamily LIOTRICHIN'^E. 

This subfamily contains a number of geneia the placing of 
many ot which is a matter of no little difficulty Since Oates 
wrote the fiist volume of the fiist edition of the Avifauna ue 
have learnt a good deal which has enabled us to eliminate seiernl 
genera which are obviously noii-Tunaliine, but fui tlier examination 
of matei ml anatomically may assist us to place yet others m more 
suitable positions than the present 

Of the 16 geneia included by Oates m his Liotncfivnce, the 
following five have been removed to other families Tiena is now 
placed in Obeiholser's new Family Tremdce , Afelanockloi a has been 
tinnsferred to the Titmouses, Pat nice , Lepioposctle and CepJialo- 
pyins have been included in the lteytdxtlce, whilst Psararjlossa is 
a true Starling and will be found in the Sim ntdas 

Of the remaining geneia there aie still some whose position is 
especially doubtful Cutta and Piet u thins have, it has been sug- 

gested, many affinities with the O amp ephag idea and Hanngton 
claims that then, mdification alsopioves this , to me, liowevei, tLe 
nidification seems to point stiongly to a position somewhere near 
TiJmirt, Tnilus etc and, for tho present, the reasons foi their 
retention in the subfamily seem greater than tor their rejection 
The position of JLTyzomts is problematical, and caieful 
examination of pterylosis and anatomy and a correct knowledge 
of its bleeding habits are urgently leguired Clilotopsts is in tlie 
same group as Acthoi hynchus and ^SSgitJnna and seems to be in 
many ways intermediate between the Timcdndoa and Pt/enonotidtv, 
the tact that the sexes aiffei seeming 1o determine their position 
in the former lather than the latter. Hypocailixts is a very curious 
bird with a veiy shoit fiist pmnaiy and may eventually ha\e 
to be placed m a family by ltselr 

The subfamily as now 1 esti icied differs fi om the pievious snb- 
rannlies of the SSmalitdai and fiom the P ijcnonotidaz in having the 
sexes differing in coloiation , the young are ieiy like the adults 
but latliei duller , the wmg and tail aie geneially not 8 iea ? 
different in lengfli ; tlie first primary, with the exception o 
TTt/pocolius , is about half tho iengtli of tlie second , the " ,n (* 1 
fairly rounded but longei and more pointed than in the piece i g 
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subfamilies, the tarsus is stiong, though moie fitted foi arboreal 
than, tenestiial habits and the bill is usually short 


Key to Genera 

A First pi imar> about half the length of the second 
a Tail considerably shorter than wing 
a' Tail-feathers cun ed outw ards 
b" Tail-featlieis stiaiglit 

a " Uppei tail-co\eits falling shoic of tip of 
tail by less than the length of hind toe 
b" XJppei tail-coi erts falling slioi t of tip of 
tail by about the length of tarsus 
a"' Tni sus longer than middle toe and claw 
a* Sill stout, strongly notched and 
hooked at tip 

Bill about half the length of head , 
culmen well cui v ed 
ft 5 Bill ns long as head, culmen nearly 
stiaisrht 

b* Bill slender and very little deflected 
at tip 

c 1 Plumage puncipally black and 
gieenish yellow 
d* Pin range green and l ed 
b" Tai sus shoi ter thnn middle toe and claw 
b Tail and wing about equal in length 

c* Outei tail-featliei falling shoit of tip of tail 
bv a distance equal to leugth of tarsus 
d’ Outer tail-teathei falling short of tip of tail 
by a distance less than length of taisus 
c" Closed bill deepei than w ide at nostril 
d" Closed bill equal in width and depth at 
nostnl 

B First primary about a sixth the length of the 
second 


Liothhix, p 327 


Cdtia, p 820 


[p 330 

PTFRUTmOS, 

Ajlthobhynchus, 
Lp 337 


iBGITHINA, P 339 
Myzohnis, p 344 
Ghlobopsis, 

[p 346 

UlUROCICHt-A 

Qp 336 

Mksia, p 353 

Mintjl, p 355 

LP 356 

IiYPOCOLIUS, 


Genus LIOTEBIX Swains , 1831 

The genus LxothiiT, contains one lemarkable species of bill-bird, 
wlucb is cliai nctenzed by a slightly foiked tail, the feathers of 
which ate gentlv cuned outwards, the bill is about half the 
leugth of the head, stout and w ith the culmen cun ed It resembles 
very closely the bill of Alesza, hguied below (p 354) The tail is 
quite squaie at the tip aud the upper tail-coi erts aie long The 
species extends from Simla in the Western Himalayas, Fast into 
China and South into S Burma and Siam Jt is divisible into 
seieial geographical races 


Iiiothrix lutea. 

Key to Subspecies 

A Smallei wing, male 65 to 71 mm , female 
61 to G5 mm 

B Laigei , wing, male 72 to 76, female 66 mm 


L lutea callipyga, p 328 
L l yimnanensis , p 329 
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(351) Iiiothrix lutea callipyga. 

The Indian Ued-buuiu Liotuhit 

J3a7nla calhpj/r/a Ilodg-s , Ind lioi , 1838, p 88 (Nepnl) 

Tjiothi tx. lutea Slant & Oates, i, p 221 

Vernacular names JVanac7ima (Dehiu Doom), Rapc7itl~p7io 
(Iiepelia) , Uiiotzs7La.-bu7i.xL-t/ajao (Cachan) 

Description — Adult male The whole upper plumage and sides 
of the neck olive-green, the foiehead and crown tinged with 
yellow , middle pail ot tail-featheis and the outei webs of the 
others black, inner webs brown and all tipped white , the pumaiies 
edged with yellow and latei on with cinnson , outei secondaries 
black, with a patch of orange-yellow at the bases ot the oulei webs , 
inner secondaiies olive-green tinged with rufous , lores orange- 
yellow , a ring round the eye yellow , ear-coveits sdvery-grey , 
a narrow moustachial streak dusky green , chin and thioat bnght 
yellow, turning to deep orange-yellow on the lower throat , centre 
of breast and abdomen, the vent and under tail-coverts yellow, 
sides of bieast and abdomen slaty-green 

Female differs from the male m having the crimson on the wing 
replaced by yellow 

Colours of soft parts Ins brown oi red-bi ow n , bill brilliant 
orange-red throughout in summer, blackish at the base m winter , 
legs and feet yellowish blown to daik brown, 

Measurements Total length about 145 to 155 mm , wing 
males 65 to 71 mm , females 61 to 65 mm , tail 55 to 60 mm , 
tarsus about 25 mm , culmen 10 to 11 mm. 

Distribution The Himalayas from Simla to Eastern Assam, the 
Xhasia Hills, Chin Hills and JST Anakan 

N ldific ation The Red-billed Xiiothnx breeds throughout its 
range between 3,000 and 8,000 feet m almost any kind of forest, 
pine, evei green, deciduous, or in secondary giow’th and heavy scrub- 
jungle, but it ceitamly prefers foiest ot pine oi fii with under- 
giowth Its nest is a neat cup of grass, bamboo and other leaves 
and moss , the lattei maceiial often forming nearly the whole nest, 
whilst the lining is of fine roots and tendrils It is generally placed 
in a fork, upright or hon/ontal, oi m amongst a few twigs ot a bush 
oi bramble, at some height betw'ecn 2 and 10 feet. It is seldom 
well bidden and is ol ten vciy conspicuous. 200 egg s average 
21 9x10 1 nun and the extremes aie 23 2x17 0, -3 0x17 1» 
18 9 x 15 2 and 21 4 x 15 0 mm In coloui they vat v from almost 
pure white to pale blue and the markings consist of sparse spots 
and blotches of reddish brown with otbeis, undeilymg these, of 
neutral tint, generally confined to the laigei end and often forming 
an ill-defined zone The shape is a blunt, bioad oval and the 
textuie is close, hard and glossy, often very highly so 

The breeding season lasts flora eaily April to September but 
most eggs are laid in May and .Time 
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Habits This bud is found in the cold weather in small parties 
of half-a-dozen or so wandering about in the lower growth m 
forests and scrub but not frequenting the highei trees unless 
frightened into them They are cheeiful little buds, constantlv 
chatting to one another and, m the TOiasia Hills, a ery bold and 
confiding, though they aie said elsewheie to be shy buds In the 
breeding senson, however, when they bieak up into pans the}* - aie 
much shyei and quieter, though the male may often be seen 
perched on some biamble qun enng his wings and fluffing out lus 
ieathers as he trills his pretty little lo\ e-song to his mate nearby 

(352) "Liothrix lutea yunnanensis. 

Tux. Tdxsan Eed-dilled Lioxnnn. 

JLiotJn 1 1 lutea yunnanensis Rothschild, Noi Zoul , \\i m, p 36(1921) 
(Shw eli-Snlw m Di\ ide) 

'Vernacular names If one recoided 

Description “ Difieis from 2/ 7 cahpyt/us in its larger size, inoie 
shaiply defined yellowash head and in the tact that ot eight speci- 
mens six have the red or yellow on the 7th, 8th and 9th primaries 
broadly interrupted, w hile the w hole eight have this colour on the 
first secondaiy interrupted or entiiely absent, while m the other 
two species it is never bioken or it is entirely black ” 

Colours of soft parts “Ins biown bill oiange-ied summer, 
scarlet with black base w'intei , legs and feet daik brown ” 

Measurements “ Wing d“ 72 to 76 mm , 2 66 mm.” (Rothschild') 
Distribution Yunnan w est to the Kachin Hills Birds ob- 
tained in fihamo by Hanngton seem referable to tbis race 
NidifLcation and Habits Similar to those of the last bud 

Genus GUTIA Hodgson, 1836 

The genus Gxitxa contains but one species, a very handsome bird 
remarkable tor the gieat development of the upper tail-coveits, 
which i each nearly to the tip ot the tail In Cutici the bill is lathei 
slender, curved, notched and pointed and slightly longer than halt 
the length of the head, the nctal bustles are veiy short, the nostrils 
longitudinal and cohered by a membrane and the frontal bustles 
aie slioit and him The tail is about two-tbnds the length of the 
w'ing and slightly rounded 


(353) Cutia nipalensis nipalensis. 

The Nepal Ctmi 

Cutia nipalensis Hodges , J A S B , v, p. 774 (1836) (Nepal) , Blnnf 
cC U Ires, l, p 2J2 

(L^ er “ a ® u ^ ar names -Khatyn (Nepal) , Rapnoon oi Rapmm-pho 
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Description — Male The lores, sides o£ forehead and a bioad 
band passing 'through, the eyes and ear-coverts round the nape 
black, the whole crown deep slaty , back, scapulais, rump and 
upper tail-coverts chestnut , wing-coverts black , quills black, nil 
but the first two with a patch of slaty near the base, increasing m 
extent inwards and the 3rd to the 6 th or 7th pi unary with a narrow 
edging of the same about the middle of the outei web , most of the 
later qurlls minutely tipped with white , tail black , lower plumage 
white, the sides oh the body boldly baried with black , veut and 
under tail-coverts pale buff 

Colours of soft parts Ins blown, bill black jiale leaden-blue 
at gape and base of lower mandible , legs and feet nch wax-yellow 
claws pale yellowish-horny 



Fig 61 — Head of C tt mpalenau. 

Measurements Length about 180 mm , wing 90 to 96 min , 
tail about 55 mm , tarsus about 30 mm , culraen about 17 mm 
Female The ci own paler and the band surrounding it choco- 
late-brown instead of black , the back and scapulais reddish biown 
with large oval black spots , otherwise as m the male 

Distribution The Himalayas from Nepal to Eastern Assam, 
JSTortli and South of the Brahmaputra, Manipni and Karenm 
Uidifi cation Unknown 

Habits Found m flocks, above 6,000 feet, in summer, in forest 
where it frequents the higher trees only In winter it ceitainly 
wanders down a good deal lower, for I saw it on two oi three 
occasions m the north-west of N Cachar at about 3,000 feet 
during ZDecembei and January They were then fiequenting the 
lnghei branches of oak-trees and the huge cotton-ti ees which 
ueie scatteied about amongst them They feed both on insects 
and bemes and seeds 


Genus PTERUTHIUS Swains' 1831 

The genus X*te% utJnus contains four species and many subspecies 
of a veiy cunous gioup of birds rather Slinke-hke m general oufc- 
ward appearance but quite unlike any Shrikes m habits and nitlin- 
cation and also m the sexes being dissimilar Haungton ( Jouma 
B N H S xxin, p 655, 1915) suggests that the proper position 
of this and the preceding genus is somewhere near the Campe- 
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pihagtdcc but, though they may in. some respects approach this 
family, they seem to me to be nearer the jTimaliidce, m nhicli 
J retain them 

The bill is about one-half the length of the head, strongly hooked 
at the tip and with the margins smuate , the nctal bristles are 
weak The nostrils aie the same ns m LiotJn n lutea as are also 
the lving and tail but the upper tail-coverts only reach to the 
middle of the tail The feathers of the crown are ample but do 
not foim a crest, the tarsus is strong and quite Timaliine 


Keit to Specie* and Subspecies 


A Inner secondaries chestnut 
a Crown blade 
b Crow n bluisli grey 

1) Innei secondmies golden yellow 
C Xnnei secondaries tipped with chestnut 
D Innei secondaries bluisli grey oi gieen 
c Crown greenish vellow 
a’ Nape bluish- asliy 

a' Tips of w ing-Jm ei ts white 
b" Tips of winp-coi ei ts salmon-pink 
b' Nape gieenislt yellow 

e" Tips of wing-cot eits white 
d” Tips ofwmg-coi ei ts salmon-pink 
d Ci own blackish 

c' No white ring lound eye 
d' A white ling lound eye 
e Ciown duik giey 

e.' No white ring round eye 
/' A w hite nng round ey e 
/ Crown pale ash-giey 
g Crown pale greenish giey 


1 * c rythi opt crus, cf, P 3**1 
P 6> i/t/u opt ci U6, $ , p ‘332 

[p 333 

JP art alatu «. tci a la t us, d , 

P ee an afrit us, J,p 333 


[p 333 

P mefmiott * mclanotis , rf , 
P m milanotis , 2 » P 3.J4 

7* »i intei medtusjdi P 315 
P 7/i tiitri nttdius, 5 » P 333 
[chltn t», d i P iW 3 
1* i anthochloi is r nn/ho- 
1* i pallida, d 

7‘ i t anthochloi is, 2, P 3 lb 
1 * sc pallida, 2 
7' i accidentally, cf p S3G 
P t occidentalis, 2, p •! U> 


JP r pallida (Dai id, lunnan) is iery lihely r to be found in 
the 2? Shan States, so is included m the key 


(354) Ptemthius eiythropteius. 

Till lfLD-WINGEl) SlIlclKX.-DvBnr.EK 

JLamus a i/tln optei it* Vigoi**, 1* Z S,p 22 (1831) (Himalaya Mt ) 
(vJ/iij # cc, Punjab ) 

2*tci uthm^ a y tin nptei n\ Dlonf Oatc« t i, p — _M 
Vernacular names 7)an-/ t i anjt (Cachan) 

Descuption — Adult male h'oieheacl to nape, loies, undei the eye 
and eai-co\ei(s> black , a bioad white supeioilium , uppe* plumage 
bluisli giey 1 -, some of the uppei lail-coveits tipped with black , tail 
and w mg-coi eits black, pumaues nndoutei secondanes dark bi ow n, 
edged w ith glossy black and tip 2 >ed with w lute innei secondaries 
chestnut, lower plumage veiy pale greyish white, the sides of the 
tin oat, centre ot the abdomen , vent and urnlei wing- a id fail- 
coverts pure white , low ci parts of the flanks pale x usty 
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Colours of soft parts Ins pale greenish or gieyisli w lute to deep 
laiendei-, gieen-, 01 blue-giey ot almost every conceivable tint 
and sometimes (&orltutn-ud.tt&(en) amber , bill pale plumbeous, the 
base of mandible and most of the ctilmen black , legs and feet pale 
fleshy- w lute to pale fleshy -brow n, claws horny -biown and soles 
more yellowish 

Measurements Total length about 190 mm , wing 80 to So min , 
tail about GO to 65 mm , taisus about -*8 to 29 mm , culmen about 
17 mm 

Female and Young The upper pait of the head bluish grey 
instead of black and supercilium veiy indistinct, uppei plumage 
olive-grey , smaller wing-coverts black edged with yellowish , greater 
coverts black with yellow outer webs , pi imary-covei ts and winglet 
black , tbe earlier pi i manes edged wilb hoaiy-grev, the others 
with vellow , in net secondaries chestnut , the central tail-featheis 
gieen, the otheis black with bioad green maigins totheoutei webs 
and tipped with yellow , iowei plumage entnely pale buff 

Measurement s a little smallei than the male , w ing 78 to 81 mm 



Fig G2 — Head of P ci ytln optet it* 


The young male assumes the adult plumage in the fust autumn. 

Distribution The Himalayas from Hazara to IB Assam, Mam- 
pur aud the Chin Hills 

Hidifi cation This S hrike-Babbler breeds between 3,500 and 
9,000 feet m J line Col B H Jtattray describes its nest as one 
of the most difficult to find, being always built m the smaller twigs 
verv high up m high ti ees in forest The nest is a stiong, neat 
ciadle ot fine roots, built, like an Onole’s, pendent fiom a small 
folk Three eggs taken on the 11th ot Tune weie a pale lilac- 
w'hite with niuneious fine specks and spots ot deep purple, foimmg 
deep rings round the extieme laigei end and finely peppeied 
ovei i/he lest of the sm face They .ue broad ovals m shape, of a 
latliei fi agile, glossless te"\.tuie and measuie about 21 8 x 1G 2mni 
A. nest taken by myself on the Klhasia Hills in. May contained 
two abnormal, addled eggs JTeithei nest noi eggs bear any 
resemblance to those of the Lavndce or CampepJiag nice 

Habits In tlie Himalayas from "West to East this bird seems to 
be found from 5,000 feet upwards but in the lulls South of the 
JBiahmaputra they descend to 3,500 feet and aie common, eien 
m siimmci, at 4,000 feet They consoit eithe* in-pail *• O 1 IV Sinai* 
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paities and keep much to the fimge of foiests, the sides of roads 
and sti earns and open glades, and when perched on the topmost 
twig of some tall bush they do look extremely Shi ike-like but 
dn ectly they raoi e the resemblance disappears They are sedate 
and inther slo\i in then actions as they hop about 01 clambei 
through the bushes and sciub and then flight is jeikj, dipping and 
ratliei feeble They aie not sli 3 r buds and keep up a continuo us 
giatmg “ chin ” alien being watched but they also have some loud 
musical call-notes They feed both on insects and berries and seeds 

(355) Pteruthius seialatus seralatus. 

TlCKELL’s SnniKE-BABBLEH 

Ptei ut/tius <ei a fa tug Tiekell, J AS B, \\n , p 267 (1835) 

(Tenassemu 3,500-4,500 it ) , Blanf & Oates, i, p 225 

■Vernacular names None lecorded 

Description — -Male Diffeis from the last m hanng the inner 
secondanes golden \ el low on the outer webs and edged with black 
on the mnci webs and tipped with black The lower plumage is 
also mote gie> 

Colours of soft parts “ Legs and feet fleshy w hite , claw s pale 
brown to black , lowei mandible and basal edges of upper mandible 
along coirmissme pale blue, lest ot the bill black, ins taried con- 
sideiablv slat\ giei , pale gieenish gre> and deep biown ” (Hxnne 
j Davison) 

Measurements a little siuallei than the last, wing 75 to 81 mm 

The female drffeis in having the mnei secondaries green, tipped 
with chestnut and the back giey • 

Distribution The KL.iclnn Hills, Past ot Bhamo the hills of 
Cential Post Bui inn, Muleyrt and piobabli othei i, urges in Ten- 
asseum and the jS'oilli of the lVXala 3 r Peninsul.i 

Xiidiflcation Unknown 

Habits On NXulej'it, Dauson found this bud mpausoi singl\, 
frequenting the tops ot the highest tiees, hunting the smaller 
blanches and foliage for insects Xts note he s"\ llabifizes as 
•* too weed) ” He also sa 3 s that if one of a pair is shot, the other 
at once commences calling and hunting foi its comp unon This 
trait is also seen m the last bird. 

Piobably all the ioims ot cci alalus should he tieated as geo- 
giaplncal races of ei ytln optei us, but m the senes available foi 
examination 1 liar e seen no intei mediate foi ms 


(356) Pteiuthius melanotis melanotis. 

Tim Culsktui-tuko itlu SiiiiiiyE-Baejjleii 

Ptci utftut't mclanntis TIodga , J V S B f \\n , p 267 (IS j j) (Teiai, 
1C Ilimal rr us) Blunt A Oates, l, p 22b 

Vernacular names Ku-c, -p7io fTu'pohal 
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Description — Male Upper plumage gi eenish yellow , tail, 
ceutial tail-featheis gieen, tipped black, next lour puns black 
tipped white, these white tips increasing m si ze outwardly until 
the outermost me wholly white , a white ling round the eye , ear- 
tovei Is yellow, a black spot behind the eai-co\erts , a broad 
supei cilium bluish white , nape bluish-ashy , loies and lines above 
ami below the eye meeting behind it black , cbm, throat and 
uppei bieast deep chestnut, remaining low er plumage bt lglit yellow' 
Wings brown, the featheis edged with bluish grey and the inner 
secondaries wholly of this colour and all the quills but a lew' of the 
hist pi inianes tipped with white, lessei wmg-coveils black edged 
with giey , greater co\eits black, bioadly tipped with white, 
primary-co\ eits and wmglet black 

Colours of soft parts Ins hazel 01 light bi own , bill plumbeous , 
legs and Feet fleshy-white 

Measurements ^Length about 120 mm , wing GO to 63 mm , 
tail about 45 to 46 linn , taisus about 20 nun , culinen about 
7 to 8 mm 

Female Differs fioin the male m ha\ mg salmon-pink tips to 
the wing instead of white, the chestnut of the thioat not leaching 
the breast, and in having the loies and lines through the eyes brown 
and not black • 

The young are like the female but the upper plumage is olive- 
biown and the lower plumage is yellowish white , the nape is con. 
coloi ous with the back and there are no black lines thiough th9 eyes 

Distribution The Himalayas From Nepal to E Assam both 
Noith and South of tlie 13iahmaputra , Mnnipui 1 

modification This beautiful little llabblei breeds fiom 4,000 feet 
upwmds in the bills oi S Assam and accoidmg to Hodgson at 
6,000 or 7,000 feet in Nepal. It makes a lovely little ciadle-hke 
nesl of fine loots, a little moss and lichen, occasionally an odd twig 
or leaf oi two, scantily lined with ihuomoi ph'from a fungus oi 
veiy fine moss loots It may be placed either in a hoiisoutal foik 
oi pendent between two oi more small twigs and at any height 
fiom the ground from 5 to 15 feet, in bush or sninll sapling 
They bleed from the middle of April to the middle of June, laying 
i oiu oi five, oi even six eggs These are of tw o tv pee — a delicate 
pmky-lilac with fine specks and tiny blotches of daik put pie, mostly 
confined to the larger end, oi a pale pmk with similar mniks of 
pale reddish biown with otheis underlying of pale lilac and neutial 
tint The shape is a tegular or rathei bioad oval and the texture 
soft and fine, glossless and zathei fragile Tliuty-foui eggs 
a\eioge 17 9X3 3 5 mm and the extremes are 19 1 X 14*4 mm. and 
16 8x130 nun and 17 4 x 12 6 mm. 

Habits This little bud seemB to be invariably found in pairs 
only, iiequentmg both lofty tiees and the higher bushes mid 
biusliwood It is essentially a forest bud but at the same time 
keeps to tlio moie open parts and to the vicinity of jungle-tiacks. 
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streams and natural glades. Jt has the Tit-like habits of many of 
the small ei Babblers but is very delibeiate m its movements both on 
w ing or on foot Jts call is a pleasant double note — “too-w eet, too- 
weet, * not often utteied unless the buds are sepaiated 


(357) Pteruthius melanotis intermedins. 

Ham’s Shrike Bablllr 

sLllotj ms tntei medius Hume, S F, v, p 112 (1877) (Tenassenm) 
l*tei if thins tutei meet ins Blanf & Oates, i, p 22 7 

Vernacular names None recoided 

Description — Male Diffei s fi om the last iu hat ing the foi ehead 
deep chestnut, followed by a yellow band , the giev nape and black 
neck-patches are absent, the outeiinost tail-fe ithei s ha\e astieak 
of black neai the tips of the outer w'ebs . the 1 st and 2nd pi imaries 
aie entirely black, the next four black on tbe base and white on 
the lest of the outei m ebs 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as m the last. 

The female has the foiehead lufous and the Ion ei plumage pale 
yellow The wings aie edged with gteen except the earlier 
pi imaries which aie edged w ith pale yellow 

Distribution. The eastern lulls of Burma from Bliamo to 
Tenassenm 

Nidificatiou and Habits Nothing lecoided 

(358) Pteruthius xanthochlons xanthochloris. 

Tun Greex Shiiike-Babbmr 

JPtei uthivs t anthochloi is Hodgs , J A SB, ir, p 448 (1847) 
(Nepal) , Blanf & Oates, l, p 227 

Vernacular names None recoided 

Description — Male The forehead, lores, sides of the crown and 
lound the eye daik grey , ciown and nape blackish with tiaces of 
grey, ear-cot eits and upper paits green, lesser wing-cot eits 
biown edged with gieen, greater coveits the same tipped with 
yellowish, primary -coveits black , wings dark biown edged with 
gieen extenoily, tail brown suffused with gieen on the outer 
webs, tipped with white and the outei web of the outermost 
feather whitish , chin, throat and breast pale ashy, suffused m 
places w ith yellow , i emaming low er plumage, undei wmg-coi erts 
and axillnnes blight yellow' 

Colours of soft parts Iris grey, daik giey oi giev-biown, bill 
black, tbe lowei mandible and commissure pale blue-grey, legs 
and feet fleshy or flesh y-giey' 

Measurements .Length about 125 mm , wring 62 to 65 ynm 
tail about 48 to 50 mm. , tarsus about 20 inm , culmen 8 mm. 


a 
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The female has the crown the same grey as the foi ehead, and 
there ai e no tiaces o± blaclc 01 blackish on the lace 

Distribution Kepal, Sikkim and Hills North of the Biahma- 
putra 

Nidification Nests and eggs sent me bj Mr D Macdonald and 
Mr A\ r P M.isson with the parent buds are exactly like those of 
the next foim, noi can the eggs be distinguished fiom those 
of that hud They measme about 10 3 x 14 8 mm 

Habits This is a quiet, rather retiring bird, but cannot be called 
shy as it does nob mind being watched Xt keeps to the tops of 
the higher tiees in deep foiest and is so slow and uuobtrusne m 
its Habits that it does not attiact attention and its low, rather 
pleasant, call-notes cannot be heard at any distance Xt is nob 
gregai ious, being generally found m pairs, and feeds on small 
insects and small berries and seeds 

(359) Pterutluus xanthochlons occidentalis. 

The Simla GriiUErr Siniiicn-BAmiT ee 

JPtet uthitis xnntJtochlot n oertden Ilanngton, Dull B O n mm 
p 82 (191J) (Delira DunJ 

V ernacular names None recoi ded 

Description — Male Diffeis from the last in having the crown 
and nape ash-grey instead of blackish and the whole plumage is 
somewhat paler and less vivid The female diffeis m having the 
head greenish with a wash of giey 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as m the last 

Distribution N W Himalayas fiom the Sutlej Valley to 
Garhwal and, possibly, W Nepal 

Nidification Neslta taken by Osmaston and Eat tray aie 
desciilied as deep ciadles of root-fibres and lichen, bound together 
with cobwebs, lined wnth the finest black loots and rhizoiuoiph of 
a fungus and attached to small folks m the outer blanches of 
spiuce oi deodar They appaiently bleed from .April to July at 
elevations between 5,000 and 9,000 feet and lay two to four eggs 
These aie miniatures of those oi J P e> ythi opterus and ten eggs 
average about 19 4 x 14 0 mm 

Habits Piactically nothing lecorded Xt keeps much to heavy 
tree-forest in pans or solitary, fiecjuentmg the higher blanches, 
wlieie it attiacts no attention either by voice oi its quiet 
movements 

Genus TTTT.A B OCICHLA. Oates, 1889 

The genus HxUn ocichTa. was cieated by Oates foi a species leiy 
close to JPtet uthvus but differing in its much longer tail Tins is 
equal to the wing in length and is greatly gi ml unted, the outer- 
most featliei being about one-third less than the centi.il ones In 
other lespects Utla? ottchla and l*tei uthtus aie alike 
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(360) Hilaiociclila rufiventer. 

Thl Buiocs-sellilu Sjibike-Babbi.eu 

I'li ) ut June ttifivenlet Blvth, J A SB, \i, p 18 (1843) (Darjiling) 
Jhlat ocichla rufiventris 131anf & Oates, l, p 243 

■Vernacular names None recorded. 

Description — Male The forehead, crow n, nape, hind neck and 
sides ol the head black , upper plumage chestnut . wings black, the 
secondanes tipped chestnut, a lew of the piitnanes margined with 
giey below the ematgi nations , chin, throat and uppei breast ashy, 
divided by a white line from the black of the head, a patch ot 
golden yellow on each side of the breast, lemamder of lowei 
plumage soft vinous-brown, paler on the abdomen and lowei tail- 
coveits, under wing-coverts pnle vinous, edge ot wing white 

Colours of soft parts In the dry state the bill is black, bluish 
on the low ei mandible , legs fleshy-brown 

Measurements .Length about 200 mm , wing 85 to 8S mm , 
tail about 85 mm , tarsus about 30 mm. , culmen about 15 to 
16 mm 

Female Forehead giey tipped with black, ctown and nape 
black, sides ot head giey, with a black patch at the end of the 
eni-coieits , back, scapulars and upper part of lump bright green, 
inegtilarly haired with black lower rump and upper tai 1 coverts 
chestnut , central tail-feathers green with black shafts, black sub- 
tennmal bar and white tips, the others black with a portion of 
the outei webs green and all tipped with chestnut, smaller wing- 
co verts black, bioadly tipped with green, greater wing-coverts 
black on the inner webs and green on the outer w'ebs , wraglet and 
pmnary-coverts black, quills black, the earlier primaries edged with 
hoary-giey, nil the other quills with green, the innermost having 
the whole of the outer w r ebs green , chin, throat and breast grey , 
lower plumage dark unous-brow n, with a yellowish patch on either 
side ot the breast 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim aud the Naga Mills but its limits 
me not yet known 

Nidification and Habits Beyond the fact that it is a bird of 
high elevations, nothing is know n about it 


Genus AETHORHYNCHUS Sundevall, 3872. 

In this genus the bill is very sti ong, nenrlj as long as the head, 
ierj nenily straight and with the tip sttongly notched and hooked , 
the nostulo are long o\als and the nctal bustles are weak 
The tail is almost squaie at the end. The 1st pi unary is about 
halt the length of the 2nd and the 3rd and 4th aie longest 
and not equal The legs ai e not so stiong a*- is usual iu the 

Z'znialzidtr 
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The position of tins genus, ot -,!£>/ ilhmrt, winch is very closely 
allied to it, .uid oC Chlot o/ists is veiy donbtl ul Til nil tlnee the sexes 
aie dissimilar and m the first two the suminei and winter plumages 
ol the males are dilTeient They have frequently keen placed in 
a family with the Bulbuls and one or two orheis but they appeal 
to me to be eicn less closely cm met, te<l with them tii.in with the 
tiuly Tunalune birds J*i ohably they should be placed in a family 
by themselves leading from the Vimnlzulu. to tlie J*yc7tonotrtUe but 
foi the present. 1 leave them as they aie Specimens in spit it aie 
wanted for examination 

(301) Aethorhynchus lafresnayi. ^ 

Tjui Ojuat I oka 

Jot n la ft esnctyi IIn.rU , Itev Zonl , 1844, p 401 (Mnlnccn) 
ylethot hynchtut Ittft emat/t J Slant & Oaten, i, p 228 

' Vernacular names None rccoi ded l 

Description — Breeding male Upper plumage dull green, the 
leathers fringed with black wings, tail and uppei tail-co verts 
deep black, the pi Hilaries and outer secondaries very nai lowly 



Fig (i i — Hoad of j±c lajrv'mayx 


edged with gieemsh on Iho outer and mnie broadly with while on 
the inner w r ebs , loi es, cheeks, n i mg round the eye and tlie whole 
lower plumage hi iglit 3 ellow 

Non-breeding- male and female Uppei plumage without tlie 
black fringes, the t.ul dull greeiiibli yellow, pi Hilaries and second' 
aries brow r n instead of black 

Colouxs of soft parts Jus brown or h asel-bro wn , bill plum- 
beous, leaden blue or bluish slate, the cuhnen d.nker, legs and 
feet clear slate or plumbeous blue, tlie claws horny-brown 

Measurements. Length about 105 mm , wing 67 to 72 mm , 
tail about 55 to 57 111111 , tiusus about 220 mm , culmeu about 
37 mm. 

Distribution Piom South Airakau down 'West Burma to 
Tenassemn and tho Malay "Peninsula, Siam and * Anuain 

Nidification. Two nests taken by Mi W A T Is el low near 
Peiak are small, rathei deep cups ol tlie softest glasses, lined 
with the same and well bound round and about with spideis* webs, 
ofren mixed with then egg-hags Both weie placed 111 high 
bushes in cvergieen-junglc They were taken on 4 fli .January and 
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27 tli March and contained one and tliice eggs lespednch in 
giound-colour these aie a gicjisli nlntcand they ate iiiaiRcd longi- 
tudinally with giej st leaks and licic and tlietQ with one mine 
reddish They measiiie between 17 3 x 141 mm nml 202 x 
15 3 nun , the lormei is picsumably abnoimttlly small 

Habits. Tlie Grit at Jot a is more ol a Foit*st than «i gaiclcn bml, 
at the same tune in M cm gin and other places it is known to entt i 
compounds and oichatds It is said to keep to the lnghci tico** 
in pieffMence to sciub- mid bush-jungle, to lia\e a line whistling 
call and to be entirely msectn oroits m its diet 

Genus iEGITHINA Vieill , 18 1 G 

The buds of this genus aie very closely allied to the last but ha\o 
a smaller bill lake the lust they li.i\ e two moults in flieycai, 
the male assuming a bleeding plumage at the early moult 


J\ei/ to Species 

A I til black oi frieen tluoughuiit 

a l)]i]ici plumage ei the i giirim-li yellow, or 

bliuL,oi n mix tin ool both iijrftia, p 339 

h Upper plunuigi cntiiel> dark gi ten -'7i i n idt^stmu, p U > 

II Tail tipped with white ntt/i oltticrt, p 344 

iEgithina tiphia. 

This species is found o\ei a \eiy wide range oF count 13 Fiom 
Ceylon, almost thioiighout India, Ilutina, Siam, the Malay Pemn- 
sula, J.na and .Borneo and, as might be expected, shows a very 
gieat variation in plumage, especially in tlie breeding season 
Birds Tiom the South ol Jndia and Ceylon aie veil like those 
From the extieine South ot Bui ma and fiom the Malay Peninsula, 
as is so often the case with species which extend from one end ot 
the Indo- Bui mese horseshoe to tlie othei Uindations Fi 0111 jSToi th 
to South aie, however, veiy giadual and it is difficult to define 
wheie the meeting hues of the \a11011s laces are to be Found and 
on this account it is only possible Lo divide the species into veiy 
few w'ell-di fined googi apiucal laces 

"Wt have, liowevci, the following subspecies wlucli seem 
worthy ot attention — 

( 1 _) A. hit hlack-backc d bud fi om Ceylon and South Tiavaucoie, 
possibly reappearing in Mouth Maluia, 

( 52 ) A bud with a niueli gioenei and less black back, wbicb o coins 
ovei tlie whole Soutli-J 2 ast, Bast and -Noith-Bast India, 
Bin 111a, etc , and 

( 3 ) A third iorm 111 which the male lias no bl.ick in tlie 11011- 
bi ceding season nnd m wlucli the female is duller and palei 
than those fiom elsewhcie 
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Key to Subspecies 


A TJppei pruts greenibli, moie 01 less 
lumped with liluck iiom ciown to 
rituip, the buses of the feathers 
showing’ thiough as greenish . . 

B 'Whole upper plumage fi om ciown 
to lump black, bases showing 
through as blight yellow . . 

C Upper parts mostly black but with 
a gieat deni of yellow showing 
through, especially on nape . . . 

II Above rather daik yelkmish green, 
tail black 

E Above a still darker shade, tail 
black . . 

IF Above palei, moie yellowish, tail 
gieen 

G Aboie greenish yellow . 

II Abut e darker gieenisb 

I Abote very pale dull greenish 
yellow 


Lp 340 

yfc. ttphiu ttphia, rf bleeding. 


y® t xeylonua , c3 biei 


iv 342 
ding. 


JE t hutnet, <3 breeding, p 3*12 

[p 341 

t ttphia , cJ non-breedmg, 

[p 342 

sE t scylontca, ($ non-bieedintr, 

[p 343 

sE t l iumet , <3 non breeding, 
t ttphia , $, p 341 
t zet/fomca , $, p 342 

2B t fiuiuci, $ , p 342 


J3E£ t scapulans is the Javan form which is probably the same 
ns those from Sumatra, Bo;neo and South Main y a Birds tiom 
Siam, Cochin Chino and fuiiher east are \ery uchly coloured 
and orange below, whilst those from Annam are again somewhat 
different, the females being Aeiy grey on the breast and flanks 



Fig 64 — Bead of JUS t ttphia 


(362) jSJgithina tiphia tiphia. 

Tub Common Ioka 

Afotaci Ha tiphia Uinn., S N, p 186 (1768) (Bengal). 
jEffifhtna tiphia Blauf & Oates, l, p 230 

■Vernacular names Shoxibiga or Shoubigt (Hind ) , JPatsu-yitta 
(Tel), Eachapoi a, (Tam), Cha-luA, Taphxka , EaticJcya-lmifih, 
(Beng ) , Hat sat-Soi a% (Assamese), Daotxsha gwrmo gadeha 
(Cacbau), Inga^nn na (JCaclia Noga); 'Vohjong pong (Mikir), 
jShwe-pz-Ao (Burmese) 

Description. — Male breeding Bores, foiehead, ciown, back, 
upper tai I -cover! s and fail black, the bases of the featheis yellow - 
gieen and showing through on the bark, rump green, wings 
black with two wid 9 bais of white, formed by the median coi erts 
and tips ot gi eat or , edges of iniiei secondmies white, outez 
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secondaries and pi i manes verv narrowly edged with white; ear- 
cove! ts, sides of head and whole lower plumage yellow , washed 
with green on the flanks, vent and under tail-covei ts, bughtest 
on tin oat and uppei breast 

Colours of soft parts Ins yellowish w lute to blight pale yellow , 
bill slaty-blue, the culinen blackish , legs and feet clear slaty-blue 
to dull plumbeous 

Measurements Xiength about 1-10 mm , wing 59 to 68 mm , 
tail about 50 mm , tarsus about 18 to 19 mm , cultnen about 
12 to 13 ram 

female Above gieen or yellowish green, the tail lather 
daikei and faintly edged with yellowish white, the black of the 
wings in the male replaced by biown, entire under plumage 
yellow, tinged with greyish gieen on flanks 

Male m winter plumage is similar to the female but has the tail 
black and the undei sides rather brigktei 

The descuption of the male given above is quite exceptional, 
moie gieen and much less black being the rule and innny bieedmg 
males lia\ e practically no black o.i the upper paits other than 
the wings and tail 

Distribution . All India, except S. Travnncore, East of a line, 
roughly speaking, d law u fiom the head ofr the Gulf ofc Cambay 
through Abu to Simla and excluding that portion of South, 
Central India occupied by J13 t Jmmei It extends through 
A<e-am, Burma, ceitamly to the north ol the Malay Peninsula, 
east to 'Western Siam, Annum {llabxnson <L Kloss ) and the 
Kachin Mills There is n specimen in the Eiitisli Museum 
collection leceived from IChoinsan m Peism 

Nidiflcation. The Common Ioia bieeds from April to July, 
making a very nent, cup-shaped nest ot fine, soft grasses lined 
with the same and w'ell matted outside with cobwebs and spiders* 
egg-bags It measures about 2|" (62 3 mm ) in diametei by 
about 2" (50 mm ) deep, the w alls - being veiy thin, only some 3 or 
4 mm thick It may be placed in either a horizontal oi veitical 
fork of any bush or small tree at any height from 2 to 30 feet 
from the giound The eggs number two to foui, most often 
three, and are very unusual m coloration , they are of two types — 
one w itli a pale creamy or gi eyish-wlute ground-colour, w lth a few 
irregulai longitudinal inaiks ot grey and underlying ones of 
neutral tint The second type has the ground-colom a beautiful 
pink and the markings aie i eddish Eggs from Siam aie much 
moie speckly in their character 60 eggs average 17 6 x 13 9 mm , 
the greatest and least length and breadth being 19 0 X 14 3 , 
IS 1 x 15 0 , 16 2 X 14 0 and 18 2 x 13 2 mm 

Habits The lorn is a bird of the plains and lower hills, seldom 
being found much over 2,000 feet, though stragglers may larely 
wander up ns high as 8,000 feet (Simla) It is a familiar little 
bird, haunting guldens, orchards and the outskirts oE villages as 
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well ns the fiinge of forests and scrub-jungle Jn the bi ceding 
season ll pertoims wondeiful acrobatic feats, dm ting up into the 
au and then with all its leathers, especially those 'of the lump, 
puffed out, it comes spuming down in a spual to the perch it lias 
left A i rived thete it sprends and flirts its tail like a little Pea- 
cock, diooping its wings and uttering all the tune a piotraclcd, 
sibilant whistle 01 chirrup it has a gieat variety of notes, the 
most sf i iking of which is a piolonged “ ue-e-e-e-tu,” a long, di awn- 
out wail with the last nofe diopping suddenly This seems nevoi 
to be uLtei ed except m the inins, and when constantly repeated to 
the accompaniment of the splash oF rain and the sough oh the 
wind, is one of the saddest little bn d-notes imaginable It is 
generally found in pairs and is not giegaiious, though, where it is 
common, tliiec 01 font may be seen togetliei on the same tree, 
hunting actively for the insects which form its food. 

(303) JEgithina tiphia zeylomca. 

Tub Cjhylox Ioha 

Af ofartlla zcifltmtca Gmel ,3 N, i, p P04 (1788) (Ceylon) 
Vernacular names. 1’aii tt jxtta, (Tel ) 

Description — Male breeding Above from crown to i ump nimli 
blacltfs than in the last bird and where the bases of the featheis 
show tlnough these arc much nai tower, especially on the esiieme 
uppei back ^ 

The non-breeding male and. female are a much darkei green 
above than -*K t liplna 

1'lie olliei diffeiences which have often been dw'elt upon, sue h 
ns the absence of white on the wing, the depth of yellow' below, 
etc me of little help m distinguishing one race fiom anothci, 
but the daik tint at once suffices to sepainte Oeylnn and & Ti avail- 
ed e birds liom all but those of the Malay Peninsula, which 
undoubtedly come extiaoi diuai ily close to cliein 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the other iaccs 
Distribution Ceylon and 3 Xiavaucoie only 
N xdification and Habits as in the l«ist 

(304) JEgrfchinar tiphia humei, suhsp nor 
Tn ft. Caniiia I. Indian I oka 
Verna culai names Nono lecoided 

Description — Adult male breeding Vanes liitie liom the last , 
the ie ni.iy be lather moie yellow showing on the nape as a mlc 
and the lowei parts aie perhaps blighter 

Female is much paler and dulloi than eibliei of the othei iaccs, 
the yoliow-gieen ol the back having a taint grey tinge w hil&fc the* 



jEcrrniN'A. 


343 


unclei pails die also paler and duller. The pale edges to the tail- 
feathers aie moie conspicuous 

1ST on-hr e eding male Puk*i and duller than the other races and 
with the tail gieen, not blackish 

Distribution {South Central India There are specimens m 
the ISntish Museum, chiefly from the irnme collection, fiom the 
following places — Saugoi, .Th.insi, Jubbulpore, Raipur, Si om, 
M how , etc , roughly enibrat mg S and W Itajputana, the 
Central Provinces and the United Piovinees south ot the Ganges 

Nidification and Habits in no way difleient from those oF the 
other laces 1 ha\e named this bud after Allan O Hume, who 
pointed out the diff< tenets at considerable length in ' Htraj 
Feathers,’ \ i, p 437 

The type is T* T o 8(» 9 1 1-13, JSutish JVIusenm Coll , dated 
12 3 70, Raipui 

(365) iEgithina viridissima. 

Tllli GrllLI.Ii* Joit V. 

Join vtrtfiibstina Bmmp , Consp As , l, p 370 (18*50) (Sumatra) 

JILyil hintt vindisaimti Dlanf & Oates, i, p 2‘{ I 

Vernacular names None recorded 

Description — Adult male The whole plumage daik green, 
becoming yellow on the abdomen and \ent , lores blackish, 
featheis nbu\e and below the eye blight yellow , under tail- 
courts pure yellow , undei wing-co\erts white, tail glo&sj black, 
wmg-coveits black with white tips forming two wing-bars, quills 
black, narrow ly edged with green and the inner secondaries 
Broadly edged on both webs w ith white 

Colours of soft parts Ins brow n or reddish brown ; bill sluty 
oi plumbeous blue, the culmen and tip black, legs and feet 
plumbeous blue 

Measurements Total length about 130 mm ; w mg 60 to 65 mm , 
tail about 45 to 46 mm , taisus about 17 to 18 mm , culmen about 
12 to 13 miu 

Female and young male Above paler than the adult male and 
the tail edged with jellow , the wing-ooi erts ate brown, instead 
of black, with yellowish wiug-bais, the quills are dark brown 
and the whole low ei plumage is pale greenish yellow' 

Distribution Peninsular Burma and Siam, down the Malay 
Pen i nsu l*i to Borneo and Sumatra 

Rldlfi cation IS est and eggs sent me bj Mi "\\ r A T Kellow 
from the foot-hills beyond Peiak aic liidistinguisliablu from those 
of iifthm The nests weie taken in thin scrub-jungle 

and weie plated in vertical folks of hushes The eggs measure 
17 8x13 *# mm They were taken in Maj 

Habits Similar to those of the Common Jora, though this is 
apparently mote ol a jungle, and less of a tillage , bird than that is 
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(366) iBgitbina nigrolutea. 

Ioba 

Iota nigrolutea Marshall, S F, iv, p 410 (1876) (Meerut) 
J’Eqithma mgtolirtea Blanf & Oates, i, p 232 

Vernacular names. The same as for JSSgxtTwna t tzjphia 

Description — Male ‘breeding Upper back bright golden yellow, 
delicately fringed or stippled with black , remaining uppei paits 
black, the yellow showing through more oi less on the lowei 
back, tail bioadly tipped with white, ocapulais, lesser coxeits and 
greater coverts blaik, the latter tipped with white and the median 
covet ts whollv .white, quills black, narrowly margined with 
greenish, the outer secondaries tipped with white and the inner 
tipped and margined with white , sides of head and neck and 
whole lower plumage bright vellow , under wmg-coveits white 

Male m non-breeding plumage loses all or nearly all the black 
on the upper parts which become dull greenish yellow 

Colours of soft parts Ins dark brown , bill homy plumbeous, 
the culmen dai ker , legs and feet light plumbeouB 

Measurements Total length about 130 to 140 mm , wing 60 to 
66 mm. , tail about 44 to 60 inm. , tarsus about 17 to 18 inm , 
culmen 10 to 11 mm 

Female 'Whole upper plumage greenish yellow , the upper tail- 
coverts black, fringed with gieen , tail ashy-gieen, the central 
pair of rectnces nearly all white and the remainder broadlv edged 
with w bite, yellowish -white or greyish-white , rest of plumage 
like that of the male but the black ot the wings leplaced by 
blackish brown. 

Distribution Takes the place of -EE t tzjtJnu and EE. t hximei 
to the north-west of India It is found in Cutch, Jtajjratana 
where it overlaps the range of -EE t humei for some distance, 
Southern and South-Western Punjab, North-West Provinces, 
occasional in the north of the Central Provinces and noith of the 
Ganges as fai as Behar and the Santal Parganas, much ovei- 
lapping the range of EE t ttphza Some authors consider both 
this bird and the last to be merely geographical races of EEgzihxna 
tzphut, but their actual breeding ranges overlap so constantly 
without a corresponding intergiading of form that it seems 
imperative to give them the status of full species. 

N ldifLc ation Exactly like that of EEgithzna tvphza . Twenty - 
foui eggs taken by Barnes, Kemp and General Betham measure 
17*1 x 13 1 mm 

Habits. Those of all the rest ot the geuus 

Genus MYZ0RNIS Hodgson, 1843. 

The genus JMysomzs contains one species of brilliant green 
plumage, an inhabitant of the higher portions of the Himalayas 
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Ln A It/zoi ms the bill is blender and nearlv ns long as the head, 
distinctly notched, with the eulmen gently curved , the nostrils 
aie longitudinal and cohered by n membinne , the net al bustles 
aie weak the liend is not ciested, but the feathers of the crown 
aie somewhat lengthened, the w’ing is lounded , the tail about 
two-t finds the length of the wing and slightly graduated and the 
t u hus is long and slender 
'l'fie sexes aie dissnmlai 

(307) Myzorms pyirhouia. 

Tnc Fin],-rAiiiED Mizonxis 

Ah/somt't pi/tihotittt llodga , J \ S Ji , \n, p 984(1843) (Nepal), 
Jilnnt it Oates, i, p 2 Ji 

Vernacular names Lho-sar/vit-jtho (Lepclia) 



Fip (i 1 ) — JTeucl of V i*yn honra 


Description — Male X.ores and a patch behind the eye black , 
rest ot the head and body blight gieen, the feathers o! the fore- 
head with black centres and a stienk above and below r tlie e\e 
still bnghtei green , throat and upper bieast suffused with red 
and the lower bicast and abdomen tinged with the same , rent 
and ui der tail-coveits c best nut-ied, w mg-co\eits and inner second- 
anes bright gieen , winglet tipped w itli w hite , piimaij -co\erts 
black, edged w'ltli green and tipped with yellow, pmnaiies biown, 
the lirsfc eight tipped with white, the outer webs of all deep black, 
more or less edged w r ith red , outer secondaries with the outei 
webs red and tipped with pinkish , inner secondaries black with 
some 'green on the inner webs, tail-featliers led on the outei 
w'ebs, gieen on the miiei, broadly tipped with dusky 

Colours of soft parts Xus led ot led-biown , bill dusky-lnown , 
legs flesny 

Measurements Length about J30 min , wing .V) to b<3 mm , 
tail about 70 1o 73 mm , tarsus about 22 to 23 mm , eulmen 
about Id niui 

Female has tlie piunaiy-coverts gieen, tipped w’ltli white, the 
terminal spots on tlie secondaries pure white and tho led on under 
pai ts, tail and wings duller 

Distribution Nepal and Sikkim from 6,000 feet upw r aids 

Nidification. No authentic lecord 

Habits A bud of high-level forests, fioin 6,000 to 10,000 feet 
cu mote 
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Genus CHLOROPSIS Jaid. & Selby, ^826 

X Have already referred to this genus when dealing with. 
^SSyitJana 

It contains a large number of species oE bright plumage, princi- 
pally green, which extend fiom Ceylon, thiougn India, Biurnu, 
Siam etc to Western China aud through the Malay Peninsula 
to the islands 

It is represented m India by six species, some oi whico have 
numerous geographical races and are spzead ovei a veiy wide m ea 

In this genus the bill is slender and curved and about as long 
as the head, the tip is notched and the nostrils aie oval , the 
nctal bustles are weak , tlie frontal featheis are advanced up to 
the nostuls , the wings ai e rounded, but are less so and longer 
than in the more typically Timalmie birds . the taisi are very slioi t, 
resembling m this respect the J-tycnouoltilte 


JS 'ey to Species and Subspecies 


A Forehead rich yello w-oi ange 
a Ohm and thioat bright blue 

a ' A i allow collar round blue thi oat 
b' Yellow collar absent or obsolete 
b Chin and thioat black 
B Forehead greenish oi yellowish 
c Abdomen orange 
d Abdomen green 

c Outer webs of primaries blue 
d’ Outei webs of pn manes green 

a" A bright patch of coloui on wmg- 
coieits 

o'" Moustachial streak a mere shoit, 
narrow line 

b'” Aloustachial streak hioad and 
occupying the whole cheek 
h ' No bright patch of coloui on wing- 
co verts 


[p 340 

C ait t tft mis aw xfi ona t 
C a mo/uata, p *140 
C a tltiotdsom , p 348 

C ItardttncA.it , p *140 

C tetet ocephala chltn o- 
\cephala , p 350 


C vtt idts stosiet ops, 

Lp v»i 

O jet (font, p 3fiJ 
Cm cyan op or/ on , p' .113 


(368) Chloropsis aurifrons aurifrons. 

TltU GoLD-fBONTBU CltliOKOPSTS. 

IVtyliot fits ait rtf t one Teinm , PI Col , 484 (1829) (Cachoi) 

Ohlotop* is aitrtjfi ons Jllnnf & Oates, i, p 2*15 

Vernacular names Suhs-7iai ewa (lSTep.il), Jfuntba (Bong), 
S7i alem-pho (Lupcha) 

Description Foieliead and foie-ciowu goldeu-oi ange , dim, 
cheeks and exti erne upper throat brilliant purplish blue, lumaindei 
of throat, ear-coverts, lound the eye, lores and a uanow line up 
to the nostrils black , aif indistinct supercilium and a bioad band 
sunounding the black of chin and t^iont golden-yellow, a patch 
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on the wings including most of the lesser coverts, bright pale 
blue ; edge of wing rather darker blue , concealed poi tions of 
wing-quills dark brown , lower aspect of tail plumbeous, remainder 
of plumage bright grass-green, lighter below and sometimes inclined 
to an emerald tint 

Colours of soft parts Ins light to dark brown , bill black, 
gape and base of lowei mandible horny , mouth bluish , legs 
cleai pale to dark plumbeous, the 3 ounger the bird the blighter 
and clearer the colour 

measurements. Total length about 190 mm., wing 94 to 98 mm ; 
tail about 70 to 75 mm ; tarsus about 18 mm. , culmen about 
17 to 18 mm 

Female has the gold foieliead less developed and the crown 
duller, the gold collai is obsolete , the blue ot the throat is some- 
times mixed with black 

Measurements. A s mallei bird than the male, wing 90 to 94 mm 

Distribution The Himalayas from Grarhwal and Simla to 
Eastern Assam , the hilly country of North and North-East 
India from Chota Nagpur, Kajmabal, Santal Pargauas etc , 
the whole of Burma to South Tenns&enm where it meets O a 
vnornata ; Shan States, North aud Central Siam. 

Nidification The nest is a rather shallow' cup, made of very 
hne twigs, mo?s roots, the tendrils of climbing plants, outwardly 
bound together and also intei woven with scraps of moss, grass 
and a tow-like material which seems to be the inner baik ot a 
tree The lining, if any, is of finest grass stems or moss roots 
The nests aie generally placed m horizontal folks at the extremity 
of a small outer blanch neat the top oi a high tiee in forest As 
the nest is a small one, roughly about 3 7" (93 mm ) by under 
SJ" (50 mm ) deep, it is very hard to find 

They breed fioiu the middle of May to the end of July 01 e\ en 
into August at all heights from 3,000 to 6,000 feet and probably 
much low'tr, as a nest ot a Chloiopsis, probably of this species, 
was takeu by natives 111 the foot-hills ot Cacliai at a few hundred 
feet elevation only and 111 JVlargherita, Assam, at about 700 feet 
this bud was quite common throughout the summer 

The noiinal clutch of eggs is two, tlnee only rarely and in 
uppeaiance they ate a eiy like long dull colouied eggs of the 
Nilta\as The gtound is cie.tm 01 1 eddish cream aud they aie 
covered, usually profusely, wit li faint pale leddish-brou 11 maikuigs, 
equally nuiueious ovei the whole smfnce They me Jung, otter 
pointed, o\a!s 111 shape and the tevtuie is glossless aud faiil} hue 
Ten eggs ateragc 23 5x155 min 

Habits Tlie Gtolden-fi onted Cliloropsis i*» found 111 small pat tie-, 
foui to a do/en 01 so, throughout the non-bieednig season, 
frequenting open but well-wooded counti \ , and keeping mm 11 to 
the tops of the highest tiee*-, especially the Cotton-tiee (Humber* 
mat aba* tea") when in flowei At other times it may be found in 
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the lower giowtlis and it roosts foi preference m dense seeondtiiy 
scrub or even in long sun- or elephant-giass It indulges m the 
qucUtifC'tl ot attitudes when leeding and is a very active and 
lestless bud At one moment it will hover like a Sun-bud in 
limit of a flower, at another it clambers along the lower smiace 
of a thin btanch and sometimes it will swing itself lound and 
louiul in somersaults, a trick it cames with it into captnity 
It is a most cliaiimug' cage-bud, veiy easily tamed and «i sweet 
songslei Its note, most often *isc d in the cold weather wdien 
feeding in company, is a low “ cheep,” like that ot a chicken calling 
foi us mothei, but it has <ui immense imiubei of notes and i«> an 
e\u*]lvnt mimic It feeds on insects, seeds and fruit ami 1 have 
seen it feeding on bananas, oranges and peaches which had 
biust ovci-i.pe on the* tieis They aie oxtiemcly quairelsomo 
lnicls and will allow no otheis to feed ueai them 


(309) Chloropsis aunfrons davidsoni.* 

Tun Malahak Cjicokoi*sis 

Chhn opsit, tiurifi ou\ tletvidsam, Stuai t ]{al»er 7 Hull B O O , \li, p 8 
(1920) (Mnlalmr) 

CJiloiopttx inrtltihm tea lilnnf & Oates, i, p 23‘ 5 
7'ernaculai names Ohota Ifutnal (Jlmd ) 



Description — Adult male s from G n aiinft ons m having 

the chin and lluo.it bluck instead ot blue without the suiroundiug 
gold coll.ii The inousldclual stiealc xemains blue 

Colours of soft parts and ICeasurements is in the last 
The female lias hut little signs of the golden forehead ot blue 
moiistncliial streak and has the chin and tluoat pale giecu 
The young bird, as in the last, is all gieen 
Distribution W«»bt coast ot India, Khnndala to Ceylon 
N ldification A neat w'lfcli eggs sent me fi om ltntn.ipma, 
Ceylon, is ex.ictly like that of the Gfold-lionted Uliloropsis and 
w'.is placed m an cmtei small blanch ot a tiee about 20 feet tiom 


* Tunltts ma/afjttnrus Qnul , R N, p 837, is preoccupied by the siune 
author, p 810, and cnunoL therefore be used 
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tlie gtound The two eggs me also just like that ot the last bud 
and measuie 21 0x15 0 and 21 Ox lo 1 mm Tlie\ were taken 
on the 25tli January 

Saints This bird is found at all heights up to b,0u0 lect, nioie 
often between 2,000 and 4,000 feet It inhabits ioitsts oi open 
country as long as it is well wooded and appears to keep al nost 
entirely to liees in its search for food, which consists ot both 
insects and fimt 

(470) Chloropsis aurifrons mornata. 

Till. Sum CiiTamorsis 

Chlompst* nttttfion' * mtnnatu* Kloss, Ibis, 1918, p 198 (lait itnii 
Kno, binin) 

Vernacular names None recot ded 

Description Difteis fioin 6'. tt attuftons m liawng less otange 
on tlie forehead and piacticallv no golden eollni 

Colours of soft parts “ Ins dnik , bill bluck , leet plumbeous * 
(A loss) 

Measurements Wing 85 to 8S min , tail GO to 03 mm 

Distribution West and South Siam, stiaggling into 1 lie e-vtimne 
East ot Peiunsulai llui nut, Annum and Cochin China 

Nidifi cation Not teeoided 

Habits Appaieutly diflei in no u.ij liotn those ol the olhei 

iai.es 


(47 1 ) Chloropsis hardwickii haidwickn. 

Tin. OiiAsai-iu liMLu CiiLonorsis 

C/iA>u»»is hat f/iuic/i n Jnrd £L Selby, 111 Orn Adu , « 1 (1 829) 

(Nepal) , Ulaiif A Oates, l, p 23b 

Vernacular names Dao-yxu mm-ho-yatan<t (Cucliau) 

Description Whole uppei plumage and inner secondaues 
bright gieen , foieliead, above the eye and down the neck, 
strongly tinged with yellow' , loies, ear-coveits and a patch 
behind them black , clnn, tin oat and upper bieast velvety black, 
glossed with put plish blue, luuustacliial stieak bright cobalt, 
tail abo\e puiplisli blue, thu inuet webs dusky-black, iessei' wing- 
coieits verdigi is-blue , oLliei coverts black edged with pm pie, 
flanks gieen , leinamdei of louni plumage buglit, deep orungt 

Colours of soft paits Ins blight icd-biown to hl.uk -hi ow n 
bill black, 1« gs plumbeous blue, dull and daik in old buds, blight 
and cleai in llie voung 

Measmementa Total lenglh about 188 mm , wing 0 1 to 
09 linn , tail about 7o to 78 min , tai sus about 18 mm , * ultiicit 
17 linn 
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Female A moustachial streak pale cobalt , primaries and outer 
secondaries brown, the former nanowly, the latter broadly, edged 
with gieen ; centre of breast and abdomen and under tail-coverts 
oianpe, paler than in the male 

The young are wholly green and take over the year to acquire 
then full plumage 

Distribution The Himalayas from Simla and Mussooue to 
Hasten) Assam, South through Manipur, Lushai Hills to Te 11 as- 
sert m, Fast to the Shan States and North and 'Western Siam. 
It .ilso occurs in the Malay Peninsula 

STid location The Orange-bellied Chloropsis breeds throughout 
its range duung the iains, occasionally m May, making a nest 
quite indistinguishable fiom that of aurtfrons but which is some- 
times placed lower, raiely within 8 or 10 feet of the ground It 
breeds more exclusively in forest and less in the moie open paits 
than does the previous species The eggs cannot be sepai ated 
fiom those ot the amvftons group Twenty eggs aveinge 22 8x# 
15 0 mm 

Habits The Orange-bellied Chloiopsis is found fiom the foot- 
hills and the plains adjoining up to about 6,000 feet, it is much 
mote a forest bud than most membeis ot the genus, but haunts 
the thinner paits near rivers, glades and openings i other than the 
deeper parts. It may be seen either in pairs or small parties, and 
is veiy active and quick on its legs and dies well It is a molly 
beautiful songster and lias a wonderful lange of notes in addition 
to great powers of miunciy It is a very favourite cage-bud in 
Assam and is easily taught tricks and becomes very tame In a 
wild state it lives principally on insects, though it also eats some 
seeds and most fruit, in captivity, however, it is almost exclu- 
sively trugxvorous 

(372) Chloropsis icterocephala chlorocephala. 

Tub Bubmesb Cni/Oitorsis. 

JPhylloi ms chlot ocephaltia Wald , A M N II , (4) vu, p 241 (1871) 
(Tounghoo) 

Ohloi opais chlot ocephala 13 1 an f & Oates, t, p 23 7 ' 

Vernacular names Uao-bvZxp gumma (Cocliati) 

Description — Male Lores, featheis under and in front ot the 
eye, cheeks, clnn and throat bluck , foiehead and bioad band 
fiom eye to eye passing lotmd and encircling the throat pale 
yellowish green , front of the crown above the forehead and a 
biond streak pnssmg ovei the eyes and enr-covei ts pale green , 
a very shoit moustachial sti'eak cobalt, crown of the head and 
nape golden green , back, rump, upper tail-coverts and scapulars 
deep gieen , tail blue, primaries and tlieir coverts black, edged 
with blue, outer secoudanes black on the inner, blue on the 
outer webs edged with green ; inner secondaries and gieater 
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coverts green tinged with blue lessei cox cits glistening cobalt- 
blue , median and gi eater coverts green tinged with blue at the 
base , under plumage blight green tinged with blue on the hi east 
Colours of soft parts Jus browm , bill black , legs plumbeous 
Measurements I^englh about 180 mm , wing 8U to 85 mm , 
tail about 57 to 70 mm , tarsus about 18 min , culmen 10 to 
17 mm 

Female The blade on tlie head is replaced by bluisli gieen, 
tbeie is no jellow hand lound Ihe black , the inoustachial stic*alc 
i& p tit* and tlic* geneial tint dullei 

Distribution. ITills South of the Iliahmaputia to the extreme 
]<Snst ol As«aiji, jManipui, JJurma, the whole of Siam, East to 
Caehiii (dunn and Yunnan, and South to r lVnasseiun 

Hidifi cation Snnilai to that ol the othei species ot this genus. 
J found it breeding 111 N Cai hai and the hliasia Hills in April 
and IVlay and again, peihaps a second hiood, in July and August 
They kept lot bleeding puiposeB to dense, liuimd forests between 
2,000 and G,0O0 feet Sixteen eggs average 22 3 X 15 5 111 m , the 
extremes being 232x154mm , 223x160 nun and 21 0 X 
14 4 111111 

Habits In the non-breeding season the Duimese Cliloropsjs is 
found fiom tlie plains up to at least 0,000 feet, but dining the 
breeding time seems to leave the plains and keep to the higher 
lulls It lias tlie usuul habits of the genus and a \eiy sweet song, 
though not as iine as that of tlie Orange-bellied Cbloropsis 


(>573; Chloropsis vindis zoster ops. 

Tun MAi.ACuiiju-suobi.ui.Jtu) Cnnmorsis 

Cliloi opt>is xtisiettip* Vigo 1 *, App Mein Iafo ltallt, p 074 (1H.‘J0) 
(Teiin'sermi) , iSlnnt & Oates, 1 , p 2 18 

Vernacular names jS'one lecoided 

Description — Male The whole* uppei plumage, w ing-coverts, 
innei secoudaiies and tail bright gieen, the inner webs of all but 
tlie central tail-feathers edged with brown , a patch on the lesser 
wing-coverts malachite-green , othei w'ing-quills dark brown, 
biondly edged w r ith bright green , fcatlieis aboxe tlie nostrils, 
lores and a nariow line 01 er tlie e; e, cheeks, chin and thioat 
black, eai-coveits and next the black throat a paler green than 
the back , a short blue inoustachial streak, lower plumage blight 
green, a little palei than above 

Colours of soft parts Jns light brown, dark brown to crimson , 
bill black , legs and ieet pale to daik plumbeous 

Measurements Tjength about 220 to 230 mm , wing 87 to 
00 111111 , tail about 75 nun , tarsus about 19 mm , culmen about 
20 mm 
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The female and young; lia-v e no black on the bead ; the clun, 
throat and a ring round the eye aie blight j ellow and the 
mo ustnchial streak is pale and ill-defined. 

Distribution Tenassenm, South o£ Xe, near Moulmem, Malay 
Peninsula to Borneo and Sumatra, South-West Siam. 

lSTidification unknown. 

Habits Davison recoids the habits of this bud as being the 
same as those of chloi ocephala but that it is even more exclusively 
a foies t bird Tins bird is only a race of Chloi opais mi idis of 
Java, tioin which it difEeis in the tint ot the Bhouldei -patch. 


(374) Chloropsis jerdoni. 

Jiboon’s Cm. on or sis. 

JPhyllornts jet dont Blytli, J A S 13, xm, p 392 (1844) (Madias) 
Chloi ojiBtsjet dam lilanf & Oates, l, p. 238 

'Vernacular names. JJanetva (Hind ) , Wanna bojanmn (Tel.). 

Description — Male A moastaohial streak bught purplish blue , 
loies, dun, thio.it and a line hom the lores over the moustachial 
stienk black , toiehead and a band suirounding the black gieemsh 
yellow, lessei wing-coveits veiy bright malachite-green, lemamder 
ot the plumage with the visible poitions ot wings and tail green 

Colours of soft parts. JLns brown oi led- brown, bill black, 
legs and feet lavender or pale slaty 

Measurements. Length about 190 to 200 mm , wing 86 to 
89 in in , tail about 75 mm , tarsus 17 to 18 mm., culmen about 
17 min 

Female The black of the male is leplaced by bluish gieen and 
the cheek-stripe is bright greenish blue 

The young ate like the female but bave no moustachial streak 

Distribution The Peninsula of Jndia, from Sitapur, Fyzabad 
and Haiti on the North , Baroda and Punch Mahals on the West, 
the Itajinahal Hills and Miduapore on the Bast down to and into 
Ceylon 

Bidification This Chloropsis makes a nest like the nest of the 
genus, .i small ciadle of soft, tow-like material interwoven with 
small pieces ot glass and other stems, fine roots and Jiclien and 
lined, it at all, with a sparse lining of grass. Tins it places in a 
foi k of .in outer blanch of some tree, generally between 15 and 25 
ieet iiom the giound They bleed from April. to August, laying 
two oi , veiy lately three eggs These me quite unlike those ol Jhe 
other known eggs ol the inemneis ot the germs The ground- 
colour is a white to a very pale creamy or pink sparingly marked 
with spots, specks, small blotches and shot t Iran -lines oi blnchi*h, 
puiplish or i eddish brown, chiefly disposed about the laigei end 
The sin face is glossless but smooth, the test me fiagile and the 
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shape a rathei long obtuse oxal Thuty eggs axe rage 21 lx 
J*i 1 nun , the extremes are 23 1 x 18 4 mm and 19 3 x 14 3 mm 
Habits Jei cion’s Chloropsis is found either in pairs or small 
patties frequenting tiees m fairly open country, gardens, oichnids, 
sniall spinuex s and light foiest It apparently is not found 
in heavy toiest such ns is common in sub-Hiiiialayau plains and 
in parts of Southern India also Xt is as active m its hnbits as 
the lest ot its ielations t a sweet songstei with an endless repertoire 
ot notes, both of its own and copied from other buds Hlany ot 
its notes are xeiy like those ot the common King-Crow, though 
softer and sweetei Xt is a tax ourite cige-bud, feeding, both in 
c.iptixity and when wild, on iiuit, seeds and insects. Xt is very 
iond of small giasshoppers 


(375) Chloropsis cyanopog-on. 

Thjh Bctje-xx iiiskehed Chlobopsis 

l*ht/lloi-nts cyanopoqon Temm , PI Col , 512, fig i (1829) (Sumati a) 
Ohlui opsis cyanopogon lihmf & Oates, l, p 239 

Vernacular names None recorded 

Description — Male The upper plumage, tail, wing-cox erts and 
sides ot the neck bright gieen, the forehead tinged with yellow 
and inner webs of tail-feathers brown , wing-quills daik brown 
edged with gieen, lores, cheeks, chin and tin oat black, a line 
oxei the loies and eye brighter green than elsewhere, a short 
moustnclnal stieak blue, a line louud the black thioat greenish 
yellow, lowei plumage light gieen 

C atoms of soft parts Xus daik biown, bill black, legs and 
feet daik plumbeous 

Measurements Length about 180 mm , wing 81 to 85 mm ; 
tail about 30 to 33 mm , taisus about IS mm , oilmen about 
15 uiiu 

Female Clun and throat green, the moustachial streak pale 
dull blue and teatheis lound ey e yellowish 

Distribution The South of Tenasseiun down the Malay 
Peninsula to Sumati a and Borneo South-West Siam 

Nidi fic ation Unknow n 

Habits Ac col chug to llavison the habits of this bud closely 
l esemble those of the Bui mese Chloropsis 


Genus MBS TA Hodgson, 1S38 

The genus JUe&ta is ipij closely allied to XioAm, diffeimg 
pi lucip.illy in the shape ot the tail, which is lounded and a little 
gi i elicited The hill is exact lx like that of Xiot/mi bub the 
liost nl is covered bv a peculiarly shaped membiaue 

x oij i 2 a 
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(376) Hesia arg-entauris arg'entauri.s. 

Tub yiLYEB-BA HED Me 81 A 

ATesia al gentatu ts Hodg» , Ind llev , 1838, p 88 (Nepal) , Blanf & 
Oates, i, p 244. 

"Vernacular names Chz-7 o-chx-rit (Kaclim) , Dang -rajp-cfitl-pho 
(LepoLa) 

Description — Male IForehead golden -yellow , crown, nape, 
lores, cheeks black, pioduced as a stripe under the ear-covei ts , 
ear-co\ eits silver v- white , upper back and sides ot neck f ul\ ous 
yellow , lowei hack, scapulars, inner secondaries and w ing-cov erfcs 
slaty, borne of the outermost of the latter edged with green , 



fig t»7 — Bend of M a aigcntauns 


rump slaty-green , uppei tail-coverts cumson tail blackish 
brown, the three outer pairs of featheis edged with yellowish, 
wings brown, the fusttluee primaries edged uitli yellow, the other 
•quills with crimson near their bases and 3 ello\v elsewhere, chin 
and thioat deep oiange-yellow , lower plumage olive-yellow, 
bnghtei on the breast and abdomen, the former of which is 
-obsoletely Streaked daiker, under toil-coveits crimson 

Colours of soft parts Ins red-brown to blown , bill yellon- 
■ochie, tinged with greenish or biown at the base , legs and ieet 
ilesli y-yello w 

Measurements Length about 180 mm , wing 74 to 78 mm. , 
tail about 45 mm , tarsus about 25 mui , culmeu 12 to 13 mm 

The female and young have the upper and lower tail-coveits 
orange-buff and tile latter also has the crown yellowish 

Distribution The Himalayas from Gf-arhwal to Last Assam 
jNJortli and South of the 13ialiina|>utia, Manipur, Lushai, Chin, 
ICachm Hills, mountains ot Central and S Burma, Shan. States, 
Siam East of this it is replaced by a nearly allied race, Jbf a 
cwn.7t.acct (Ivlosa) 

Nidificanou Every woid written on the nidi ficat ion of Inoihnsc 
lutta would do equally well ioi tins bud also and it is quite 
impossible to tell nests and eggs ot the one fiom the other This 
turd, howevei, bleeds a little lower down than does the Liothrix 
\Vhilst the lattei bleeds puncipally between 4,500 and 7,000 leet 
this bud breeds for the most pait between 3,000 and 5,000 feet 
and whezeas the formei prefeis pme-forests, the present one likes 
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low sci ub and evergreen forest Two hundred eggs m erage SO 9 X 
16 1 mm and the extiemes are 234x160, 228x170 and 

19 4 x 16 0 , 21 0 x 15 O mm 

Habits The Mesias gather together m the cold weather m 
flocks of considerable size, sometimes as many as twenty, oi even 
thirty, forming a flock They are not shy birds and will allow 
very close observation, flitting about the bushes and lower trees 
within a few ymcls of the watchei, constantly uttering a chirrup- 
ing cry with occasional clear, loud, w histling notes ev ery now and 
then They aie restless, active little birds and form a wonderful 
spectacle ot bright colour in front of heavy green bushes and 
uudergrow th 


Genus SEINLA Hodgson, 1838 

The genus J/mZa, as lestrrcted by Oates and adopted here, 
contains one Indian bird of pleasing plumage, found on the 
Himalayas and hill-ranges of Assam Jn Alvnla the bill is 
slendei, curved, notched and pointed and about half the length 
of the head, the tail is as long as the wing and slightly graduated 
The head, as in piactically all the birds of this Subfamily, is not 
actually ciested but the feadieis of the crown are very full and 
more or less erectile 

(377) UTinla ignotincta. 

Thu Bed-tailed Miku. 

Almla Tfjnotmcta. Hodgs , Ind Rev , 1838, p 33 (Nepal) , Blaof & 
Oates, i, p 245 

Vernacular names i \ Ivnla (Nepal) , JMegblrm-ayene (Lepcha) 

Description — Male The forehead, crown, nape and middle of 
the upper neck, black , a very broad, long supercihum white, 
meeting the opposite one on the upper hack, lores, ear-coverts 
and a bind extending nearly to the end of the supeicihum black, 
back, lump and scapulars deep vinaceous , upper tail-coverts 
black , tail black, tipped and edged ou the outer webs w ith 
crimson, the two middle tail-feathers with a white streak at the 
base of the miiei webs, the outei featheis stiff used with red on 
the innei w ebs , w mg-co\ erts and inner secondaries red, edged with 
white, the latter also broadly tipped with w bite , primaries and 
outer secondanes black, edged with crimson on the gi eater p.ut 
ot the outer webs, the eailiei piimanes margined with white 
neai the tips, the outer secondanes tipped with white, chin 
vellowisli white, entire lower plumage yellow, sparingly and 
iiairowlv streaked with brown 

Colours of soft parts Xns grevish or brownish white , bill, 
uppei mandible and tip ot lower blackish -horny", rest of lowei 
mandible hornv-grey or bluish-gieemsh-hoiny , legs and feet 

2 a 2 
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grey- brown to greenish-leaden , with a wax-yellow tinge on toes, 
more decided m males than females , soles wax-yellow (Jfume) 

measurements Length about 140 mm , wing 62 to 65 mm , 
tail about 55 mm , tarsus about 21 mm. , culmen about 10 to 11 mm 

Female and young male differ from tlie adult male m having the 
bach, rump, scapulars and upper tail-coverts vinaceous brown, 
the crimson on the wing is replaced by pinkish white and on the 
tail by pnle red 

Distribution The Himalayas from Nepal to Enstei n Assam m 
the Mm Hills, South to Manipur, Cncbar, Naga Hills, etc 

HidifiLcation. The Red-tailed Mmla breeds tbiougliout its 
range between 5,000 and 10,000 feet, making a most lovely little 
pendent cup or deep purse of fine gieen moss, lined plentif ull y 
with wool, hair or vegetable dowu, sometimes hair and down 
being mixed They aie placed m small forks ot bushes 4 to 
10 feet from the ground in evergreen forest The eggs are two 
or three in numbei — Hodgson says four — and m coloui just like 
the eggs of JPiopasset oi Stvct, that is to sar. deep Hedge- 
Sparrow’s egg-blue \tilh a few spots and specks of black or 
leddish Fifteen eggs average 19 3 x 14 6 mm 

The bieedmg season is May and June 

Habits The Mmla is Found up to at least 10,000 feet and 
possibly stall higliei in the iippei forested portions of the Chambi 
Valiev and Hative Sikkim. It is said to go about m small patties, 
having much the habits of the Sivas, but in the Assam Hills it 
« as very rare and I only saw it an pairs Jn these lulls it keeps 
much to the oak and rhododendron forest at about 6,000 feet 

Genus HYFOCOIiIUS Bonap , 1850 

Since Blanfoid and Oates's first edition of the Avifauna was 
published, Mr ~W JD Camming has written in the JBombay 
Natui.il History Society's Journal (vol xu, pp 76U-766, 1900) 
some most interesting notes on this cunous bird, whicu tend 
rathei to confirm than to disprove its position in the InotucJnntr 
The young are practically the same as the female ui plumage and 
show no signs ot baning, so that they cannot be placed in the 
Laiuxilcn or OanijpepJiagultr It lias two moults but the plumage 
does, not seem to difEei, e\cept that it is said to be brighten and 
dealer in the summei than in the wmtei 

The sexes die dissuniJai 

In Ilitjtocoltus the bill is stout and bioad at the base and nLout 
halt the length of the head , the nostuls ore small exposed ovals, 
the uctal hustles are weak but always cleailv visible , the wing is 
shoit but pointed, the hist primary being minute and tbe second 
leaching to the tip ot the wing The tail is long and slightly 
graduated The tarsus is very shoit and stout, shorter than the 
middle toe and claw and is coarsely scutellated 
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(373) Hypocolius ampelinus. 

The G-hey Htpocoliub 

Hypocolius ampelinus Bonnp , Conap A\ , i, p 336 (1850) (N 13 
Africa) , Blnnf & Oates, l, p. 250 

Vernacular names. None recoided 

Description — Male Fiom the loi es, through the eye widening 
to a bi oad band on the nape black , £oreliead, crown, chin, cheeks 
tin oat, the middle oE the abdomen, \ ent, thighs and undei taii- 
co\eits pinkish ci eam-coloui , lemnmder of the body plumage, 
w ing-coverts and inner secondaries diab-grej' , winglet and 
pi linary-co \ erts blackish, shaded with ashy and paitially margined 
w r ibh giev , pi Hilaries black, with bioad white tips shaded with 
grey on the first two oi three , outer secondaries black, broadly 
edged and tipped w ith ashy, the black diminishing m amount on 
the l&tei quills and occupying only a portion of the mnei web- 
tail diab-grey, bioadly tipped black 



Fig 68 — Head of H. ampchnu* 


Colours of soft parts Indes brown , bill black in the breeding 
season, flesh-coloured with a black tip in non-breeding season 
and in the young , legs, feet and claw's fiesh-coloui 

Measurements Length about 250 mm , wing 100 to 110 mm , 
tail about 115 mm , taisus about 23 mm ; culmen 15 to 16 ram 
Female The upper plumage and the whole wing greyish lsabel- 
lrae, the quills shaded with bi ow n interiorly and edged and tipped 
with light grey , the tail is merely brown towards the end and 
tipped paler , the lower plumage pinkish cream-colour, suffused 
with drab-giey across the breast, there is no black on head or 
nape v 

Nestling “ A fortnight to thiee weeks old the first pumary is 
almost entirely sooty, all the others being graded w'ltb the same” 
(Cumnnnj) * 

Young male like the female hut has the white wring-patch from 
the eailiest stages of plumage 

Immature female has the secondaries tipped with white 
Distribution Persia, working South m March to Bushire and a 
little latei to Fao and other places on the shores of the Persian 
) Gulf A rare straggler down the llekran coast and into Sind 
and KLholat First recorded from Noi th-Easfc Africa 
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Nidification Breeds at !Fao fiom tha Inst few days of May to 
the end of July, making a cup-shaped nest of loots, palm hbie 
and glass, lined with glass, wool or hair It is placed generally 
on a leaf of a date-palm at an^ height from 3 to IQ feet from 
the ground , it has also been found m cactus-hedges and, veiy 
raiely, in thorny bushes The eggs number eithei four or five, 
occasionally only three, and aie a dull white with pale grey 
blotches and spots of giey The texture is fine and close but 
almost glossless and, m shape, they are fairly broad o\als with 
the smaller end distinctly compressed The eggs measure about 
26 2 x 18 7 mm 

According to Cumming “ the male assists the female in building 
the nest and sitting on the eggs 

** The nest is completed in three to four days , one egg is laid 
daily till the full number is completed, as, foui or five and about 
14- days are taken in incubating ** 

Habits Appaiently the ITypocolius is locally migratory, leaving 
the hilly country during the bleeding season and taking to the 
date-gardens and semi-cultivated country 

“ The call of these birds is a % ery pleasing liquid note, nothing 
like the lmieh cry of the Shnkes The female has only the one 
call , the male has a diffeient call, but often imitates the female, 
especially when aim med , he has also the habit of erecting the 
feathers of his head when excited They aie more ai boreal, at 
least m Ifao, than the Shrikes They live chiefly on fruit, but 
also indulge in a little insect diet, as seveial stomachs I nave 
examined contained legs and wings of beetles etc. 

* They become veiy tame if leaied from the nest ” (Cumm xng ) 
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Fig 69 — il fofpastc* fatcofis 


Family PYCNONOTID^E. 

Oates in the fiist edition of the Avifauna retained the Bulbuls 
as a Subl aimly, Jirachypa&vnee, ot the Txmalndaz but they seem to 
i.ie to be sufficiently well differentiated to wairnnt them being 
treated as a sepaiate iaimly They fonn a very numeious gioup 
of buds, wlucn are found throughout Southern Asia, practically 
the whole of Afr.cn, and also the extreme South -"West oE Europe 
The two principal features by which the Pycnonolidcr can be 
distinguished fiom the Thmahxdce are the eotnpaiati\ ety short 
taisus and the pi esence ot some hnns which grow irom the 
nape These bans are otten long, fanlv numerous and con- 
spicuous, sometimes short, few and inconspicuous but never 
e nt it ely absent It is tins lattei iliaiactei which separates them 

iiom the Ttmalndev, which liaie shoit tars 1 , such as (Thloi ojisis y 
* Kqiihmet etc , in additiou to which the sexes are alike m the 
Eulbuls but diEEeient in tliose genera 

In the Bulbuls tbe voung are practically like tlie adults but 
sometimes paler and duller and sometimes darkei and duller as m 
JTenna,us 
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The wing is more pointed and longei than m the typical 
2 tmeflttdtse and the bill varies fiom the shoit Fmcii-liko bill of 
-Spizia us to the long, slender bill of JMicroscelts 



Fir 70 — Foot of Aftcroscelts p psaroides 

Many Bulbuls are amongst the most common and familiar buds 
an the gnidens and towns of India, whilst others aie puiely foiest 
•buds 

It Avonld be difficult to improve on Oates’s Key to the genera of 
.Bulbuls, which is given below, piactically unalteied 

Key to Crenei a 

A Hans fiom nape nuxneious and at least as 
long os taisus 

a Ciest long and pointed . Crimgeu, p 361 

h Crest absent oi inconspicuous 

a’ Long hairs spnnging fiom back and nape Tbichoe i> sxks, p 366 
• b' Long hairs spiinging from nape only Alophotxus, p 367 

93 Hairs springing from nape sboit and few , 
sometimes almost hidden 
c Feathers of crown and ovei eai-co\eits all 
similai in shape 
«' A distinct ciest 

«" Isostuls not covered by plumelets 
s'" Wing pointed , secondaries falling 
short of tip of w ing by not less 
than length of taisus 
a* Tail forked , the outer feathers 
curved outwards 

a s Plumage all black, grey and 
white or some combination of 

these Michoscklis, p 368 

&* Plumage of seveiul colours Cbhasofiiila, p 373 

b l Tail square oi rounded r outer 
featlieis not curved outwards 
c’ Crest-featliei s obortei than tar- , 

sus and pointed IlEMixts, p 374 

if 1 Ciest-featheis longer than tar- 
1 sus and lounded Alcuhus, p 379 

b " "Wing more lounded , secondaries 
falling short of tip ot wing by less 
than length of taisus 
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c 4 Crest ample and coveung whole 
down 

t’ Tail ieij sliglitl} lounded, tlie 
outei fenthei falling' slioit of 
tho tip of the tnil by less tlinu 
the lenglli of the hmd toe 
f* Tail gientl\ lounded 
d l Ciest tlnn and confined to centie 
of ci ow n 

t/S Featheis of bade w ith soft shafts 
A* Feat lie is ot back with ligid, 
spinous shafts 

b” Nostuls ueaily concealed bv thick 
plumelets 

d' Crest inconspicuous 01 entneli absent 
c" Tipper tail-co\erts not leaching to 
middle of tail 

c'" Featlieis of ciown and foicliead 
shot t and stiff 

d"’ Featlieis of ciown and foieliead 
lonirei and soft 

c* Hill about J lc ngth of head, cora- 
pie^sed and sliaiplv carinate 
f 1 Hill about i length of hend,ncitliei 
much compressed nor cai mate 
q’ Plumage not squamated 
h ' Plumage squamated 
d" Uppei tail-coi sits reaching nenzly to 
end of tail 

d Featlieis on sides of crown and oiei oai- 
coi eits long and pointed, coiitinsting w ith 
the rounded feather'- ot foieliead 


Moipvtn s, p 3SI 
Xam hixus, p 392 

Otocomi*sa, p "94 

[p 399 

Pxnahociciii a, 
Si’iiUxu^, p 400 


Tbach\oomus,p 402 

Ioli p 403 

I’VCNONOTLS, P 410 
Kubigula, p 109 

jMickotahsus, p 422 
Ivi* laAARTIA, P 426 


Greuus CBlNIGrER Xemni , 1820 

The genus Ct inxgei may be known from all the olliei J3ul bills 
by the presence ot a long pointed ciest mid nuineious \ery long 
hairs springing fioni the nape and lnnd neck The tails ot all the 
Indian and Burmese species aie, nioieovei, lutous, a character 
sbaied by tew othei Bulbuls 



Fig 71 — Head of C t Jiaveoltta 


In Oi imgei the bill is stiong and about hnlf the length of the 
head and the culmen is cur\ed thioughout , the nclal bustles are 
well developed The wing is blunt the tail sbevt-and lounded 
and the taisus shoit but veiy strong The plumage is leiy soft 
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The eailiest name for any iorm of Ot tmget is tejpJt > oqenys of 
Jarchne and Selby and tbe description undoubtedly applies to 
one ot the southern forms, though no locality is given In the 
Journal ot the Bombay JKatur.il History Society I designated the 
type-locality as South Tenassenm (vol xxva, p 466, 1921) 

The female is a good deal smaller thau the male 


J£ey to Subspecies 


A Lowei plumage 3 ellow 

a Chin and upper throat white , ciest 
greenish yellow 

b Chin, thi oat aud uppei breast white , 
crest grej ish 

11 Lowei plumage dnrlcei and more ochra- 
ceous 

c Wing undei 106 mm 

tt' Cmn and throat white, ciest iufes- 
cent olive-biown 

V Chin, throat and upper In east white, 
ciest oli\e-giey 
d Wing o\ ei HO mm 


[p 363 

C tepla oqenys jftaveolits, 

C t but mamcteSf p 364 

C t teplit ogetiys, p 362. 

C t grxsnceps, p 365 
C t gt an tits, p 365 


(379) Criniger tephrogenys tephrogenys. 

Tut Malitam - Wnm-ramoATBD Bulbul 

Tt tcophot ns tepJn ogenys Jard &. Silby, HI Ind Om ,pl xxvn (1833> 
(no locality) (Tenas«eiim) 

Ct tntger gultut alts Slant & Oates, 1, p 256 

Vernacular names Hone lecorded 

Description "Whole upper plumage olive- brow n with an 
ocliraceous tiuge, rutescent on the head, ciest aud upper tail- 
coverts , tail rufous-brown tipped palei , wings brown, the outer 
webs ot the feathers rufescent , lores and a ung round the eye 
grevish , ear-coverts biown with pale shafts , chin and throat 
white, lower plumage f ulvous-hi o wn tinged with ochie and 
oclnaceous yellow on the centre of the abdomen, under lail- 
coveits buff 

Colours of soft paits lias wood-brown , upper mandible dark 
horny-brown, lower mandible plumbeous, legs and feet pinkish 
blown (flume 4~ Davison) 

Measurements Length about 230 111m , w.ng 96 to 102 mm ; 
tail about 100 mm , tarsus 17*5 to 18 5 mm , culmen about 
3 8 inra 

Distribution The extieme South of Tenassenm and S W 
Siam down the Malay Peninsula The tiue guttw ahs fiom 
13 01 11 eo is a daikei, browner bud below 

xfidification Nest and eggs sent me by Mr W A T Kellow, 
fi om near Tnipiug, Federated Malay States, weie all found m 
Maich, Apnl and May, some ot these token m the first month 
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were already hard-set The nests, w Inch w eie taken in dense forest 
m amongst the heanest undei growth, weie placed in low buslu s on 
the banks of, or close to, foiest sti earns They were bulk} cups 
of leases, loots, twigs, moss etc with a thick lining ot bamboos, 
inside which again tlieie was a true lining of loots both fine and 
coaise The eggs, two in number m each case except once when 
tlieie weie thiee, aie lei v beautiful The ground-coloui vanes 
from a pale wine-coloured pink to the deepest salmon and the 
w'hole surface is moie 01 less coieied with blotches, smudges and 
a few r spots and scrawls of deep blight led The suiface is 
intensely gloss}', the shell hnrd and fine and m shape the} aie 
lather long o\als, generally well pointed at the smallei end 
Nine egg s average 25 2 x IS 5 mm. 

Habits Similar to those of I he better-know n C t Jlttveolus 
from the Sub-Himalayas They are birds of dense e\eigiec» 
foiestsat low le\els, go about in small flocks in the non-breeding 
season and are \eiy noisy birds The}' keep much to the low'd 
trees and undergiowtn 


(380) Crimger tephrogenys flaveolns. 

The Ixdiax WniTE-imoAiED Buibui 

7i xchophoi us Jtaveolus Gould, P Z S , 1836, p 6 (India) (Cachar) 
O xnxger jlaieuliis 13 lan f & Oates, i, p 255 

Vernacular names Kitssap-cechtop-pho (Lepchn) , Dao-balxp- 
ffxn rmo-dtdz (Cachan) 

Description Differs from the last in having the upper plumage 
more green, the edges of the featheis being distinctly olii e-gieen, 
the lowei suiface is a bright yellow, the clun end uppei thiont 
alone being white , there is a white supercilium always present 
and sometimes quite conspicuous 

Colours of soft parts Xndes deep red; bill pale gieyish blue, 
gape and mouth still paler, legs gieyish-horny, pale bluish -horny 
or fleshy-grey 

Measurements Total length about 210 to 220 mm , wing 88 to 
96 mm , tail about 83 mm , tarsus about 18 to 20 mm , culinen 
17 to 18 mm 

Distribution The Sub-Himalayas from Gaihwal and Nepal, 
where it is apparently very laie, to the Hast oh Assam, North and 
South of the Biahmaputro, Manipur and Tippera 

Nidification This fine Sulbul breeds in some numbers in all 
the ranges of lulls south oh Assam from 1,000 feet, or even lowei, 
to above 5,000 feet At first 1 took most of x nj nests at highei 
ele\ations but latei, wben I knew' the bud s habits better, I found 
it extiemely common below 2,000 feet and many nests weie 
taken in the evei-wet, deep foiests of tho lower % alleys The}' 
weie almost always placed near running water and a faioumte 
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site was low down in some thick tangle of canes and buslies 
giowmg amongst palm-feins The nests aie very beauty made, 
hemispherical cups oh leaves, bamboo-spatbes etc , wound round 
with roots, grass and stems of weeds , the inner lining is geneially 
ot bamboo leaves but there is always also a tiue lining ot coaise, 
led roots ot ferns and bracken Boughly the nests average 
about 5" x 2 V externally and 3J 1 ' X 1|'' intern ally Oates men- 
tions finding these nests 10 feet up m small trees but nearly all 
mine were less than 4 feet from it The birds lay m May and 
June and often duunjg the eaily lains of July and August, and in 
JSToi tb /-Assam and Sikkim, wliei e the lams do not break until June, 
few nests will be found befoie that month The lioimal clutch 
of eggs is two only, sometimes tlnee and veiy larely foui They 
aie extremely beautiful eggs , the ground-colour is a deep salmon, 
raiely with <i lilac tinge, and the markings consist of irregulai 
lines, specks and blotches of difEeient shades of blood-red and 
maioon with secondaiv markings, sometimes absent, of grey and 
neutral tint The markings aie genei all v rather pi of use every - 
w heie, but in some are confined to the larger end and the lines 
aie geneially on this pint of the egg The surface is hard, fine 
and intensely glosst and the shape is a long oval, distinctly 
pointed at the smaller end 

One hundred eggs average 26 9 X 18 6 nun and the extremes 
ai e 27 5 X 18 6 mm , 26 3 X 20 0 mm , 23 3 X 18 3 mm and 24 8 X 
18 0 mm 

Habits Though this Bulbul may be found up to 6,000 feet, it 
is typically a bud of the humid foiests of valleys between 1,000 
and 3,000 feet On rate occasions it may wander into bamboo- 
jungle but it is essentially a lesident of tree-forest with the most 
thickly giown underwood It is, unlike most Bulbuls, really 
greganous, wandering about the bushes, can e-b lakes and scrub in 
small pintles of half-a-dozen to a dozen, creeping and clambering 
about them very much in the same manner as do the ZLaugliing- 
Thrushes It is, however, a good flyer when forced to take wing, 
though it prefeis pedestnan w'oik when possible Xt feeds on 
both insects and seeds and fruit, and in ISTorth Caehar was very 
paitia.1 to the berries of a babool-like tree (. Phyllanthxis enilxca ), 
sw allowing them whole although they were as big as marbles 
They aie noisy' birds with a few sweet calls and many dis- 
coidant ones 

(3S1) Cnnig-er tephrogenys burmameus. 

The Buumese White-thboaifd Bulbul 

CV itiiffci bttimamcus Oates, Fauna B I, Buds, l, p 266 (1889) 
(Tounglioo) 

Vernacular names X?one recoided 

Description Similar to C t. fiaveolus but w ith the upper parts 
less olive-gieen and more greyish, especially on the head and 
ciest, the uppei breast is white as well as the chin and throat 
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Colours of soft parts as m tlie last 

Measurements A. rather larger bird than Jlaveohts , wing 95 
to 102 nun 

Distribution. Hills Bast of the Salwm fi om Yainetlnn to 
Moulineiu. 

Nullification Nest and eggs sent me ftoni neat jVXotihnein aie 
quite iiidistingiusliable fiom those of the last bud They «eie 
taken in Match and iNXay, the nests being placed in low bushes on 
tho out&kuts of lieai 3 foiest Nine egga average 25 1x18 4 mm 

Habits Accoiduig to Oates this is more ot a tiee bud than 
eithei ot the tno piewous races Davison also lemniKs that it 
ne\ei descends to the giound as the Xndian hud often does but 
otherwise lie descubes it os being the same energetic, noiS 3 r bud 
as that race is Their song, he wutes, is a feeble “twee, twee, 
twee ’ 


(382) Criniger tephrog-enys griseiceps. 

HuXIL’s W 1IITE-TH BOATED BULBUL 

Ci impei r/iiseiceps TIume, S F, i, p 478 (1873) (Uppei Pegu), 
JBlnnf Ac Oates, l, p 257 

Vernacular names None recorded 

Description This fomi is close to typical tepftt ogenys but bis 
tlie uppei parts oh\e-giey rntliei than rulescent blown anti the 
uppei bieast, as well as the tin oat and chin, is white , the lest ot 
the under paits are ochiaceous as in that bird 
Colours of soft parts as m the last 

Me asur ements A rather smaller bird than giiihu alts, with a 
wing between 90 and 98 mm , accoiduig to se\, and other 
measurements m proportion 

Distribution Central "West Burma, South to North Teuasseimi 
Nidxfication Not recoided 
Habits Those of the genus 

(383) Crimger tephrog-enys grandis. 

The Yduhan White-jth boated Bulbul 

Ci mipei palhdti aiandis Stuait BnKei. Bull B O C . \vmi, p 1 > 
(1917) (Yunnan) 

Vernacular names None lecoided 

Description Upper paits oh\ e-brow n, tlie head blow net , 
low ei paits pale olive- 3 ellow, the flanks olive-gieen and tin* 
uudei tail-covei ts buft , tlie yellow is deepei and mote oli\u than 
xnjyttlhda Nearest to the Hainan loim, C t pallida but much 
bigger, with a wing 114 to 119 mm as against 100 to 115 m that 
bird, accoi ding to Oustalet, oi 98 to 105, according to the JJutisli 
Museum series 
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G t hcnrici is intermediate in size but yellower on the under 
parts 

Colours of soft parts Ii is red , bill bluish grey, darker on tap 
and culmen t legs fleshy-grey, 

Iffieasurem ents The largest oE all the forms of White- throated 
.Bulbuls, with a wing 114 to 119 mm 

Distribution Tuunan and IN' E Shan States Siam bu ds seem 
letetable to G t 7iem ici, a, smaller form in the South from Ann am. 
Cochin China etc Oustalet’s larger buds fiom Yunnan should 
pi obably nil be gt andts 

PTidiflcation and Habits not lecorded 

Genus TRICHODESTES Salvadon, 1874 

The genus Trtcholestes is remarkable for the numeious long 
h.iiis which spring from the back , these hairs lie close to the 
teatheis nnd are not distinctly visible until thej* aie lifted up 
In 3 Tj xcholestcs the bill is veiy strong foi the size oE the bird 
The culinen is straight tor halt its length and the tip oE the upper 
mandible is strongly tipped and notched The frontal and nctal 
bustles are long The head is not crested The wmg is blunt, 
the tail slightly rounded and the feet are exceedingly small and 
\\ eat 



r384) Tricholestes crimg-er crmig’er. 

The Haxet-baoked Bulbul 

Hi achi/jiodtus ( p ) cttntgei JBlyth, J A S B, p 677 ( 1845) 

OTalacca) 

Ti icholcstes ci tmgei Blnnf & Oates, i , p 958 
Vernacular names. None recorded 

Description ^Forehead and ciown olive-biown , bind neck, 
back and rump dull olive-green , wing-coverts browner , quills 
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blown, the inner secondaries and the outer nebs of the ethers 
rufescent , tail inEescent, the outei webs tinged with gieemsh 
and the outei ieatheis tipped with whitish , lores and sides oE the 
head yellow', the lattei feathers tipped with dusky , chin and tin oat 
whitish , lower plumage yellow , the breast and sides oE the body 
tinged w itli ashy , undei tail- and win g-co verts 3 eliow 

Colours of soft parts “ Legs and feet pale bluish 01 pinkish 
biown 01 salmon-fleshy, claws pale plumbeous blue, lowei 
mandible and edge ot the upper pale plumbeous , ndge ot culmen 
and tip of upper mandible black , lest oE the upper mandible dark 
plumbeous, sometimes horny blown, ins pale umbei or snuffy- 
brown to daik brown ” ( Hume <J Davison) 

Measurements Total length about 180 mm , w ing 70 to 
77 mni , tail about 70 to 75 mm , tnisus 15 mm , cuhnen about 
15 111111 

Distribution The evtreme South oE Tenassenm and SE Siam 
to the South oE tlie Mnlay Peninsula The Samatian and B01 ueau 
foira lias been sepal ated as Tt ic7tolest.es c vtnefu. 

Eidification Two eggs o£ the form vtt idis m the collection of 
Mi J Davidson and taken by a correspondent of Hen M KLuschel 
111 W Java aie very like the eggs ot Idle xeterrea The ground- 
coloui is a pronounced pink, thickly mottled all over w ith a 
da 1 Lei brownish pink, the mottling only a little darker than the 
gi ound-coloui , so that at a short distance they look uniform In 
shape they are long ovals and they measuie about 23 2 x 16 0 mm 

Habits Dai isoii records that “ This little Bulbul goes about in 
small parties oE five or six, keeping to the blush wood and follow- 
ing each othei about from bush to bush, uttering all the while 
a soft tw’ittenng note In its habits it approaches much nearer 
the Timnlune birds than the Bulbuls, like them hunting system- 
atically the foliage and branches of the brushw'ood and smallei 
trees One specimen I shot was quite alone and was perched 

on a dead twig, where it kept expanding and (dosing its tail 
spasmodically and bobbing about exactly like a Plycatchei Then 
food consists almost exclusively of insects, though they do 
occasionally eat a few small berries They aie very tame birds 
and their plumage appaiently neiei m good condition, so that it 
u» impossible ever to make up a really good specimen ” 


Genus AIiOPHOIXTTS Oates, 1889 

This genus was created by Oates for a species previously placed 
111 the genus Qnnv/si It diifeis from that genus m haung no 
ciest and from 1'i zcholestes in not having such long back-hairs 
Bill, wungs and tail aie very similar to those of Grvnxgei 
Theie is but one species at present referred to this genus 
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(385) Alophoixus phseocephalns. 

Thjb Chebtj-ebb W hite-thboatbd BtriiUxrx, 

Txos jihfcocejihalus Hartl , Rev Zool., p 401 (1844) (Malacca) 
udlophotius jtJuBocephalus Blanf & Oates, l, p 259 

Vernacular names None recorded 

Description Gioun ot lieod and nape blackish, each feather 
edged with bluish-giey, loies whitish, back, lump and upper 
wmg-co verts olive-green, the lateial leathers of the rump washed 
with yellow at the tips , upper tail-eoveits and toil rutous-luown , 
wings daik brown, the feathers rufescent on the outei webs , sides 
of the head and neck and a nairow half -collar on the hind-neck 
ashy- grey, darker postenoily, dim and tin oat white, remaining 
lower plumage bright yellow washed with olive on the sides ot 
the body , under wing-coverts yellow v 

Colours of soft parts “ The legs, feet and claws vary from 
fleshy white (sometimes with a pinky tinge) to fleshy yellow , the 
upper mandible from dark plumbeous to dark liorn 3 r brow n , lower 
mandible and edges of uppei mandible pale plumbeous , lndes 
snuff-brown, burnt sienna-brown or reddish blown** (Ilnmc <J- 
Davison). 

Measurements ILengtb about 200 to 210 mm , wing 86 to 
95 mm , the female averaging some 5 mm less than the male , 
tail about 70 to 90 mm , tarsus about 20 mm , culmen 14 to 
17 mm 

Distribution The extreme South of Tenassenm to Sumatra, 
,Ja\ a and Borneo 

Nidificatiou Nothing recorded. 

Habits Davison found this bird either singly oi in pairs m 
thick foietrt or thin tree-jungle and, though common, never m 
gaidens oi clearing** Xn its general habits it closely resembles 
buds of the genus Ch mi get It is ne\ er found on the ground 

Genus MICROSCELIS Gray, 1840. 

The name Uyjpsxpetes by which this genus of Bulbuls has 
lutheito been known is unfoitunately pieoccupied by Yyjpstpetea 
(Stephens, Syst Brit Ins , u, p 188, 3829) and the next name 
applicable is JMtct oscelts of Gray (List Gen Buds, 1840, p 28), 
cieated foi Al amaw olts, a Japanese Black Bulbul winch cannot, 

I flunk, be sepaiated generically from our Indian and Burmese 
forms Hen inr/tania ot j&athew'S and Jiedale seems to me to be 
unnecessai y 

The genus contains a group of Bulbuls characterized by grey 
and blackish plumage, red bills and long, forked tails The bill is 
slendei and about as long as the bend, which is furnished with a 
long crest of pointed featheiB The nctal bristles aie ieiy slioit, 
not exceeding a tliii d of the length of the culmen The wing is 
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S ointed, the secondaries falling short of the tip by a considerable 
istance The tail is distinctly larked and the outer feathers 
curved outwards The tarsus is smooth and very short (see fig. 70, 
p. 360), being between a sixth and a seventh of the length of the 
wing. There is only one species found within our limits but that 
is represented by numeious geographical races The genus 
extends from India to Japan 


Microscelis psaroides. 


Key to Subspecies 

A Crown of head black, contrasting' with paler 
grey of back and clearly defined from it 
a A black streak behind and under the ear- 
coverts 

a’ Paler grey both above and below 
b' Darker bluish grey above and below 
5 No black streak behind or under the ear- 
coverts 

B Crown of head black, gradually merging 
into the blackish grey oi hack and upper 
parts 


Up 369 

MT pstn aides pstn aides, 
M p mgrescens, p 371 

M p ganeesa , p 372 


JS£ p concoloi , p 372 



(386) Microscelis psaroides psaroides. 

The Hihaeatah Black Bulhitd. 

* 

ttypsipctes psaroides Vigois, P Z S,1881,p 43 (Himalayas, Simla) , 
Blunf & Oates, l, p 260. 

'Vernacular names J5an Bain a (at M/ussoorie) ; Fhakz-joho 
(Xiepcha) , DurJcal (Chamba) 

Description Crown from forehead to nape, lores, a" spot at 
the base of tlie lower mandible, another at the angle of the 
and a broad stnpe round the ear-coverts black , a spot above the 
lores grey , upper plumage and wing-coverts dark grey ; rem ain der 
von z. ' 2 m 
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o£ wings and tail black; ear-coverts, chin, tin oat, breast and 
flanks grey , abdomen and tent paler, the feathers being grey with, 
white edges , nndei tail-coverts grey with broad white margins. 



fig 74 — IEead of HI jb psai oidcs 


Colours of soft parts. Iris dark or hazel-biown , bill and legs 
bright coral-red, the claws horny-brown 

Measurements length about 250 mm , wing 120 to 130 mm.; 
the females, as usual, being decidedly the smaller ; tail about 112 tb 
120 mm. ; tarsus about 18 5 to 19*5 mm , culmen about 21 mm. 

Distribution Western Himalayas to Bhutan. How far this 
bird extends East m Assam is not yet known. A specimen 
obtained by Hr Balkmer in the Abor Hills is nearer the next 
form , one ot the big tributaries of the Brahmaputra such as the 
Subansin or the Bihang will probably be the dividing line 
between the two. 

Nidiflcation. The Himalayan Black Bulbul breeds in con- 
siderable numbers at ull heights betw een 2,000 and 7,000 feet, 
occasionally even higher than this. The principal bleeding 
months are May and J une but eggs are laid both eailier and later 
by at least a month. The nest is generally a rather shallow cup, 
made of almost any vegetable material but for the main part of 
fine elastic twigs, lichen, roots and a few leaves well plastered 
with cobwebs where it is attached to the horizontal fork m which 
it is cradled Often it is placed at very great heights from the 
ground, 50 or 60 feet up on the outer branches of some great 
forest tree, at other times it is placed in a small sapling and 
yet again, though but very rarely, m a tall bush. It is Usually a 
very difficult nest to find and an even harder one to obtain when 
found The site selected is most often m thm forest on the out- 
skirts of heavier forest but it does now and then build well inside 
the interior of very dense foiest. 

The eggs number two or three or, according to Hodgson, four 
and are very like the eggs of the common forms of il folpastes 
though so much bigger The ground varies from pure white to 
pale pink or even a fairly warm salmon-pink and are covered, 
generally densely, sometimes only sparingly, with specks, spots 
and a m all blotches of various shades of red, reddish brown or 
umber-brown with others underlying these of neutral tint and 
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grey The texture is neither very fine nor very close , the gloss 
is but slight or even altogether absent and the normal shape is a 
rather long t \i ell-pointed oval. Fiffy eggs average 262x191 mm 
and the extremes are 28 2 X 20 0, 23 8 X 18 7 and 25 2 x 

18 3 mm The longest egg is also the broadest 

Habits The Himalayan Black Bulbul is the exact opposite of 
the "White- thioated Bulbul in most of itB ways It is equally 
noisy and equally discordant in its notes but it is essentially a 
bird of high tree-tops, a percher and not a climber, a free and 
fairly easy llyer and higel} vegetarian in its diet The nectar of 
flowers, which Oates says it takes, is probably swallowed together 
with the numerous small insects which frequent these same 
flowers and upon which the Bulbuls feed It goes about legularly 
m flocks all through the winter, sometimes two flocks combining 
where food is plentiful, and they have a curious follow-my-leader 
style when flying fiom one tiee to anothei It is a very bold bird 
and has no objection to being watched but it is naturally restless 
and unless on some tree, such as a Bombax in. flower, which offers 
pat ticulaily fascinating food, soon flits away out of sight 

It is nevei found except in really well-forested hills and 
mountains which it ascends to about 9,000 feet elevation. 

387) Microscelis psaroid.es nigrescens. 

The Assam Black Bulbcl. 

Hvpnpetes psaroid.cs mgrescens Stuart Baker, Bull. B O C., xxxvui, 
p 15 (1917) (Upper Chindwm) 

Vernacular names Dao-bulijp gashvm (Cachari). 

Description.. Differs from AT. jp psarotdes m being very much 
darker both above and below , at the same time it is a paler bird 
than JLf p eoneolor and has the black crown and the head dis- 
tinctly defined fiom the paler, blackish grey of the hack. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements much as in the last, 
though they average a little bigger 

Distribution South Assam, Manipur, Arrakan and the 
[Northern Chin Hills apparently as Far Bast as the Chin d win, but 
not to the Irrawaddy. It is also found m North-East Assam and 
the Aboi Hills 

NidifLcation Similar to that of tfie last bird but moss seems to 
be tar more used in the constiuction of the nest and in some cases 
this material forms practically the whole of the nest. lake 
the last bird this also is one of the very few that employ pine- 
needles as a lining to their nests The eggs cannot be distin- 
guished from those of the Himalayan race 100 average 27 1 X 

19 7 mm , with extremes of 29 0 X 19 2, 27 0 x 20 5, 24 7 x 19*3 
and 25 8 X 18 0 mm. 

Habits Those of the genus. It is found up to d,000 or 7,000 
feet and descends almost to the plains It was common m Mar- 
ghenta at about 700 feet and in the winter in NT. Dakbimpm 
extends well into the plains. 


2b2 
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(388) Microscelis psaroides con color. 

The Bubme8b Buck BuHBOii. 

JBjfpsipetes cortcolm BIjtli, J A S B , ztui, p 816 (1849) (Tenas- 
senm) , Slaxtf & Oates, i, p 261 

Vernacular names None recorded. 

Description Differs from Jlf. p josarotdes in having the grey 
very dark, darker even than in wtgt eseens and m having the black 
of the head merge into the slightly paler back without any defi- 
nition between the two. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the Himalayan 
form. 

Distribution. Eastern Burma, Shan States, Yunnan, Siam and 
South Burma to MLuleyit Mountain. Anderson’s yunnanensis 
cannot be separated from this Lrm. 

27 ldific at ion Similar to that of the other birds of this genus. 
Twelve eggs average 27 2 x 19 4 mm , these few varying very 
little either zn size or shape 

Habits. This is a forest bird, according to Davison keeping 
more to the outskirts of jungle, clearings and more open forest 
than the other races do It is found from the level of the plains 
m winter to at least 7,000 feet in the Xachrn Hills in summer. 

(389) Microscelis psaroides ganeesa. 

Tub Southebh Ihslut Blaob; Bulbul 

JBCypsxpeies yaneesa Sykes, 1?. Z S , 1832, p 86 (Deccan) , Blanf 
& Oates, i, p 262 

Vernacular names JCele Kondvya (Ceylon) 

Description. Differs from all the other laces m having no black 
line round the ear-coverts ; the grey is darker than m the 
Himalayan loim but the head is sharply defined from the back 
Theie is little or no white on the abdomen 

Colours of soft parts “Ins hazel dyed with lak^-red, bill 
orange-vermilion , feet oiange-yellow” (JFaxrbanlc). 

Measurements This is the smallest of all the races except for 
som^ specimens from the exti erne South of Burma Wing 112 to 
320 mm , tail about 100 to 105 mm. 

Distribution. India South from Matheran and Ceylon. 
McMaster obtained it at Chikaldar on the Garwilgmgh Hills m 
Berar. , 

37 ldification Tbe Southern Black Bulbul seems normally to 
frequent higher elevations for breeding purposes than do the other 
races and will not often be found breeding below 4,000 feet. It 
builds a nest similar to those of its relations elsewhere bnt makes 
a greater use of dead leaves in its construction. It is often placed 
at very great heights'ond seldom on saplings or bushes The eggs 
are almost invariably two only and differ from those of the 
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Himalayan form in. being more weakly marked, less handsome 
eggs and also in being generally a shoiter, blunter oval Thirty 
eggs average 26 6 x 19 5 mm and i ary in length between 28 3 X 
19 3 mm and 25 0 X 19 2 mm and m breadth between 27 0 x 20 6 
and 26 3 X 19 0 mm They breed from .February to J uly. 

Habits Those of the genus They are never found in. the 
plains and seldom below 2,000 feet, even m winter. Mr Rhodes 
Morgan records having seen these Bulbuls “ migrating in vast 
flights, n umbei mg se\eiol thousands, in the Bolum putty Valley 
m July They were flying westwards towards Malabar.” 

They frequent both the outskuts of forests and heavily-wooded 
districts and also small spinneys and sholtxs standing in the 
hollows of grass-co\ ered h ills 

Genus CERASOFHILA Bingham, 1900. 

This genus was created by Bingham for the reception of a very 
remarkable Bulbul, probably nearest to the genus JUicroscelzs 
(. ETyjpszpctcs auct ) Bike that genus the tarsi are short and non- 
scu tel late aud the tail is rather long and forked The culmen 
is more curved than in JUteroseelts but it differs principally from 
that genus m hav mg a bare unfeathered patch of skin round the 
eye The under tail-coverts are brightly colouied as in AIoTpaxtex 
and Otocompsu 


(390) Cerasophila thompsoni. 

BnrsHiu’B White-headed Bulbul 

Cetasophila thompsoni Bingham, A M N H., (7) v, p 368 (1900) 
(Loi-San-Pa, 6,600 feet, S Shan States) 

Vernacular names. Hone recorded 

Description “The whole head and neck snow-white, the white 
ot these parts abruptly deflned from the back and breast, and 
extending farther down on the upper back than on the sides of 
the neck and breast, the back, rump, upper toil-coverts, wring- 
coverts, scapulars, the outer webs of the two inner tertianes, the 
breast, sides, and stomach a clear ash-grey, the primary wing- 
featheiB, the secondaries, the tertianes, with the exception noted 
above, and the tail hair-biown, vent and under tad-coverts light 
bnght chestnut , the under wing-coverts and axillaraes, the lower 
portion of the stomach, and some of the lower feathers on the 
thighs pale grey with a wash of light chestnut ” 

Colours of soft parts “ Bill, legs aud feet coral- red, claw s horny r 
a bare patch of skin round the eyes, conspicuously wider below 
the eyes than above it, greyish tinged with yellow, the eyelids 
with a 11 m of bnght vermilion-red Jns whitish-yellow to pale 
yellow ” 

The sexes are alike in plumage and differ only very slightly m size. 

Measurements “ <5 Length 7 8 .inches, wing 3 8, tail 3 8, 
taisuB 0*7, bill from gape 0 85 $ Length 7 S inches, wing 3 7, 
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tail 3 85, tarsus 0 7, bill from gape O 85. These measuiements 
were taken in the flesh ” (J?tng7tam.) 

Distribution. Southern Shan States, North-West Siam and 
East Cential Surma. Wickham reports it as not uncommon at 
Taung-gyi. 

Nidrflcation unknown. 

Habits According to Wiclcham this is a Bulbul of high 
elevations during the breeding season, when it is found fiom 
6,000 feet upwaids. In the noil-breeding season it comes doun 
to loner elevation's between 3,000 and 4,000 feet, going about in 
small flocks Their note is harsh but quite typical of the family. 


Genus HEMIXUS Hodgson, 1844 

The genus JEfemt^us, of which S flavala is the type, contiuus 
two Indian species and many subspecies It differs fioin 
Mia osctdxs m having the tail square oi slightlv rounded and its 
outer featheis straight The crest consists of a great number of 
short hut sharply-pointed featheis The nuchal hails aie short 
and indistinct, but the nctal bristles aie strong The wing is 
pointed, the secondaries falling well Bhort of the longest primal les. 

The bill is like that of Mxct oscelts but the tarsus is slightly shoi ter, 
though this is not noticeable in dry skins. 


JSTeg to Specie* and Subspecies 


V Tail dark brown 

a Head and bade practically con- 
colorous . . ... 

b. Head much darker and contrasting 
with the bach 

«' Back brown, though lighter than 
head 

b' Back giey 
B Tail gieen 
c Bade green 

c' Breast and sides of neck strongly 
rufous, throat nearly pure white 
Breast and sides of neck xneiely 
tinged i ufous , thioat grey 
«/ Bade brown 


JET JJavdlajlax ala t p 374 


JET /t damson *, p 376 
H Jl htldebranat , p. 376 


CP 37 7 

JET macclcUandx maccletlandi, 

JT in tickelit , p 37 8 
JBC m btnyhninx, p 379 


(391) Hemixus flavala flavala. 

The Hiualatan Bjiown-barbu Bulbul 

JBEennxus JZavala Ilodgs , J. A S B , xiv, p 572 (1845) (Nepal) , 
131 an f & Oates, i, p 263 

Vernacular names r Nallt-pwdi (Bepcha), JDao huUp-gadeba 
(Cachan) 

Description Upper plumage and smaller wing-coverts daik 
ashy, the feathers of the crown edged paler and the upper tail- 
coverts tinged with ohve-green , tail brown, tinged with olive- 
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green on the basal half o£ the outer webs , gi eater covert’s brown 
on the inner and olive-yellow on the outer webs , quills brow n, 
the earlier pumanes edged with grey below' the emargmations , 
all the other quills maigined with olive-yellow, very narrow on 
the outermost and mci easing until it coveis the w'hole of the 
outer webs of the mneimost secondaries , lores and cheeks 
blackish , ear-coverts bronze-grey , chin, throat, centie of the 
abdomen, vent and under tail-coverts white , breast, sides of 
neck and flanks giey 



Fig 75 — Head of Hemixusfl Jtavata 

Colours of soft parts Indes dull crimson 01 1 eddish biown , 
bill black , the legs varv much betw'een homy-brown and dark 
plumbeous, m a few specimens being almost black 

Measurements. Length about 210 mm , wing 94 to 99 mm , 
tail about 86 mm ; tarsus about 18 mm , culmen about 15 mm 
The female is, as usual a little smallei ; w mg about 90 to 96 mm 
In tbe young the crown is veiy daik, showing np as a distinct 
cap 

Distribution Himalayas from Mussoone to JS astern Assam, 
W Chin Hills, Kachm Hills to Yunnan South Assam, Manipui, 
Chittagong Hill tracts and Arrakan 

Hidification This Bulbul breeds at elevations between 3,000 
and 6,000 feet in scrub-jungle and the dense secondary growtn on 
deserted cultivation, oi occasionally m the undergrowth of forest* 
Xt is very partial to the banks of tiny streams such as are dry 
during the winter but foim rapid little water-courses during the 
rains The nest is a rather deep cup, composed outwardly of grass 
stems only Sometimes a few bamboo leaves, a twig or two and 
some roots may be added to the other matenals, but it is curious 
that whatever the aiticle chosen it is nearly always yellow, tan, 
or pale biown in colour Externally the nests roughly average 
about 3 5" x 2 5" and they are nenilv always placed close to 
the ground, somewhere between 2 and 5 feet from it, and well 
hidden in a thick bush or dense mass of brambles or cieepers. 
Nests may be found any time from early hlay to late July 

The eggs are either two or three m number, rarely four, and 
vary in giound-colour from pear ly-w bite to pale salmon They 
are profusely covered all over with specks and spots of light 
pinkish red to a reddish brown. In shape they are rather long. 
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often pointed, orals Fifty eggs average 23 6x17*3 mm., the 
extremes being 25 5 x 18 0 xnm , 22 1 X 17 6 mm. and 24*0 x 
16 3 mm The greatest length and breadth occuis m the same 
egg 

Habits The Brown-eared Bulbuls come well into the plains 
in winter but m summer keep above 2,000 feet and ascend 
to 6,000 or perhaps 7,000 feet They collect m very large flocks 
containing 20 to 30 individuals and haunt both the higher trees 
and low scrub and biushwood They are noisy birds and have 
many harsh notes but they also have a zather pretty, jeiky little 
song which thev sing at all seasons They keep much to the more 
open wooded parts until the breeding season commences, when 
they letire lo the deeper forests They have a curious habit of 
swinging themselves on the pliant ends of the small bamboo, 
Bambusa vulgaris, several buds often perching on the same 
hanging end and evidently enjoying themselves as they sway m 
the breeze 


(392) Hemixus flavala davisoni. 

Davison’s Bbown-sabbo Buxoiux. 

JTsmrcits damson* Hume, S. F, v, p 111 (1877) (Tenossenm) , 
JBlanf & Oates, l, p * 

Vernacular names JS T yen-bo7i-ka~lonc (Burmese) 

Description Diflcis from // Jl Jlavala m having the entire 
crown and nape a lich dark brown, the upper parts a paler 
brown and the rellow on the wings less m extent , the bieast is 
ashy rather than grey 

Colours of soft parts as in the last 

Measurements Tins race seems to average a trifle larger than 
the last, the wmg being between 97 and 102 mm 
Distribution Tenassernn, Meets n and Thoungyah 
Nidificatron and Habits Nothing recorded beyond Davison's 
statement that it is confined to the hill-forests of the southern 
half of Xenassenni 


(393) Hemixus flavala hildebrandi. 

Hr r. nuntANJj’s Baown-mubo Btrmiun 

-Henm iti htltZeht anrlt Hume, S F,n,p 508 (1874) (Salween Dist ) . 
Jllauf & Oates, i, p JG4 

Vernacular names Nyen-boh -ka-lone (Burmese ) 

Description Differs from Davison's Brown-eared Bulbul in 
having the head still dniker, almost a blockish brown and the 
uppei parts more grey and less bi on n 

Colours of soft parts siimlax to those of the other races. 
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Measurements This is the latgest race o£ the three, having a 
wing between 10O and 105 mm 

Distribution Salween and Karen Kills 

CTi dill cation and Habits Nothing recorded Three eggs sent 
me with the bud from Kaien Kills measure 22 1 X 17 0 mm. The 
nest is m appeal ance just like lb at of -ZZ~ JJ flavala and was said 
to lia\e been placed in a thick bush in scrub-jungle 

(394) Hemixns macclel] andi maccleUandi. 

The Eui ous-bellied Buebul 

Jh/paipetes macclel land t llonf, P Z S, 1839, p 59 (Assam) 
Hemxxua maccleUandi 131anf & Oates, i t p 265 

Vernacular names ChmclixoJ^-pho (Lepcha), Ohichxam (Fepcha) ; 
Dao-lntlxp-gadeba (Cachan) 

Description. Forehead, ciown and nape blight \andyke-brovm, 
the shafts pale reddish white, gi\mg a sneaky appearance; 
lemaindei ot upper plumage, wmg-coxerts and inner secondaries 
olive-green, hughtest and sometimes more yellow on the upper 
tail-co\ erts , tail bright olive-green, quills brown edged with 
olive-green ; loies and cheeks grey oi grey and white , ear-coverts, 
sides of neck, bieast and flanks chestnut , abdomen white, more 
or less suffused with rufous , under tail-coverts yellowish rufous 

Colours of soft parts Ins hn/el, ied-brown to red, bill, upper 
mandible dark blue-grey, culmen, tip and base oE low r ei mandible 
dusky, remainder fleslix -w lute , legs dull yellowish- to purplish- 
brow n 

Measurements Total length about 240 mm , wing 106 to 
110 mm ; tail about 110 mm , tarsus about 19 mm , culmen 
20 mrn 

Distribution. Himalayas from Mussoorie to E Assam both 
North and South of the Br&hinaputia Diver, Chin Hills, 
Manipur, Iiushni and Arrakan 

Nidification The Hufous- bellied Bulbul breeds between 3,000 
and 7,000 feet, from the end of May to the beginning of August 
The nest is a large, lather shallow cup of grass, bamboo leaves, 
shreds of baik and long roots which are wound round the 
blanches of the horizontal toiktioin which it is always suspended 
It is generally an untidy, loosely-built nest but xeiy stiong. 
The lining is of line grasses only, xciy lately a few roots being 
added The site selected is the outer branch ot a tree at some 
height between 20 and 40 feet fiom the ground, the chosen tree 
standing eithei on the outskirts of forest, in scattered tree and 
bamboo jungle or sometimes in dense foiest when this is broken 
by a stream or some natural clear space 

The eggs are generally two only m number and axe very like 
those of the genus Jllicroscehs but on the whole axe duller, less 
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richly coloured eggs nnd the texture is distinctly more fragile and 
coarser, the surface seldom having any gloss. Piffcy eggs average 
26 2x18 2 mm and the extremes are 28 1x19 O mm , 27 3x 
19 3 and 22 0X16 0 The last is both the shortest and most 
nanow. 

Habits This .Bulbul is not gregaiious though, wheie food is 
plentiful, two oi three pairs may he found m company Thev 
frequent lighter forest, bush and scrub in preference to heavy 
foiest, rarely enteimg these to any depth except in the breed- 
ing season They are quiet birds but have a few musical 
notes and a loud mellow call, a whistle with three ascending 
notes It is found up to about 7,000 feet and in winter descends 
to 2,000 feet It is a most amiable bird and will allow much 
axnallei buds to duve it away fioxn food without making any 
protest 


(395) Semixus macclellancLi tickelli. 

i 

Tiokbll’s Bulbul. 

JHypsipetes txcheUx Blyth, J A S B, xxiv, p 275 (1855) (Inteiior of 
Tena88enm) 

JEtemxvus tickelli Blanf & Oates, i, p 265 
Vernacular names None recorded 

Description Differs from the Bufous-bellied Bulbul m having 
the lower plumage grey tending to \ihite on the abdomen and 
the breast stieaked with whitish shaft-stripes , the ear-eoverts 
and the sides of the neck are pale lusty, which colour also tinges 
the breast , the sliaFt-stnpes of the ciest-featlieis are bioadei and 
whiter , the throat is giey instead of white 

Colours of soft parts “ Legs and feet fleshy-pink, light 
purplish brown, pale pinkish blown or pole reddish brown , bill 
black, hoary black or dark boaiy brown, ins wood-biown, deep 
red-brown, light led or crimson” ( [Hume and Davison) 

Measurements Total length about 230 to 240 mm , wing 
97 to 102 mm , tail about 106 mm., tarsus about 18 min , cnlmen 
about 23 nun 

Distribution JELorenm and the hills of Bast Central Burma 
to Mule y it m Tenassenm 

Kidification Unknown 

Habits This race seems to be found in much the same kind of 
forest as that frequented by the Inst bird but it is also found in 
pine-forests, in which iT. tn macclcllandx does not seem to enter. 
It occurs fiom 2,500 up to 4,000 feet 

There is a foim of Jfemiasus macclcltandx found in the BDoohra 
Hills {Haring ton) hut X bat e not seen any specimens Pre- 
sumably it ib typical maeclelland* with which Hanngton placed it 
but it may be this Karen Halls form, tuskelh, and specimens aie 
badly wanted to confirm or disprove this 
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(396) Hexnixns znacclellandi bmg-hami- 

Haktlkt’s Shak Bulbul 

Zole holti bvnghamx Hartert, Vog Pal , uc, p 658 (1902) (Loi-San-Pa, 
S Shan States) 

Vernacular names. None recorded 

Description This form differs from the Himalayan and 
Davison’s Brown-eared Bulbuls in having the npper plumage 
brown, not green. It is nearest to IT m holtx , from Southern 
China, in its abdomen being paler and whitish rather than rusty 
lufous and in its paler upper parts. 

Measurements “ Wing 108 min.; tail 115 mm ” (JETartei i) 

Distribution South Shan States. 

Kidification and Habit s Nothing recorded 

'Within a comparatively small area we have many forms of this 
Bulbul — H m holtx from S China, H m sxtnxlxs Rothschild 
from Tunnan, H m iiche.Hi from the Karen Rills, H m macclel- 
landt fioin the Chin and BZachin Rills Apparently these are all 
good forms From Annam, Messrs Robinson and Ivloss describe 
yet another form as JET ticJcelh gnseiventet (Ibis, 1919, p 508) 

Genus AIiCTJRTTS Rodgson, 1843 

The only species m this genus is a conspicuous and easily 
recognised bird with ample ciest and stnped plumage The crest 
springs from eveiy portion of the crown and is of considerable 
length when erected, the feathers being narrow but of the same 
width throughout and not sharply pointed The bill is small and 
only half the length of the head , the tarsus is scutellated but m 
young birds is almost smooth throughout The tail is slightly 
rounded and the w ing rather pointed 



Pig 76 — Head of Alcurus sit latus 

(397) Alcurus striatus. 

The Stbiated Green Bulbul 

Trxchophorus striatus Blyth, J A S B , xi, p 184 (1842) (Nepal) 
j±Icurus striatus Blanf & Oates, i, p 266 

Vernacular names. Senxm-jplch.-pho (Lepoha), OhxcJuam (Bhutea) 
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Description Whole upper plumage and closed wings and tail 
olive-green, brownish on the ciest, which in some specimens is 
almost a hair-biown , the feathers of the crown have white striae 
which are broadest and often yellowish on the foiehead, narrowest 
on the longer crest-feathers, where they become little more than 
shaft-stripes, nape, upper back and scapulars broadly stunted 
white, the stnations becoming nariower tow aids the tump and 
ceasing altogether on the upper tail-coverts ; lores and chin yellow 
or orango-y el low , throat paler and duller yellow, the feathers 
tipped with dusky-brown , ear-coverts dai Ic In own narrowly 
streaked with yellou'ish white, bieast, sides of neck and flanks 
dark grey-brown broadly stuated with yellow toward** the 
abdomen, which is wholly ol this colour , under tail-coverts 
y ellow , under surface ot the tail yellow ish green , llie greater wrag- 
coverts arebioadly margined with yellowish on the outer webs 
Colours of soft parts. Iris reddish brown to Indian-ied or 
bright bnck-red ; bill dark horny, almost black, legs dark clear 
plumbeous, according to Davison sometimes dark brown 

Measurements. Length about 220 mm , wing 102 to 112 mm , 
tail 96 to 108 mm ; tarsus about 20 mm ; euitnen about IS to 
16 mm. 

Distribution Himalayas, Nepal to Assam both North and 
South of the Brahmaputra, Chin Hills, Kinchin Hills to Yunnan, 
Manipur and hills of Central Bui ma to Tenasserim 

Rothschild has recently shown that Alrtntts stuatus itaulus * 
•described from Yunnan cannot stand as it is no smaller than 
those from Sikkim and elsewhere The birds from Tenassenm 
possibly average 1 or 2 mm less in wing measurement but the 
extremes are much the same, and as I can trace no difference m 
plumage there seems to be no sufficient ground tor separating 
rhem Buds of this species in abraded plumage differ from 
freshly plumaged birds far more than zs generally the case and 
this must always be borne m mind when comparing specimens 
from different areas 

N ldification JThe Stnat&d Gfreen Bulbul breeds between 4,090 
and 8,000 feet, perhaps higher still, over the greater part of its 
known range, building a cup-shaped nest of roots and fine elastic 
twigs with a lining ot fme grass steins. Xn some cases a few 
scraps ot moss, spiders* egg-bags and a cobweb or two may be 
added but m all roots and twigs form the main mntezials The 
site selected is a thick bush or clump ot the small bamboo which 
grows in amongst other trees and scrub and in all cases the nestB 
are veiy well hidden, generally 3 or/ 4 feet only from the ground 
The tew eggs which have been found are ot two ty r pes— the one 
like very exceptionally’ brown eggs of the Common Bengal 
Bulbul, the other with a white ground marked with numerous 
small freckles and blotches of pinkish red, more sparse towards 
the smaller end They measure about 22 4 x 16 3 mm It 

* Alcurus slnatus jtaultis Danas t Phillips, Bull Mus Comp Zool , lnu, 
|> 284 
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appears to be a late breeder, no eggs having been taken earlier 
tban June except one by Mandelli in May. 

Habits The Striated Green Bulbul is a bird of high delations 
only, not descending below 4,000 feet even in the cold weather. 
Jeidon says that it keeps much to the tops of high trees but m 
N. Cachar we found it frequenting smaller trees and scrub- 
jungle. Here it was restlessly moving about from one bush to 
another and when distuibed made its way into safety by short 
flights of a few yaids at a time, although they aie good flyers 
when really forced to take wing into the open, with a faster, 
more direct flight than most Bulbuls Their principal note is 
“ a loud, mellow whistle,** as referred to by Jerdon but they are 
really lather silent birds on the whole. They consort in small 
flocks in the non-breedmg season and eat fruits, seeds and insects. 

Genus ICOIiPASTES Hume, 1873 

The genus il lolpastes comprises some Bulbuls which are amongst 
the most familiar of Indian and Burmese garden birds They are 
very widely distributed and though there are but few species 
these are represented by very numerous geographical races 

In Aloljpastes the crest is thick and of considerable length, the 
featheis growing from eiery portion of the crown and nape. 
The nuchal hairs are extiemely short and difficult to detect The 
wing is blunt and the tail veiy slightly rounded All the birds of 
this genus are remarkable for the bright colour of the under tail- 
coverts and are further to be recogmred by the bioad white tips 
to the tail-feathers 



Fig 77 — Ilenil or ilf l Imran 

One of the species or laces hitherto recognized cannot be 
maintained Tins is jiTol/tastes mar/t aiJtt ("Whitehead, Bull 
BOO, xxi, p 48) which is only a lather common liybud between 
if h intei meclrus and J/ Zeucotts, partaking of the characteis of 
these two birds m varying degree, some individuals showing 
more of the forinei and some moie of the latter 

The question oir the status of the Chinese birds chri/son Tiotd.es 
is one of some doubt Robinson and Kloss consider that there 
aie two good species, e7iryson 7ioidet and hcrmoi i Jious, both con- 
taining one or more races To me it seems that we have but one 
species, extending from Ceylon to China, for there is no real 
break in the continuity of gradation from the dark western forma 
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with black ear-coverts to the pale eastern foiras with almost 
white ear-coverts At the same tune, all along the joining line of 
JlbZpastes 7i but mamcus , Jf h mgt tpzleus and J/ h bengalensts 
on the West with 3£ h. chi gsot rhoid.es on the East we have not 
only many intermediate birds, which might equally well be 
assigned to either form, but theie aie many birds, the majority in 
fact, which can quite definitely be credited to one or the other. 
Thus there are m the British Museum Collection specimens from 
the Shan States, Yunnan, Siam, Karenm, Tenassenm, etc., 
some oE which are labelled chrysoi t hotdes , some ntgrtptletts, some 
ati tcapillus and some Iclosst but of the bn ds so labelled there are 
many of which it is impossible to say to which race they belong 
Davison, Armstrong and others obtained birds at the same place 
about the same date which they had no difficulty in calling 
chrysoi i hotdes 01 mgrtpileut, yet others again aie referable to 
either Xt appears to me that all along the Siam— Burmese 
boundaries there is a narrow region in which there is no stable 
f oi m found and where, evidently, there are such conflicting 
conditions in the environment that Nature has not yet had time 
to evolve one definite form Xt is, of course, tiue that in all lines 
of demarcation between geographical races intermediate forms 
are the rule but in this intervening terntory intei mediate 
individuals ore less common than such as can be definitely assigned 
to one or the other of the laces m the adjoining area 

In view of the many individuals which are exactly half-way 
between chrysori hordes and their next-door neighbouis, X propose 
in this work to treat all the forms as geographical races of 
Ttcemoirrhous 

3folpastes chi ysarrhotdes Jelossz Bobinson, Bull B. O C., xh, 
p 12 (1 921} does not seem to be maintainable , the Museum 
series varies in wing measurements between 87 and 104 mm , 
whilst the very large senes of Chinese birds range from 90 to 
107 mm , one huge bird from Amoy having a wing of 111 mm. 
On the other hand, it is quite possible that the birds ot West 
Siam may be separable as somewhat smaller and daiker on an 
average The series in the British Museum from that country is 
insufficient to determine this point 

JTey to Species and Subspecies . 

A Under tail-coverts red 

a The black of crown sharply de- 
fined and not extending to the 
hind-neck 

a' Bar-coverts black and not dis- 
tinguishable from the crown 

«" Back dark brown, feathers [j> 383 

narrowly edged with white AT hesmoi t hous heemot t hous, 

b” Back paler Drown, feathers 

broadly edged with white . ilf. h palhdtts, p 385 
b' Ear-coverts brown, contrasting 
with black of t crown. 
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e ' Chin, throat and upper 
bienst deep black 
d”. Chin and upper throat only- 
black 

cf Enr-Loverta whitish like the 
lower pluxnag-e , point of clnn 
only black 

b 131ack of crown extending mto hind- 
neck and back and not sharply 
defined from brown of latter 
d’ Slack extending far on to back 
and breast 

e' Slack extending onl} on to hind- 
neck and shading into brown on 
breast 

A IJiidei tail-coverts jellow 

c Foiehend and long crest hair- 
brown, each feathei edited with 
gie-% isli white 

d Forehead and crown black, no 
crest 

c Forehead and crown with short 
full crest black 


JIT h. btti tnnmctUf p S85 
JUT. h» tiiffi ipzleus , p S86 

JIT h chi yson hoides, p 387 


Jlf h bcngalcnsis, p 387. 
ilf h tnlcrmedtux, p 389 

[p 389 

M leucor/eni/s leucogeny 
ilf / lent otts, p 390 
ilf £ Aiorii, p 391 


(398) IKEolpastes lisemorrlious hsemorrhons. 

The Ceylon Eld-i ented Bdijujl 

Muscu-apti hazrnoi i hints Gmel , S N , l, p 941 (1789) (Ceylon) 
JMolpcistcs htcmoit hous Slanf & Oates, i, p. 208 

Vernacular names Bulbul or Bulbulz (JHiml ) , JPiglx-joitta 
(Tel ) , JKbndu-ltitx (Tain ) 

Description The whole head, chin and tin oat deep black:, 
sharply defined at the back of the head , neck, back, wing-coverts, 
scapulars and breast brown, each feather narrow lv margined with 
whitish , rump plain brown , upper tail-coveits white, tail brown 
at base, darkening and becoming black towaidb the end, tipped 
white , wing-quills blown, iery narrowly margined with whitish ; 
sides of body and flanks brown fading to almost white on abdomen, 
undei tail-coverts crimson , shafts of tail-featheis whitish beneath. 

Colours of soft parts Ins hazel to daik brown; bill black; 
legs and feet dark biown to black 

Measurements Total length about 200 mm , wing 85 to 
95 mm ; taisus about 21 mm culmen about 15 unn 

Distribution Ceylon and South Indio, Trnvaneore and Mysore. 
North about up to 3 8° on the East and to about 20° on theAVest. 

NidifLcation This Eulbul breeds over the whole of its area in 
the plains and the foot-hills of the various ranges up to about 
2,000 feet, ascending much higher than this in any hills where big 
towns, cultivation and big open plains have usurped the place of 
jungles and forests In Ceylon they are commonly found up to 
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3,000 feet and on the Nilgni Hills up to about 8,000 feet above 
Ootacamuud They bleed m Ceylon principally in. March and 
April but eggs may be taken in almost any month , in India May 
and June are, peihaps, the favourite months but theie also the 
breeding season is very extended, many second broods are hatched 
and there is practically no season in which an odd nest or two may 
not be seen The nest is a cup made of dead leaves, grass, twigs, 
creeper stems and odd sciaps ot dtied moss, lichen etc , fairly 
compactly put together but rather nntidy The lining is of fine roots 
and green stems No nests are ever taken in forest or really 
heavy jungle and no nest is built very high up in big trees 
or, on the other hand, placed quite on the giound Within these 
limits, howe\er, they may be built in almost any situation A 
shrub or small tree within a few feet of a frequented path, a trellis 
over a veiaudah, a bush in scrub surrounding a village, a thick 
patch of high glass in an orchard — all in turn may serve the pur- 
pose and, failing these, any other kind of bush, tiee or stump will 
suffice The number of eggs laid is two or three but m the north 
a clutch ot four may occasionally he seen In gi ound-colour the 
eggs vary from pure white to a pale or deep salmon-pink, a few 
having rather n lilac tint Noimally the markings consist of 
numerous small blotches, spots and freckles of various shades of red, 
reddish brown or pinkish brown with others, less numerous, under- 
lying them of pale neutral tint and grey In a few eggs the marks 
may be meie tieckles oi stipplings, in others again somewhat 
bolder and more blotchy but the range of variation does not seem 
as groat as it is in M 7i bengalensts and M h. burmanxeutt In 
texture the eggs are smooth but not very fine grained, there is 
little or no gloss and they aie rather fragile tor their sire. 
100 eggs aveiage 211x15 5 mm and vaiy in length between 
24 3 X 16 5 and 19*0 X 15 1 mm. and in breadth between 20 2 x 
16 9 and 21 4 x 15 mm 

Habits. The various races of Red-vented Bulbuls are amongst 
the most common birds of India, sharing with the Myna, the Orow 
and the Kite an attachment to the vicinity of civilization and the 
haunts of man They are not gregarious in the true sense of the 
word but they aie so plentiful that in any spot which offers any 
inducements in the way of food large numbers may be seen feeding 
togethei They feed on almost anv kind of fiuit, seed oi insect 
and are often most destructive, picking off oianges when about 
the size of a pill, destroying peas in the hill gardens and also 
pulling to pieces youug shoots and buds They aie rathei quarrel- 
some and exti emely plucky and the natives in many parts of India 
keep them foi fighting purposes and the males will sometimes 
fight to the death unless patted Then voice cannot be called 
beautiful but many of the notes are pleasant and they are 
extremely cheerful birds, always m an optimistic frame of mind 
and an} garden is the richer for then lively, restless presence 
and constant gay notes Their flight is quick and strong 
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(399) Molpastes hsBmorrhous pallidus. 

The Centbal lxmiAsr Eed-tekted Bdlbue 

Molpastes heetnoi thoxts palhd.ua Stuart Bakei, Bull B O C, \xxui 
p 15 (.1917) (Deesa) 

Vernacular names Bulbul and Bulbulz (Hmd ) , T'ovikx-Bxilhiil 
(Western Bengal) 

Description This bird only differs from typical hcemorrhous m 
being palei both abo\e and below and having much broader white 
or greyish-white edges to the Feathers, these greatly increasing the 
geneial paleness of the whole plumage 

Colours of soft parts as m the last bird 

Measurements Much the same as m the Ceylon Bed-\ ented 
Bulbul wing about 87 to 97 nun 

Distribution Continental India roughly North of a line running 
fiom 18° on the Bast to about 20° on the West Tt is found a** 
t u Noirli as Behar and 'Western Bengal on the Bast and tbrougli 
Bundelkliand and the Bewail States to the southern portions ot 
Bnjnulam, Cutch and Kathiawar. 

Hidification in no way different to that of the last bird except 
that clutches of tour eggs aie not uncommon in the north-east ot 
the lange, whilst clutches of two are exceptional anywhere but in 
the south west Borty eggs average 22 3x161 min’, the exti e tines 
being practically the same as in the preceding subspecies 

Habits Those of the genus. 

(400) Molpastes hsemorrhous burmanicus. 

, The Buhmese Bed-vested Brnmut 

Afolpastcs but mamcus Sharpe, Cat B M, vi, p 125 (18811 (Peguj , 
Blanf & Oates, i, p 2bi) 

Vernacular names Bojpm-xiz-ta, JBopm-m (Burmese) , Boh-J^a- 
lone (Burmese for all Bulbuls) 

Description Differs from the last two in hawng the ear-coverts 
glossy hon -brown The black of the crown is sharply defined fioxn 
the hiown hack os in these birds but the black below extends to 
well on to the breast 

Colours of soft parts Those ot the genus , the legs are more 
completely black 

Measurements Wing about 91 to 106 mm Buds from the 
extreme south ax erage a little smaller than those fiom the north. 

Distribution Manipur, Chin Hills, Arrakan South to Ban goon 
and Bast to the Sittang Biver 

As Oates observes, lb is not easy to define the limits of this race 
but no specimens ever occur Borth oE the Brahmaputra Xu 
vox. x. 2 c 
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Mampui it iuay be said to be tbe constant form as it is in Lushai , 
m the Eastoi n Cac liar Hills buds are nearer tins foim than 
benffnlens s but m W estein Cacliar and the BZhasia Hills the Bengal 
bud is the normal one, though some tew appioach the Burmese 
binU This i«*, however, only what we expect to find in geograph- 
ical races and on the dividing lines between all the laces of this 
.Bulbul the buds inhabiting them will themselves be mote 01 less 
intei mediate 

If idifLc ation Similar to that of the birds alieady described hut 
■the nest is oiten placed m bushes on the outskuts ot ioiest and 
sometimes even inside light forest, bamboo- 01 «*crub-jungle It is 
not so peisistent an adherent to civilization and though it preteis 
the vicinity of towns and villages, will often be found m open 
coLiutiy some distance fiom them 100 eggs aveiage 22 0x16 2 
mm and tbe extremes are 238x167, 22 2 x 17 5 and 20 5 x 
15 5, 2L 2x15 O mm 

In tbe noithein poition of its habitat four is the noimal clutch 
tor this bird, further south thiee onlv, w hi 1st round about Rangoon 
it often lays but two The bleeding season lists fiom Api.il to 
July, earlier in the south, latei still in the noitli 


(401) Molpastes heemorrhous mgripileus. 

Tun TeWssehim Bed-vknteb Btobitu 

JPgcnmiatus mgripileus Blyth, J A S B , xvi, p 472 (1847) 
(Tennssenm ) 

HJolpastes imp zpileus Bianf & Oates, l, p 270 

Vernacular names J Bohr-lea-lone (Buimese) 

Colours of soft parts as usual Legs and feet black 
Measurements "Wing about 85 to 99 mm 

Distribution Burma Bast of the Sittang River, as far South as 
Tena8seiim and Noitli to Kaienm The range ot this bird and 
that of the next has been very much confused It appears that 
the wdiole ot the South Burmese lace Bast of the Sittang and 
Temnsulai Siam must be placed undei the name mgi ijnleus Oates 
in allowing two races to occur m the same niea has been misled 
by the fnct that here and tlieie among birds fiom North -Ea*»t 
Tenasseiun one meets with individuals which have rather light 
oar-coieits, thus showing some approach to the next lace 

Nidification Darling found <t nest of this bud containing three 
eggs on the 16rh Mai ch in Tenaseenm. This is lecorded as that 
of the Chinese Red-vented Bulbul Nest and eggs are m no way 
distinguishable fiom those of otheis ot the genus The few eggs 
I have seen aveiage about 241x17 0 min but a huger senes 
would assuredly decrease these figuies 

Habits Tins bird is said to be even more of a forest and jungle 
bud than the last, otherwise there is nothing to note about it 



MOLPA.STES. 


387 


(402) Molpastes haemorrhous chrysorrhoides, * 

The Ghieesb Bed - vented Bulbul 

SLcpmatoi m s chryrorrhoidis Lnfr , Rev Zool , p 367 (1845) (China) 
Molpastes aft icapillits 331 an f & Oates, i, p JTO 

Vernacular names. ICatoi -tor-mang (Kuchin) , K.o-Lai-Lwun 
(Chinese) 

Description This form is distinguished from all ot-heis b\ its 
almost white e.n-co\eits , the general plumage is paler and the 
black of the low ei parts confined to the chin The black of the 
crown is shai ply defined tiom the rnthei pale biown hind neck and 
back 

Colours of soft parts as usual 

UCeasui ements Wing about 85 to 111 mm Chinese birds vary 
between 90 and 111 mm and two very doubtful birds fiom 
Tenasseinn have wings of only 87 mm 

Distribution From the Jsbith of Ivarenni through the Knchm 
Hills, Shan States and Yunnan to South-West China Birds from 
North and Cenfial Siam are also of this iace Suds fiom South - 
"West Siam and Fast Tenassenm are doubtfully referable to this 
race 

Nidifi. cation The nest and eggs are described as similm to those 
of the Bengal bird and a series of the latter obtained by Staff- 
Surgeon Jones at Hongkong might stand almost equally well foi 
any of the othei laces They average 21 8 x 16 7 mm , the longest 
and shoitest aie 22 9 X 17 3 and 20 6 X 16 4 mm , the longest is 
also the bioadest, and the most narrow is 21 5 x 16 1 mm 

Staff -Surgeon Jones says that the eggs number from two to six 
in a clutch and that the nest is often placed in a fir-tiee at a con- 
sideiable height fiom the ground 

Habits The Chinese Bed-vented Bulbul is the same familai bud 
in. China and the Burmo-Chinese countiies that the Indian Bed- 
vented Bulbul is m India but ovei a great pait of its langeit is a 
bird of the senu-jungle and forest laud as well as of villages and 
towns Othei wise in all its habits it differs in no w ay from the 
other geogiaphical mces 


(403) Molpastes hsemorrhous bengalensis. 

The Bexgil Bed-vented Bulbul 

Molpastes bettgalensis Blj th, J A S B , mv, p 566 (18451 (Bengal) , 
331n.nl & Oates, l, p 2271 

Vernacular names Bulbul , BulbulU (Hind ) , Kola Bulbul 
(Beng ) , Bulbul-sot «t (Assam), Bao-bulltjt (Caclian) , Tnt uz 
bullxjp (jsnga) , Paklom (Bhut ) , Alanclejth-jpho (Ijepclia) 

* IMuscicapa. nirtcnpttla ofVieill , Nouv Diet d’Hist Nat , m, p 489(18183 
is pieocctipied by Xjinnc, 17G8, and cannot be used 
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Description 2>iffers fiom Id 7i Ticcmot i hoas in having the black 
of the head gradually shading into the blackish brown of the loner 
back and the loner bienst The eur-coverts are dark chocolate- 
bionn and the whole plumage is much darkei than in Id h 
7icemon7io\ts and a Jot tzon than that of Hi h jtalltcfaes 

Colours of soft parts Xlis haze! or dark brown , bill and legs 
black, the latter raiely with a biowmsh tinge 

UTeasnremeiits This is the Jaigest of the Indian races and huger 
than any of the other races except chtyso» rhotd.es Wmg 303 to 
111 inm 

Distribution The Himalayas and Sub-Himalnyan terai and ad- 
joining plains from £umaon to East Assam , Oudh, Northern 
Debar , East Bengal from about Chotn Nagpur , Khasia Hills and 
Efoga Hills East to X<akhimpur , N W Cachar In Manipur 
and m East Cachar the common type is burmamcits, though here, 
as one would expect, many birds are liolt-w ay between the two 
In Central Cachar the buds are quite intei mediate but Inn e and 
theie. eien as far West as the Kbasi.i Hills, buds of the Burmese 
type aie not uncommon 

Eidiflcation The Bengal Bed-vented Bulbul bleeds freely 
thiougbout its range fiom the level of the plains to at least 7,000 
teet In the plains it begins in March and continues until May, 
many buds having a second biood alter the rams break in June 
and .Tnlv In the lulls May seems to be the great breeding month 
but eggs have been taken m practically every month of the year 
The nest is the usual cup-shaped affair made by all Bulbuls but is 
possibly rather biggei and bulkier than those made by its more 
southern cousins It is placed m bushes or tiees in gardens, 
loadsides, orchards etc and also m the scrub lonnd villages In 
the Khnsia and Cachai Hills it also breeds in thin jungle and the 
ext i erne outskirts of forest 

The normal full clutch is three or four eggs and rarely even file 
may be laid Typically they are rather broad obtuse o\ als but they 
vary cons id ei ably in shape In colour again typical eggs are white 
to strong pink or lilac-pink pzotusely spotted, speckled and blotched 
with various shades of brown or i eddish brown with spoiser 
secondaiy markings of pale lavendei and neutral tint They, 
howevei, vary enormously and many eggs aie extiemely richly and 
handsomely maiked, whilst otlieis are not 200 eggs average 
229x169mm and the extremes are 250x170, 240x175 

and 20 9 X 17 5 , 21 8 x 15 3 mm 

Habits The Bengal Bed-\euted Bulbul is notgiegariousm the 
true sense of the word but it is so common that it wall be seen in 
numbers whereier the country zs at all suitable and there is no 
gulden of any size which does not have seveialzesident pairs as w ell 
as mnumeiable casual visitois They are eh arming and sprightly 
birds m then ways and actions and most of then notes are 
pleasant lake many other Bulbuls they aie \ei y pugnacious and 
during the bleeding season no other Bulbul is allowed within the 
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immediate vicinity o£ the nest, though there may be nests oE other 
genei a within a very tew ±eet ot it Th-y get extraordinarily 
tame and I have frequently had pairs of wild birds, with nests m 
mv garden, who would take white ants fioui within a few inches 
ot luj fingers nnd who ne\er thought of lea\mg their nests when 
X took tit-bits ot iood to them or their chicks 

(404) Molpastes haemorrhous intermedins. 

Tttk PoirjiB Hed-a ea ied Bunncm 

J*i/cnanotus tntennedius Jerdon, B of I , u, p 95 (1867) (Murree) 

Molpastes intermedins 331anf & Oates, i, p 272 

'Vernacular names Kola patnja (Chamba) 

Description Only differs from the last race m hating the black 
of the head not extending to the back or upper breast. The ear* 
coverts are cbocolate-btow n ns in the Bengal bird but the general 
appeal ance is decidedly paler 

measurements "Wing 92 to 105 mm Xt is a decidedly smaller 
bud thau hengalensis, very few birds having the wing as much as 
100 mm 

Distribution The lowei langes of the Himalayas from the 
extreme Xorfch-West to about Murree, the Simla Hills, Kashmir 
and the27oith of the Punjab Birds from Western Oudh andWest 
Bengal are intermediate between this and the last race 

CTidification Similar to that of the last race but it lays tlnee eggs 
moie often than tour and the eggs themsel\es do not seem to go 
through nearly as wide a \nriatnm The birds breed from May to 
Juljr at all heights up to about 5,000 feet or higher Forty eggs 
nv oiage 22 2 x 16 3 mm 

Habits similar to those oE J/ h bengctlensis 

(405) Molpastes lencog-enys leucogonys. 

Tee W hue-cheeked Bulbul 

Br achypus lexicogenys Grav, Hardw HI Ind Zool , n, p 35 (1830) 
(Basiling) 

Molpastes teucogenys Blonf & Oates, l, p 272 

'Vernacular names Manglio-Jciir or Manlcfajph-'hni (Xjepcha) ; 
Sm ndghai a (Beng ) , Pfmyji (Chamba) 

Description Bo rehead and ciest hair-brown, each feather 
nairowly edged with greyish white, loies black, with a white line 
above them , cheeks, lound the eye, chin and throat black , eai- 
coveits white, with a black patch behind them and another patch 
below them striped white and biown, upper plumage olive- brown, 
the binder part and sides of the neck barred, with blackish, and 
the centres of tne feathers brow n ; wings brow n, the feathers 
edged with olive-brown , tail brow n on the basal halt, black on the 
terminal half and all the feathers except the two middle ones tipped 
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with white , lower plumage pale earthy-brown, whitish on the ab- 
domen ; low ei tail-covei ts bright sulphur -yellow , edge of w mg white. 

Colours of soft parts Xns brown or hazel , hill black , legs and 
feet brown to blackish brown, occasionally w ith a plumbeous shade 
Measurements Length about 200 mm , wing 80 to 9«S mm , tail 
about 85 mm , taisus about 20 min , culinen about to 16 mm 
Distribution The Himalaya** ti om Afghanistan and the extreme 
3STorth- W est to Bhutan and the hills of Assam, North of the 
[Brahmaputra as fai Bast as the Dihang liner, whence lhave had 
specimens sent me for identification 

Hidification. The "White-cheeked Bulbul breeds fioin May to 
July at all heights fioin 22,500 to 7,000 feet, making a nest \erv 
si mil <u to that ot the Bed-i ented buds but generalli less solid and 
well-built and decidedlv sniallei It is made of the usual materials, 
glass, leaves, fine twigs and steins of plants mixed w itli odd sci.ips 
ot moss, lichen and loots and lined eithei with fine loots or grass 
It n» placed low* down in a bush oi small tiee, seldom more than 
5 oi b teet above the ground and sometimes within a foot of 
it The site selected may be either m a gaiden or a compound or 
m light jungle and low* scmb 

The eggs are similar to those of the list species but, perhaps, 
atetage longer in shape and dullei m tint and mai lcincs 100 
average 21 b x 16 1 mm and the extremes m length and breadth 
ai e 24 6 X lb 8, 24 0 x 18 0 and 19 0 X 15 2 mm The lull clutch 
is eithei three oi foui eggs, luoie olten the formei 

Habits Though found constantly whei e\ ei there are villages 
and culmation, this Bulbul is occasionally found haunting nullahs 
and launes which aie compai ati\ ely w ell-wooded This is 
especially the case round about Mussooue It is found at all 
heights from 2,500 up to 7,500 feet nud even lughei than this 
near Simla, where IVIi 1* Dodswoith took many nests 



Fig 78 — Head of ilf l leucotit. 


(406) Molpastes leucogenys leucotis. 

Tun Whitb-iaufu Bunsen. 

Tzos leucotis G-ould, F Z S, 183G, p 6 (India onentnli) (lestncted 
to Punjab) 

jktolpastes leucotis Blanf & Oates, i, p 273 
Vernacular names ITant/dhara (Beng ) , KusJiandt a oi JTwn- 
shanbta (Punjab) , Shoot oo (Sind) 
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This bird is a black-headed crestless foim ot the last bird , the 
general colour above is also decidedly palet 

Colours of soft parts Iris brow n , bill and legs black 
Measurements Just about the same size as the Wlute-cheeked 
Bulbul, the wmg running from 86 to 93 nun t the bill, however, is 
much smallei than in eithei the piecedmg oi the following bud, 
measuring only about 12 to 13 min In shape it is lather stout 
and blunt instead ot slender as m leucoyenys or very stout and 
heai y ns in 7tu»nt 

Distribution Smd, Cutch , Gru/eiafc, Bajputana , Punjab, 
tlie N TV Provinces South to Btavva and Central India ns lar 
Bust as Jhnnsi, Saugor and Hoshangabad 

Nidification This difEers m no wav fioin that of the "White- 
cheeked Bulbul but the eggs aver.ige about 21 0x15 9 mm 

Habits This bird is lueielv a plains lorin ot At l lenco'ienys, 
which is a hill Bulbul It is also moie exclusively a bird ot 
civilization, breeding louud about villages, gaidens and oicliards 
and frequenting light] v-vvooded and cultivated countiy rather 
than those parts where the woods ate at all extensive 

(407) Molpastes leucog-enys humu. 

HtJME’F W HITE-EASED BOLBUL 

Mo’jaaates Jiuinn Oates, Fauna B X , Birds, i, p 274 (J alalpur, Jhelum) 
Vernacular names Not distinguished from the last 
Description Differs fiom the Wh te-eaied Bulbul in hav'ing a 
short, full ciest and in having both foiehead and ciest practically 
black, with only very faint pale edgings There is no white 
evebrow, the upper plumage is a giey-brovvn, with no tiace of 
the olive tinge so often present in At l leucoyenys 

Colours of soft parts as in leucogenys but the bill is always 
deep black 

Measurements as m the other laces but the cnlmen measures 
about 15 mm and is blunt and very stout and heavy The wing 
vanes from 82 to 93 mm 

Distribution. Oates named this bird from a specimen in the 
British Museum senes which he said differed from all the lest, 
but a more careful examination shows that in this senes there are 
about twenty othei specimens in every lespect identical with the 
type These buds aie all from a small aiea m the country lonnd 
Jhelum, Attock, Banna and Hohat, on the evtieme I? W JFioutier. 
Hidifi. cation Similar to that oE the other subspecies 
Habits Phis appears to be a bird of the lower lulls of the 
N W Frontier intermediate between the range of At l leucoqenys 
on the higher lulls and At l leucotts in the better-wooded plains. 
It is a lesident bird, of couise, tiequentmg and breeding in 
the gardens and in the scanty vegetation and hedges round about 
cultivated areas 
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Genus XA NTH I XUS Oates, 1889 

This genus was created, by Oates foi the leception of XantJiza us 
i lavescens , a species differing fiom all its nearest allies in having 
the tail-ieatheis stiongly graduated The outermost tail-feather 
tails **horb of the longest by a distance equal m length to the 
tarsus, the crest leseiubles that of JTentxocus flavala and the \ 11 ng 
that of Moljpastes 

Theie is only one species, which X divided into two laces m 1917, 
one ot which was again lennmed by Kloss in 1919 on the grounds 
that X had renamed the original race fiotn Anakan instead of the 
new ince X have again compared the fine Belies in the Butish 
Museum and find lliat my original distribution is quite correct 
Kloss’s name sot dzdxis theiefoi e becomes a synonym of mv mmdus 
The t* pes ot flavescens from Airakan, which aie in the Indian 
Museum and were inspected bj Kloss, are probably discoloured 
by age, as fiesh specimens fiom Arrakan and the Chin Hills show 
beyond all doubt that thei belong to the same torm at. that irom 
Assam and not to the moie yellow foim from Eastern Burma 

Kloss’ s birds fiom Anuam may quite possibly be yet another 
foiin, though X cannot distinguish any differences, m which ense 
they would retain the name sot Aldus 

Xanthixus flavescens. 

JSIey to Subspecies 

A Below paler, grey of abdomen slightly suffused [rent, p 392 

with 3 ellow not extending to breast X flavescens flaies- 

B Below darker on breast and finnks and yellow 

extending to bi east oi even to thi oat . X fl tuidw, p 393 

(408) Xanthixus flavescens flavescens. 

Blith’b Bulbul 

JPycnonotus flavescens Blvtli, J A S B,xiv, p 568 (1846) (Arrakan) 
Xanthiscus flavescens ' Blant Sr Oates, z, p 275 

Vernacular names Dao bttlzjp-ffw rmo (Cacban) 

D ascription Eorehead and ciown daik brown, the feathers of 
the front half ot the crown edged “with grey, those of the hinder 
half with olive-green , uppei plumage olive-biown tinged with 
flave scent on the lump , wings oln e-bi owu , edges of qutll-featliers 
olive-gi een , tail oln e-brown, shafts rathei darker blown, the thre** 
outei pans ot tai!-i«»athers iaintlv tipped with 3 ei Jo wish white , 
loies black, a shoit supeiciliuin fiom base of upper mandible 
yellowusb white , cheeks and ear-co\eits, gieenisli grey , chm pule 
giey , thz oat, bieast and Hanks giey, slightly suffused with yellow 
on the lowei breast, abdomen dull 3 ellowish, lent and under 
tnil-co\eits bright yellow , edge of wmg and under wing-coieits 
fulvous yellow 

Colours of soft parts Ins dark brown , bill, legs and feet blaik 
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Measurements Total length about 205 mm , w mg 81 to 
87 nun , tail about 100 mm , t&isus about 20 mm , culinen 
abou^ 10 mm 

Distribution Assam, South ofc the Brali inaputi a as far East as 
the Naga Mills, Manipur, 2-iushai, Chiu Mills and Auakan 

Nidifi. cation In Assam and the Chin Mills Blyth’s Bulbul 
bieeds between 3,500 and 7,000 feet m ApnJ, May .ind June, 
but nests and birds sent me lrom the Arrakan Tomas weie taken 
at about 3,000 feet in February and March 

They aie toiest birds, their nests being generally placed m 
quite low bushes and carefully concealed and as the bird slips out 
vei 3 ' silently when disturbed, the nests me bard to find In 
shape they ate shallow cups very neatty made ot glass, fine twigs, 
weed stems, an odd leal, scraps ot moss or lichen and a few 
conise loots The lining is nearly always the flouenng end or a 
coarse glass, blight tan m colour The bush selected is always 
one in forest oi thick scrub, the rate exceptions being in mixed 
scrub- and bamboo-jungle 

They lay eithei two or three eggs, most often the former 
These are t 3 'pical Bulbul’s eggs but very finely freckled or stippled 
instead of blotched, and, whilst the mat kings aie generally 
'ery piofuse everywhere they ate often much paler and 
prakei than they aie m AToljjctste, s There are sometimes about 
the larger end a few short lines of darker reddish brown or 
purplish black In shape they aie long, rather blunt ovals 
with fragile, glossless shells 100 eggs average 23 8x 16 4 mm , 
the greatest and lenst lengths being 26 8 X 17 4 and 18 7 X 
15 2 nun and the broadest and most narrow 26 8 x 17 4 and 
21 8 x 15 O mm respectively 

Habits. Blyth’s Bulbul may raiely he found m valleys of the 
higher ranges as low down as 1,500 feet but normally they are 
birds of the higher hills between 3,500 and 7,500 feet In 
winter they frequent more open countiy, such as patches ot 
cultivation, light forest, bamboo- and scrub-jungle round cultiva- 
tion, open glades and light foiest near streams and tracks but in 
the breeding season they retire to the deeper forests. They may 
be found in Hocks of anything from half-a-dozen to over thirty and 
resent other birds feeding with or near them, often quarrelling 
even amongst themselves over food and other matteis of interest 
They are not noisv buds and seem to have no song, most of their 
conversational notes being much like those of the last genus 
They feed on both insects and fruit and frequent bushes, low 
tiees and high tiees alike m then quest tor them 


(409) Xanthixns flavescens vividus. 

The Mulexit Buxbue 

Xanthivu* Jlavescens mmdus (misprint vivtdti) Stuart Baker, Bull 
BOO, xzxTiu, p lO (1917) (Mulejit Mt ) 

Vernacular names Cheng-ma-Lator (Kachm) 
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Description Differs from the last bud in being darker, especi- 
ally in the giey of the breast and the vellov , which is confined to 
the lower breast \n Jlavescens., extends well on to the nppei breast 
and even to the tin oat In tint also, perhaps m conti ast with 
the darkei grey , it is briglitei and moie vivid 

Colours of soft parts The legs are more tinged with biown 
than in the last bird 

Measurements 'Wing measurements 80 to 89 nun (79 ICloss, 
Annarn) 

Distribution Kachm Hills, Slinn States, ICaienm and S 13 
Bmma into the Malay States 

Nidification differs in no way fiom that oi the last bud In 
the ICacbin Hills it breeds between. 4,000 and 6,000 feet in 
foiests. geneially on the outskuts Ten eggs measuie about 
23 1 x 16 0 mm Hopnood and Grant took its eggs in Mnich, 
_A.pi ll and May 

Habits Those of the last bird 

Genus OTOCOMPSA Cabanis, 1851. 

The Bulbuls of this genus aie very close indeed to Jtfolpasles 
but the leathers forming the ciest spring fiom the centre of the 
ciown, the featheis of the hind ciowni being sboit and of the usual 
chaiacter In our Indian forms the ciest is veiy long but m the 
Burmese iorms less conspicuously so and m O Jlaviventi ts johnstom 
from Bast Siam it is quite shoit 

Fiom the next genus, JPinai ocichla, it is easily distinguished by 
its soft plumage on the lowei back and lump 

Key to Species and Subspecies 

A Uppei plumage brown, no gieen or yellow 
m plumage 

a Upper plumage n rich iudd) -blown O emena emetia , p 394 

A Uppei plumage dull brown 

a' Tail-feathers with no white tips O e fascicaudata , p 196 

b ' Tail-feathers with white tips O e pegucntts, p 396 

23 Plumage neaily all green and yellow except 

head (p 397 

c Uargei, wing average about 85 mm O Jlaviventi is Jlaviventi is, 

d Smaller, wing avei age about 81 mm O Jl minor , p 398 

(410) Otocompsa emena emena. 

The Bengal Ji.xin-wuzsEi.iusn Burmin. 

Lemma emei to Lmn , S N , i, p 137 (1766) (Bengal) 

Otocompsa emei ta 131 an f & Oates, i, p 276 

Vernacular names JCamera Bulbul (Hind ), _S7«? n Bulbul and 
Stpah.% Bulbul (J3eng ) , Dao-huHip gajao-bt (C.iclmi i), Jtitut bul/ip- 
gahSrba (BZacha Naga) , Boh-ka-lone (Bmraese). J£o-7cai-l luun 
(Chinese). 
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Description Forehead, crown and loies black , binder parts of 
cheeks and eai-coierts white sui rounded with black, a tutfc 
ot cninson-scai let featbeis undei the e}e and extending oxer the 
lower ear-coverts, whole uppei plumage, wing's and tail rudd\- 
biown, the feathers of the wing lnaigined paler and the tail 
having all but the cential, or tw o cential, pairs tipped w itliiulious- 
white, puiest on the outermost feathers , lowei plumage white, 
pure on the chin and throat and suffused with f ul\ ous-brow 11 on 
the flanks and thighs , abroad bind across the biea&t dark brown, 
more or less bioken in the centre , under tail-co\ erts crimson 

Colours of soft parts Ins hazel-biown or cnmson-brown ; 
bill, legs and feet black 

Measurements Total length about 200 mm , wing 83 to 
95 mm , tail 80 to 85 mm , taisus about 20 mm , culm en about 
14 mm 

The nestling has no red eai -tufts and the under tail-co\eits 
are pink 

Distribution Himalayas Simla to Fast .Assam , isortli and 
South of the Brahmaputi n , Bengal, Oudh, Koith of Onssa , 2forth 
Ohm and Knclun Hills, IS ortli Yunnan The birds from China 
are very doubtfully separable but if separated would be known 
as O euxtna jocosa 

Hidification This Bulbul breeds fiom early jVIai ch to late 
Septembei but most birds build m April, May and June They 
are found during the breeding season tiom the le\el of the plains 
up to at least 7,000 feet, perhaps up to 3,000 They make a com- 
pact, cup-shaped nest ot tw igs, roots, bents, leai es and grasses, 
lined with fine toots or grasses Generallv it is placed on low 
shrubs but sometimes m small trees, cactus hedges or trellises of 
\eraudahs I once found a nest in a grass held q ui te on the 
ground amongst the roots of the grass They are buds of cnihza— 
tion, selecting gaidens and cultivation for their abodes and even 
when they breed aw ay from human haunts they select the thinnest 
scrub or fringes of heaviei forest Their eggs number three or four 
and are hke those of the genus jStloZjpastes but rather less variable 
200 eggs aveiage 222x162 mm, the extremes being 24 1 x 
16 0, 23 0 x 17 1, 19 0 x 16 0 and 211x13 0 mm 

Habits The Bed-whiskered Bulbul is just as familiar and 
fuendly a little bud as bis Bcd-i cnted cousin and is e\en more 
cbeev iul and Iisely in bis actions They are less quarrelsome 
thau the birds of the previous genus but are equally good fighteis 
when loused, the males fighting fiercely in the breeding season if 
their special ground is m\aded Their notes are much the same 
as those of MoTpastes but much more musical They fly well, 
though at no great rate Their diet is both insectivorous and 
vegetarian and they can do a good deal of mischief m fiuit and 
vegetable gardens, destroying oranges, plums etc when only just 
foimed and raspberries, strawberries etc when ripe 
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(411) Otocompsa emeria fuscicaudata. 

Tax: Southern Bed-whibeebeb Bulsul 

Otocompsa fuscicaudata Gould, F Z S , 1866, p 664 (Madras) , 
Slant & Oates, l, p 277 

Vernacular names JPhan-bulbul (Hind ) , TuraTca pxgh-pxtta 
(Tel ) , JHoilda-HClotr-JZwTarx (Tiavancoie) 

Description. Differs from the Bengal bud in being much duller 
brown above, in having the necklace complete on the hieast or 
only very slightly interrupted and m having no white tips to the 
tail-f eat hers 

Colours of soft parts Ti is brown , bill, legs and feet black 
Measurements A. rather sinallei bird than the northern, wing 
83 to 90 in in and other ineasuiements in proportion 

Distribution South India, meeting the last form in South 
Onssa and Western Bengal , the whole ot the Western Ghats to 
Rajputana and in Central India to the Central Provinces and 
Behai 

Nidiflcation. Similar to that of O e. emeria but it lays only 
two or 1 three eggs m a clutch and more often two than three. 
2Tifty eggs average 22 3 X 16 1mm and the extremes aie 24*6 x 
16 4, 22 6 x 18 0 and 19 9x15 0 mm They are like those of the 
last bird, but rary even less than they do The breeding season ib 
clued y m March and April but many nests may be found from 
Pebruaty to' August 'and odd ones m almost any month ot the 
3 ear They breed up to at least 7,000 feet and are more entirely 
restricted to gardens and cultivation than the Bengal bird ' They 
aie extremely confiding and frequently breed in creepers 'on 
vet andah s and house walls. > 

Habits The Southern Bed- whiskered Bulbul is m the South 
the same as its Bengal cousin is in the North Cheerful, energetic, 
confiding and ubiquitous, it is almost ns common as the Sparrow 
at home in England and infinitely more pleasing. * 


(412) Otocompsa emeria peguensis, subsp nor 

The Burmese Bed-whiskered Bulbul 

iii » • * ■ i 

Vernacular names. JSoJi-lea-Zone (Burmese) 

Description Similar to the Southern Bed-whiskered Bulbul 
but witlx ‘bioad fulvous-white tips to ’the tail-featheis as in emena 
In O e fuscicaudata the blown ot the back is perhaps not quite 
so dull as it is in tbis form, a faint tinge of ochre-ied 'showing 
in some lights. ’ 11 1 1 11 

Colours ot soft partB Ins hazel , legs, feet and bill black 
measurements This is the smallest of the three races v wing 
75 to 85 mm , in on4 base 8)3 mrn , tail 77 to 81 mm. 
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Distribution South Chm Hills and South lCaclnn Hills to 
Tenassei im, Airakan and the whole of the Oential Hills of 
Buuna Siam and Shan States Andamans and Xiiobais 

This form is anothei of the interesting cases m which birds 
from the tw*o exti entities of a range ate neaiei than thev are to 
those in the centie In India we have a hoiseshoe ot which 
Assam and the Chin Hills mar be said to form tlie centre, whilst 
Ceylon and the Malay Peninsula iorm the two eiti eimties 
Evolution has evidently gone on on snnilai lines with \eiy s.nular 
results in the two lattei places, though we need not inlet horn 
this that these extremities weie evei linked togethei 

Hidification Though theie is little on lecoid m regaid to 
this form, its nests and eggs, habits of breeding, etc seem to 
differ m no way from those ot the Indian buds In the South 
it lays two or three eggs, in theHortli three and more rai el \ tout 
A luige senes sent me by one ot my collectois Jiom Pegu 
aie exactly like a senes ft cm Madias, and mea^uie on an aieiage 
toi toity eggs 20 0 x 15 9 mm 

The bieedmg season seems to be February to Apnl but doubt- 
less extends ovei a much longei penod than this 
, Habits Takes the place in Burmese gardens, ullages and 
towns ot O e emenain. JS'oi them India etc and of the Madias 
bird m Southern India It is not found in forest oi any kind ot 
lieu\y jungle. 

(413) Otocompsa flaviventris flaviventris. 

Tild BxiACk-ceested 1’eliow Buxbdi. 

■ 

Vanga Jtaviventi is Tick , J A S B , ii, p 573 (1833) (Dholbhum) 

Otocoiiijpsajfluvi venti is Blanf & Oates, i, p. 278 
# 

v ernacular names JPaJiarxya Jcangdhai a (G-orakpur), JlTandtph— 
hur (Lepclia) ; JE Ingram Dao-bulip (Cacbari) 

Description*. Head, wutli .long ciest, chm and throat glossy 
black ; uppei plumage and wiug-tovei ts olive-yel ow, brighter on 
the rump and uppei tail-co verts , quill-teatheis of wing brown, 
piimanes and outei secondaries edged with olive-yellow and inner 
secondaries with nil, oi nearly all, the outer webs of this colom , 
tail brown, the feathers edged with oln e-yellow for nine-tenths 
of their length , whole plumage below and sideB of neck bngbt 
King’s yellow 

Colours of soft parts Indes blight pale yellow, bill dark 
homy, culinen and tip almost black and the gape dull yellowish 
legs brown oi giey-brown 

Measurements. Total length 180 to 190 mm , w mg 78 (5 ) 
to 90 (d) mm , tail about 81 mm , tarsus about 16 mm , 
culinen about 13 mm 

Distribution The Himalayas from the Sutlej "Valley to East 
Assam , the forests of the Central Provinces , Orissa, South of 
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Mahanadi, Eastern Bengal, hills and plains South of the Brahina- 
putia, Bui ma, Siam, Shan States, Yunnan Iu Bemnsular Siam 
and Burma it is leplaced by the next form 

Eidiflcation This Yellow Bulbul makes a nest much like that 
of the two geneia last descubed, but deeper and better built and 
nearly always made of tan-coloured materials amongst which 
dead leaves are always prominent The lining is of fine grass- 
stems, occasionally of line moss loots or similar material, whilst 
one nest was lined with lmthna (Bos frontalis) hair They bleed 
most uutiiei ously in May and June but eggs ai e laid almost any time 
between early march and late August or even early Septembei 
The full clutch numbers two to ionr and the eggs differ from 
those ot the other species of Otocompsa in being more profusely 
stippled and speckled all over with very fine inaiktngs varying in 
coloui from 1 eddish- or creamy-pink to deep purple-ied or ied- 
bronn 100 eggs aieiage 223x165 mm and vaiy in length 
between 24: 2 X 16 4 and 20 5 X 16 8 mm and in. bieadth between 
21 9 x 17 2 and 23 1 x 15 3 mm 

Habits In its actions, flight and food this bird is a true 
Otocompsa but it is often found in light scrub- and bamboo-jungle 
and sometimes on the outskuts ot deep forest In Assam it 
frequents the vicinity oE the hul villages, co\ er oE any kind in and 
mound patches oE cultivation and open places near loads and 
streams It collects in the cold w-eather in flocks ot half-a-dozen 
to a scoie oi more individuals and fiequents indifferently scrub, 
bushes, bamboos and high tiees They eat both insects and fruit 
and X have seen them on the giound eating wild strawberries and 
also feeding cfti termites as they came up Eiom the ground They 
.tie, foi Bulbuls, not noisy buds and then song, which may be 
wntteu “ wreefc-tre -trappy -wit,” with the last three syllables 
repeated twice oi moie, forms a lathei sweet though jeiky little 
song They are found commonly up to 3,500 feet and rately up 
to 5,000 

(414) Otocompsa flaviventris minor. 

JBjooss’s Black-hbaded Yellow Bclbva 

Otocompsa /Zavivenfi is minor Kloss, Ibis, 1918, p. 200 (Koh lok, 
SW Siam) 

Description “ Smallei than O jf Jlavxventi is (Tickell) of Chotn 
Kagpui , wing 83 mm oi less ” (Kloss) 

Distribution. Femnsolai Buima and Siam and throughout the 
Malay Peninsula 

Et is only altei some hesitation that X have accepted this form 
It ceitaiuly averages smallei, hut the smallest Malay bird and tf'd 
smallest bird fioin Assam both have a wing ot 77 mm On the 
ot her hand, KLloss s mmo ? seems also to be a trifle darker and to 
ha\e a decidedly shorter crest 

XSTidiflcation and Habits. Nothing lecorded. 
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Genus PINAEOCICHL &. Shaipe, 1881 

Tins genus contains a single species very closely allied to 
Otocompsa but different in having the featheis of the back and 
ramp with rigid and spinous shafts If the fingeis are passed 
along the back from the tail towards the head, the prickly character 
of the feathers can easily be felt 

The crest of jPinai ocichla is shoiter than it is in oui Indian 
species of Otocompsa but not shorter than in tin, Siamese 
Otocompsa Jlaviventi is joJmsoni and \ ery little shoitei than in 
O Jt minot 


(415) Pmai ocichla eutilota. 

Tub Crested Beows Bulbul 

jBPi achypus eutilotus Jard ft Selby, 111 Orn , n , pi n (1836) 
(Singapore) 

2?mat ocichla eupttlosa Blanf & Oates, i, p. 279 
Vernacular names None recorded 

Desci lption Ciown greyish brown, with blackish shaft-stripes, 
loreo, cheeks, ear- coverts and sides of neck paler, without stupes, 
back, rump and scapulars oclirnceous olive, the featheis of the 



Fig 79 — Head of 2* eutilota 

lump banded wnth black showing up m places as black patches , 
uppei tail-coveits and tail ferruginous, the outer three pans of 
tail-feathers tipped w ith white , wing-cov erts and inner secondaries 
brighter and more ochiaceous than the back , pmnaiies and outei 
secondanes dark brown, the outer webs ochiaceous ; the whole 
lower plumage whitish, suffused with grey on the breast and with 
yellow' elsewhere 

Colours of soft parts. Ins crimson iu the male, wood-hiown to 
litharge-red in the female , bill black , legs and feet dark grey- or 
plumbeous-brown to black (Fume Davison') 

measurements Total length about 225 to 230 mm ; wing 84 
to 99 mm , tail about 95 mm , tarsus about 18 to 19 mm ; 
Lulinen about 13 min 

Distribution Peninsular Bui ma and Siam to Sumatra, Java and 
Boi neo 

ZNTidification Unknown. 
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Habits According to Davison this is a bud of open or culti- 
vated countiy Its habits nre like those of the genus Otocompsa, 
its note is whistled “ kick pettigrew * and its food consists princi- 
pally of small beines but also to soino extent of insects. 

Genus SPIZIXTJS JBlyth, 1845 

The genus Sprztecus contains species and subspecies langing 
from Assam to China They differ fioin. all othei Bulbuls in their 
■veiy cunons I'lnch-liKe bill and m having the nostrils partially 
concealed by ovei hanging plumelets 

It is a typical Bulbul in habits, mdifi cation and voice and does 
not seem to have any connexion with the Sibimce as suggested by 
Oates 



fig 80 — Head of j 8 c camjroris 


In Spistarus tlie crest is thick and long but not much pointed 
The bill is very short and deep, the culmen being gently curved 
throughout ; the edges of the mandibles are slightly smuated and 
notched near the tips The tail is perfectly square and the tarsus 
short and weak. 

The crest as shown in the woodcut is too bushy and not 
sufficiently pointed 

(416) Spizixus canifrons canifrons. 

The 3TnsroH-mr.ijEi> Bounin. 

SznzuTos canifrons Blyth, J A S B, xiv, p 671 (1846) (Kliasia 
Bills) , Blanf & Oates, l, p 280 

» 

Vernacular names JTafor-«t< (Kachin) , Dciobuh p-bu7cu (Cachan) 

Description IForehead running up in a point into the crown, 
grey, lores, chin and cheeks mixed grey and black , crown and 
lound the eye black, ear-coverts grey, tinged with hair-biow i on 
the upper parts, nape and sides of neck grey, chin dailc biowmsh 
giev * whole upper plumage bright green tinged with oh\ e, lightest 
on the lump and upper tail-coverts, darkest oyi the scapulars and 
upper back, wing-coverts the same, tinged with brown on (he 
inner n ebs of the greater coverts . primaries and outer secondaries 
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brown on the inner webs green on the outei, the inner secondanes 
green on both w ebs but more or less tinged w ith brow n on the 
inner , tail yellowish gieen, with an inch-wide band of dark brown 
near the tips , lower plumage dull greenish yellow , brightening to 
yellow on the beily and under tail-coverts 

Colours cff soft parts Ins red-brown to puie \and\ke-brown , 
bill i ery pale straw -w hite or n or) -w hite , legs and feet dull deep 
flesh-colour to grey -brow n 

Measurements Total length about UlO mm ; wing 79 to 
89 mm , tail about 90 mm ; taisus about IS to 19 mm , culmen 
about 13 mm. 

Distribution Hills South of the Brahmaputra, Arraban, Chin 
and Ivaclnn Hills to Tunnan 

Bothschild (Nov Zoo! , vwn, p 50, 1921) points out quite 
conectly that Bangs and Phillips s JS. e mgr arm is merely the 
immature jSL c camfrons w inch has the throat eiey instead of 
brown and the under parts rather dull oh\ e-green instead ot 
greenish 3 ellow 

N ldification The Pinch-billed Bulbul breeds from the end of 
April to the end of July from about 3,500 teet np to the highest 
peaks in the Xoith Cacliar, KLhasia and Naga Hills and up to 
6,000 or eten 7,000 feet in the Elachm and lunnaa Hills. The 
nest can be told at a glance from any other Bulbul s nest, for it is 
made entirely of tendrils, some stout, some fine and rarely they may 
be mixed with a few tiny twigs or sciaps ot bracken, but these 
are so scanty that they are not noticeable The lining, as a rule, 
consists merely of tendrils finer than the rest but X have seen 
scraps of dued bracken also used for this purpose. The internal 
shallow cup measures something under 3 inches (75 mm ) m 
diameter by under 1 inch (25 mm.) deep but the outer measure- 
ments are difficult to ascertain as the ends of the tendrils stick 
out in all directions The nests are extremely well put together and 
stand lery rough handling The site selected is usually in a tall, 
scraggy bush or a. small sapling, some 5 to 10 feet from the 
ground, standing in. dense evergreen forests or in thick scrub- 
jungle 

The eggs number two or three only, four being quite excep- 
tional, and are like 'very large examples of those of Xm 1 t7iisrus 
Jlavescens The ground-colour is anything from the palest pink, 
to a rather deep bnck-red pink but they are so completely covered 
with innumerable freckles and tiny" blotches ot light red, deep red 
or dark brownish red, that little ot the ground-colour is \ isible. 
Many eggs, indeed, look almost umcoloured at a short distance 
In shape they are long, blunt ovals and the texture is fine, 
practically glossless and very fragile 100 eggs average 25 7 X 
17 6 mm , the greatest length and breadth 28 1 X 18 0 and 
26 0 x 19 3 mm and the least each w ay 24 O x 16 1 mm 

Habits The IFinch -billed Bulbul is a bird ot fairly high 
altitudes and is not found below 3,000 feet even in the cold 

von 1 2d 
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season, whilst in the breeding season it keeps to heights between 
4,000 and 7,000 feet. They collect in flocks of a dozen oi more 
individuals m wrntei, feeding both on tlie higher trees and in the 
bushes and undergrowth Their food consists of insects of all 
kinds, but largely small beetles, seeds and some soft fruits such as 
lhe vanous J?tci In the stomachs of some specimens killed m 
1ST. Cachar were numerous tiny fragments of quartz. In the 
breeding season they seem to desert the higher tiees and to keep 
to the lower 3 imgle Then notes me those of the family but full, 
soft and sweet and easily distinguishable from those of their 
neaiest relations They fly well but aie not veiy actue or quick 
on their feet 


Genus TRACHTCOMFS Cabanis, 1851 

This genus is lepiesented by a single species of large size, 
striated plumage and peculiar stiuctuie It has no ciest but the 
crown is cohered with dense, bristly, decomposed feathers of a 
yellow coloui The tarsus is lemaikably strong, with a few 
scutellations 111 fiont and sometimes quite smooth The hill is 
short, being about half the length of the head, the nctal bustles 
are strong and the nuchal bans short. The wing is comparatively 
s holt and rounded and the tail-feathers well graduated. 

The peculiai stiuctuie of the feathers of the ciown and its large 
size will sufhce to separate this Bulbul from all others 



(417) Tiachycomus ochrocephalus. 

Tun Xxxr.ow-citow3ra:n Bulbil 

Tt*tdus 00 octj?7inlus Gmel , S Is , 1 , p 821 (1788) (Ceylon and Java) 
Tt ac7tt/comus oc7a ocepTiaius 131anf &, Oates, 1 , p 281 

Vernacular names Hut ony-bat an-bat an (Malay) 

Description ITorehend, crown, n patch under the eye, branching 
out into two streaks, one extending paitxally ovei the eai -coverts 
and one under, straw-yellon , ear-coverts biown with white 
shafts, lores and cheeks black, divided by a yellowish streak ; 
upper plumage and lesser wing-coverts ashy-brown dashed with 
green, all the feathers, except those of the 1 ump, w ith conspicuous 
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white shafts, tli© upper tail- coverts aie margined with olive- 
green , greater cox ei ts, xx mgs and tail dark brown , the xving- 
quills edged with olive-green, the tail -feathers edged with greenish 
and tipped heloxx xx ith pale ochraceous , chin and throat xx hite , 
breast and sides of the neelc ashy-bi oxx n, xxith white shaft-streaks , 
sides of the body blown, xxith faintei shaft-streaks, abdomen and 
vent bi oxx msh xx lute , thighs and undei tail-cox eits ochiaceous , 
undei xx ing-cox r ei ts and aullai les ochiaceous bioxxn 

Colours of soft parts Legs and feet dark horny-bioxxn or 
black, hill black, ins pale 01 litharge-red (/Tunis 4 Davison) 

Measurements Total length 265 to 275mm , wing 115 to 
12.1 mm , tail about 95 to 1U0 min , taLsus about 25 to 28 mm , 
culmeu about 18 to 19 mm 

Distribution Penmsulm Burma and Siam tliiougliout the IVInlay 
Peninsula to Sumatia, Jaxa and Borneo This bird does not 
occur in Ceylon and its typical locality must theiefoie be lestncted 
to Jaxa (Stuait Bakei, Journal B K" H S , vcni, p 470, 1921) 
Nidificamon Mi J Barling took the nest of this Bulbul at 
Kobsum on the 2nd J ul v Xn appeal ance it xx as “ of the 
ordinary Bulbul txpe but much bigger ** It xxns made of fern, 
glass and moss roots and a long piece of a trailing orchid, about 
3 feet long, wound lound and louud Xt was placed m a high 
bush, 10 feet from the ground and in a xeiy exposed position 
The eggs, two m nuinbei, aie much like those of Ahaoscehs and 
measure about 26 0 x IS 5 mm 

Habits This Bulbul is a hud of the plains, being found in open 
country and not in forest or lieaxy jungle Davison lecords that 
it is found in small paities of foui or fixe to eight oi nine birds 
“It is xeiy garrulous and keeps up a continuous chatter but it 
also has a song ax Inch is particularly uch and poxxeiful” Xn 
JMergm he found the Yellow -ci owned Bulbul fiegueutmg gardens 
Xts food consists of Dairies and insects and it may often be seen 
hopping about on the ground m search of the lattei 

Genus JOBE Blx th, 1844 

The genus Idle is not marked by any xerx stiikmg characteristic 
bex r ond the sharp carination of the uppei mandible Xn manj*' 
xespects it is mtei mediate betxx een Ilemtxus and JPi/monotxrs but 
differs from both in the point aboxe noted 

Xn Idle the feathers of the cioxxn aie shghtlv lengthened but 
they do not form a crest The bill is about three-quarters the 
length of the head and xx hen x lexx ed laterally' is of much the same 
shape as that of Hemzxus (fig 75, p 375) The nuchal hairs 
aie short Xn Idle there ate geneiallj numerous hairs springing 
lioin the back but m Idle mcobat xensts these hails are xery incon- 
spicuous and ou this account Blyth pioposed the getienc name 
Zxocmcla tor this species, and it it is letamed the specific name 
would then be vu escens Blyih If, lio\xex r er, a careful examination 
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is made these hails will be found, though they are short and not 
numerous Although, tlierefoie, somewhat aberrant, I retain it 
m the genus Iole. Sharpe letomed the name Iiocmcla, for the 
otliei species of Iole and placed Ivocvncla vtreseens of Blyth in the 
genus Ilypsrpeles (Alin oscel «s) but m making both these changes 
he was, ot couise, quite mcouect 

Key to Species. 

A. Lower plumage streaked Iole malaccensis, p 404 

B Lower plumige not stieaLed 

a Ciown and upper plumage umfoim in 
colour 

«' Eutne lowei plumage blight yellow Iole ictei tea, p 405 

b’ Lowei plumage dull yellow Iole oltvacea , p 406 

b Crown distinctly darkei and hi owner 

than the back . Iole ntcobai irans, p 408 

(418) Iole malaccensis malaccensis. 

Tub Stjieaked Bxtx.bitx. 

JBCypsipetes malaccensis Blyth, J A. S 33 , xvi, p 574 (1845) 
(Malacca) 

Iole malaccensis Blanf & Oates, l, p 288 
■Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. TJpper plumage, with lesser w mg-covei ts, brownish 
gieen , greatei coieris, wings and tail dark brown, the feathers 
edged with the colour of the back; ear-coi erts brownish green 
with pale shafts, lores asliv-grey ; cheeks, chin, throat, breast 
and sides of the body ashy with bioad greyish-white shaft-streaks, 
fainter on the last-named, abdomen, vent and undei tail-cmerts 
white, under wing-coi eits and axillanes pale yellow 

Colours of soft parts Legs and feet pinkish brown to reddish 
hrow'n, bill horn\ -brown oi > erj dark horn y-bi own , ms mahogany- 
brown to litlfarge-red ( Hume 6r -Davison") 

Measurements Length about 230 mm , wing 109 to 115 min , 
tail about 90 to 95 mm , taisus about 18 mm , culmen about 
18 to 20 mm. 

Distribution Peninsular Bui ma and Siam and Mala} Peninsula. 
Buds from Cochin China seem identical, whilst those from the 
Southern Islands are perhaps separable 

BidifLcation Eggs and nest obtained by Mi W A T Jvellow 
on the 17th June w»ere like those ot the next bud The nest is a 
small ciadle of twigs, leaves and glasses bound by cobwebs to, 
and interlaced ai ound the twigs of a small foi ked blanch of a bush 
The tw o eggs are white with innumerable fieckles of light yellowish- 
and mnkish-red and measure 23 1 x lt5 9 and 22 1 x 16 5 mm 

Habits Beyond Davison’s lemaiks to the effect that this 
Bulbul’s habits are similar to those of Sem.ia.ii8 m txekell* , nothing 
has been recorded 
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(419) Jole icterica. 

Tnii XELLOW-nEOTOD Bclbfl. 

0 i nufei ictei iciis Stnckl , A AT X H , xm, p 411 (1S44) (XTalia— 
bnleshwnr) 

1 ole icttuca Blnnf & Oates, l, p 283 

Vernaculai names ITxiUlx Bulbul (Mjsoie) 

Description "Whole upper plumage bright olive-> el low , w mgs 
daik brown, the outer webs of the featbeis ouve-j ellow and the 
innei edged with the same , tail-feathei s oln e-j elloir, with blighter 
edges and the innei edges and shafts yellow' below a streak from 
the nostnl to the eye and a circle lound it, sides of the head and 
w hole low ei plumage and undei w ing-coi eits bright yellow , w ashed 
with oh\e-gieen on the flanks 

Colours of soft parts Ins w ood-brown , legs and feet pale 
blue, claws bluisli-hoi ny , upper mandible brownish black, lower 
pale biovrn, darkest aloug the edges and tips (Davison) , ins blood- 
red, daik red (Bxtilet ) , ms blood-red (Jeidon) 

Measurements. Total length about 20 0 mm , w ing 94 to 
93 mm , tail about 94 mm , tarsus about 19 mm., cul men about 
15 min 

Distribution. The "West side of Southern India fiom about 
jVTahabaleshwar to Cape Comorin and Ceylon 

INidxflcation The Yellow-brow ed Bulbul bleeds principally in 
ITebiuaiy and jVIaich fiom Kanara to Traiancore bnt eggs have 
been taken as late as 15th May (Davidson) , in the Nilgiris and 
higher lulls it breeds from Apru to the end of May oi early June 
In Ceylon it appaiently breeds m July and August The nest is 
like a small neat edition of those of JUicroscehs, a cradle m a hori- 
zontal folk or between two twigs, made of leai es, soft, pliant 
twigs and glasses, firmly wound round the supporting twigs and 
well plastered with cobw ebs The lining is ot fine grasses only. 
The site selected is on a small sapling or high bush, 5 to 10 feet 
from the ground, which may be either m dense forest, thm 
scattered tree- or bush-jungle, or even m a small spinney oi clump 
of bushes 

The eggs are neatly always two only and ate \ ery different from 
those of any other genus, evcept JSTelaat tea, approaching nearest 
to veiy bught pale eggs of JEanthzvus and The ground 

is a very pale pink, almost white in many cases, and they are 
profusely speckled, more or les«, all over with pale bright leddish- 
or pinlash-brown In a few eggs the markings are most numerous 
at the large end, where they foiin an ill-defined cap or ring. 
Thirty eggs average 23*1 X 16 6 mm and the extremes are * maxima 
25 0 x 17 2 mm and minima 21 3x163 and 22 0x15 5 mm 

Habits. This Bulbul is found at all heights from 2,000 to about 
6,500 feet, frequenting forest, both light and dense, more open 
country and even sometimes venturing into gardens and oichards 
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It is said to have a soft, mellow whistle and to feed on insects, 
seeds and certain frmt It is found m small flocks in the non- 
bieeding season 


Iole olivacea. 

Idle dlzvacect olvoncea is an inhabitant of Smgapote but there are 
seieial geographical races found within the limits of the piesent 
work, one of which, vnesccns, has been accoided the status of a 
species and the other two until recently ignoi ed entirely 

Key to Sxibspea.es 

A Under tail-coveits yellow . I ohvacea vxtescens, p 406 

B Under tml-co\ erts cinnamon 

a Wing uudei 82 mm I o cmnamomeoventi is, p 407. 

b "Wing oier 82 mm J o lontibex yi, p 408 

(420) Jole olivacea virescens. 

The Olive I3l t lui:i. 

Iole viteseena Bl\th, J A S B , Mi , p 573 (1845) (Airakan) . 

JBlanf & Oates, i, p 284 

Vernacular names Daobzilzp-gto rmo (Cachan) 

Description. Iiores and short eyebiow olive-yellow, ear-coieits 
dark ohVe , remaindei of upper plumage f i om forehead to rump 
olive-green , upper tail-cove its and tail rather bright lufous- 
brown , sides of the neck olive-brown, whole under-surface fioin 
chin to vent yellow, more or less suffused with olive- yello w , 
wings daik brown, the coverts and inner secondaries broadly, the 
remaining feathers narrowly, edged with rufescent olive-brown 

Colours of soft parts. Iiib brown or red -brown, eyehds grey', 
bill bluish-horn, the mouth flesh -colour , legs and claws pinkish 
biown 

measurements Length about 185 to 190 mm , wing 76 to 
82 mm , tail about 85 mm. , tarsus about 18 mm , cnlmen about 
15 mm. 

Distribution. Cachar, Sylbet, Tippera and the plains and lower 
hills of ’Western Surma us far South as Pegu 

ISidification Theie is apparently nothing recorded about the 
nesting of this Bulbul beyond my own notes in * The Ibis 1 and 
Bombay Natural History Society's Journal (1892, p 6) The nests 
are compact; w nil-made cups composed of a few dead leaves and 
tiny elastic twigs well interwoven with and bound togetliei by 
long stups of what looks like the inner baik of some ti£e They 
weie nil, with one exception, in horizontal folks, the branches of 
which w r eie incorporated m the sides of the nest about two-thirds 
up The lining was in each case ofc black fern roots and the long 
red tend i ilb ot a small yellow ground-convolvulus All my nests 
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were taken in May well inside thin jungle of mixed bamboo and 
secondary grow tli, thin foiest or deserted cultivation patches 
inside deep forest and all were placed o\er or close to game* 
tracks 

Tbe eggs are m type liice those of iclerxca but darker and more 
handsome, some closely approaching speckled eggs of Afolpasles m 
general appeal unce They measure about 22 6 x 16 3 mm 

Habits This Bulbul seems to be nowheie common; X never 
saw it but in pans or smglj, a rather secretive, quiet bird, feeding 
on the higher bushes and thin tree-tops but not, apparently, 
frequenting the more dense and humid tree-forest. Xt is said to 
be more often met with in flocks m Pegu, wheie it does some- 
times enter quite hea\) forest Beyond the jarring “chir ** made 
by the buds caught m nooses, X ha\e not heard it utter any call 

It is found fiom the level of the plains up to some 2,000 feet 


(421) Xole olivacea cinnamomeoventris. 

Tins Tenabsehim Oj.ivE-Btzr.Btn.. 

Xole vu esccns cmnamomeoventi ts Stuait Baker, Bull B O C , xxxui, 
p 16 (1917) (Tenasseum) 

Vernacular names. None recorded 

Description This race differs from the last in being darker and 
more ruddy and less green abote , it is also duller and less yellow 
below, the throat and tore-neck being grey, only iamtiy tinged \\ ith 
•yellow , the undei tail-coverts are cinnamon, this colour often 
extending on to the belly. 

Colours of soft parts “ Ins dark ; maxilla blackish, mandible 
giey , feet fles»hy-bi own ** (2? ff Set bent) “ Irides clear grey, 
dark slaty, salmon-pink oi golden-biown ** (. Davison ) 

Measurements About the same as in tbe last, wing 73 to 
80 mm , in one 82 mm 

Distribution Peninsular B urm a and Siam extending as far 
North as Karenni and Central 'West Siam Bobinson and JEOoss 
identify birds from Cochin China and Annam as belonging to this 
subspecies One of their specimens, a male fioin Annam, is as 
much as 84 mm in wing measurement. 

DidifLcation. unknown 

Habits Accoidmg to Davison “ This is a forest bird but occur 
ring also m thin tree-jungle and e\ en entering well-wooded 
gardens It is met with singly or in pairs, foraging about the 
tiees and liwng chiefly' on bernes, and never, I believe, descending 
to the ground They are rather lively birds, moving about a 
great deal and having a pleasant soft whistling note, something 
like that of X'i.os fin laysom, but distinguishable at once.** ° 
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(422) Xole olivacea lonnbergi. 

Taxi Siam Bulbul 

Ci vntger lonnbei r/i Gyldenatolpe, Kung Sven "Vetensk Handl , 50, 
No 8, p 24 (1918) (Bang-liue-bom, N Siam) 

Vernacular names None recorded 

Description This race differs from I- o vxrcscens in having the 
under tail-coveits cinuamon instead of yellow and from cinnanio- 
meoventi is in being xnoie yellow below and more gieen above 
From both ot these subspecies it differs m being much larger with 
a wing of 88 to 89 mm 

M e asur ements Wing 83 to 89 mm , culmen 15 to 15 5 mm. , 
taisus 15 5 to 16 0 mm t tail 76 to 83 5 nun. (Gi/ldensto7pe) 

Distribution This is a Northern form of the last bud but tbe 
limits of neither aie as yet definable G-yldenstolpe found it in 
N Siam and specimens fiom the Shan States and Tunnaa are 
also referable to this form It will probably also be fonnd in the 
S E Kachin States 

Nidiffcation. Unknown 

Habits. G-yldenstelpe records that he found it shy but not un- 
common in some places m Noith Siam, frequenting dense primeval 
forests in small flocks 

(423) Iole nicobariensis . 

Tub Nioobae Bulbul 

Hypsipetes tiicobai lensis Horsf & Moore, Gat , i, p 257 (1854) 
(Nicobnrs). 

Xole mcobat tenets Blanf & Oates, l, p 285 

Vernacular names. None recoided 

Description. Head and nape daik brown, sides of the head 
grey , upper plumage olive-green , wings and tail hair-biown, the 
feathers all edged with olive green externally , chin, thioat and 
upper breast white, faintly streaked with pale biown, grey or 
yellowish , remaining lower parts and under \\ mg-eovei ts pale 
primrose-yellow, slightly mottled with white , the under tail- 
coveits yellow with brown centres 

Colours of soft parts Degs and feet daik homy, gieemsli 
brown or gieenish plumbeous , bill deep horn y-bt own, lower 
mandible and edge of uppei dull yellow , iris brown (Hants). 

Measurements. length about 200 mm . wing 96 to 103 mm , 
tail about 95 min. , tarsus about 18 to 19 mm , culmen about 
20 mm 

Distribution. The Nicobar Islands of Teressa, Bompolia, Tillan- 
chong, Camoita, Nancomy, Tiinlvat, Katchall and Pilu Milu 

Nidiflcation. "Unknown but as Davison shot very young birds 
in February, they presumably lay about Novembei to December. 
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Habits. Davison lemarks — “Occurs only at the Nicobars, 
wheie it is compaiatively common, it keeps to tiie forest gener- 
ally, but is also found m gardens in the secondary jungle, and not 
infrequently m places where there are only a few scattered 
bushes , it is usually seen singly', m pairs, 01 in small parties of 
five or six, but X have seen them on several occasions m flocks 
of neatly a bund ted They have a chattering note, very similar 
to the othei -rfi/psijjctes, and w lien they aie m flocks they make 
neatly as much noise as a flock of Mynas settling don n for 
the night ” 


Genus EUBIGU LA Slyth, 1845 

The genus Itubxgula contains species of small Bulbuls of hand- 
some appeal ance with squamated plumage The bill is broader 
than high and shortei than the tax sub , the nctal bristles are 
strongly developed and the nostrils are exposed and not hidden 
by bustles Tbe tail is well graduated 

The only member of the genus found within oui limits is a 
geographical race of ttubxgula squamata of Ja\ a 


(424) Kubigula squamata webberi. 

'Webber's Bttlbul. 

Ixidta icebbet t Ilume, S F , vm, p 40 (1879) (Tonka) 

Vernacular names None recorded 

Description Head and neck black , hack golden olive, shading 
into golden yellow on the uppei tail-eov erts , tail black w ith a 
broad diagonal white hand on the end of tlie outer tail-feathers, 
decreasing in extent inwardly on each succeeding pair, visible 
portions of the wing like the back but greater coverts edged with 
brighter yellow , quills and bastard wing black, below, throat and 
sides of neck white, with tiny black striae , oieast and flanlra 
black with white edges, giving a beautiful squamated appearance 
to these parts, centie of abdomen w'bite , undei tail-coveits deep 
bright yellow 

Colours of soft parts. Xndes deep led ; bill brownish black, 
legs and feet plumbeous biown 

^ Measurements Total length about 150 xniii , w mg 73 to 
76 mm , tail about 60 to 65 mm , tarsus about 15 mm , e ulmen 
about 11 mm 

Distribution. Peninsular Burma and Siam, thi oughout M llay 
Peninsula to Sumatra 

Hidifi cation and Habits. Practically nothing recoided 
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Gemw PYCNONOTUS ICuhl, 1826 

"With the exception of the genus JMo7pastes t the present genus 
contains a fax gi eater numbei of species and subspecies than any 
other and ot these theie aie i ept esentatives found fiom Ceylon 
to Central India and from Anaknn to the Malnj an Islands and 
again East thiougli the Eachm Hills to Chinn The genus is, 
however, not lepiesented in IN oi them India or INoitli-W'est 
Burma 

In jP*/cnoi*ottt8 the bill is of small size and the nuchal hairs aie 
obsolete oi sm >11 JYI.tnv ot the species are of dull coloui but a 
few, are ot biillmnt plumage 


Key to Species 

A Throat white 

a forehead and ciown dailc brown 
h forehead and ciown black 
11 Thioafc grev streaked with blight 3 ello w 
C Throat yellow 
c Ciown blark 
d Ci own > ellow 
13 Throat ruby-red 
E Throat ^lntj -blue 
f Throat biown 01 giey 

e Under tail-coveits yellow 
J Under ta 1-coverts biown or buff 

a' E ai -coverts si lvei 3 -white 01 with 
silvery- white shafts 
b ' Ear-oo\erts like the ciown 
«" Wing 01 er 75 mm 
fi" Wing under 75 nun 


[l» 410 

J 3 r/oiaviei anu/ib, [v 411 
P m« tqastei lanthoi 1 Jtous, 
1* Jinltii/stmi, p 422 

JP melame.ta us % p 4 24 
P scant holatmus, p 415 
P fftilarts 3 p 415 
P ci/amventi is , p 416 

JP lute ulus, p 417 


JP plurnosus, p 418 

P si»y>/ei, p 421 
P eiythi opthalmus , p 422 


(425) Pycnonotus goiavier analis. 

Tub Yjjltow-tbhijjj BxtxiUUJj. 

Tmd.ua analis Ilorsf , Tians L S, xm, p 147 (1820) (Jiua) 
jPycnonotus analis JBlanf & Oates, 1 , p 287. 

Vernacular names JMeiebah (Malay) 

Description The whole uppei plumage brown tinged with olne, 
darkei on the head and the featheis with faint pale edges, wings 
and tail dailc biown edged with olive-brown , a bioad supeicilium 
white, loies and teatheis on the eyelids black, eai-coveifs pale 
blown, cheeks, cluu ■ and throat whitish, biensfc biown, the 
feathers with pale edges, abdomen white suffused with brown 
and flanks darke t bipwn, undei tail-coverts snlpliui -yellow 

Colours of soft parts. Ins wood-biown 01 chocolate, legs, feet, 
daws and bill black. 

Measurements Total length about 200 min , w ing about 83 to 
91 min , tail about 80 to 85 mm , taisus about 20 min , culmen 
about 15 mm. 

Distribution Tenassenm and Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, 
lava, Borneo, Siam, Cochin China 
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Kidification The Yellow-Dented Bulbul appaiently bleeds 
tw ice in the 3 em, as a good senes of nests and eggs were obtained 
by Mr WAT Kellow zound about Peiak and T.nping in 
Februaiv and early Maich and again in May The nests ate 
exactly like those of Otocompsa and are placed in bushes and small 
trees m scrub-jungle and thin forest The eggs also me indis- 
tinguishable fiom those of that genus and aie normallj” only two 
or thiee 111 number They average (20 eggs) 224x159 mm and 
the exti ernes aie 23 6 X 15 1 mm , 21 0 x 16 8 mm The longest 
e SS 1S a ^ so the most nanow and the shortest is also the broadest 
Habits Davison descubes this bird in Mergui, wlieie it is \ei\ 
abundant, as being just like Otocompsa 111 habits, food and tlie 
country it fiequents Ho says — “I have repeated! v seen it on 
the ground hopping about It feeds largelv on insects, such as 
grnsshoppeis etc , but also on berries and fruit, and I have seen 
it clinging to mangoes and pecking awayat the fruit Its note is 
extremely like that of Otocompsa. enter ia t ‘kick kick, pel f lgrew 
lepeated seveinl times It is usunlly found singly 01 in pairs, 
though often h.i.lf-n-dozen or more may be seen -eated about the 
bushes near each other, hut I do not think they act in conceit or 
e\er go 111 flocks , they are not shy ” 


(426) Pycnonotus aurigaster xanthon hous. 

AsriJBIlSOTT’s IUMW-liSTED BuLBDL 

JPt/cnonotus aranthor t hous Anderson, P A S B , 1869, p 26=5 (Ivnk- 
hyen Hills) , HInnf & Oates, 1, p 286, footnote 

Vernacular names JCator —tot ~pr oriff ^Kachm) 

Description Foieliend, mown, lores, a ling loumt the ev e and 
a narrow cheek-stripe extending to the end of the ear-cover Is, 
black, a small spot of deep led at the base of the lowei mandible 
n ® ar , " Iie S; l P e » ear-coverts gloss v hair-brown, the featheis with 
obsolete pale mat gins, wings and tail daikei brown, the formei 
margined with the colour of the back, the latter nanowly tipped 
with white. sides of the neck brown, meeting in a ciescentic band 
acioss the breast , abdomen and vent whitish , sides of bod\ and 
thighs brown , under tail-coveirs deep golden yellow , unde, side 
of shafts ot tail-featheis white 

fe^t°b?aSc ° f S ° ft parts 11 18 blown or brownish red; bill, leg-, and 

. ^ easUre «^nt S Total length about 200 mm , wing about 85 
about IS* 111 in* 1 * 1 ab ° Ut 9o m,n ' ta,sas about 23 mm , culmen 

T he b, Ji S „ of Eastein Burma fiom Ka.enm to 
the Hachin (Ivakhyeu) Hills, Shan States, Yunnan to China 

.«?? i 11 11 Hnnn S ton wntes ( Journal B H H S , 
^ P-rTirK — always seems to build its nest, which is of the 
usual Bulbul typo, within 2 or 3 feet of the ground ieneraliv 
placing it in a bi amble-bush amongst long gran and ii Ads, and 
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almost invariably lays three eggs, only on one or two occasions 1 
have taken two incubated eggs ” The eggs are exactly like those 
of JSdolpastes 7t bcngalensis hut do not go through nearly as wide a 
range of variations The aveiage of thirty eggs is 23 7x162 mm 
and the extremes aie 23 5 X 16 5 mm , 21 3 x 16 8 mm , 21 Ox 
16 0 and 21 1 x 15 8 mm 

Habits A common and familial bud throughout its range and 
found fiom 2,000 to 6,000 feet, frequenting both lighter jungle, 
scrub, bamboo-jungle, etc and the quite open countiy round 
villages It does not apparently actually entei gardens and 
compounds ' 


Py cnonotus finlaysom. 

The species finlaysom extends from Tenassenm to the extreme 
South of the Malay Peninsula, North to ICarenni, Hachm Hills, 
■Siam, Annara, Cochin China T« o races are found within the 
limits ot this work 


Key to Subspecies 

A Anterior half of crown of a different colour [p 412 

to the hindei hulf and nape P finlaysom finlaysom , 

B The whole crown and nape of the same 

colour . , JP fi davisom, p 413 

(427) Py cnonotus finlaysoni finlaysom. 

Finiaysoit’s S thipe-tiieoated Buiajui. 

2*ycnonottts finlaysom Stnckl , A. M. N H, (1) xm, p 411 (1844) 
(Malacca, Hnrtert) , Blanf & Oates, i, p 28 7 

Vernacular names. None recorded 

Description Forehead as far back as the eyes blight yellow, 
the feathers edged with ashy-biown , lores black, narrowly edged 
above with orange , cheeks, ear-coverts, throat, chin and upper 
neck giey with blight yellow stieaks , crown and nape deep grey, 
the centies of the feathers paler, upper plumage and wing-coverts 
olive-green, the back washed with ashy, wing-quills daik brown 
edged with olive-green, tail oli\ e-green, the outer webs bughtest, 
hi east, upper abdomen and flanks dark ashy, the shafts paler, 
lower abdomen yellowish grey, vent and under tail-coveits bright 
yellow, edge ot wing, undei wing-coi arts and axillanes yellow 

Colours of soft parts Ius pale to deep brown, bill bluish 
black to black, pulei at the base, mouth dark flesh-colour , legs 
dusky plumbeous to almost black 

Measurements Total length aboi t 190 mm , wing 75 to 
87 nnn, ; tail about 85 mm , tarsus about 20 nun , culmen about 
15 min 

Distribution Tenassenm East of the Sittaung Fiver from 
Toungoo South through the Malay Peninsula, Sumatia, Java 
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and Borneo , Bast throughout Siam to Cochm China, Annam and 
Yunnan 

ITidification This Bulbul breeds lfi. the plains and lou er hills 
up to some 1,500 feet, making the usual Bulbul’s cup-shaped nest 
of leaves, grass and fern roots, fine twigs, etc , lined with fine- 
grass and fern roots It is generally strongly but rather slightly 
made and is placed in bushes or saplings at any height from 3 to 
15 feet from the ground Xt is built in small jungle oi sciub, 
occasionally m denser forest and sometimes quite close to villages 
and human habitations The eggs are either two or three in 
number and most ot them resemble l ichly-marked eggs of 
Otocompsa , though they i aiy a good deal inter se Fifteen eggs 
average 224x161 mm , the extremes are 23*1x165 and 
21 4 x 1 5 2 mm 

The bieedmg season is from February to June 

Habits Davison remarks that this is the most common form 
of Bulbul m the plains* portion of Tennsserim “ Xt does not 
affect forests but is found on the outskirts of it, in sci ub-jungle, 
in denied land and m gardens, giving perhaps the preference to 
the latter. They do not go in flocks but theie are generally so 
many about that it is difficult to say w hether they are in pnirs or 
single The note is a rather pleasant, feeble n histhng chirrup, 
continually uttered whether the bird is sitting or flj mg Xt is a 
ver> lively bird, always on the move ” It feeds both on berries 
and insects which it takes on the ground as well as on trees and 
bushes 


(428) Pycnonotrus finlaysoni davisoni. 

Davison’s Sthipe-thhoated Bulbul. 

Jx~us davisoni Hume, S F , m, p 301 (1875) (Arrakan) 

Vernacular names None recorded 

Description Differs from the preceding bird in having the 
forehead and crown concolorous except for a narrow yellow 
line just abo\e the loies, the yellow on the throat and chin is 
much less in extent , the w hole head and nape is dull oli\e with 
faint golden centres to the featheis 

Colours of soft parts as m P Ji JinZaysoni 

Measurements A slightly bigger bird than Fmlayson’s Bulbul, 
the Ming i aiming from 76 mm to 90 mm f 

Distribution Arrakan, Chin Hills to Tenassenm "West of 
Sibtaung ZE&iier 

CTidification Oates obtained two nests in Pegu — cups made of 
stems ot m eeds, lined m ith grass and placed low don n, one m a 
bush, the othei in a creeper about 4 feet from the ground In 
both cases there m ere two eggs, typical Bulbul’s eggs, in every way 
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and measuung between 23 3x16*5 mm and 20 8 x15 5 mm. 
They breed m June 

Habits These do not differ in any w ay from those of the last 
bud 


(429) Pycnonotus melanicterus. 

Txce BtAOK-CAPPrD Bitlbitl 

JlTtiscicajia melamctet a Giuel , S N , i } p 941 (1789) (Ceylon) 
JPycnonotus melantctei us Ulanf & Oates, l, p 288 

Vernacular names Ka-Jcamlla (Ceylon) 

Description Head to neck above black . remaining upper 
plumage and wing-coveits olive-green, quills biown, their outer 
webs olive-green , tail daik brown, the cential pair suffused with 
oli-ve-gieen on the base and the others all tipped with white, 
whole lower plumage bright yellow , the sides ot the bieast and 
flanks washed with olive, under wmg-coveits and edge of wing 
yellow. u 

Colours of soft parts Ins blight to dull red , bill black , legs 
and feet daik blackish brown to practically black In the female 
the ins is brown and the “ legs and feet deep plumbeous or 
blackish blue ” ( Legqe ) 

Measurements Total length about 160 to 165 mm , wing 68 
to 74 mm , tail about 60 to 65 mm , tarsus about 15 mm. , 
culmen about 13 mm 

Distribution Ceylon only 

Nidification The nest is a small cup of dead lea\es, fine twigs 
and grasses, stems of plants and roots firmly bound together and 
lined with fine dead grass It is placed in a bush, creepei or 
other cover at from 3 to 10 feet from the ground, generally, 
however, within 4 or 5 feet Itegge records ire nest from 
April to Septembei and eggs have been taken by Messrs Stew art, 
Phillips and Sykes between January and May, so that it probably 
breeds m almost any month of the year The nest is nearly 
always placed in foiest, that which is rathei thin being preferred 
to that which is very dense 

The eggs, of w Inch theLe are either two oi three, have a reddish- 
white giound-col our and are pi oiusely covered w’lfch small blotches 
ot vanous shades of reds and red- browns undei lying which are 
spnrsei secondaiy markings of neutial tint and lavender-grey 
Six eggs aveiage 21 2 x 15 6 ram The texture is not neatly so 
smooth as in most Bulbuls* eggs and is very dull and glosnless 
Habits This beautiful little Bulbul is found from the plains 
up to about 5,000 feet, w'herever there is foiest or the country* is 
w’ell-wooded and w*et It is not found in the dry zone and 
prefers above all lightly forested valleys along which streams ran 
It feeds on insects and seeds which it seeks in the loner bushes 
and trees, seldom wandeung into the higher ones. It consorts in 
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small pill ties o£ four or five and. is said to be very sociable witti 
other birds Legge describes its note as “ w hee-w bee, whee- 
whee” 

(430) Pycnonotns xantholssmus. 

T he Yellow -thboated Bulbul 

J} % achyjpua lanttioIeBmus Gould, P Z S , 1835, p 386 (Belgaum) 
Pycnonotaa lantholcemus . J31nnf & Oates, l, p 289 

Vernacular names. Kondapoda-ptfflx (Tel ) 

Description Porebead, ciown and sides of the bead yellowish 
green, the ieatheis near the nostiils duskv , chin and throat 
Imght lellon , uppei plumage grey, the upper tail-co\erts tinged 
with green , wings and tail brown, the outer webs washed with 
yellowish green and the tail-feathers tipped with yellowish 
white , bienst and sides of neck and body grey, turning to w r hitish 
on the abdomen, under tnil-co\eits and edge of wmg bright 
l ellow , thighs dull > ellow , undei wing-cor erts pale yellow 

Colours of soft parts Xns bi igbt red , bill and legs black. 

Measurements Length about 185 to 190 mm , wing about 81 
to 88 mm , tail about 88 mm , tarsus aDout 20 mm , culmen 
about 14 to 15 mm 

Distribution Xi tn encore, Mjsore and Enatei n GHmts 

Hidification Mi P Euscoe Allen (Journal B K H S , xvui, 
p 905) obtained seveial nests ot this late Bulbul on a peak called 
ilorsdy Kondn, south of the Cuddapab District m Madras, 
where he found it not uncommon Tbe nests aie descnbed as 
t) ptcnl Bulbuls’ nests and the eggs as of the ordinary type of 
Bulbuls* eggs, “white marked with purple and buck-ied*’ and 
measuring 21*1 X 17 0 min Of the nester one was placed actually 
on the ground between two bouldeis and a second on a dwarf 
dite pzdiu Another nest, taken by Mr O L "Wilson at Bellary, 
is descnbed as uuusunlly bulby and heavy foi a Bulbul’s nest 
’The bleeding season appears to be May, June and July 

Habits The Yellow -thi oated Bulbul is found from tbe foot- 
hills up to nearly 5,000 feet but \eiy little is known of its habits. 
It appaiently waits the higher ranges at about 4,000 feet for 
bleeding pm poses and is s ud to be a shy, active bird, very rest- 
h ss and, when disturbed, flying a considerable distance before 
again settling 


(431) Pycnonotns gularis. 

Thb Bubx-ihboiteo Bulbul 

Hi achy pus gulai i s Gould, P Z S , 1835, p 186 (JBelgaum) 
Pycnonutus gulai » Blanf & Oates, i, p 289 

Vernacular names N one recorded. 
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Description Eoiehead, ci own, nape, sides of head and extreme 
point of chm black , throat ruby-red, the feathers long and lather 
bristly; upper plumage yellowish gieen, wings brown, the outer 
webs of the feathers yellowish green. , tail the same , lower 
plumage blight yellow ; under wing-coverts and edge of wing 
yellow 

Colours of soft parts Ins pale cream to blight yellow , bill 
black , legs and feet dark plumbeous to almost black, claws black 

Measurements Jjength about 180 mm , wing 71 to 78 inm , 
tail about 66 min , tarsus about 15 mm , culmen about 11 5 to 
12 0 mm 

Distribution 'Western Indn* "roin Kanara to South Trarancore 

Nidification Nests taken by Mi J. Davidson aie described 
as *• small cups, outwardly composed of a mass of large, led 
dead leaves, slightly bound with one oi two roots and spiders* 
web, and lined inside with a few roots and grass steins of 
a coarse description * The nests w ere taken from low bushes, 
only a foot or two above the ground, higher bushes and small 
saplings as high as 10 feet up The nests are all placed m 
forest, generally dense, sometimes thinner but never in open 
country 

** The eggs are two in number, veiy small for the size of the 
bird , they are quite devoid of gloss and of a pink colour, mottled 
thickly all over with the smallest possible dark reddish-bi own and 
purple spots ” T3ggs sent me by Messrs J Davidson and T B 
Dell measure about 20 9 X 15 2 mm They are veiy like those of 
the last bird 

Habits This is said to be a shy Bulbul, keeping to forested 
areas in the plains, sometimes going about in small docks and 
sometimes in pairs oi singly Davidson sa\ s that it is common 
in Siddaput and in the wooded paits of Homvai and Eumta 
and to a less extent in the denser forests of ICaiawnr, Ankola and 
Yellapur. 


(432) Pycnonotns cyaniventris cyamventns. 

Tun Blue-bellies Bulbul. 

jP yenonotus ci/amientns Blyth, J A S B , xi, p 792 (18JL1) (Malay 
.Peninsula) , Blnnf & Oates, i, p 290 

'Vernacular names None recoided 

Description The whole head and lower plumage deep slaty- 
blue; loies black, forehead and a streak oier the lores paler 
blue , upper plumage and wing-coverts blight greenish yellow , 
tail dark browm, the outer webs greenish yellow nearly up to the 
tips; wing-quills dark brown, all but the fiist two primanes 
edged with greenish yellow , under wing-coverts and edge of 
wing pale yellow , under tail-coyerts bright yellow 
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Colours of soft parts Ins dark brown, daik plumbeous slate 
and gtev-browu , bill black, leg's and feet very daik plumbeous, 
claws horny-brown, sometimes almost black. 

Measurements Total length about 165 mm , wmg 68 to 
78 min , tail about 66 min , tarsus about 15 mm , ciilmen 12 
to 13 mm. 

Distribution Peninsular Burma and Siam to Sumatra 

Nidiflcation 3N r est and eggs collected by Mr W. A. T. Kellow 
neai Taipuig in tlie Federated Malay States are 311st like small 
ones ot Otocomjjsa The nests were all 111 low bushes and con- 
tained two 01 tluee eggs which measured about 20 4 x 15 4 mm 

They ser-m to bleed in April, May and June 

Habits Davison found them either singly 01 in pairs on the 
outsit 1 its ot forest or in deserted dealings lie remarks — >** They 
lite, so far as have been observed, entirely upon small bernes of 
various sorts The} are lather shy, and on being alarmed beat a 
hasty letreat to the forest and other dense covei Then note is 
a sharp, lively chirrup ” Mr. Kellow found them veiy common 
about Taijnng and apparently took many nests there 

(433) Pycnonotus luteolus. 

Tub "W mrir-DROWLD Bulbui.. 

JZestnatoj'nia luteolus Less , Rev Zool , 1840, p 354 (Indio, Bombay ) 
2*i/c?ionotua luteolus Jtlanf A Oates, 1, p H0O 

Vernacular names JPoda-ptt/H (Tel ) , Gzthtguluzoct (Ceylon) 

Description Upper plumage dull olrve-gieen, tinged with ashy 
on the head and with fulvous on the rump and upper tail-coverts ; 
wings and tail brown, washed witb green on the outer webs of the 
feathers , front of forehead, a brosd streak from the nostril over 
the eye and paitly over the ear-coverts and an indistinct ring 
round the eye, white ; lores mingled black and white , a stripe 
from the base of the lower mandible and the point of the chin 
yellow ; lower plumage ashy, tinged and faintly striped with 
pale yellow, the breast w ashed w'lth brown , vent and under tiul- 
coveits pale yellow, under \» ing-covei ts and edge of wing yellow' 

Colours of soft parts Xr is blood-red , bill blackish or horny- 
black , legs dark plain beous. 

Measurements Length about 200 mm. ; wing 72 to 89 mm , 
tail about 80 to 85 min. , tarsus about 22 mm., culmen 15 to 
17 mm 

j 1cm buds are certainly smaller than those from India, the 
w'lugs tun iium 72 to 83, rarely to So min , those tram Ti avail - 
core nor Lhw aids measure fiom 83 to 89 mm 1 can sec no 
« 01 1 cspondiug variation 111 coloui and as Lhey ovei lap in meusuic- 
nuMits, those alone seem hardly well-delmed enough to constitute 
a aepaiate subspecies 
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Dib tribution The Peninsula of India, from Bar o da on the 
'West and Midnapore on the Bast down to Cape Comorin , 
Cej Ion Bare or absent on the Deccan table-land and throughout 
the Cential Provmces 

NidiAcation This bird breeds very commonly m Cejdon, the 
West coast ot South India and again in West Bengal and parts 
of Oiissa The nest is not, I think, distinguishable from that 
of Otocompsa but is on the average more untidv, flimsy and 
- un fin ished. The sites selected aie low, thick bushes m scrub- 
jungle, the outskirts of forest and paitly cultivated countiy and 
the nest is seldom more than 4 feet from the giound H ume 
says the eggs are * iriLike those of J\£olp€tstes or Otocompsa Whilst, 
however, richly marked, handsome eggs such as are so often 
obtained of JUTolpccstes are very rare in this species, the eggs as 
a series are like weakly maiked, rather long-shaped eggs ot that 
bird [Normally only two eggs are laid, sometimes thiee, and 
the average of sixty eggs is 22 9 x 15*8 mm , the extremes being 
25 5x15 6, 24 6x17 0, 19 0x15 6 and 23 8x15 Omm 

The buds lay m almost every month of the yeai m Ceylon but 
chiefly in Pebruaiy and March, whilst in Bombay they lay from 
April to July. 

Habits The White-browed Bulbul is a bud neither of actual 
forest nor of compounds and gardens. It prefers scrub- and bush- 
jungle, thin rather than dense, the outskirts of forest and country 
which is partly cultivated and partly wooded It does not entei 
gardens but may be seen in the vicinity of villages It is found 
onl^ m the plains and lower hills. 


Pycnonotus plumosus. 

The birds of this species are spread over a very wide aiea 
through Bast and South Burma, the Malay Peninsula and many 
of the islands and again Bast through Siam, Xu n nan. Annum, 
etc There aie three races separable hut they do not occupy 
veiy well-defined areas and it is not easy to say exactly uheie 
P p blanfordz and JP p plumosus meet Between P j p * obtnsom 
ana JP p. plumosus I cannot fix anything definite but throughout 
the [Northern Peninsula they probably repiesent [Eastern and 
Western races They may eventually have to be treated as 
species. 


Key to Subspecies 

A Ear-coverts biown. with silvery- white stupes JP plu mosits phuno *ttg, 

B Eai-cov eits entirely silvery- white CP 419 

a Paler both above and below JP p l/tuifordt, p 4 20 

b Darker both abov e and below JP p i ohmsoni J p 420 
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(434) Pycnonotns plumosns plrunostis. 

Tins Labu Olive Bulbul 

Pycnonotu. a plumosua Blyth, J A S B , xiv, p €67 (1846) (Singa- 
pore) , Blanf & Oates, l, p 292 

'Vernacular names None lecorded 

Description Porch end and crown dark gieyidi brown, each 
feathei margined with olive-green; wings and tail dark blown, 
the outei webs of the feathers washed with bright ohve-gteen , 
lores daik brown, cheeks and chin dull whity-brown , ear-coveits 
dark brown with silvery- white shafts , lower plumage ashy- 
brow n, slightly mottled and streaked with dull oehraceous ; 
under wing- and tail-coverts and edge of wing bnghtei ochra- 
ceous 

Colours of soft parts Iris burnt sienna-biown to dark cmnabar- 
red , bill almost black ; legs and feet reddish brown, darkei id 
some, paler in otlieis ( ’Svtme ) 

measurements Xiength about 190 to 200 mm : wing 78 to 
89 mm tail about 84 mm , taisus about 19 to 20 mm , cnlmen 
about 16 to 16 mm 

Distribution It is extiemely difficult to define the boundaries 
between this bud and the next, JP p t ohnftmt Xt appeals that 
the present bud is found in the South of the Malay Peninsula in 
Johoie, Pahang, Peiak, Keda and thence up the West coasr of 
Tenassenui as tar 'N'oith as Teuasseiim Town and also m Sumatra 
and Borneo, whilst Itobinson’s Bulbul works Noith from Pataui 
up the Bast coast 

N ldification jNests taken by Davison, Kellow r and Waterstrndt 
weie of the oidinaiy Bulbul type built low down in bushes generally 
in thin forest, sometimes m fairly dense forest but not, apparently, 
m cultiv ated and village areas The eggs aie two or thiee m 
uumbei, most orten the former, and one clutch in the TVaterstiadt 
collection was a five, but this must be quite exceptional The 
eggs aie like those of the rest of the genus and it is doubtful it 
any of these can be distinguished from one another except, 
perhaps, by size Ten eggs average about 22 0 x 17 7 mm but 
Davison s eggs seem to be abuonnally big. Six of my own only 
measure 21 8 x 16 1 mm 

This species bieeds m Bebruaiy, Maich and April 

Habits Tbis Bulbul is a bird of forests lather than of open 
country and Mi KLellow informed me that he took the nests in 
almost linpenetiable cane-brakes along streams m vugin forest. 
They are quite unobtrusne birds, keeping to the lowei trees and 
bushes and having a chirping chattel, according to Davison, like 
that of Ortmgei They feed chiefly on bemes 
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(435) Pycnonotus plumosus robinsoni. 

Hoiunbon’b Olive Belbcl 

X*ycnonotua tobtnaonx Ogilvio-Gmnt, Fasciculi Malay f p 85 (1005) 
(Pntam, Malay Pen ) 

Vernacular names None recorded 

Description Diffeis from JP jtlumoaus “ by having inoie dis- 
tinct white shait-streaks to the ieatbers of the cheeks and ear- 
coveits , the outer edges to the quills dull greenish, not olive-green, 
and the middle of the bieust and belly pale yellowish white.” 

This form is nearest to jP 2? btttwforch , from w Inch it is 
separable by its much darker plumage above and below. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown , bill brownisli-horn , legs 
and ieet blackish-lead 

measurements Much the same as those of JP p plumoaus. 
Wing 83 to 89 nun culmen about 15 min 

Distribution Fiom Patnm in the extieme South of Peninsular 
Siam, up the East Coast, perhaps entering the bordeis of Xenns- 
sernn near Xavoy, as iai North ns Ay u tin a, Natrang and 
Kiaben. There are also specimens m the Butish Museum col- 
lection fioin Anniun 

W ldification. Messrs Williamson and Herbeit collected nnd 
examined vast numbers of nests and eggs of this Bulbul round 
Bangkok, where it is exceedingly common They are quite 
indisunguieliable from otheis of tins genus but when considered 
as n whole are veiy poorly marked, pale eggs with none of the 
rich variations seen in so many Bulbuls’ eggs 100 eggs average 
21 6 x 15 6 nnn , the extremes being 23*0 x 16 2, 22 2 x 16 7 mid 
20 1 x 15 1 mm 

The buds breed in light and heavy forest and also m scrub and 
bushes round about cultivation and villages. Out of 76 clutches 
examined by Mr W. Williamson only four nests contained three 
eggs, tne rest only two each The bleeding season is from 
January to July 

Habits. They are very familiar birds, far more so than the 
Iiarge Olive Bulbul, and fieely enter gardens, oicliaids and 
cultivated county. In winter they are found in small flocks and 
are restless, energetic birds, constantly flying fioin one tree to 
anothei in search of then food, which consists ol berries and ’liaectw 

(436) Pycnonotus plumosus blanfordi. 

Bx* av ron n’s OciVjfl Bulbul 

2*i/cnottotua bltinfoi di Jeidon, Ibis, 1862, p 20 (Pegu) , Jilauf & 
Oates, l, p 291 

Vernacu lar names Byn, lioset-mwe (Buimese) , JBo-aa-mwe 
(Kuchin) 

Description Differs from Bobin&on’s Olive Bulbul in being 
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much pal ci and with ear-coverts wholly silvepy-wlnte It is 
much less gi m>n both oti upper plumage and on wings and tail 
than phifflostu 

Colours of soft parts Ins varies from yellowish blown to led , 
e,' cl ids plumbeous , lull brow n, paler at base of lower mandible and 
gape f mouth llesli-coloin , legs plumbeous, clnws hoi n-colnui 

Measurements ns in the other laces Wing S3 to S9 mm , 
culmen about 15 mm 

Distribution Practically the whole of 33 ui nm, Noi fcli of 32.ui- 
goon, the kucliiu Hills, North and Ceniial Siam, Slian States 
and Amiani 

Nidiflcation Sninlai in c\eiy way to that of the Inst bud 
33ggs and iie4s are intlistinguislinble and tlie clutches aie the frame 
in uiimbei, l e two oi three As a &ei tes thev aie i u*n moie 
pool ly mat bed than those of KubitisoitV Olive liulbul I , '«nt\ eggs 
uveiage -20 6x157 mm 

The bleeding season must be veiy extended, as eggs have been 
sent me taken fioin eailv Mai oh to late August and. pi obably, 
like most ot the common Bulbuls, they bleed more or less through- 
out the year 

Habits Those of tlie last bud They are said to have a \ery 
harsh note when distuibed and like all Bulbuls under these cir- 
cumstances, elect then ctests as they make the call 

(*137) Fycnonotus simplex simplex. 

Mooni/s Omvu lluuiut 

l^ycnonotua aunjiltiT, Less , Itev Zool , 1839, p 1 07 (SumntiaJ , 
Blnnf & Oates, i, p 292 

Vernacular names None lecorded 

Description Upper plutnnge brown with a greenish tinge, 
slightly fulvous on the lump uud uppei tail-coverts, wmgs and 
tail brown, the outer w*ebs washed with greenish, whole lower 
plumage buffy-biown, slightly streaked m places with daiker 
ocliraceous , ttuder tail-co verts dark ochiaceous wiLh paler edges, 
undei vviug-coverts and edge of wing pale ocliraceous 

Colours of soft parts Iris orange-ied, pale led, w luty-pink , 
uppei mandible dai L. horny-brown, lower inaudible pulei , legs uud 
ieut fleshy- oi reddish-brown 

measurements About tlie same as jplitmosua Wing SO to 
88 mm , culmen about 3 5 mm 

Distribution Tenassenm, fiom Meigui, South thiougli the 
Malay Peninsula to Suniatia Tlie Javan form has been separated 
by llarteit (Nov Zoo] ix, 19052, p 561) as P jrrzllwiist and the 
Bornean foiin also seems diReienl it out the Malay bud 

Hidification Nests mid eggs taken by Mr Kellow at Sim pang 
m the M.ulay States wete, like tlio^e descubed by Davison, taken 
m thick jungle m high bushes They are rather more richly 
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coloured than those of the t.\io preceding species and they measure 
about 21 0 x 3.5 9 nun Mr Eellow s eggs were taken m January 
JFebruniy and Apul 

Habits Those of the genus but this species is a bird of thin 
foi ests and does not haunt cultivated oi inhabited areas 

(438) Pycnonotus erythropth.aLm.Tis erythropthalmiis.* 

Tub Smaxa Olive Bulbul 

JCxos eiythi npthahnus Hume, S F., vi, p 314 (1878) (Palcchnn, 
S Tennsserim) 

J*i/cnonotu8 jmstllus 331anf & Oates, x, p 293 

Vernacular names None lecorded 

Description The whole upper plumage and wing-coveits olive- 
hiovvn, tinged -with rufescent on the rump and uppei tail -coverts , 
tail ru fescent- brown , « mgs brown, the visible poi tions suffused 
with olne, lores and sides of the head ashy-brown, chin and 
throat ashy-white, bienst and sides of the body ashy-bi ow n 
washed with fulvous , abdomen, vent and under tail-coverts dusky 
yellow , under w ing-coverts and axillanes pale ochiaceous yellow. 

Colours o£ soft parts Ins crimson, an ophthalmic ring \ivid 
orange-yellow but this withers aw ay m skins and is not discernible , 
bill black, gape and base of lowei mandible and nostrils orange- 
yellow , legs, feet and claws pale 1 eddish-horny 

Measurements Length about 3 65 mm ; wing 70 to 78 mm. , 
tail about 75 mm , tarsus about 15 to 16 mm , culinen about 
13 to 14 mm 

Nidiflcation and Habits According to Davison this Bulbul 
differs in no way from the i arious races of JP jplumosus 

The few eggs of w'hich measurements have been obtainable 
measure about 21 0 x 15 9 mm , but a larger series would certainly 
give a smaller average foi the eggs of this small bird 

Genus MICBOTABSUS Ey ton, 1839 

The genus J&xcrotarsus may be recognized by its very ample and 
lengthened tail-covei ts, rounded tail and the extraordinary 
development of the feathers of the lower bock and lump, which 
are moreovei barred with black , in this respect JMxerotaraus 
shows great affinities to 2*tnarocichZa 

In this genus the featheis of the head, though erectile, are 
exceedingly short and glossy The bill is about half the length of 
the head, and the nctal bustles are well-developed The tarsus 
is very shoit but fauly stout The plumage of all the known 
species is very pleasing 

* Slmipe shows tlmt P ptunllu * of .Salvador!, 1874, is preoccupied by- 
Gray, Genera Birds, i, p 237, and cannot be used He therefore proposes 
(Gat B M , 1881, Appendix, p 401), JP ealuatloru, but though this stands as 
the name for the Sumatran lace, erythropthalmus of Hume has priority as tne 
specific name 
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Of the three species found within our limits it is extremely 
difficult to decide what relationship 3£ m melanocephalus and 
A f ctnei eoventris bear to one another It is true the former is 
otten found in flocks with no individual of the latter but neither 
Mr H A Sole, who knew this bird very well, nor I myself have 
ever seen a flock of the latter without some of the former The 
plumage of the Grey-breasted Bulbul is merely that of the Black- 
headed Bulbul with the yellow eliminated on some portions and 
this in \ arying degree One of I>ord Tw eedd ale’s birds is 
described by him as being “ in a stage of transition from yellow 
to grey 3 A specimen m the collection of Mr. Hole showed traces 
of gieen on the hind-neck but was otherwise of purely cmereo- 
venti i* type, a. third, a young male shot by myself, appears also 
to be in a transition stage betw'een the two forms I expect, when 
the necessary evidence is obtainable, the two will be found to be 
one and the same bird Age and sex have nothing to do u ith 
the matter, but no one has yet been able to prove that they breed 
together, how e* er closely they may accompanv one another in tlie 
non-breeding season 


Key to Species and Subspecies 

A Lower plumage 3 ellow or olive- 
3 ellow 

a Head entirety black 
b Head above bluish grey 

«' Upper t*ul-co\ erts Velio w 
b’ Upper tail-coveits bluish grey 
B Lower plumage bluish grey 


[cephalus, p 423 
AT melanocephalus melano— 

At m jusciflavesccns, p 425 
Af poiocephalus , p 425 
AT cmereoienti is, p 42b 


(439) Microtarsus melano cephalus melauo cephalus. 

The Black-headed Bulbul. 

I*amus melanocephatus Qmel , S N , i, p 309 (17S8) (Sandwich, in 
mares australis) 

Altcropus melanocephatus Blonf & Oates, 1 , p. 294 
Vernacular names Kao-bulip-yai asha (Cachan). 

Description Whole head, throat and upper breast black, glossed 
w'lth blue and purple , remainder of upper plumage olive-yellow, 
brighter on the rump and yellow on the upper tail-coverts ; breast 
and flanks the some, shading into bright yellow on the abdomen 
and under tail-coverts , tail olive-yellow for half its length, then 
black and tipped with yellow, narrowly on the centre feathers and 
increasingly broadly on the others , pnmary-co\ erts dull black, 
narrowly edged with olive-yellow, other coverts w'bollv of this 
colour on the outer webs , primaries and outer secondaries black, 
the first obsoletely, the latter broadly, edged wuth olive-yellow, 
the % lsible inner secondaries all olive-yellow , the feathers of the 
rump and upper taii-co-v erts are very dark grey at the base and 
then black, the tips alone being broadly yellow so that the rump 
nearly always appears barred with black, though m a perfect 
specimen the rump looks almost immaculate vellow 
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Colours of soft parts Iiides various shades of pale blue, bill 
veiy dark plumbeous, neatly block , mouth and gape bluish, some- 
times tinged fleshj' , legs dark plumbeous, claws block 

measurements. Length about 275 mm , wing 80 to 88 mm , 
tail about 84 mm. 9 tarsus about 13 mm , culmen about 13 to 
14 mm. 

Distribution. Assam, South of the Brahmaputra and Kasteru 
Bengal hill-tracts, Airakan, dim llills, practically the whole of 
Burma, Sliau States, Siam and the whole Malay Peninsula to 
Sumatra, Java, Borneo and the Philippines 

Nidiflcation This Bulbul bleeds round Amherst from Pebi uniy 
to Apul and iu North Cochar in May, making a veiy stiongly- 
built cup-shaped nest, which it places m low bushes m evergieen, 
humid forests from the level of the plains up to 2,000 or 
3,000 feet. The materials of the nests 1 have peisonally seen 
have consisted principally of the tough but fine stems of a wild 
bean 'With these are twigs, dead leaves and glass blades and the 
whole is secuiely wound round the suppoiting twigs The lining 
is of skeleton leaves and grass stems The eggs number tu'o oi 
three and, like all those of this genus, aie easily distinguished ftom 
othei Bulbuls' eggs. The giound -colour is a pule fleshy-pink to a 
hlac-pink and the primary mm kings consist ot fieckles, specks 
and small blotches of pale reddish, whilst the secondary, or 
underlying, markings are of pale grey or pale 'lilac neutral tint. 
The latter markings aie generally more uumeious than the 
forinei and give the dominant tint to the egg Some eggs have 
the minks so fine and so numerous that they look umcolouied 
but most; eggs have them more numerous at the big end than 
elsewhere, toi ming a pronounced ring ot cap The avei age of seven 
of my own eggs and six of Mr J. M 1) Mackenzie's is 20 5 x 
35 5 mm and the extremes are 23 0x16 6, 19 0x15 5, and 
20 5x15*0 mm. The suiface is fine and glossy and the shell 
fragile In shape they vary as much as the eggs ot Otocompsa and 
JMoljnastee 

Habits. This is a purely forest Bulbul, though m the cold 
weatliei it may be found m small or big flocks feeding on trees 
well away from foies t, especially wnen these nie in flowtu and 
attracting many insects It prefers scattered foiest or light 
jungle and was most common m the ravines tunning from the 
foot-lulls into the plains of Cachat and Sylhet These ravines 
weie heavily ioiested, running between gi ass-cove i ed lulls 
and light forest where the buds came out to feed m the morn- 
ings and evenings. It keeps almost entirely to the tops of 
high tiees in the cold weather but in the breeding season descends 
to the smaller tiees and undergrowth Their ordumiy note is a 
musjeal chirp but they also have a very mournful double whistle 
like the rainy-weather call of the Jora, but deeper and softer. 
They feed principally on berues and fruit but also eat small 
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insects and 1 hate shot specimens feeding on the cotton-trees 
ovei-full of such obtained from their great red flowers 

In most flocks of this birds one or more specimens will be 
found of the G-iey -bellied Bulbul 

(440) Micro tarsus melanocephalus fusciflavescens. 

The Andaman JBlace-heaeee Bttibtji 

Jit achyptttliiia fit *cifl a t escen s Hume, S F,i,p 297 (1873) (Andamans). 

AT to oput» fusct/luvcscetts 131 an f iS: Oates, i, p 293 

Vernacular names Uone recorded 

Description Differs iiotn tlie piecedmg bud in liaung the 
whole head duskv oli\e-gieen, the black on chin and throat is 
confined to the centre ot tlie lattei , tlie black bars are narrower 
and the abdomen and under tail-coi erts aie a still brighter vellow 
Colours of soft paits Ins bluisli-w hite to pale blue , bill bluish- 
slate to slaty -black , legs and feet plumbeous 
Measurements as m the preceding bird 
Midification unknown 

Habits Davison found it singly oi m pans on the outsknts of 
forest, edges ot jungle-tracts and natural openings 

(441) Microtarsus poxocephalus. 

Tub Ghei-hladed Bblbul 

Jit at-hypus poiocephalu* Jerdon, Madr J L S , i, p 316 (1830) 
(Tiaianoore) 

Alto opus pheeocephalus Blnnf A Oates, l, p 396 
Vernaculai names None lecorded 

Description forehead olive-yellow , cbin blackish , cheeks 
gieyish j ellow , lemnindei of head cleai bluish grey, upper side 
of neck, back aud scapulais olive-green , rump-feathers black 
w'ltli broad i ellow tips , upper tail-coverts and tout middle tail- 
featlieis bluish giey with dark shafts, the others black, broadly 
edged on both webs and tipped with bluish grey, the basal two- 
thirds of all suffused with oli\ e-green , wings black, all the 
feathers edged with olne-gieen, the outer webs of the innermost 
secondanes being wholly of this colour, breast, abdomen, ana 
flanks oil-y ellow, under tail-co\erts bluish grey 

Colours of soft parts Ins almost w hite to blue ; bill pale slate, 
“pale gieen” (Davison), legs and feet fleshy tinged with orange 
(Dcivtsoii) 

Measurements Bather smaller than AT melanocephalus , w mg 
about 73 to 78 mm 

Distribution iVIalabar coast , from Belgaum to South Tra\an- 
core , Coonooi and "Wynaad Mills 

Midiflcation The G-rey-headed Bulbul makes a small, compact 
cup-shaped, nest, which it places in low bushes in fanly dense 
jungle The eggs are like those of JL C tn melanocephalus and ten 
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eggs taken by Stewai t and Bourdillon m Travancore and by 
Hell m JCanar.i average 21*0 x 15 6 mm. and vary m length 
between 21 0x1 r >‘9 and 22*3 X 16 mm. and in breadth between 
21 2 x 15 O and 22 3 X 16 mm. 

The birds of this species often lay one egg only, single eggs 
quite hard-set having been taken by Mr. »T. Sfcewait m Travaucoie 
Habits. Those of the genus It is found fi om the level of the 
plains up to some 2,000 tee t 

(442) Microtarsus cinereoventris. 

Tin. Gitar-n omani* JiuTMVj* 

Jit nchypodxttx ctuot covcntr t/t Jiiytli, J A S.it, xiv, p 570 ( 1 8 1 *») 
(Tippeia) 

Aftat ojpun cine} eutenti u Jllnnf & Oates, i, p. 296 
Vernacular names. Dtto-buhp-gat aju (Cacliari ). 

Description This bird diffeis from M m melanocepJialw m 
having the brenst, upper part of the abdomen, hind-neck and 
sometimes the upper back bluish grey instead of yellow or gieen. 
Colours of soft parts and Measurements as m that bird 
Distribution The same also as in that bird but apparently not 
extending to Siam, Annum, or Sumatra and the other islands 

Nidiflcatiou and Habits exactly the same as those of the Black- 
headed Bulbul It is generally found in company with flocks of 
the Block-headed birds and, as far as my expei lent t* goes, never 
by itself, though e\ery flock of the former may not necessaiily 
contain any ot these with giey abdomens The Ciiclmri names 
ior Jkf melunocephalus and ilf. cmrrcoventns mean male and female 
of the same species hut, as I have already shown, the diffeience 
is not one of sexes though the two birds are pi obably dimorphic 
foims of the same species Two pairs of eggs in my collection 
measure 2L’4X15 4 , 21 0x15 1 and 23*4x16 1 , 22 4X 17 0 min. 
The latter appear very large ior the si^e of the bird. 

Genus KELAARTIA Blytli (Jide Jerdon), 1863 

The single species of JCelaattia is pecuhur to (Jeylon It is 
characterised by the curious pointed leathers constituting the 
supeicihum and by the lounded feathers of the crown, the two 
forming a striking contrast 

The tarsus in this genus is zatlier longer than is usual tit tlm 
Bulbuls, but it does not exceed in. length the middle toe and cl.iu 

(443) Kelaartia penicillata. 

Tins if jk r.i/OW-E aue d Jlux/uux. 

JPucnonotiut pcmcilltittis Biyth, J A S B, «, p 178 (18*311 

(CJeylon) 

JCelaat tta penicillata Blnnf & Oates, i, p 297. 

Vernacular names. None recoided 
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Description Korehend and ctouu datk brown or blackish, each 
feather veiy nairowly edged with ashy , a nauow white line from 
the nostril to the uppei part of the eye and a bioad yellow streak 
from that point to the nape , chin and upper pat tot cheeks w lute , 
loie*», ear-io verts and low ei pint of cheeks blai k, the ear-coverts 
with a streak ot yellow down the middle, a large slaty-blue spot 
on the neck next the ear-coveits, upper plumage oh\e-gieen , 
wings and tail dark brown, the outer webs of the Feathers washed 
with olive-green , the whole low ei plumage, except the clun, deep 
yellow*, washed with olive on the bieast and flanks, under w'uig- 
coverLs and edge oF wing yellow 



Fig 82 — Head of K penieillafa 

Colours of soft parts. Ins bright red, reddish biow n or carmine, 
bill black ; legs and feet dark plumbeous or dark bluish plumbeous 
Measurements length about 100 mm. , wing 80 to 85 mm , 
tail about the same , tarsus about 20 ram. , culinen about 15 mm 
Distribution Ceylon only 

Kldiflcation This bird breeds m Mai ch and April, perlinps 
also in other months, between the foot-hills and about 4,000 feet 
It makes a cup-shaped nest, lather shallow' and flimsy, of dead 
leaves, twigs and gruss, winch it suspends between a vertical fork 
of an outer branch of some small sapling or high bush in the forest 
The eggs, which are alw'ays two m number, are like richly-coloured 
eggs ot /ole iclcrxcft, that is to say the ground-colour is pale pink 
and, they are piofusely covered all ovei with tiny longitudinal 
species of pale pinkish red w'lbli a few undeilymg ones of pale 
lavendei fcJix eggs niensute 22 3x168; 21 8 X 17 0 , 24 2 x 
16 7, 23 6 x 3 6 3 , 240x161, 23 2x16 0 mm 

Saints. The Yellow -eared Bulbul is found principally m forests, 
ascending as high as 7.000 feet blit being most numerous between 
2,000 aud 4,000 feet According to Begge it keeps to low jungle 
and underwood rather than to the higher trees, is restless and 
shy, jet inquisitive and has a note which he describes ns “ wliee 
whee, whee,” quickly repeated It is more a fruit- and seed-eater 
than insectivorous but indulges sometimes in the latter diet 
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Family CERTHIID2E 

The intrinsic muscles of the syunx fixed to the ends of the 
bionchial semi-iings, the edges of both mandibles smooth or 
with a simple noteh on the upper one , hmdei aspect ofc the taisus 
bilammated, the lammee entile and smooth , w mg with ten pn- 
manes and tail with twelve rect rices, tongue non-tnbulai , nostrils 
clear of the line of forehead, the space betvt een the nostril and 
the edge of the mandibles less than the space between the nostnl 
and the culmen , plumage of the young like the adult female, hut 
palei , nostrils baie , rictal bristles absent , the mug is generally 
long or rather long and pointed and the taisus is very shoit, the 
feet being unusually large and strong with long power lul toes 
and claws 

Whereas most authois have given the Oet ihvtd.ce y 01 Tiee- 
Oreepeis, a definite family by themselves, others have united them 
with the Ti oglodytidce or Wiens, whilst others again have united 
the lattei with the Timalviclas 01 STtu cltdce 

Undoubtedly the Wrens and the Certhuilee are very closely 
allied, their strong feet and the entire absence of rictol bristles 
being the most conspicuous cbaiaeters held in common On the 
other hand, the longer wings of the Certhxvdm together with their 
shoit taisi seem to sepaiate them sufficiently distinctly from the 
short, rounded winged Ti oglodytidce with their much longei tarsi. 

The Cei th.xid.ce are found over a considerable portion ot the 
woild and are represented m India by three genera , of these 
one possesses the typical stiff, pointed tail-featheis and two have 
soft, rounded tail-feathers as in the 'Wrens 

j Key to (fenei a. 

A. Tail composed of staff, pointed feathers C* hthia, p 428 

J3 Tail composed of soft, lounded fealUeis 

a. first primary not moie than a quaitei the 

length of the second . . . Salpohnis, p 489 

b first primary about half the length of the 

second . . .... Tichodiioma, p 441 

Genus CERTHIA Linn , 1766 

The genus (Jertlixa, contains tour Indian species which are, 
howeier, divisible into many geographical laces They aie 
resident in the Himalayas and higher hills of Surma, moving 
\eitically to some extent under vaiymg conditions of tempeiature 
Cetthta has only a single moult, in the autumn, JBidduIph’s 
opinion that O . Inmatayawr had both a spring and autumn moult 
being undoubtedly incoriect. 
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The young are colouied like the adult but have signs of cross- 
bars on the loner plumage, especially on the sides of the breast 
and flanks, and are somewhat paler and duller 

In Get thia the bill is as long, 01 neatly us long, as the head, 
slender and cutved downwards The nostrils are long, narrow 
slits The tarsus is scutellated and the toes and claws are 
extremely long 



The w ing is rounded, the first primary being about half the 
length of the second, and the thud a little shoitei than the second 
The tail and w mg about equal in length and the former is com- 
posed of twelie very stiff pointed feathers and greatly graduated 


Key to Species 

A Tail distinctly cross-barred 
13 Tail without* bais or with onlv faint ones 
a Chin, throat and breast white, under tail- 
ed eits full ous 

b 'Whole lowei plumage eaithy-brown 
c Cbm and thioat white, remamdei of lowei 
plumage deep ferruginous 


C himalttyana, p 429 

C faiiiiliarzSj p 4o2 
C discolor , p 435 

C stoltczZ.ee, p 438 


Certhia himalayana. 

Ce i tJna 7nmalayetna is represented m India by four w ell-marked 
races, and is found from Baluchistan and Afghanistan to Yunnan 
and the Shan States It is easily distinguished fiom all other 
fotms of Tree-Ci eeper by its boldly haired tail 

A ey to Subspecies. 

A Upper plumage blnckish brown, strongly 
suffused with ferruginous on the rump 
and upper tail-coverts 
a DaiLei nboi e . abdomen and flanks pale 
smoky -brown tinged w ith full ous 
b Palei aooi e , abdomen and flanks pale 
smoky- bi own with no tinge ot full ous 
B Upper plumage i eri dark, slightly tinged 
with rufous on rump 

C Upper plumage w ith no tinge of l ufous 


C h himalayana , p 430 

C h leentut a , p 431 

C 7i inlet media , p 432 
C h ynnnanensis , p 432 
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(444) Certhia himalayana himalayana. 

Tiejs IIimaIiAYan Tbbb-Cubhpeb. 

Get that himalayana Vigors, 1* Z S , 1831, p. 174 (Himalaya) , Blanf 
& Oates, l, p 320 

Vernacular names OJixui-soi at (Assamese). 

Description Upper plumage and wing-coverts blackish brown, 
the featheis broadly centred fulvous , lowei back, rump, and 
upper tail- co vert b strongly tinged with ferruginous tail pale 
reddish brown, regularly baned with black , a well-developed 
supercilium pale fulvous , ear-coverts black , wxiigs dark brown, 
all the quills except the first three or foui with a broad oblique 
fulvous bund bordered with black, chin and thioat pure white , 
remainder of under plumage pale smolcy-brown tinged strongly 
with fulvous 

Colours of soft parts. Ins dark brown ; upper inaudible dark 
horny-brown or blackish, the lowei mandible fleshy-horny ; legs 
and feet fleshy, claws a little darker 

Measurements. I#ength about 140 mm , wing 65 to 71 mm. ; 
toil 59 to 67 mm. , taisus about 18 min , culmen 15 to 22 mm. 
The bill vanes very greatly, males generally vaty between 19 and 
21 mm. and females between 17 and 20 nun., but other hirds of 
both sexes, possibly young birds though in adult plumage, have 
bills of 15 and 16 mm 

The young in this, ns in all other Cc*th*as, have the lower 
plumage mottled and with indications of bui* 

Distribution South Knslimii , moBt of the Noi th- West Hima- 
layas, Garhwul, Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan to W Assam. 

Hzdzfication The Himalayan Tree-Ci eeper breeds throughout 
its range between 5,000 and 9,000 feet or even higher. It is an 
early breeder JDodsworth took seveial nests at Simla in ApnJ 
and tew buds breed later tlinu May, dui mg which month Battray, 
Buchanan and otlieis found many nests round about tlie Murree 
Hills It builds, like most Tree-Creepers, either in a crevice of a 
tree or m between a loose bit of baik and the trunk, the latter 
being the favouzite position. The nest is made of a little grass or 
moss, often with a foundation of dead leaves, chips ot wood, etc 
and always with a lining ot fur, wool or featheis It may be 
placed at any height from the ground, fiom 10 to 50 feet 

The eggs number four to six and have a white ground, generally 
tinged with pink and are piofusely spotted all ovei with light to 
dark brownish- red oi pinkish-red A. few eggs have the ground 
pure white and the marks of dark leddish-biown m a ling round 
the larger end. Fifty egg<* average 15 8 x 12 2 mm The maxima 
ate 17 6x124 and 16 !ix 12 9 mm and the iiiiiiiiun 14 7 X 11 9 
and 14 9x11 8 nun The shape is .i fanly broad oval and the 
textuie is hue but glossless 

Habits This Cl eeper may be rarely found ns low ns 4,000 feet 
in winter and in suinmci ascends to some 10,000 feet. It is, of 
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course, only found ui heavily-forested aieas but it does not keep 
entirely to the interior of forest, vvandeung freely into the more 
open country wherever there are huge trees foiunug suitable 
hunting-grounds They are intensely active, lestless little birds, 
never still £01 a minute, scuttling hither and thither, now racing 
over the trunk of the tree, now scrambling along the under 
sui face of one of the smallei boughs The}', unlike the Wood- 
peckers and Barbets, are just as fond of mnning down as> running 
up the tiunks of trees, but their geneial method is to work a tree 
upwards before taking flight to the next Then oidtnaiy note is 
a very feeble little squeak, which develops into a loudei, fuller 
series of notes m the breeding season 
They are entirely insectivorous 

(445) Certhia hunalayana taemura."* 

The Tuekesiax Tree- Cheeper 
Oeithta tcentura Severtz , Tuik Jevotn , p 138 (1873) (Turkestan). 
Vernacular names None recorded 

Description This race differs from the pieceding bird m being 
much palei, more brown, less black , tbe under parts, except the 
chin and throat, aie all smoky-biown with no tinge of fulvous. 
Colours of soft parts as in the Himalayan Tree-Creeper 
Measurements. Wing 65 to 73 mm , tail about 52 to 65 mm ; 
tarsus about 18 mm. , culmen about 18 to 21 nun Stanford 
xemarks tnat tcen.vu.ra has a much longer bill than Jumalayana , the 
British Museum senes does not confirm this 

Distribution Turkestan, Afghanistan, Baluchistan, Grilgit, 
Noith and Central Kashmir, Ciutral, BZaram Valley, etc 

Nidiiication The Turkestau Tree-Creepei is found breeding 
between 5,000 and 12,000 feet over all the mountains of extreme 
Noith-West India 'Whitehead found it breeding in some numbers 
in the Safed Koh up to 9,000 feet aud in North Kas hmir it 
breeds m great numbers up to 10,000 feet The nest differs m 
no v ay hom that of the Kunalayau Tree-Creepei and the eggs 
canuot be distinguished from those of that bud I’orty eggs 
aveiage Id 9 x 11 9 mm and the extremes of length aud bieadtk 
ate 17 5 x 12 3 mm and 14 9x11 3 mm 

It breeds later than the preceding bird, most eggs being laid 
duiitig the fiist week m June or the last few days or JVTay 

* Memertzhegen lias recently separated another form as intermediate 
between himalaya.no. and tcentura under the name of miles (JBull HOC tin 
June, 1922) It is true that the birds from Central Kashmir and y W India 
are somewhat intermediate between tbe two but the great maj ority seem to me 
to be easily referable to one or the other race and a thud race appears to be 
unnecessary, for on the dividing lines of all subspecies intermediate birds must 
occur Memertzhagen is wrong in crediting tcentura. with a longer culmen 
than hunalayana. 
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Habits. Those oE the genus "Whitehead says — “The call 
note is a faint squeak, mrely heard m winter. Xn summer its 
loud but rather monotonous song is constantly uttered. Xt does 
not by any means restrict itself to trees X have often noticed 
it climbing up walls ” 

This Tree-Creeper is found up to 12,000 feet m summer but, 
on the other hand, in winter descends to 4,000 feet or lower still 
in the Afghanistan and Baluchistan Hills. 

(446) Certhia himalayana yunnanensis. 

Tub Yunnan Tebe-Chbepeh . 

Cet thta yunnancnna Sharpe, Bull 13 O. C., acm, p.ll (1902) (Yunnnn). 

Vernacular names Hone recorded 

Description. Similar to C h. hvnxalayona but with the whole 
upper plumage veiy black without any ferruginous tint. Below 
it is dull smoky-giey, albescent on the chin and throat. 

Colours of soft parts not recorded. Xn the dry skin they do 
not difier from the same putts m typical hmxttlayana. 

Measurements Wing 68 to 71 mm. , tail 58 mm , tarsus 17 to 
18 mm , culmen 19 to 20 mm 

Distribution Yunnan and Northern Shan States. 

ISTidiflcation unknown. 

Habits This bud was found by Xtippon to be fairly numerous 
at heights vaiymg between 7,000 and 9,000 feet m Yunnan 


(447) Certhia himalayana intermedia. 

Tin. Chin Hills Txirf-Cuhepeb 

Get thru Iitinnlm/rtnii itifet media Kmnenr, Bull B O C., xli, p 139 
(1921) (3SIt Victoria) 

Vernacular names. Hone recorded. 

Description Similar to the Yunnan Tree-Creeper but with a 
distinct, lufous tinge on the rump and lower back Xt is closer to 
this last Tiee-Greeper than to the Himalayan bird. 

Colours of soft parts ai e apparently the same as m Ttxmalayana . 

Measurements Wing 65 to 73 mm. ; tail 55 to 72 mm., tarsus 
16 In 17 imn , culmen 17 to 19 mm 

Distribution Chin llills only so far as is known at present. 

NidifLcation and Habits. Hothiug recorded 

Certhia familiaris. 

In India we have three laces representative ot the Common 
European Tree-Crecpei which are found fioin Hoi th- West India 
to South-East Tibet and Horlli-Eust Xncliiu Hills 
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JCey to Subspecies 

A Upper plumage darlc brow n , lower back and 
lump ferruginous 

B Uarkei above, with * ery little feirugmous 
on back 01 rump 

G Paler abov e , only a tinge oi fulvous on the 
1cm ei back and rump 


C / nipalenstSf p 4.33. 
C / khamensis , p 434 
C / hodgnom, p. 434 


(448) Certhia familians nipalenszs. 

The Nepal Thee-Cheepeh 

Certhia ntpalensis Blytli, J A S B , nr, 2, p. €81 (.1845) (Nepal) , 
JBlanf i' Oates, l, p 330. 

■Vernacular names Hao-inojo (Cacharc) , Tnrin-m-jet (Naga) 

Description XJppei plumage and w ing-eoverts v ery dark brown, 
streaked with bright rufous and with a few' additional streaks of 
blackish and fulvous-w hue , lower back and rump ferruginous , 
tail brown faintly tinged with reddish , a fulvous white super- 
cilium from the nostuls to the nape , lores and ear-coverts mixed 
blown and rufous , wrings brown, the primaries with an oblique 
band of fulvous edged with black, cbm and throat pure white; 
abdomen, flanks and under tail-coverts fulvous-white 

Colours of soft parts Ins brown ; uppei mandible horny 
biown, lowei xnand ble fleshy horny , legs and feet flesfi-colom 

Measurements Wing 67 to 71 mm , tail 57 to 76 mm , tnisus 
about 18 mm , culmen 13 to 15 mru 

t Distribution Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan and hills North and South 
of the Brahmaputia aboie 6,600 feet 

N ldification A. nest taken by myself m N Cacbar was com- 
posed entirely of scraps of soft green mass, foiming a pad fitting 
into a hollow betw'een n projecting piece of bark and the trunk ot 
a tiee at about 25 feet from the ground There were only- thiee 
eggs wlucli weie taken as I had to leaie the place, or doubtless 
moie would have been laid In coIoul the} are a pure white with 
tiny spots ot reddish, puncipally in a ung about the larger end 
They weie taken on the 11th -April 1890 (lecoided m enor 16th 
May, Journal B N H. S and * This ’), aud measure 17 7 x 13 1 mm 
They will possibly eventually pio\e to he abnoimally large, pale 
eggs hut X witched the paient birds foi horns previously and am 
certain of their identity 

Habits These are in no way diffcient from those of the 
Himalayan Tiee-Cieepei It is found principal!* between 7,000 
and 10,000 feet North ot the Bialimaputra and ceitainly ascends 
to 12,000 and 13,000 feet dining tlie summei South of the 
Biahmaputra it was not very rare eithei m Noith Cacliai or 
the lvliavia Hills at 6,000 feet, being found as low as 5,000 feet 
It is essentially a bud oi pine and fu foiests but X found it also 

TOE I 2 1 
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in mixed oak and lliododendi on and, though J failed to find its 
nest, it certainly bred in the lattei m the Khosia Mills Its voice 
is a very Sat-like little squeak but I have never heaid its song 


(449) Certhia familiaris khaxnensis. 

The Tibetan Taee-Cbekper. 

Certhia Zhatnen&ts Bianchi, Sharpe, Hand-1. 13 , iv, p 355, descnp- 
tion p 300 (1893) 

Vernacular names None recoided. 

Desci lption This race is neax to the preceding but the upper 
plumage is still darker and has less rufous , on the undei paits the 
breast is more white and the abdomen, flanks and undei tnil- 
coverts are pale smoky -biown instead of fulvous 
Colours of soft parte as m the preceding bird 

measurements Wing about 69 to 70 mm , tail 65 to 68 mm , 
tarsus 18 mm , culmen consideiably longei than m mp&lensis, 
measuring about 17 to 18 mm 

Distribution So nth -Mast Tibet Eggs of a Cheeper sent me 
from the Clmmbi Valley, South Tibet, may be either of this or the 
preceding form The recoid of the ISTepal Tiee-Creeper from 
the extreme Morth-Enst of the ICachm Mills ( Harzngton ) is almost 
suie to lefer to this bird 

Midification and Habits Nothing known. 

(480) Certhia familiaris hodgsoni. 

Hougsos’s Taeb-Cbeefek 

Cat tkza hodgson * Brooks, J. A. S B., xli, p 74 (1872) (Kashmir) , 
Blauf & Oates, i, p 329 

Vernacular names. None recorded 

Description This Tree-Creeper diffeis fiom both the otbei 
Indian races of this species in being much paler above, the 
rutous tinge is absent but the l ump and uppei tail-covei ts have a 
wash of fulvous, below it is almost entirely white, \wth merely 
a tinge of fulvous on the postenor flanks and under tail-coverts 
Colours of soft parts as m the preceding laces 
measurements This is decidedly the smallest of the three 
laces. 'Wing 63 to 66 mm ; tail 60 to 61 mm , taisus about 
17 mm , culmen about 16 to 3 8 mm 

Distribution. Graihwal to I?oi th-'W esfc jLulumr 
Midificatnon The nest of this bud vs ns first taken by Captain 
Cook at Qulmurg in Kashmir and it has also been taken by llattray, 
Buchanan and others zn Manga Grali and Chang la Grab m the 
Muiree Mills The birds are late breedeis, Capfc Cock's* nests weie 
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taken in eaily June and the otheis between the ISth and the end 
o£ that month The nest is like those of the rest of the genus, a 
pad of moss, lined with a few feathers and placed high up in 
a crevice or in between the tree and some piojeetiug piece of 
baik The eggs aie like those of Tixmalaya.no, but apparently vary 
greatly m size, twenty-fi\e eggs nverage 15 8x119 mm and 
the greatest length and bieadtli «u e 16 8x126 mm and the 
least 14 8 x 11 1 and 15 O x 11 0 mm 

Hab its This Tiee-Cieeper seems to be a bird of rather highei 
elevations than most, nevei descending below about 7,500 feet m 
the breeding season and ascending up to 10,000 feet With this 
exception there is nothing special calling foi remark about it 


Certhia discolor Blvth. 

Foiu laces of this species aie found within the limits of this 
work, ranging horn Nepal to the extieme east of Burma and the 
Shan States , these four include one hitherto undescribed but 
refened to by Oates as being found in Kareuni and as bemg 
msepaiable from the Sikkim bird ^Further material, however, 
shows that when senes fiom the two places are compared one 
with the other they differ very gieatly and can be easily distin- 
guished fiom one anothei 


Key to Subspecies 


A Lower plumage eai th^ -bio « n, ful vescen t 
on posterior flanks and. abdomen 
B Lower plumage moie fulvous, especially 
on throat 

C Much darkei above , dun, throat and 
bieast i eddish fulvous 
jy Veiy dull, with little ferruginous above 
and no fulvous tint below 


C d discolor , p. 435 
C d man ipm e/isis, p 437. 
C d victor ite, p 437 
C d JultgmoscCj p 438 


G d- fultginosa is nob unlike G d met idtondlis Bob & JEQoss, 
Ibis, 1919, p 609, but can be distinguished by its palei lower 
plumage which is moie a smoky giey than daik grey and without 
any tinge of rufous on the belly 


(451) Certhia discolor discolor. 

Tun Sikkim Tale- C n ei jut 

Certhia discolor Blvth, J A S B , xiv, p 580 (1845) (Daiieebnsr) , 
Blanf & Oates, i, p 331 * 

Vernacular names Saddyer -pho (Lepcha) 

Description Uppei plumage dark brown, streaked with falv ous , 
rump and uppei tail-coverls blight ten ugmous , tail bright leddisli- 
biown with red shafts and obsoletely cross-raj ed , wings dark 

2x2 
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bionn w ltli the usual fulvous, black-edged baud across all but the 
first four pi mmries ; most of the quills tipped with white and the 
latei ones with a fulvous stiealc near the end of the outer web; 
low er plumage earthy-brown, palei and full escent on the posterior 
flanks and abdomen , under tail-co\eifcs ferruginous , a cheek- 
stripe rufous or fulvous-rufous , under wing-co verts and axillaiies 
w lute 



Fig 84 — Head of C d diacnlot 

Colours of* soft parts li is dark bi ow n to red-bi ow n , bill 
above daik hoiny-biown, almost black on ctilmen, below' pale 
horny , legs and feet pule flesliy-brow n or pale brow n 

Measurements Wing 67 to 71 mm ; tail 75 to 77 mm , taisus 
about 18 min , culmen 13 to 15 mm. 

Distnbntion The Himalayas from Nepal to E Assam, both 
Naith and South of the Biahinapufra. 

Nidificatzon The only nests and eggs of this bud recorded 
appeal to be those taken by myself in Noith Cachar and the 
Khasia Hills In these lulls 1 found the bird veiy nue and 
breeding only in the stunted oak forest in the former district and 
in pine-woods in the latter lu ueithei case did they bleed below 
5,000 feet. The nests are the usual pads of moss mside a bioken 
piece of baik but m the few J saw all had fauly thick linings of 
fur eithei of the Bamboo-iat oi of a shrew They w ere placed 
between IS and 30 feet fiom the ground and they contained liotu 
3 to 5 eggs These aie ty pic ll Tree-Ci eepers’ eggs and some aie 
not separable fiom brightly coloured pink eggs of hvmalayana and 
/ami2m> w but ns a whole they are much leddei eggs the spots 
being almost a pure red oi pinky-red Twenty-foui eggs aierage 
16 3x IS 5 mm., and the exti ernes aie 17 5x 1 2 9 and 17'4 x 13 0 
min and 15 2x123 and 154x110 iniu v The buds are eailv 
bieedeis, commencing in early Apul and continuing until the 
second week m May. 

Habits The Sikkim Tiee-Creepei is found noith of the 
IBialunaputia between 6,000 and 10,000 ieet but on the south of 
that n\ ei between 5,000 and 8,000 feet oi a little luglici than this 
m the Haga Hills In its habits generally it is like all ofhei Tree- 
Cieepeis but it seems to keep much to the mteiioz of forests 
whether of pme oi other tiees and it is a \eiv sliv, quiet little 
bud, lesentmg observation moie than most of the othei members 
of the genus 
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(452) Certhia discolor mampnrensis. 

UtTME’s Tk m>CHEEPtE . 

CeitJna mampm cnsit> Hume, S F , x, p 151 (1881) (Manipiu) , 
Blnnf & Oates, i, p 331 

Vernacular names l r 6h-ti-ti-hnq (Manipun) 

Description Differs fiom the piecedinq bird m ha\ nig the 
upper pints dnruei and the tin oat more fulioas 

Colours of soft parts ns in C d discoloi 

measurements Wmg 66 to 71 min t tail 65 to 68 mm. tarsus 
17 to 18 mm culmen 15 to 1 6 5 inm 

Distribution Manipur and the Chin Hills South and Hast of 
that State The bird to rhe Hist of the Inawaddv is not Lnonn 
and may be either the Manipur bird or some otliei form 

Nidification Rests and eggs taken by Mackenzie m the Chin 
Hills, not fat from the Manipur border, are just like those of tlie 
Sikkim Tiee-Creeper but the former were placed m small holes m 
trees Mackenzie describes them ns little pads of moss lined 
with a few feathers and a little “ fluff ” An egg sent me, one of 
a clutch of four, measures 16 5 x 12 9 mm but others in Mr Mac- 
kenzie’s own collection ate longer, measuring 17 2 to 17 5 mm 
This clutch was taken, hard set, on the 7tli of May, hut young 
birds were seen on the wing and shot on this date Two other 
eggs taken by Mr IT Grant measure 16 5 x 12 4 and 15 9 X 13 ram 

Habits Quite similar to that of the Sikkim Tree-Creeper 


(453) Certhia discolor victories. 

Tub Chin Hills Teee-Cbeepbe 

Get thin victoi its Rippon, Dull B O C,xu, p 87 (1 908; (Mt Vic- 
toria) 

Vernacular names None recoided 

Description SStmilai to the Sikkim Tree-Creeper but much 
daikei above, a blackish brown, with less fulvous, the throat, 
chin and breast are a daik reddish-fulvous and the abdomen and 
flanks me also daikei and more tinged with fulvous 

Colours of soft parts as in the last bird 

Measurements Wmg 63 to 72 mm , tail 65 to 70 mm , tnisus 
17 to 18 mm , culmen 15 to 17 5 mm 

Distribution So fai obtained only in the high peaks round 
about Mt Victoria in the South Chiu Hills. 

Nidification and Habits Nothing recorded 
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<454) Certhia discolor fulig-inosa, subsp no\ 

Tjtxs K.ajteh’nj TuBB-Oat'BEPFn 

Description This little Cieeper has hitherto heen accepted as 
the same as the Sikkim Tree-Ci eepei , from which, howevei, it 
is veiy different. It is both daiker and dullei on the upper 
plumage, the hi on u blackei and the fulvous duller and less m 
extent , below, the whole plumage is a smoky brown with no tint 
of fulvous an v where 

Colours^ of soft parts and Measurements as m C <2 cfoscoloi 

Tifpe Xo 1903 12 24 363, not sexed Loi-pong Nan, Mekong, 
7,000 feet Apiil 1902 H M Thompson & Craddock Coll 
^British Museum 

Distribution Shan States to Karen m 

]KT ldification and Habits Nothing recorded. 

(455) Certhia stoliczkee. 

Stoliczka’s TnE£-CnBHFEn 

Cei thta stoltczsJccB Biooks, J A S 23, xlu, 2, p 260 (Sikkim)* 
Blanf & Oates, i, p 332 

Vernacular names Dao~mojo~gajao (Caehari) 

Description Upper plumage black streaked with fulvous, the 
wing-coverts black with fulvous tips ; rump and upper tail-coverts 
ferruginous , tail brown, the shafts reddish and the outer webs 
tinged with i eddish , quills dark biown, all but the first four with 
the usual oblique fulvous and black band , the quills tipped with 
buff and w itli a subterminal band of buff on the outer webs , cbm 
and thioat whitish , featheis round the eye, supercihum and cheeks 
buff, centre of breast and abdomen pale fulvous , sides of these 
parts, vent aud under tnil-coverts deep ferruginous , under wing- 
coverts and axillaraes pale fulvous 

Colours of soft parts. Iris red-brown, upper mandible dark 
homy-brown ; base of upper and whole lower mandible pale 
horny ; legs and feet pale fleshy horny. 

Measurements Wing 67 to 74? min , tail 64 to 71 mm. ; tarsus 
about 18 mm. ; culmen 13 to 18 mm , generally about 16 mm 

Distribution Sikkim and Shutan to £ Assam. X found it 
m the Worth Cachar Hills at 5,000 feet m winter and it possibly 
extends to the Naga Hills and IVlampui 

Hidification unknown. 

Habits Those of the genus. In N. Cachar it haunted the 
stunted oak forests between 5,000 and 6,000 feet, scrambling m 
and out of the long mtss which covered every tree and hunting 
for injects m the masses of orchids and long streamers of moss 
as well as m the crevices in the bark X never heard it utter any- 
thing but a very low squeak and it seemed a \ery silent bud 
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G^nus SALFOBNIS G-rny, 1847. 

The genus Salpornzs contains tn o species, one Indian and the 
other African Xt differs from Cei thza in many remarkable 
respects, although bearing a great geneial resemblance to it It 
has an extreme! v long, pointed wing, with a minute first primary, 
whilst the second primary leaches to the end of the wmg The 
foot, also, is differently shaped 



Fig 85. — Foot of Salporms 

Salp>omis has a typical Ceithia’s bill, though it is longer than it 
is m most birds of that genus , the tarsus is short and the hind 
claw is much shorter than the hind toe The tail is composed of 
~L2 soft, rounded feathers and is neatly square 

The sexes are alike and the young are similar to the adult 
There is apparently no spring moult 

(456) Salpomis spilonotns. 

Tub Spotted-Ghet Cheeper. 

Ccitfna spilonota Frankl , P Z S , 1831, p 121 (Ganges between 
Calcutta and. Hen axes) 

Salporms spilonota Blanf & Oates, m, p 333 
Vernacular names. XT’one recorded 



Fig 86. — Head of 47 spilonotus 

Description Whole upper plumage, wings and tail black, spotted 
and bnrred with white , forehead and crown brownish ; a broad 
white supercilium ; lores and a line through the eye unspotted 
black , chin and throat white, the sides of the latter sometimes 
speckled with black ; lower plumage pale cinnamon-fulvous barred 
with black and with white tips to some of the feathers 

Colours of soft parte Ins dark brow n ; bill above dark blackish 
horny, below pale homy , legs and feet dark plumbeous. 
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Measurements Length about 150 mm , wing 84 to 91 mm., 
tail 45 to 52 in in , tarsus about 17 mm , calmeu 21 to 24 mm 

Distribution Nothing has been added to our knovi ledge of this 
bud s distribution since 1889 Throughout a considerable portion 
of the plains ot India, from the foot of the Himalayas South to 
the Kistnn Bivei On the West the limits of this species appear 
to be Grui gaon, Sambhar, A]iner and Abu Puither South it has 
been met with at ZDhulia m Kliandesli and Blanfoid lecoids it 
fiom Chanda, Sirancha and the Groda\ ai i Valley Ball obtained 
it at Sambulpar and at uinous localities m Chutia iNhgpore and 1 
have seen a specimen collected somewhere m Behai 

Kidificatxon The nest of this bud was fiist taken by Cleveland 
at Grurgaon on the 16th of Apul and subsequently Mi T It Bell 
took a good many nests duung March and Apul at Khandesh 
The nests are extraoi diunry and bear no leseinblance to those of 
Tree-Creepei s of the genus Get fJvut They are shallow cup-shaped 
affairs made of a matted mass of scraps of leaf-stalks and leaves, 
bits of balk and lichen bound together with spideis* webs and 
decorated externally with lichen, spiders* egg-bags, and cateipillni 
excreta. The position selected is the horizontal branch of a tree, 
generally at some point where a vertical twig or shoot can be used 
as a support to one of the sides. The nests ore always placed in 
leafless tiees on the hare branches and are practically musible 
from below, so that the birds must be watched on to the nests 
befoie they can be found Sometimes, howeiei, the sitting hen 
gives away her position by answering ber mate as he sits singing 
in the vicinity of the nest The number of eggs seem to be 
neaily always two and veiy rarely three and these, too, are quite 
unlike what we should have expected The gi ound-colour is a 
grey, or gieenish-white according to Cleveland, and the markings 
consist of very daik brown tiny spots and specks sparsely scattered 
ovei the greater part of the egg but sometimes more numerous m 
an ill-defined cap or ring at the laiger end. Cleveland's egg 
measured 17 3 x 13 4 mm and those given me by Mr. Bell 
average about 16*9 x 13 0 mm The surface is smooth and fine 
but dull and not very hard. 

Habits This Creeper is a bird of the plains, being found in 
small flocks in winter and in pairs as soon as the breeding season 
commences. Davidson 'found it not uncommon in Eliandesh, 
common m the noi them end of the 'Western Chats along the 
Tapti Biver The country liei e is hot and low-lying, mostly' flat out 
containing small wooded hills They haunt the larger trees for 
preference, but are also sometimes found on smaller ones and they 
frequent both forest and more open w ell-wooded countiy Their 
actions on a tree are much the same as those of birds of tiie genus 
Certhia. and they are equally active and quick m their movements 
Blanford records their flight as rather swift and their call as a 
Whistling note. 
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Genus TICHODROMCA Uliger, 1811. 

The genus Txchodroma contains the one species, the well-known 
"Wall-Creeper, which breeds throughout the higher Himalayas, 
descending lowei in the \i inter 

The Wall-Creeper, in addition to a complete autumn moult, has 
a partial one in the spung by ulucli the coloui of the chin and 
tin oat is changed The sexes differ slightly from one another m 
summer The young buds lesemble the -adults m winter plumage 
very closely, but they haie more spots on the wings and these 
rufous instead of white They also haie less crimson on the 
wing 

Tichodroma has a i ery long, slender and almost straight hill, 
longer than the head, with long, narrow slits foi nostrils The 
wmg is extremely large, but rounded, not pointed, the fiist 
primary being about half the length of the second and the second 
and third also shorter than the tip of the wing The tail is com- 
posed of tw eh e soft feathers, about half as long as the wing and 
very slightly rounded The tarsus is smooth and the hind claw 
longer than its toe 



Fig 87 — Head of T mui m ta 


(457) Tichodroma muraria. 

The Wall-Ceeepee. 

Ceithta mm ana .Linn , S N,i,p 184 (1766) (S Eui ope) 
Tichodroma mm ana Slant & Oates, i, p 384 

Vernacular names. JDewal GfatytiL (Pushtu), Sag-gorsa-lamdong- 
p7io (Xiepcha) , Suppurotsu (Chamba) 

Description In winter plumage the forehead, crown, nape and 
enr-coveits are 'brown , a ring round the eye and a slioit super- 
cilium white; loies mixed ashy and brown, hind neck, back and 
scapulars ashy grey ; rump and upper tail-co\ erts iron-grey , 
lesser wing-coveits bright crimson, the outer gi eater coverts and 
prnnary-coveits brown on the inner and dull cumson on the outer 
webs , the inner greater coveits and inner secondaries bi own 
tinged with ashy , wiuglet brown , quills black tipped with 
whitish ; the outer webs of the primaries and outer secondaries, 
except the first three, with the basal halves crimson , the first four 
primaries each with two large white spots on the inner webs , tail 



442 


OEBTSIlSiE 


black tipped with ashy, which gradually changes to white and 
increases in extent towaids the outer tail-feathers , chin and 
throat puie white, letnamdei of lower plumage ashy slate, the 
under tail-eovei ts lunged with white , axillanes crimson. 

Colours of soft parts Iris dark bi own , bill, legs and feet black 

Measurements Total length about 170 to 180 mm ; wmg 94 
to 102 mm , tail about 50 to 54 mm , taisus 25 to 27 mm , 
culmen 27 to 32 mm 

In summer the ciown of tlie head becomes grey and the chin 
and throat black The female has generally' rather less black on 
the throat than the male 

The young resemble the adult m wintei plumage but there is 
less crimson on the wing and all the quills have each two rufous 
spots ou the inner web These spots gradually disappear, except 
on the first foui laige piimaues, where they eventually turn white 

Distribution Tlie mountains of Europe and Asia, breeding 
throughout the Himalayas at suitable elevations and descending 
low'er in vvmtei, occasionally 'venturing actually into the plains m 
exceptionally cold weather 

Hidification. The Wall-Creeper breeds tluoughout the Hima- 
layas between 1-1,000 and 10,000 feet, m some cases as low as 
12,000 feet 'Whitehead found it bleeding in Clutral and the 
Kminm Valley and Whymper actually' found its nest with young in 
June m tlie Liidar Valley m Gnrhw al The young w ere old enough 
to lea>e the nest on the 27th of that month In Tibet it breeds m 
some numbers just nbov e the Gy antse Plums at little ov er 12,000 feet, 
laying m the earh part ol j\Iny onwards. Owing to the inacies- 
sible places in which it builds and to its habit of placing its nest 
deep down m crevices of unbreakable rock, few nests have been 
taken in Xndia, though the Tibetans know well many places m 
which it breeds The nest is just a pad of moss and grass, more 
or less mixed and lined with wool, fur or liair, wedged 
into the bottom of some deep but nairow cxevice of the rock-face 
of a precipitous cliff The eggs number Tour to six and are 
puie, but ratliei dull, white with a few specks and spots of black 
or deep led-brovvn at the largei cud. In shape they are broad 
ovals, decidedly compie&sed and pointed at the sinnller end The 
measurements * of 26 eggs, including 15 mentioned by Hartert, 
are — average 213x14*9 mm , maxima 227x157 and 20 8 x 
16 0 ram., minima 20 0 x 14 0 xnm. 

Habits Tins beautiful little bird haunts the face of precipitous 
cliffs aud gieat locks, scuttling about over tlieir surface just as the 
Tree-Creepers do over the trunks of great trtes Unlike the 
Tree-Creepers, howevei, they' have a habit of constantly fluttering 
about the holes and crevices ns they seatch for then insect food 
and, w'hcn so employed, they are singularly like large and beautiful 
butterflies. This curious habit has earned them the name of 
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Butterfly-birds in many languages and m countries as far apart 
as Switzerland and Eastern Tibet Their trivial name of 'Wall- 
Creeper is given tbem on account of their resorting to the nails 
of buildings and retaining wails of loads etc, when they lea\e 
their wilder, uninhabited summer forests and visit the lower hills 
and plains of Europe It is a not uncommon cage-bird in 
Switzerland and will lay freely m captivity, though no instances 
are recorded of theiT retiring any young under these conditions 
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Family TROGLODYTID-®. 

The birds of this fmmly are very close to those of the last but 
seem to be sufficiently divided by the short, sounded wings of the 
Wrens as compaied with the longei, pointed wings of the Tree- 
Creepers , the taisi also are longei and the bill, though varying 
in shape from the cunous wedge-shaped bill of SpJienocich In to the 
thin, narrow bill of Ti oglodytes , is nevei like the long, slight bill 
of Gertlita with the culmen curved downwards practically from 
its base 

Xn the Troglod.yttd.ee the tail is composed of soft feathers 
numbering fiom 6 m Tnoepyga and 10 in JSpelceomts to 12 in 
others, the taisi and feet are very strong, these are no nctal 
bristles except m the rather aberrant genus Testa The young of 
the spotted forms are much less barred oi spotted than the ndults, 
whilst the young of Testa have quite a different coloration to that 
of either patent In some of the genera the sexes are alike, 
whilst m othei s they differ greatly. 


JTey to Genet a. 

A Without any nctnl bristles 
a Tail much shorter than wing 
a' Tail of twelve feathers 

a" Tail not greatly graduated, the outer- 
most feathers about three-quarters 
length of central 

b’’ Tail much graduated, outermost 
feathers only naif length of central 
b' Tail of ten feathers 
e' Tail of six. feathers 
b Tail and wing about the same in length 
B. "With well-dev eloped nctal hustles 


Tkoglodytes, p 44 4 

Elachdba, p 448 
Spxi^BOBins, p 451. 
Pnokpyga, p 457 
Sphenocichla, p 460 
Tjbsia, p 462 


Genus TROGLODYTES Vieill., 1807. 

The name Troglodytes has been z ejected as it was first applied 
to an American Wren , as this species, howevei, is quite con- 
generic with the English Wren, of which the Indian loims are 
hut local races, zt should be letamed. 

In Tt oglodytes the sexes-are alike and the young bird is similar 
to the adult The bill is very slender and feeble and about half the 

length of the head, the wing is' extremely short and rounded, 
the first primary beiug about two-thuds the length of the second ; - 
the tail, of 1 2 feathers, is shorter than the wing and not veiy 
much graduated, the outei feathers being about thiee-quarters 
the length of the central ones , the tarsi and claw s are long and 
slender 
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Troglodytes troglodytes. 


Sley to Suhspetn.es 

Upper plumage very dark rufous-brown 
Uppei plumage rufous-brown, not i eiy dark 
Upper plumage a much paler rufous-brown 
a Wmg 47 to 51 mm , culmen 11 to 
11 5 mm 

b Wing 53 to 56 mm. , culmen about 
13 mm . . 


T t mpalensts, p 445 
T t taiifuenaiSj p 446 

T t neglectus, p 446 
T t tibetanus, p 448 



Fig 88 — Send of T t mpalensts 


(458) Trogolodytes troglodytes nipalensis. 

The Nepaj4 Week 

Ji oalodytes mpalensts Uodgs , Blyth, J A S. B , xir. p GS9 
(1845) (Nepal) JL 

Antn thin a mpalensts Blanf & Oates, i, p 337 

Vernacular names, il/ai chch-pho (Xiepcha) 

Description Upper plumage dark rufous-brow n, the lower 
back, wings and tail closely baired with black, sides of tbe bead, 
lore ^ and an indistinct superciliuxn brown with tiny rufous-ashy 
spots, lowei plumage rutous-brow n, almost immaculate on the 
chin, tbioat and uppei breast m old birds, elsewhere closely 
baired with black, often with some albescent on the belly and 
with some white spots on tbe under tail-coi erts 

Some birds have a few small white spots on the lesser and 
median wing-co\ei(s, a featuie found occasionally in all the races 
of this species Xu the same way the bairmg on the sides of the 
tbioat and neck lanes very much m extent 

Colours of soft parts Ins hazel , bill dark brown, fleshy at tbe 
base, legs fleshy -brown to homy-brown 

Measurements Total length about 95 mm , wing 48 to 53 mm , 
tail 27 to SO mm , tarsus 19 to 20 mm , culmen 11 to 12 mm 
Distribution Sikkim and Nepal to Bhutan Specimens from 
Gtarhw al appear to be of this race, w hilst those from Simla are 
nearer to « egl eclits Specimens collected by "Wliymper are un- 

doubtedly mpalensts but Osmaston lecords two specimens of 
negtectus taken by him in the Not them paits of Grarhwal Very 
possibly Gailiwol forms the connecting aiea between the two sub- 
species. 
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Nidificati on The onlv collector who has seen, the nest and 
eggs o£ this Wren is Mi S L Whymper, who describes them as 
follows — “ Two nests were found with eggs and three with 
young birds, all in crevices m birch- trees, fiom 20 to 30 feet up, 
a decidedly different situation to all the nests of the Kashmir 
Wren X have seen or heard of The nests were large and domed, 
made of moss, grass and leaves and very thickly lined with 
feathers The eggs were w hite with a few red specks.** An egg 
subsequently sent me by Mr 'Whymper measures 1.6 6 x 12 6 mm 
and is not distinguishable from those of T t neglectus Xt was 
taken on the 29th of June 

Habits There is not much on record about this "Wien but the 
habits are not likely to differ from those of neglectus Whymper 
found it m Tehii-Ghihwal between 11,000 and 13,000 feet Xn 
Sikkim, Blanford found it hunting over loose, moss-coveied stones, 
constantly entei mg tlie crevices between the blocks and emerging 
again at a considerable distance He usually saw the birds m 
small families, three or four togethei, hunting on the giound and 
low bushes and vs itli the same predilection lor exploring hollows 
under stones 


(459) Troglodytes troglodytes talifuensis. 

The Tekkak Wwar. 

Tt oi/lodytes taZtfucnsis Sharpe, Bull 33 O C , -vui, p 77 (1002) 
(XVililu, Yunnan) 

Vernacular names Hone recorded 

Description Sunilai to the preceding race but not so dailc 
eithei above or below 

Colours of soft parts as in T t ni^aknm 

Measurements Wiug 47 to 52 mm., tail 29 mm., tarsus 
about 17 to 18 mm , culmen 11 to 11 5 mm. 

The spotting on the wing-coverts is very conspicuous on the 
type-specimen but m others is no more developed than in many 
specimens of the other subspecies, and this appears to be purely 
an individual chaiacteristie* 

Distribution Yunnan, Shan States and Northern Siam 

Nidification unknown 

Habits Nothing recorded 


(460) Troglodytes troglodytes neglectus. 

The Kashmir When - . 

2'/ orjlodt/tes neylertns Bioolvs, J A S 33 , -\li, p 328 (1872) (Kashmu). 
u±noi thru a neglecltt 33lanf & Oates, i, p 338 

Vernacular names None lecoided 
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Description Like T t mpalensis but \ ery much paler all over 
The brown is not nearly so deep,, less rufous and in some cases 
with almost a gtej tint 

Colours of soft parts Iris brow n or hazel-brow ti , bill horny- 
brown or fleshy-brown 

Measurements I cannot make out this bud to be smaller than 
T t mpalensis or to have 1 lsiblv smaller or w eaker feet and legs 
than that bird Wing 47 to 51 mm , tail 20 to 30 mm , tarsus 
19 to 20 mm , culmen 11 to 11 5 nun 

Zh oglodytes mctr/i atht ('Whitehead, Bull B O C, axi, p 19, 
1907 Snied Xoli) cannot be sepaiabed hom neglectus 

Distribution Fiom the border lulls of Afghanistan and Balu- 
chistan tluoughout the whole of Xaslmur to the Simla Sills 

Nidificatio n Whitehead found the Xashniu Wien bleeding on 
the Sated Ivoli between 8,500 and 1 2 000 feet and it breeds 
fieely tluoughout Kashmu between 6,000 and 10,000 feet The 
most usual foim of nest is a Inrgt domed affaii , constructed prin- 
cipally of moss and dense!}*- lined with featheis which is placed 
on the ground on a bank between the loots of a pine or under a 
bouldei , mot e raiely they may be placed among creepers on a 
tree or in a specially dense bunch of foliage Davidson, however, 
also took eggs fiom holes both m banks and trees in which the 
nests consisted meiely of a few featheis and a few odd scraps -of 
other matenals The eggs jiurabei four or file and are a puie 
white in giound-colour w'lth a few specks and spots of pale red, 
neier numerous and sometimes altogether wanting The shell is 
flail and the texture fine but glossless In shape they are ovals, 
often inclined lo he pointed at the smaller end Eifty eggs 
average 16 8x123mm and the exti ernes aie maxima 18 1 x 
12 1 and 17 6 x 13 2 mm , minima 14 6 x 10 3 mm 

The breeding season is from the end of May to the end of June 
or early July 

Habits The habits of the Xashmu Wien differ but little from 
those ot its European i elation but it is more of a forest bird than 
a liauntei of thejunmediate neigbourbood ot man It is the same 
restless but secietive little bud, hopping about the undergrowth 
or hunting rocks and bouldei s for spiders and other insects Some- 
times it may be seen scrambling among the creepeis, m oss and 
oichids on some fallen tree or mass ot boulders, sometimes it flits 
in little jeiky flights from one tangle of bushes to another, 
whilst yet again it may be noticed making occasional -visits to the 
lowei branches of tiees with ample foliage cover Its note and 
song are said to very closely lesemble those ot the English Wien 
and, like that bud, it subsists almost entnel} on an insect diet 
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(461) Troglodytes troglodytes tibetamis. 

Tub Tjujetaw 'Wbbit 

yLnorthui a lxbeta.no. “Walton, Bull B O. O , sv, p. 93 (1905)(Khamb& 
long, Tibet) 

Vernacular names N one recoided 

Description. Exactly like 3T t neglectus except that it is de- 
cidedly bigger. 

Colours of soft parts. None noted. 

Measurements W ing 53 and 56 mm , tail 33 mm. , tars us 17 
and 18 lnm ; culmeu 13 mm 

Distribution Kbamba Jong, Tibet. 

Nidification. unknown. • 

Habits. Walton records (Ibis, 1906, p. 74) that he shot several 
of these Wrens at Ivhamba Jong in the autumn “ They occurred 
theie during very cold wentliei, when all the streams were frozen 
hard, except one that was supplied by a clear warm spring ** 


Genus EDACHURA Oates, 1889. 

This genus was created by Oates foi the little Wren Tr oglodytes 
formostts (jpunctatus'), which differs liomtbe typical buds of the 
genus Troglodytes in having a much stouter hill and a moie 
graduated tail The plumage in Elachura is spotted and not 
barred 

In Elacfvura the sexes aie alike and the young are probably 
siiiulu to the adult The bill is stout and almost half the length 
of the head The wing is very short and rounded and the liist 
pi unary is about two-thuds the length of the second The tail is 
"well graduated, the outer feathers reaching to about the middle 
of the cential ones. The taisi, toes and claws are long and 
strong There are only two species known and one of these, 
Elachtct a hajplonota , is repiesented by a single specimen. 


JCey to Species. 

A. Upper plumage spotted . Elachui a formosa*- p 449 

B Upper plumage unspotted. JElachui a hajplonota , p 460 


* The name punctata cannot bo used for this little 'Wren as Troglodytes 
punctatus is already preoccupied by Brehm Troglodytes fin mosus of Walden 

is tlierefoie the next available 
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(462) Elachura formosa. 

Tun Spotted When - . 

Ti oqlodytcs fai niosus Walden, Ibis, 1874, p 91 (Darjeeling) 
JElachura jnmctata Blanf & Oates, l, p 339 

Vernacular names a Marcheh-jiho (Lepcha). 

Description The uppei plumage .uid wmg-co\eits dark brown, 
tinged w ith rufous on the lower rump and upper tail-coveits, 
each feather with a small, subtei minal white spot bordered above 
and below with black, inner webs oE quills brown, the outer 
b tried with chestnut and black, tail leddish-brow n, cioss-bmred 
w ith blnck , lower plumage pale f ulvous, inclining to ruEons on 
the abdomen and flanks, each feather with a triangular white 
spot, above which is a smaller black one; all the featbeis delicately 
l erim ciilateci with white 



!Fig 8*1 — Head of JS formosa 


Colours of soft parts. Xus brown, legs horny-brown, bill 
horny-bi o wn . 

Measurements Total length about HO to 115 mm ; wing 49 
to 60 mm , tail 30 mm , tarsus 18 to 19 mm ; culmen 11 to 
12 mm 

Distribution Sikkim to Eastern Assam. Stevens records 
obtaining bis specimens at Panchnoi, Dafla Hills, at quite low 
elevatious 

Hidi flca tion Several clutches oE this Wren’s eggs were obtained 
by Mr 'W P Masson and Mr 1C Macdonald m Sikkim round 
about Daijeeling and m Native Sikkim The former reported 
them as very common on the Smga-lila Ridge above 9,000 feet. 
The nest was described as a deep, semi-domed cup made of dead 
leaves, grass, roots, etc , densely lined with featlieis and placed 
on the ground on a bank, half hidden in fallen rubbish or well 
concealed by the undeigiowth The eggs seem to number 3 or 4 
only and are ratbei glossy, with a fine hard surface Jn colour 
they .ire puie white with a few specks of leddish-biown The 
few eggs JL nave seen measured about 16 5 x 12 5 mm 

Habits Mr Masson informed me that tbese buds were typical 
little Wrens m then behaviour, keeping much to then legs and 
apparently lotli to take wing unless very bard pressed As 
they live principal! v in deep i oiesfc with plentiful undergrowth 
and much broken with moss-covered boulders and rocks, it is not 
often one can force them to Sight 

TOD I 
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(463) Elachura haplonota. 

The ~Pr,AT-N- BnowK Ween 

ISlachtit a haptonota Stuaat Baker, Ibis, 1892, p 62 (Hungrum, 
N Cachar) 

'Vernacular names Tinglvn-i m-gajeba ( Kacha Naga) 
Description 'Whole upper plumage and \\ing-co\etts claik 
umber-brown, rather lighter on the rump and upper tail-covei ts, 
the leathers obsoletely edged with lather pale sienna-brown, 
wings daik cinnamon-brown on the exposed parts and dark blown 
where unexposed in the closed wing, tail biown, tinged with 
cinnamon -red but not so strongly as are the wing-quills, loies 
fulvous-brown, dusky next the eyes , chin and throat w lute 
tinged with fulious and the featheis, except in the centie tipped 
with dusky , breast and sides of the neck lulvous-brow'n, the 
featheis tipped brown and subtipped white, the white being 
most prominent m the centie ofc the breast ; centre of abdomen 
white, flanks and under tnil-co verts lull ous-bi own, some ot the 
feathers of the torinei tipped white , thighs grey is li -brown, the 
shafts of the featheis paler , undei wing-coverts grev , axillunes 
dark full ous-biown 

Colours of soft parts Ins light red, bill dark homy, slightly 
paler on commissure and tip; gape black, mouth bluish-fleshy, 
‘legs sanguineous-fleshy, the claws still paler 

Measurements. Length in the flesh 104 mm. , wing 50 mm , 
tail 40 mm ; tarsus 15 mm , culmen 10 inm 

Distribution. The only specimen known was obtained on the 
Hungrum Peak, N. Gachai Hills, at 6,400 feet 

Nidification The nest, upon which the above bird was tiapped, 
was made ot skeleton leaves, dead leaves, roots, tiny twigs and 
grass bents fairly well bound togethei, covered outside with 
loose dead leaves and compactly lined with skeleton leaves In 
shape it was a very deep cup about 81 mm across its broadest 
part by about 135 mm. deep and it was placed under a fallen 
tree, supported by fallen branches and rubbish, the fallen tree 
itself forming the top of the nest 

The eggs, three in number, were pure glossy white, one faintly 
speckled and the others mote strongly marked with pale i eddish- 
brown They measuie about 17* -2 x 13 1 nun 

The nest was taken on the 11th May in very dense secondaiy 
growth in which many dead trees were left lying. 

Habits The tw’o buds seen when watching the above nest 
were just like birds of the genus Pnoepygu m habits, very acti\e 
and lestless, quick on their legs but slow and feeble m their 
flight Other birds seen but not procured, w'lth a nest similar to 
that above described, were just as shy and restless The call-note 
is a loud, clear whistle and there is also a constantly-uttered sofL 
“ chir ” The bird, trapped on its nest, bad fed on ants and a 
species of tiny bright blue beetle. 
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Genus SFEL2BOBNIS Sharpe, 1881. 

The name Urocichla is pie-occupied but the birds placed bv 
Sharpe mtlmt genus are congeneric with those which he placed 
m Ins following new genus Spelceornts m the Catalogue of Birds 
This name is therefoie applicable 

The birds of this genus have shoi t, rounded tails of 1 0 feathers 
onlj , the plumage is soft and full and the featheis squama ted , 
the bill is like that of Elachma and Troglodytes but stouter than 
either , the tarsi are long and strong and the feet the same The 
sexes are alike but the young d iff ex from the adults in being 
unmarked above and, generally, in having redder v mg-quills 


Key to Species. 

A Lower plumage ■without any black and [p 451 

white bars . S longicandatits , 

JB Lowei plumage barred with block and 

white . S ctrudatixs , p 456 


Spelseorms long^icandatus. 

Key to Subspecies 


A Under parts fulvous-rufous, neithei barred 
nor spotted 

B. Under parts rufous with black terminal 
spots « ... 

G Under parts puncipally grey, more or less 
tinged with rufous ou flanks 
a No distinct spots on lower plumage 
b Low er plumage conspicuously marked 
with dark brown terminal and dull 
w lute subtersnnal spots 
c Sides of breast more strongly tinged with 
lufous and spotting on lower plumage 
less conspicuous 

3) Whole lower plumage practically white 
with triangular black tips 


Qp 4 52 

S i longicandatits , 

S l chocolatvnus , p 453 

5 I i eptatus, p 455 

S l sinluniensis, p 453. 

5 l & aitrtensts, p 454 
S l oaten , p. 455 


At present there «s so little material available for examination 
that it is difficult to say whethei or not some of the hitherto 
so-called species are even good subspecies and with better series 
some may have to be done away with Sjpelceot ms l Aaunensts, 
foi instance, is 1 ery probably nothing moie than feebly marked 
specimens of SI smlwnensts, both occurring in the Bliamo TTiIls 
at about the same elevation On the other hand, more material 
might posubty show that in Spelceoi nts longicandatits, Spelceoi nis 
sinluniensis and Spelceornts oatesi we have three quite good specieB 
For the present it seems safer to retain them all as geographical 
races of longicandatits, dealing with them more definitely when 
we ha^ more specimens for examination. 
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<464) SpelsBomis long-icaudatus long-icau d atus . 

The Assam: Loye-xAiLED Wbeit 

JPnoept/ga lunaicaudnta, Mooie, X* Z S., 1854, p 7 (5T India, Khn&ia 
Hills) 

ZTt ocichla Zongicatidaia Blanf & Oates, l, p 340 

Vernacular names ' Vtn-Zm-i «* (EZacha Nnga) 

Description !Foi eliend to Innd neck olive-bzoxvn, each feather 
with a nanow dark brown, oi blackish maigm , ramp, upper tail- 
covet ts and tail olive-brown with a rufous tinge, covet ts and 
wing biown, with the greatei pait of the outer webs of the 
feathers chestnut-brown, lore®, cheeks and eai-covei ts deep 
ashy, the whole lowei plumage ferruginous, the featheis of the 
throat and breast with numeious small biown specks, most 
conspicuous m newly moulted birds , middle of the abdomen white. 



Fig 90 — Head or S £ lougtcattdat u i 

Colours of soft parts Ins led m adults, biown in the young ; 
bill daik hoi ny-b l own to blackish , legs and leet light brown 

M easur emejut s Length about 115 mm , wmg 49 to 60 mm , 
tail 45 to 48 mm , taisus about 19 to 20 mm , culmen about 12 mm. 

Distribution Hills South of the Brahmaputra, appaiently not 
.Manipur and not the extreme Eastern ETnga Hills 

Kidification. This curious little "Wren bleeds in considerable 
numbers m the JEOiasia Hills but is much more rare in the 
adjoining Qnchai and Naga Hills It commences breeding m 
early April and eggs may be found to the end of June The 
nests of this Wren and all others of the genus are m genet ts and 
cannot be confounded with those ot any other bud The outer part 
consists of dead leaves, withered grass, a few loots and sometimes 
a few bamboo spathes, hut all the materials are of a very damp 
and rotten description, falling to pieces directly the nest is moved 
fiom its original position. The lining, howevei, is quite wsiter- 
pioof and consists of a material exactly resembling paptet mdcJie , 
appaiently made of skeleton leaies and some soft fibrous stuff 
woiked into a pulp and then spzead o\ei the whole inteiioi of 
the nest m a veiy neat cup. The nest itself is a long oval, 
generallj* - completely domed, sometimes only partially so, and is 
placed on the ground on some sloping bank among weeds or 
sciub in damp, eveigreen forest The eggs numbei two to four 
and are pure, but dull white, sparsely speckled, chiefly at the 
larger end, with reddjsh-biown The texture is fine and close 
aud the shell fairly stout In shape they aie broad, obtuse ovals 
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3Ti ft} r eggs a\ ernge 18 4 x 14 9 mm. and the extremes of length 
and breadth are 19 9 X 15 0 , 18*6 x 15*9 ; 18 0 X 15*0 and 
18 4 x 19 5 mm 

Habits The Long -tailed Wren is found between about 3,500 
and 6,500 feet, lesident and breeding wherever found It haunts 
principally dense, evergreen forest uith lots of Meed aud fein 
undergrowth and especially those places wheie the ground is 
lough and broken with big boulders Among these it creeps 
and climbs just ns the Common Wien does, but it is even less 
inclined to fly than that bird and seeks safety by dodging into 
ci e\ ices and holes between the boulders JEven when disturbed 
from the nest, which it w*ill not leave until the hand almost 
touches it, it merely flies a foot ot two and then drops into the 
undergi owth and scurnes away on foot It is a very silent 
bn d but I have heard it gn e a loud, clear whistle much like the 
call of JPtiocpytja and after being disturbed it will continue to 
uttei its soft cliiirmg note for some minutes It is entirely 
uisectn orous 


(465) Spelseorxus longicaudatus chocolatinns. 

Gonwisr-AtrsTEK’s When 

Pnoepyga chocolatma Godw -Aust , Ibis, 1875, p 252 (Kedimai, 
Manipur) 

Vernacular names If one recorded 

Description. Upper plumage and wings fulvous-brown, more 
rufous on lower back, rump and tail ; feathers of head and back 
obsoletely fringed with dm leer brown , lores and line through eye 
grey ; dun albescent ; centre of belly and breast white, splashed 
with rufous , throat, upper breast, sides of lower breast and flanks 
rufous, the feathers with black terminal edges and subtipped with 
white ; under tail-coverts dai ker rufous 

Colours of soft parts. “ Dill dark brown. Legs pale flesh- 
colour’* (€r.-A ) 

Measurements Wing 47 and 50 mm , tail 36 and 40 mm. ; 
tarsus 20 mm ; culmen 10 and 11 mm 

Distribution The only two specimens known were obtained by 
Godwin- Austen at JCednnai, Manipur, about 4,000 feet altitude. 

Hidificataon and Habits Nothing recorded 


(466) Spelseornis long-icaudatus sinluxnensis. 
Teg Siisr.tr ai "Whes-. 


TJrocichla stnhimentns Hanngton, A 
(1908) (Sinlurn, Bhamo Hills) 


M N H, aer 8, u, p 246 


Vernacular names. If one recorded 

Description Aboie like S l longicaxidatus but more fulvous, 
less orange and with the dark bars better defined, below ashy- 
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grey, the feathers with black terminal bars and conspicuous sub- 
terminal white spots ; centre of throat and upper breaBt whitish , 
under tail-coverts rufous-brow n 

Colours of soft parts “ Ins reddish-brown : bill black ; legs 
brownish ” (. Uarxngton') 

measurements . 'Wing 48 and 51 mm , tail 36 to 37 mm , 
tarsus 21 mm.; culmen 12 mm “Total length about 4 1** 
(=104 mm ) (JE Tartngton) 

Distribution. Smlum, Bhauio Hills. 

If ldihcation Hests oE tins "Wren taken by Col Harmgton and 
Mr. IT. Grant were jusb like those of S l. longicaucLatxis , that is to 
say oval-sliaped, domed nests made principally with dead leaves 
and lined with the same jpajiter m&ehe substance which appears to 
be used by all the buds of this genus. They were placed on the 
ground in forest, on banks in dense undergrowth The five egg s 
sent to me are all quite hke those of S 7. Zongtca.uda.hts , white 
eggs well speckled with dark red, but of three eggs in one clutch 
taken by Col Haungtoii two were pure white and the third very 
faintly freckled Eight eggs average 19 O X 14 6 mm and the 
extremes are 20 7 x 15 6 and 18 1 X 14 1 mm 

May and June seem to be the breeding season and apparently 
the nests were all iound at about 6,000 teet elevation. 

Habits Haung ton describes this Wien as an inveterate Bkulker 
and verv hard to obtain though its loud, pow erf ul song may often 
be heaid It keeps almost entirelv to dense forest with thick 
undergrowth between 5,000 and 8,000 feet 

(467) Spelseomis longicaudatus kauriensis. 

JEUbxkgjtoit’b IiOkg-ta.ix.hd When. 

Ut ocichla Aaw tenets Haungton, A.M N H, ser 8, n, p. 246 (1908) 
(Watan, Bhamo Hills) 

Vernacular names Hone recorded. 

Description Very close indeed to jS Z. strilumensis but the 
throat and breast a shade more ful\ous-grey, a little redder 
perhaps on the flanks and with the mai kings on the under 
plumage less distinct. 

Colours of soft pares “ Ins dark red ; bill dark horn-colour ; 
legs light blown ** (. Harxngtori ) 

Measurements. Wing 47 to 48 mm ; tail about 30 mm. 
(damaged) ; tarsus about 20 mm. ; culmen about 12 5 mm 

Distribution. The only two specimens known were both taken 
at "Watan, Bhamo Hills, at about 7,000 teet 

I letzuu this race with very great doubt and am convinced that 
with a better series of this and the previous form the & Z stnZu- 
mensts will have to be suppressed jKawnensis, it should be 
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noted, will be retained because it appears earlier on the same page 
than that of sznlumensis 

Nidification The tw o specimens sent by Col Hanngton to the 
British Museum were shot when building their nest in Ion scrub- 
jungle at the edge ot dense forest 

Habits In cpistola Col Hanngton says th at t hey are the same 
deteimmed little sku^keis as the Smium 'Wien, with similar 
haunts, habits and voice 

(468) Spelceornis longicaudatus reptatus. 

Bingha.m’8 Lokg-tailed WatN 

XTt ocicfila t eptcila Bingham , Bull B O C , xm, p 34 (1903) (Loi- 
pnng'-Nnn, Mekong- Vallej ) 

Vernacular names Hone recorded. 

Description Similar to stnZumensis but with wings more cinna- 
mon-chestnut, below all grey with no w-lute on thiout and breast 
and with the dark bars and paler spots obsolete, the sides of 
breast and flanks are wore rafous 

Colours of soft parts “ Iris crimson , bill dark brown ; legs 
and feet brow n n (JFoi rest) 

Measurements "Wing 47 mm. , tail damaged , tarsus 20 mm. , 
culmen 13 nun 

Distribution Hast of Kengtung on the Mekong Valley at about 
7,000 feet and on the Shweli-Salwm Dmde in Yunnan 

MidifLcation and Habits nothing recorded and only one speci- 
men obtained by Hanngton and n second by Forrest m Yunnan 
at about 8,000 teet in December 1919 m a thicket Nests and 
eggs sent me bra collector from Thoungyi, Southern Shan States, 
are probably of this race but the birds’ skins sent are too frag- 
mentary to distinguish with any certainty The nests axe exactly 
like those of the Assam JLong-tailed ’Wien, as are the eggs which 
measure 18 5 x 14 9 mm 

The two clutches, each of thiee slightly incubated eggs, were 
taken on the 16tli and 28th Apnl lespecln ely. 


(469) Spelseornis longicaudatus oatesi. 

Rirroir’s liOtfo-TAiiiEU TV kett 

TTi ocic/ila oatesi Rippon, Bull B O C , \n, p 83 (1904) (Mt "Vic- 
toiia) 

Vernacular names Hone recorded 

Description Upper plumage and wings fulvous-brown, with 
faint dark margins to the leathers and slightly more rufous on the 
lump and tail; lores, sides of forehead and cheeks giey; ear- 
coxeits greyish-fulvous to golden-brown, below white with 
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triangular terminal spots of blaiki&h bi own , m some cases the 
lox*- er plumage is faintly tinged, with IuIvoub, especially on the 
sides , flanks brown obscurely baned with blackish , under tail- 
coxerLs rutous The white colour of the lower parts at once 
distinguishes this race from all the others 

Colours of soft parts Iris red-brow- n , bill dark lioiny-biown , 
legs bi ovvni&li -fleshy 

Measurements AVmg 47 to 49 mm , tail 37 to 39 mm ; 
'tarsus 21 mm ; cnlinen 12 to 13 mm 

Distribution Chin Hills nbo\ e 5,000 feet 

ISTidiflcation. Majoi Venning and Mr I* Grant found this 
Wien breeding in the Chin Hills between 5,000 and 9,000 feet in 
March, Api.il and May, eggs being found between the 12th 
March and the 24th May, tw o fresh eggs having been taken on 
the latter date The nest is typical of that of the genus 
Venn'ng desenbes one taken by him as “ a large, oval, domed-shaped 
stiuccuie, composed ol an outer layei ot dead leaves, canna 
leaves, coarse grass, etc , inside which was a layei of grass stems, 
fibies and a little moss, the cup being lined up to the level ot the 
entrance with a plastei about inch thick, composed, as far as 1 
could determine, of a substance which looked like chewed thistle 
stem or chewed grass The dimensions were eitenoi height 
6m, diameteis 5 in and 4 m ” Other nests taken were exactly 
like the one described , they were all placed on damp ground m 
undergrowth or grass in forest 

The eggs, which number two to four in a full clutch, are not 
distinguishable from those of the Assam race. Filteen eggs 
average about 382x146 mm. 

Habits There is practically nothing on lecord about this bird, 
but it is not likely that its habits differ in any way from those of 
the other races Xt, however, seems occasiorally to be found in 
xrather more open country 


(470) Speleeomis caadatas. 

The Tailed Wbbs 

Testa caudata Blyth, J A S B , xiv, p 589 (1845) (Duelling) 

JTi ocichla caudata Blanf & Oates, i, p 341 

'Vernacular names. None lecorded 

Description I»oies and sides of the head grey , the whole upper 
plumage olive-brown, the feathers w'ltli terminal black edges and 
faint shaft-stieaks . wings and their cox eits chestnut-bi own ; tail 
rufous- bro xx'n , chin and throat bright chestnut, bieast paler 
chestnut, each feather with a black centre and tip , sides of the 
body the same , abdomen black, each feather xxith a white shaft- 
streak, in most cases hidden, and alaige subterimnal square xvhite 
spot 
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Colours of soft parts Xris bi own , bill blackish , legs brown 
Measurements Total length about 100 mm , wing 47 to 51 min , 
-fail 31 to 35 mm., tarsus about 20 mm , culmen about 11 to 
12 mm 

Distribution Sikkim only as far os is known at present 
ITidification Nothing lecorded beyond Hume's note to the 
effect that it builds “ a deep cup-shaped nest about the roots of 
trees or m a hole m fallen timber , the nest is a dense mass of 
moss and moss loots, lined with the lattei. The eggs aie spotless 
white 1 A nest and four clutches of eggs taken m Sikkim at about 
8,000 feet and sent to me do not agree with tins description The 
nest sent lias ei ldently been egg-shaped and is made of dead leases, 
fine tu'igs, bracken and grass, all very decayed and well matted 
togetliei The lining is rery much like that of the Dong-tailed 
Wrens’ but is biown in colout instead of whitish and not quite so 
firmly stuck together The eggs, two clutches ot tom and two ot 
thiee, aie 311 st like those of SpeltBOt nts l longtcandatus , 1 e pure 
but lathei dull white, feebly speckled with reddish-brow n and deep 
put pie- brow n They measure on an average for t wen tv eggs 18 lx 
14 1 111 m , and the extremes are 19 9 X 14 2 and 18 6 x 14 5 mm. 
maxima and 17 3 x 14 2 and 17 9 X 13 8 mm minima 

These nests were nil found m heavy, damp foiest and weie 
placed on the ground on banks amongst weeds, moss and caladiums 
They weie taken between the 17th May and tlie 2 Sth June, at 
ail elevation of 8,000 feet and over 

Habits Nothing recorded Mr Masson, who sent me the nest 
and eggs, could only say that they belonged to a small Wien w'lnch 
lie could ne'er catch on the nest or see quickly enough to shoot 
as it left it The birds apparently weie not common, though they 
were m fair numbers along the zidges above Darjeeling between 
8,000 and 10,000 feet They were never seen outside the dense, 
damp, e\ ergieen forest 


Genus PN0EPYGA Hodgson, 1845 

The genus JPnoepyga, contains two species of 'Wien which are 
characterized bj an extiemely short tail of six soft feathers, com- 
pletely concealed fiom view by long and ample rump feathers 
The wing, bill and feet are ' ery much the same us in Speltcornvs, 
The sexes differ in the female liawng the white on the undei 
parts replaced by bright fulvous The 3 oung are \ eiy dull coloured 
without any of the conspicuous bailing and spotting oi the adults 


Key to Species 

A Wing well ovei 55 mm . _ Pnoepygtt squamuta, p 458 

33 W ing well under 55 mm Pnoepyrja pusilla , p 450 
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(471) Pnoepyga sqnamata squamata. 

The Soalx-bheasteu When 

Jl fret out a squamata Gould, Icon Aves, pi v (1837) (Cacliar) 
Pnoepyga sguamata Slanf & Oates, l, p 342 

'Vernacular names. chok-bony (Lepcha) , In* ui-bct gadtba, 
(Kacha Naga). 

Description — Adult male 'Whole upper plumage and lessei 
wing-cov erts ricli golden-brown, the forehead, teatheis above the 
eve and sides ot neck with f ui\ ous shaft-stripes, the remaining upper 
plumage with fulvous subterminal drops and with black edges, the 
latter becoming bolder on the rump where the drops often become 
buis, median and greater coverts biown, broadly edged with 
chestnut-brown and often with terminal fulvous spots ; pumanes 
and secondaries chestnut-biown on the visible portions and the 
innermost secondaries often tipped with fulvous , cbm and throat 
white with brown edges to the teatheis , breast and centre of the 
abdomen white, the teatheis with broad black centres and edges, 
sides of the breast and flanks fulvous-brown with similar dark 
centres and margins ; under tail-coverts and vent f ulv ous 

Colours of soft parts Xus bright hna*»l to deep blown, bill 
homy- brown abov e, pale fleshy-horny on lower mandible, gape and 
commissure , legs fleshy-brow n to light brown 

measurements Length about 100 mm.; wing 59 to G4 in in , 
tail about 14 mm. , tarsus 21 to 2d mm , culinen 11 to 12 nun 
Adult female. Similar to the male but with the whole lovrei 
plumage iulvous instead of white, eveiy pait marked as in the 
mole, though in some specimens the chin and thioat me almost 
nn maculate. 

Distribution The Himalayas f i om the Sutlej Valley to Eostei n 
Assam, both Noith and South oE the IBiahumputra , Chin II»Ils 
and "West and South-TVest Burma to Tenassenm 

N idific ation The Scaly-breasted "Wien breeds from the end of 
Apul to the middle of June between 3,500 and 7,000 feet It 
makes two very distinct types ok nest, either of which is among 
the most beautiful specimens ot buds* architecture That most 
commonly made is built in and of the long stiauds of bijlhant 
gieen moss which clothes the tiunks and branches ok so many trees 
in the more humid foiests The inner strands aie compactly and 
firmly woven together to foim a tiny ctip, well lined with black 
moss roots, over all of which the outer green stiands fall m natuial 
prolusion so that the tiny entrance, little moie than an mchacioss, 
can uevei he found without most careful seaich The second tjpe 
of nest is a tiny ball of the same bulhant gieen moss, tightly 
wedged in amongst the masses of oichids, ferns and cieepeis 
growing over trees, dead and alive, or fallen logs A tnnd type 
of nest, a cup-shaped one ot moss, was found by JVlandelli m a hush. 
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but this sort of nest must be quite abnormal The height selected 
may be anything between a foot and six feet from the ground 

The eggs vary from three to five, but four is the full number 
normally laid They are pure white, glossle&s and v ery fragile, 
regular ovals, sometimes a little pointed at the smaller end. 
Eighty eggs average 18 0x137 mm. and the extremes are. 
maxima, 19 3x144 and 190x146 mm , minima, 169x139 
and 17 1x13 1 mm 

Habits This quaint little tailless bird is a tvpical Wren in all 
its habits but is even more of a pedestrian and Jess of a flyer than 
the buds ol the genus Troglodytes. It is an inhabitant ot w et, ever- 
green forest, loving the vicinity of jungle-streams where it scrambles 
over the mossy boulders, tbe fallen trees and decaying vegetation. 
In and out of the hollow s and crevices, under and through the 
luxuriant moss and climbing plants, ever on the move yet never 
on the wing, at the first hint of danger it dodges oat of sight, only 
to reappear once again when quiet is restored It is insectivorous 
m its diet and seems especially fond of the smaller spiders and ants, 
pursuing these with great activity and restless energy Its ordinary 
note is a loud, rathei shrill whistle but it attempts a little song 
in the breeding season which lather reminds one of the English 
Wren 

This Wien is found up to at least 9,000 feet and possibly a good 
deal higher m Sikkim In winter it occasionally may be found as 
low as 3,000 feet but it does not descend much below its ordiuaiy 
breeding range, even in the coldest « eabher 

Pnoepyga pusilla. 

This species has been split up into numerous races on rather 
slender reasons, for the variations are, for the most part, indi- 
vidual rather thau geographical The two points most usually dwelt 
upon aie the amount of spotting and barring, more especially on 
wing- coverts and mneimost secondaries, and the rufous or brown 
colouring on the sides of the bead The extremes of both these 
features are to be found m birds obtained in [Nepal and Sikkim, 
now m the British Museum Collection, and the gieatest care 
should be exercised when naming subspecies that not only the 
senes named is a full one but that ample mateiial foi compauson 
is available With more material it is possible that some of the 
subspecies at piesent accepted will bave to be suppressed. 

(472) Pnoepyga pusilla pusilla. 

Tus Buown Wbeit. 

Pnoepyga pustlla ITodgs ,P Z S, 1845, p 25 (Nepal), Blanf & Oates, 
i, p 343 

Vernacular names Tnrm-ba gajeba (Eacha Nnga) 
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Description Differs fi oin P. s squamata , sex ior sex, in being 
decidedly smaller and m having the upper plumage less marked 
with fulvous spots, these being both fewer and less distinct On 
the othei hand the median and greater coverts and innei most 
secondat les ate more plentifully and more regularly spotted than 
they are in that bird. 

The young ai e like those of P s. squarryata , the w hole upper pai ts 
and wings unspotted rich 1 ufous-brown and the lowei paitsduskj 
biown 

Colours of soft parts Ins hazel to deep brown , bill dark, 
blackish-horny above, fleshy-homy below , legs flesh} -brown oi 
pale horny-brown 

Measurements Wing 40 to 52 mm. , tail about 12 mm , tarsus 
18 to 20 mm. , caluien 10 to 11 mm. 

Distribution Nepal, Sikkim, Assam North and South of the 
Brahinaputin to the extreme East , Chin Hills, Kachm Hills, Surma 
East th tough the Shan States to Karen m Geographical laces hare 
been described from Sumatra (leptcUt), South Annum (annctmensxs'), 
Malay Peninsula (7ucrterti) and West Java (i u/a) 

Nidificataon Except tlmt the nests, whether of the ball type or 
built m amongst the moss on trees, average rather smaller than 
do those of the Scaly-breasted Wren, there is nothing one can add 
to the descriptions already given for the nests of that bird The 
two bi eed together over much the same range at the same ele\ ations 
and at the same time of year. 

The eggs are exactly like those of the last bird in colour, sliajie 
and texture but fifty average smaller, 17 1x13*1 mm., whilst the 
exti ernes are as follows maxima, 18*9 x 13 0 and 18*3 X 14 O mm , 
minima, 15 4 X 12 6 and 17 9 x 12 1 mm. 

H abi ts The same as those of P. s squamata . Stevens found 
this Wren plentiful m the Plains daring winter, obtaining it both 
North and South of the Brahmaputra m the undergrowth of forest 
He observes that it is by no means difficult of approach at this 
season. 


Genus SPHElfOClCIHL A Godwm-Austen & 'Walden, 1875. 

The genus Sjphenocichla contains two remarkable and but little- 
known buds They nre m appearance stout, rather squat and 
heavy-looking buds with veiy powerful feet and legs The bill is 
perfectly conical and sharp-pointed when view ed laterally and is 
about the length of tlio head or a little shorter , there are no nctal 
bustles, Lhe wing is shoit and rouuded, the tail is of twelve 
featheis and greatly rounded, the outer feathers being about two- 
thuds the length of the central. The sexes aie alike but the young 
are still uuknown 
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Key to Species 

A Fentliors of the throat and breast black 

with pale shafts 5 humei, p 461 

13 Feathers of bienst nsh^-brow n with 

blnclc margins and white ^ubmargins S tobeiti , p 461 

(473) Sphenocichla humei. 

Hume’s WEDGE-BiLLm Week 

JELetei oi Jtynchus humei Mandelli, S F , l, p 415 (1873) (Xatne 
Sikkim ) 

Sphenocichla humn Blanf & Oates, i, p 336 
Vernacular names None lecorcled 

Description Whole uppei plumage rich golden-biown, the 
feathers edged with black and all but (hose of the ciown and nape 
narrow! v barred with blackish, feutlieis of head, neck and mter- 
scapulais with white shafts, most conspicuous on the foiehend , a 



Fig 01 — Head of S humei 


broad white supercilmm from the back of the eye breaking up 
into white spots oil the sides of the neck , wings blackish-brown, 
the visible parts b<ured with daik golden-brow n , chin, throat, 
breast and flanks dark biown with w'hite shafts and the nairowest 
of white edges, belly ashy-grey ; postenor flanks and unde i tail- 
covei ts golden-bi own 

Colours of soft parts Indes dark browm , bill slate-coloui, the 
culmen darker , legs dark brown. 

Measurements "Wing 70 to 74 mm , tail 64 to 71 mm , tarsus 
26 to 27 znin , culmen 22 to £?4 mm 

Distribution Sikkim to the Aboi Hills 

N idific ation and Habits Nothing recorded. 

(474) Sphenocichla roberti. 

Don Ear's TV edge-billed ‘Wrest 

Sphenocichla i obet ti Godw -Aust &Wftld , Tbis, 1875, p 251 (Ilexneo. 

2f Cacbar) , BJanf & Oates, i, p 336 

Vernacular names Zhng-Ztm mgadiba (Kucha Naga). 

Description Above dark leddish golden-brown, the feathers 
of the head and mantle with daiker margins and obsolete ashy 
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terminal spots , wings and tail the same barred mth darker brown 
or blackisb and the coverts with indistinct ashy tips , the wing- 
quills and lectuces are sometimes slightly reddish on the outei 
webs, enr- coverts brown with darker streaks; a short indistinct 
black and white superciltum , below from chin to abdomen golden- 
brown, edged with blackish and with broad white sub-edges 
disappearing on postenoi Hanks, abdomen and under tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft partB Ins rich brown; bill very pale bluish- 
slaty, the base of maxilla and culmeu much daiker . legs dark 
brown, the soles, claws and edges of scutellations pole slaty 

Measurements Wing 71 to 74 mm , tail 58 to 64 mm , tarsus 
26 to 27 mm , culmeu 25 mm 

Distribution Assam, Bills South of the Brahmaputra Godwin- 
Austeu procured this Wren in North Cnchar and Manipur , it 
was also obtained by me in the North Cachar and IKhasia Bills, by 
Tytler in the Naga Bills, and Col tart had it brought m to him 
by the Trans-Dikku Nagas fiom somewhere near Marghenta. 

N ldifi cation On the 24th May, 1898, a bird of this species 
was brought to me by a Naga with nest and four eggs. The 
former was merely a mass ot fine grasses, tendrils and bents 
with no lining, placed at the bottom ot a long crevice in a large 
oak-tree, about 20 feet from the ground. The site selected, 
which I afterwards saw, was just such a one as would be used by 
a Tree-Creeper The eggs are pure white, broad, rather pointed 
ovals , the shells are very fragile, partly owing to their being very 
bard set and had only the iamtest gloss Other eggs bi ought to 
me were quite similar and seien specimens vary between 20 7 X 
17 0 and 22 3 X 17 4 mm 

Habits The little I sa w of the habits of this bird show'ed an 
appioach both to the Wrens and Tree-Gi eepers It was a very 
acti\ e cltmbei about the lough bark of the bigger trees, though 
1 never saw it on the higher bi unclies ; on the other hand, it hunted 
about in the uudei growths much as the "Wrens do It flew quite 
well with a direct, quick flight fiom tree to tree or bush to busk 
hut seemed to prefer legs to wings ns means of progression 
I never heard its note and the contents of the stomach was 
entirely insectivoi ous, mostly wood-lice and small boring beetles 
The Nnga name tFtng-hnric t is applied to all the W r rens and 
Ci eepers with some qualifying adjective following These natives, 
who are extraordinarily close observers, say that this bud is a 
true Tree-Creeper in all its actions 


Genus TESIA Hodgson, 1837 

It is with some diffidence I include this genus m the Tt oglo- 
<7 g tides Its bill, short lounded wing, long legs and large feet all 
point to a position in this family, whilst the character of its 
habits and uidification confirms the classification On the other 
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hand, the presence of nctal bristles might induce some ornitho- 
logists to place the genus m a family by itself, leading from the 
Tr oglodyticlce to the Short- winged Chats, jBrachypterygmce. 

In Testa the bill is equal to or rather more than halt the length 
of the head, broad at the base and compressed at the tip. The 
wings are very short and rounded, the tail so short as to be 
invisible and the taisi and feet very long The ma’e and female 
aie alike but the young differ consideiahly from the adult though 
they me not spotted or hatred as in the Shortwmgs or paler than 
the adult as m Tzmalndce 


Key to Species 

A Cron n golden-brown . T cyamventer p 463 

1) Cron n bright chestnut . T. castaneocot on at a, p 465 



Fig 92 — Head of 21 e cyamventer 

(475) Tesia cyani venter cyamventer 

The Slaxt-belltbd Wbeh. 

cyaniventer Hodgson, J A S B, vi, p 101 (1837) (Nepal) 
Testa cyamventrts. Slanf & Oates, i, p 192 

Vernacular names Ttsz (Nepal), Samtxt-tammong (Xiepcha), 
Ting-lrnnn bermai-ga (Eacha Naga). 

Description The Jorehead, cbm and nape glistening golden 
ohve-biown, the yellow more pronounced at the sides of the 
cron n where it forms a fairly definite supercihum , the rest of 
the upper plumage and the visible portions of the closed wings 
and tail oh a e-green , lores and a broad stupe from the loies to 
the nape black , sides of the head and whole lower plumage slaty- 
blue 

Colours of soft parts Ins brown, sometimes, according to 
Cookbuin, -\enmlion; bill above and on the tip of the lower 
mandible dark brown, the remainder pale horny, often yellowish 
or tinged with orange , legs and feet pale fleshy to pale dull 
flesliy-bron n 

Measurements Xiength about IOO mm , wing about 44 to 
47 mm , tail about 20 mm , tarsus 24 mm ; culmea II to 
12 mm 

The adult female is similar to the mole and does not differ as 
des cubed by Oates 

The young bird has the whole upper plumage rather rufescent- 
green and the lower parts dull, dark olive-green. The black line 
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through the eye is acquired during the summer with the com- 
pletion of tlie first plumage, but the full brightness of the adult 
plumnge not until the following moulr 

Distribution G-nrhwal, Nepnl, Sikkim, the w hole of Assam 
[North and South of the Biahmnputra, Chin, Eaclnn Hills and pos- 
sibly Aunain. [McClelland’s ohvea , a name given to Assam birds, 
cannot stand, as the Assam birds differ m no waj from the Nepal 
and Sikkim birds and I have seen specimens from the JCaclnn 
Hills every bit as bright above and as dark below as any specimen 
fi. om those countries They vary v ery greatly xndiv idually and large 
series are necessary for companson 

Uiciification The Slaty-belhed Wren breeds in Apul, May and 
June South of the Biahmaputia and in June and July [North of it, 
at all heights between 3,000 and 10,000 feet Tlie nest is a 
beautiful ball of bright green moss lined with moss roots and 
measuring some 5 inches in diameter, or according to [Hodgson, 
moi e oval m shape, measuring about 7x5 inches It may he 
placed eithei m a tangle of creepers or in dense, long moss against 
a tree or stamp, oi may be built m amongst the numerous 
branches of a thick, low bush, whilst, \er 3 r rarely, it may be 
placed on a steep bank oi against a rock or heap of boulders 

The eggs number three or foui, vt*r\ rarely five and vary eon- 
sideiahlvin appearance. The giound-colour is a very pale pink, 
often with a yellowish-salmon tint; tlie markings consist of 
reddish-pink specks and spots, sometimes so fine and so numerous 
as to make the eggs look an almost umfoim terra-cotta, at other 
times sparser and much bolder, showing up well against the 
ground-colour and inoie numerous at the laiger end than else- 
where. In shape they are normally rather long but blunt 
orals [Fifty eggs average 17*4 x 12 9 mm and the extremes are’ 
maxima, 19 1 X 13 1 and 17 9 x 13 6 mm ; minima, 16 8x132 
and 18 0 x 12 0 mm. 

Habits This Wren is found over a greater range of altitude 
than any of the otheis with the exception of the next b*rd It is 
certainly tound up to at least 10,000 feet iu Sikkim in summer, 
whilst, on the other hand, Stevens found it right down amongst 
the foothills and broken ground on the Ivoith bank of the jBinh- 
maputia, but it must be lemcmbeied that in temperatme the 
plains ofc Hoi tli and [North-East Assam are equivalent to an 
altitude of at least 2,000 feet South of the liver and m [Burmn 
It is a puxely foiest bird, pieFerrmg forests which hare an ample 
undergrowth m which it can skulk about without showing itself. 
Jt is veiv loth to take flight and if one can mark it into a dense 
isolated buih it can easil 3 r he caught with a butteifly net It 
much affects the vicinity of tinr rr ater-couises tbiougli boulders 
and dense erergieen forest, and its high, slmll note may be heard 
mornings and evenings above the ripple of the water. It is 
exclusively msectiv oi ous 
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(476) Tesia castaneocoronata castaneocoronata. 

The Chest vut-he abed Wnty 

j Sylvia caxtaneocoi onata Burton, P Z S , 1835, p 152 (152J 
Ohfftira ctuttaneicot onatei Blnnf & Oates, i, p 193 

Vernacular names Ttsi (TsTep.il), Scimtit-pho (Lech a) 



Fig 93 — ifead ot T c castaneocoronata 

Description Forehead, crown, nape, lores, ear-coverts and a 
line under tlie eyes bngiil chestnut, a small pitch of white 
leathers at the postenoi coinei of the eye, cheeks, chin, thioat- 
bienst and nbdotnen brignt yellow, tlie biea«-t suffused with oliva- 
ceous and mottled with a few indistinct brown bais , sides ot 
breast, abdomen and under tnil-cov eits olivaceous, upper plumage, 
wings and tail daik olive-green 

Colours of soft parts Ins brown to led , bill yellovvish-lioiny 
or brownish-} ellow , legs, flesliy-^ellow 

Measurements Length about 100 nun , wing 43 to 48 mm 
tail about 13 mm , tnisus 23 mtn , culmen about 10 to 11 mm 

Distribution Himalayas fiom Gnihwal to the extieme Hast of 
Assam , the IClmsia, Xaga and Cuihar Hills South of the Brah- 
maputra but not refolded fiom Manipur oi farthei South an«I 
Bast 

Nidification The Ghestnut-hended Wren bieeds between 6,000 
and 8,000 feet in the months of .June and July, building a nest 
much like that of tlie last bird but less well put togefhei and 
lined with feathers instead of roots During the bleeding season 
it haunts oak and other forests where tlieie is ample under- 
growth and wheie the moss and parasitic plants me luxuriant 
The nest is placed either zn a bush or low branch of .i tree and no 
attempt seems to be mnde at concealment, though in appearance itis 
so like the numerous clumps of moss which aic to be seen m every 
dnection that it would never attiact attention Occasionally a 
nest may he found in amongst the moss on a tiee-trunk oi hanging 
fioin a branch and in such cases they aie veiy difficult to detect 
The eggs number three or, 'ess often, four and m e like those of 
the Slaty-bellied "Wren but usunlly much darkei and richer m 
colouring Fifteen eggs nveinge 17 4x129 mm and the ex- 
tremes ai e maxima, 18 3 x 13,4 mm and minima, 16 8x124 mm 
A larger senes tvould probably give a smaller average 

VOL I . 2h 
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Hata tB The Cliestnut-headed Wren has been found ns high 
as 11,000 feet in Sikkim and, on the other hand, Stevens has found 
them in the low foot-hills of the Assam Himalayas Jn their 
haunts and actions they ierj closely resemble Testa ci/aniventei 
Osmaston savs — “This pretty little bird, like Testa , has the 
habits of a Wren and frequents brushwood undei high forest, 
rarely ascending moie than a few feet above the ground Xt is 
common m the neighbourhood of Darjeeling at all ele\ ations up 
to 8,000 feet, according to season 

“ It a shrill call of four notes resembling that of Cuhcicapa 
ceylonettsts which it utters as it moi es restlessly about m thick 
cover ” 

It is entirely insectivorous in its diet and just as averse to 
taking flight as is the Slaty- bellied Wren 
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[Synonyms >» italics ] 


abbotti {JMalacoci ncla), 260 
abbot It (JTiirdtnus), 260 
Acanthoptila, 203 
Actinodura, 303 
^%ithn] iscus, 03 

^githms, 339 
semodinm (Oonostomn), 104 
eemodtum ( Conostoma ). 104 
c smodttts ( Conostoma ), 104 
cemodius (Lophophancs), 84 
tBm.od.izis (Paras), 84 
tsralatus ( Pleru/h t us ) 333 
roralatits teralatus (Pfceruthiua), 333 
Aethorhynehus. 337 
^thostntnn, 259 
affine (T'rochalcrpteriim'), 172 
affine affine (Trochalopteram), 172 
affints ( ffarrufer), 172 
albigulans (Pume/ia), 229 
albigulans ( Malacocercus), 229 
albigulans ( Pomatorhmus ), 215 
albigulans abuensis (Dumetm), 230 
albigulans abuensis ( Dumetia ), 230 
albigulans albigulans (Dumetia), 229 
alhogulans ( Gamtlax) , 153 
alhogulans ( Ianthocmcla ), 153 
albogularis olbogulans (Garrulaz), 
lo3 

albogularis vrhistleri (Garrulax), 154 
albngulart «? tohtstleri (Garrulax), 154 
Alcippe, 275 
Alcurus, 379 
Alophor'cus, 367 
alpintts ( Pt/rrhocorax), 70 
allzro'ifi is ( Chrysomma ), 235 
altirostris (P//ctorbis), 235 
altirostris altirostris (Pyctorbis), 235 
altirostris gnseigulans (Pyctorbis), 
23G 

aUirostns scindicus (Pyctorbis), 237 


altirostris scindicus (P^c/orbs), 237 
ampcltna (Pitlima}, S18 
arapelinus (Hypoooliua), 357 
ampelmvs {Hypocolius), 357 
an alts ( Pt/cnonolus ), 410 
ana l is ( Tardus). 410 
andamanenszs ( Corvus ), 29 
annectens ( Leiopitla ), 300 
annectens (Xnupttld), 300 
annectens annectens (Tieioptila), 300 
annectens da-nsom (Leioptila), 302 
annectens saturate (Leioptila), 301 
aplonotus (Paras), 92 
argentauns (JWesi a), 354 
argentauns argentauns (UGesia), 354 
Avgys, 196 

aasamensM (Drymocataplms), 248 
asstmilzs ( Dendrocitta ), 53 
asst mtlts ( Scachyns ), 267 
nter zemodius (Lophoplmnes), 84 
atncapilfus ( Molpastes ), 387 
a triceps ( Brachypteryx), 281 
atneeps (Pams), 74 
atneeps (Rbopocichla), 281 
atneeps ( Rbopocichla ) 281 
atricepa atneeps (Rhopocichla), 281 
atneeps bourdtllom (Rbopocichla), 


atneeps mgrifrons (Rbopocichla), 
282 


at rosuperc titans ( Suthora ), 114 
aunfrons ( Chloropsis), 346 
aunfrons {Phyllornts), 346 
aunfrons aunfrons (Chloropsis), 346 
aunfrons davidsont (Chloropsis), 348 
aunfrons davidsont ( Chloropsis ), 348 
aunfrons mornata (Chloropsis), 349 
aunfrons tnornafus ( Chioropsts ), 349 
aungasterxanthorrhous(Pycuonatus), 


2 S 2 
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austenx {Gt ammaloptxla), 185 
austenx ( lanthocvncla ), 360 
austeni (Poma/orlttuu), 218 
austenx (. Proparns ) 291 
austenx { 'I'rochaloptet chi'), 3 GO 
austeni nustem (Inntbooincla), 1GO 
austeni victorias (Ianthocincla), 161 


Babax, 187 

hactnana (Pica), 88 
ba}]pu (Dendrocit ta), 55 
haylegt ( Dcndrocilta ), 55 
beavanx {Lophophancs), 86 
hclangcrt {Garrula r), 148 
Item/ait us>nt {Mol pastes), SS7 
hengaleusts (Ttmo/ia), 2 26 
hicolor ( Pi achgptergx ), 258 
bicolor (Prj tlirooiclila\ 258 
hteolot {Krtfthrocichla ) , 258 
htnghami {Stachyns), 266 
bispecnlai i*. (Oarrulus), 63 
bt’tpcculnri', ( Gamtlus ), 63 
bispeculans bispeculans (Qarrulue), 

63 

bispeculans liaringtom (Gnrruliis). 
65 

bisj^oulnris mterstmotus (Gai mlus), 

hispeculai ts xntei sfxnctus {Gam ulus), 

64 

bispeculans peraatui atus (Gun ulus), 

bispeculans pcrsaluratus ( Garrulus Y 

65 

blan forth {Pgcnonoiu i), 420 
bocharensts var t ntennedtus (Pants'), 
76 

bonvaloti ( ^gi llmbsciis), 96 
bonvalol i {JEgithalxscus) , 96 
bonvaloti bonvaloti (ASgithalisaus), 
96 

bonvaloti sliarpei (jSSgitlmliscus), 97 
bolt anens is (JP tea.), 39 
bourdillom {Alcippe), 282 
bout dxllonx { Phopoctchla ), 282 
brevicaudata ( Corgthociihla . ), 251 
brevicaudatus ( Tktrdxntis) 251 
brevicaudatus brevicaudatus (Turdi- 
nulus), 251 

bres icaudatus strmtus (Turdinulus), 

251 

brevicaudatus venmngi (Turdinulus), 

252 

brevtinudatus vcnntnqx (TVti dtliulus), 
252 

hrttcct (. Afctppt ), 278 
Inrunnea { Sttihora ), 112 
brxtntieieauda {M mla), 289 
hur man tens ( Orinxger),'3&4 
burmanieu * {Molpaslcs), 315 


tachntnans {Ctateropu s), 176 
cut human 8 (Troclialoptei uni), 176 
ca cl/ tn nans ( 2 roc ha l apt cm in), 176 
cacliuin.ins tnchinnans (Trochalo- 
pteruiti), 176 

caclnnnans cmnamomeum (Troohalo- 
p ter uni), 177 

ceei ulatxis ( Ctnclosoma), 141 
crrrulafa* {Urt/o uasicb), 141 
c*nrulutus cserulatus (Dryonastes), 

141 

LrCi ulatus kaurensis (Dryonastes), 143 
crernlatus subraerulatus (Dryonastes), 

142 

cnlltpgga {Pah/ la), 328 
tamfrons {Spurxvus,, 400 
timifi on* cumfi ins (Spi/uua), 400 
canotus ( Ciatcrojnt s), 191 
t nptstrafa { Ltopftltr ), 296 
captsti ata capistiata (Beioptila), 296 
capistmta palluln (Deioptila), 298 
capistrata pallida {Puij/fila.) 298 
capistrat uni { Chnc/o^oma), 296 
ca '•lane /can da {Siva), 314 
castuneicepx {lx ulus), 310 
ca&tauciccps {Min let), 2S8 
eastaneiceps { StfCtpants ), 288 
costaneiceps (Stnphidin), 810 
eastaneiceps {St aphid ta), 310 
eastaneiceps bi unueicnuda (Fseudo- 
liunla), 289 

castaneieeps cactnneiceps (Pseudo- 
ininla) 288 

casta netcoron ata { Ohgura ), 465 
castaiictvcnlns {Sitta), 123 
castnneiventns castaneiventns (Sitta), 
123 

castaneiventns oinnamoventns (Sitta), 

castaneiventris neglecta (Sitta), 126 
castaneocoronata {Sylvia), 465 
caBtaucocoronnta castaneocoronata 
(Tesia) 465 

castauoptera (Leioptila), 300 
cast anopt era {JAoptila), 300 
castauoptera { Malacxas ), 300. 
caryocatactes hemisnila (Nuoifraga), 
66 

caudaia (. Argi/d ), 198 
caudata { 2Vk«), 456 
caudaia ( Zhvctchla), 456 
caudnta caudata (Argya), 198 
cundatu lnitt on, (Argyu). 199 
caudatus {Cossyphu *), 198 
enudatus (Spelteot me), 456 
Cerasoplula, 373 
CerLbin, 428 
Certbudae 428 
chtnetrn* « (C/m) 45 
chmensis ( Corac/a-x), 45 
chxncnsis (Dryonaitcs), 141 
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ohmenBtB ohmensis (Oissn), 41 
oilmen sis leticogenys (Jlryonustes), 
141 

chlorocepAala ( Chloi opsts ), 330 
chloroccphahit (T’Ayl/oi ms), 350 
Ohloropsis, 346 
chocolatino- {Pnoepyga), 453 
chrtfatea ( StacJti/n s), 265 
cliryaa a assiunlis (.St icltyrin), 267 
cliijncn bingliaiui (Staibyris), JbU 
cbrysucn cliiysm (Stuihyris), Jli3 
dipjMei tin v aopa (ht u liyrin), 267 
chry-cea, cArymps { Stachyi »}, 267 
chrystetts (hioyitinr*'), 203 
i Arysopt era {Taut Aocint la), 166 
chrq<tipfcrttiit ( Ti o< htiloptct urn) , 166 
chrytort Aotdrs { //tenia farin'.), 387 
ehrysotis (Liupaiua), 203 
< hry softs (i’j open «<), 20 3 
t trier acca. ^Tanthncinela), 106 
unnrmea einei nco i (Tantbocincla), 
156 

cinemcen stynm (lantliocincln.), 157 
rtnei at. cum (7/« Aalopterum ), 156 
ctnerea (il ftnla), 287 
cmeiea (Psetidomniln), 287 
etncrct frons ( Cm fa n/m<), 106 
c uiem ft on > ( # «/»\ ) 106 

cincmfrons (Xurdoidea), I9h 
c merciucntns ( Jti acAypodiu a), 426 
c tneret vent ris (iV/crop/n), 426 
cmereiveiif ris (ftlicroinrstis), 426 
rmereiK (Pnn/»), 74 
c mere ns {Silit/xinis) 287 
cimamotncoveufrts ( Silt a . ), 125 
emnantontettm ( 7 rm Aaloplerwn), 177 
ct ntiamo metis { Dn/mocataphus ), 244 
iinnauiovcntrts (Sit la), 125 
Cissii, 45 

dark it (Zni/twj, 324 
commtr/us ( Partis'), 78 
communis kortyeun ( Panes), 82 
concoloi { Hypstpctes ), 372 
concinnuB (^gitlialiicua), 03 
concinnua irednlei (./Egitbrdiscua), 93 
concmnus irednlei {JEgifAaltscus), 93 
concinnua liinginpurenua (JCgitbnlis- 

oiib), 94 

connnuus pulcbellus (2Bgitbaliscus), 

95 

concinnua tnlifuensis (-3£gi tli aliscna), 

95 

Conostoma, 103 
curai (Corvus), 21 
coiar (Oorvu*), 21, 23 
corax Iu.wrem.ei (Corvus), 21 
corax tibetnnus (Onnua), 23 
romir (coi v«n), 32 
cornix abarpn (Corvus), 32 
coionatns {sF'githalua), 100 
coronntus (Xteimz), 100 


corona (Cbrints), 24 
corune orientulis (Corvus), 24 
coronoides (Corvus), 25 
coionotdes andanianensis (Corvus), 
29 

t oronotdes cnltninntus (Corvus). 28 
coionoides intermedins (Corvus). —8 
coronoides levmllanti (Corvus), 27 
Corvida: 18 
Corvus, 20 

con us i uficullis (Coi vus), 23 
cradtlocAi {SutAora), 111 
Ci linger, >361 

crmtf/ci { 13* arht/podtus P)), 3bB 

cnniqcr ( Pt tchnle^fe*), 366 

c nniger cr linger (Tncbuli stes), 3‘»G 

crispi frons (Cursnm i), 249 

c* ispi/rou-. ( C* i/gsophila ), 240 

ci i+pt/i out ( / «r</i/i«s), 2-19 

Orj pstrluna, 56 

ctii. lillutn (Cry psn bum), *57 

citcut. ’at a (t'/yyisirAiiiff), 57 

ciien/lata { TJ* w ismi), 44 

Culmmatub {Coi tio), 28 

Ciirsom i, 248 

Cutin, 329 

* t/am venter (Ovo), 4C3 
cj iiiiteiifei cy mu venter (Tcsi i), 463 
cyamteufi is {Pyenouotiuf), 416 
eyamoenfi is { Jena), 463 
cyani t enti is cy uni entris (Pj cuo- 
notus), 416 
Cj nuoderum. 271 
cytmopogon (Ohloropsis), 353 
cyanopoqon ( Chforopws ), 313 
cyanopogon {PAyUornts) 313 
cyanouroptera { Siva ), 314 
cj anouroptern cyanouroptera (Si vn), 
314 

cyaiiouroptera oatesi (Sivn), 316 
cyanouroptei a oatesi {Siva), 316 
cyanouroptera sordida (Sivu), 31G 
cyanouroptera wingalei (Siva), 315 
cyanua tiausehanious (Pams), 81 
cyanus var tiauschantcus {Cyawistcb), 


daflaensis CActmodura ), 309 
daflaensts {hops), 309 
davidiana tbompaom (U eosuthora). 
Ill 

daotaom {hemtnts), 376 
r la vt so nt {hies), 413 
dait<ont {Taoptila) , 302 
daitsom {S/acht/rts), 265 
datnsom ( Tnrdinulus), 254 
delessert* ( Ci ater opus), 149 
delesserti (Qarrulax), 149 
delessci lx ( Garrtdax ), 149 
Dendrocitta, 47 
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dnulemata atnpelina (Yulnnu), 318 
dteardt ( Gramtiaae ), 148 
dtardt ( Turdtts ), 148) 
dichrous (Xfophopbanes), 66 
dichrous (ZtopAnpnanes), 87 
dichrous (Panto), 87 
dichrous dichrous (IiophopbaneB), 87 
dicbrous wellsi (Xjophopbanea), 87 
dichrous wells* CLopkophanes), 87 
discolor (Certhia), 435 
discolor ( Ocrthuz), 435 
discolor discolor (Certhia), 435 
discolor fuliginosa (Certhia), 438 
discolor inampurrnsiB (Certhia), 437 
discolor victorias (Certhia). 437 
DryonnBtes, 138 
ductus (J Prqparus), 283 
dubtus ( Schcentpartt »), 283 
dubius diibms (Sohcemparus), 283 
dubius genestieri (Schoemparus), 285 
dubius mandellu (S«*5oeniparus) ( 284 
Dumetia, 228 


earlu (Argya), 107 

earl** (^4rras), 197 

earl** \Malaaocer cuts'), 197 

egerton* (ulclinodttrd), 303 

egertom e^ertnni (Aotmodura), 303 

Bgertoni Jcliaaiana (Actinodura), 304 

egertom nppom (Actinodnra), 305 

Elaihurn, 448 

emerta (XaHtm), 394 

emerta ( Otocompsa ;), 394 

emeris omens (Otocompsa). 394 

etneria fuscic&udata (Otocompsa), 

396 

emeni peguensu (Otocompsa). 396 
epilepidfotus bakon (Turdinulus), 255 
epilepidotus baleen ( Turdinulus), 255 
epilepidotus davisoni (Turdinulus). 
254 

eremtta ( Graculus ), 68 
Eiponus, 324 

erythrocepbalmu (Cmdosomn), 163 
eryLhrocephalum (Trochaloptenun), 
162 

erythrocephalum ( Ti ochalopierum ), 

163 

eryt.broceplin.lum c brysopterum (Tro- 
chaloptennn), 166 

erythrocephalum erythrocephalum 
(Trochalopteram), I(i3 
erythrocephalum ery I brolamia (Tro- 
cbaloptertim). 164 

erythrocephnliiin gudwini (Troclialo- 
pteiuui) 16 s ) 

crythrocej tit alum godtain * ( Trochalo- 

jpternm), 165 

cry tbroceplialum melauostigma (Tro- 
clmlopte* uin), 167 


erythrocephalnm nigrimentuui (Tro- 
chalopterum), 164 

erytbrocepbalum ramaayi (Xrochalo- 
pterum), 168 

erytbrocepbalum woodi (Trcchalo- 
ptenim), 166. 

erythrocephalum wood * ( Trochalo- 

pterum), 166 

erythroceph alus (. /Egtthuliscus ;), 93 
Erj throcicliln, 258 
erythrogenys (Pomntorhmus), 219 
erythrogenys (, 'Pomalorhtuus ) 220 
erytbrogenys ery tbrogenys (Pomato- 
rhinns), 220 

erythrogenys gravivex (Pomato- 
rhinua), 221 

erythrogenvs banngtom (Pomato- 
rlnnus), 220 

erythrogenys lmberlna (Pomato- 
rbinus), 222 

erythrogenys macdellandi (Pomato- 
rhmus), 221 

eythrolarma ( Trochalopterwm ), 164 
erythraphthalmus (JSeos) 422 
erythrophthalmus erytbropbtbalmus 
(Pycnonotus), 422 
erythroptera ( Timaltd. ), 271 
erytbroptera erytbroptera (Cyano- 
derma), 271 

erythropterum ( Cyanodermd ), 271 
erythropterus (Xantsc), 331 
erytbropterus (Pteruthius), 331 
erythropterus (Pferti/AraiJ, 331 
euptilosa ll'tnarocichla), 399 
europsea nagnensis (Sitta), 127. 
eutilota (Pinaromcnla), 399 
eutzlotus ( Braehypus t), 399 


Jatrhanh* ( Troch oloptertim ) , 178 
familiana (Certhia), 432 
familiana hodgsom (Certhia), 434 
familiana khamenois (Certbia), 434 
Tamilian* nepalensis (Certhia), 433 
fees ( SuthoraJ , 111 
ferruginosuo (Poinatorlunus), 231 
Jerrugmosus ( JPomatorhinns), 213 
ferruginoans albigulans (Pomato- 
rhinus), 215 

ferruginosus Terrugmosiis (Pomato- 
rlunus), 213 

ferruginosus maruc (Pomal orbinus) , 
215 

ferriigmostis pli iy rei (Ponintorhinus), 
214 

fmlaysom (Pycnonotus), 412 
Jlnlat/soti* (P^c«o«o/iw), 412 
finlaysoni dansom (Pycnonotus) 413 
finlaysmn finlaysoni (Pycnonotus), 

412 

Jlavula ( ETemtxus ), 374 
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flavala davisom (Heminu), 376 
flavala flnvala (Heiiuxus), 374 
flavaln Inldebrnndi (Heunxua), 376 
flaveolus (Crtutgrr), 363 
flaveolus ( Trtchophorus ), 3f»d 
flavescens (Pt/onanolus). 363 
flavescens (JSTantAtAus), 392 
ilswacens flavescens (Xanthixus), 
392 

flavescens vivid us (Xanthixus), 393 
flavescrtt % vt vtdus (Xantht vtts), 393. 
flavtcollts (j Tt n I us), 32 2 
flavtcollts ( Yiiltina ), 322 
flavieollis bmleji i Ixulus), 323 
flavtcollts bailey t (Truitts'), 323 
flavieollis flatiiolltx (Ixulus), 322 
flavieollis barter! i (Ixulus), 322 
flat icol Its harterti (/j k l us), 323 
flavirostns (Purudoxoi in-), 105 
flavirostns / Pat adorornts), 103 
Jlavu osirts (Vstloi hums), -13 
flavirostns (Urocts-a), -13 
flavirostns ( 0nwtM>a), 43 
flanrostns cucullntn (Urocissa), 44 
flnurostns fliivn ostris (Urocis«a), 43 
flavtvettlrt* (Oiocomp”a), J97 
flaut centre* ( Vtuiqu), 397 
flaviventris flavn entris (Olocompsa), 
397 

flnviventns minor (Otarompsa), 398 
flattventi is minor ( Olocompsa), 398 
flavoenstatus (Partis), 103 
formoaa ( Elacbum). 44*1 
formusn (Sittn), 131 
formosa (Sitfa). 131 
farmosms ( IVoglodytes), 449 
fratercula (. Alctppe ). 277 
frontalis (Dendrocitta), 54 
frontalis (Dendrocitta), 54 
front alls (Sit fa), 132 
frontal) 8 frontalis (Sit la). 133 
frugilrgus ( Carvns ), 30 
frui'ilegus tscbiisii (Cor v us), 30 
Jrttgtlequs tchusit (Corout), 30 
Fulvetta. 289 
fulvifrons (Suthora). 113 
fulvifrons ( Teinnorts), 113 
fulvifrons fulvifrons (Sutbora), 113 

fusctcaptlluai (Pel/omeum), 245 
ruRcicnpil lu m babaulti (Fellomeum), 
245 

Jitrctt apt l linn babaultx (Scot act eh la), 
245 

fu«cicapilluui fascicnpillum (Pellor- 
iieitin), 245 

ftt*t icapt flu* (J)rymocatnphttb), 245 
fust tea it i fa ta (Olocompsa), .196 
fitseijlaietcus (Pr achy pod t it*), 425 
fusetfla vrtt cits ( Mtcroptt *), 425 

gnlbamis (D ry on ns lea), 145 


galbanus ( Dryonastes ), 145 
galbanus (Garrulax), 145 
Gnmpsorhynchus, 230 
gaueesa ( Hypsipetes ), 372 
Garrulax, 145 
Garrulus, 59 
yenesltei t (Alcippe), 285 
goiavier aualis ( Pynconotus), 410 
gractlxs ( Hypsi-petes), 298 
gracilis (l<eioptiIa). 298 
gractlts ( Lioptila ), 298 
gntcttlus (Corvus), 70 
graculns ( Pi rrbocorax). 70 
Graiiuuatoptila, 184 
gravtvex ( Pomatorhinus ), 221 
grtseiecps ( Granger ) 365 
qrtsetgnla ns (Pyctorhr*), 236 
gnseits ( Ciater opus ) 193. 194 
grisrtts ( Tit nil ex), 103 
gnseus griEeus (Turdoidea), 193 
gnsens atnatus (Turdoidea), 194. 
gulnris (Argya), 199 
gulu ns (Argya), 199 
gularis (Brachypus), 415 
quia r is (Chatarrhata), 199 
gularis (Gnrrulnv), 152 
gularts (Gan ttlajc), 15 2 
gularis ? Tanthocincla), 152 
gularts (A furor ms), 274 
gularts ( Paradoxomts ). 118, 
gulans (P\ cnonotiis), 415 
gularts ( Pycnonotus ). 41o 
gulans (ScTorlijnchua), 118 
gularts ( Yvhtna ). 317 
gularis craddocki (Sutbora), 111 
gularis gulans (Psittiparus). 118 
gularis gulans (Puhma), 317 
gularts minor ( Afuconus ), 274 
gularis transfluvialis (Psittiparus), 

118 

118 

gularis ynngpiensis (Yuhina), 318 
guttata (Thrmgorhina), 262 
guttata (Thrtnqorhtna), 262 
guttaticollis (Pamdnzomu), 106 
guttaticollis (Pttradoromts), 106 
guttaticollis ( Turdmulus), 254 
gutfatus ( PurdtHUS ), 262 
gutturalis ( Crmtger ), 362 

htrmorrho us (il folpastes), 383 
heemorrhous ( Muxcicapa ), 383 
bminorrbous beugolensis (Molpastes), 

387 

lnemorrhous burmanieua (Molpaat ea), 

385 

bsQiuorrlious clirj aorrboides (Mbl- 

pastea), 387 

lnemorrhous hxcmorrbous (Mol- 

pastes), 383 
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hismori bouB inteimedius(Molpastes), 
3S9 

hoamorrhoiis nignpileua (Molpnatea), 
386 

hieniorrlious pal I id ua (Mbl pastes), 
385 

htemon hous pallidas ( Afolpastcs ) , 385 
7ia.rdioicZ.tz ( C'hloropsts ), 349 
liardwickn linidwicku (Cliloropsia), 
349 

Implonota (Kinchin n), 450 
kaplonota (. JSlachura), 450 
haplonutus (Alnchlolophus), 02 
harm atom (Gran uitts) D * 
harmgtom (I’omaloi /«««••), 220 
hemzspzl a ( J\ r uct f raga. ), 60 
Heiuixtis, 374 

Iiennci (Trochaloplerum), 183 
henna Q 7'rochalopterirm), 183 
Hilarocichla, 33b 
hildehrandi {He imams), 376 
himalayana (Cut thin), 4 28 
himalayana ( Cert Jit a), 430 
hunulayaim himalayana (Certhia), 
430 

himalayana intermedia (Cert hi a), 
432 

himalayana. intermedia ( Certhia), 
432 

himalayana tseniura (Certhia), 431 
himalayana yunnanenais (Ceitlna), 
432 

htmalayenses ( Dendroeitta ), 62 
hirualn jensis (bitta), 122 
hrma lay casts ( Sit fa), 1 22 
hod.gt.oni ( Certhia ) 434 
holerythrops ('Irochaloptemm), 164 
holt* bmghami (Ioie), 379 
TTorizillas, 257 

hursfleldi (Poinatorhinus), 210 
horsfieldt ( [Pomatorhmus ), 210 
horafleldi horafleldi (Pomato- 
rhintis), 210 

horsfieldi melanurus (Pomnto- 
rbnus), 212 

horafleldi obscui us (Pomatorhmua), 

21 1 

horafleldi trnrancorlensia (Pomnto- 
rhinua), 211 

horsfieldt traoanconensis { JPomato - 
rhtuus), 211 

hitmei (Hefei orh//nehus)f 461 
humei (Splienociclila), 461 
hnmei ( Sphcnocichla ) f 461 
hum** ( Mol pastes), 391 
humtt ( Sufhora ), 1JO 
hum tits (Ixulit s), 324 
liumilia (Podocea), 71 
humilts ( Podoees), 7 1 
biinuiiB dark 1 1 (lxtilus), 324 
humiiiB huniilia (Xxulus), 324 


button* ( bfalacoccrcus ), 109 
hyperrtlira (Dumetm), 228 
h yperytk » a ( Dnmetia ), 228 
hyperythra ( Itmalza), 228 
Hypocolms, 350 
hi/poleucus ( Othorhmus ), 222 
liypoleucua (Pomntoi liinus), 222 
hypolettcus (Pomciioi limits), 222 
hypoloucus hj poleucus (Pomato- 
rhinus), 222 

li> poleucus Lickelli (Poniatoi hinus), 


Ianthocincla, 155 
icterica (Tole), 405 
ic ter tea (dole), 405 
ictencua ( Crtmger), 405 
iQLerocepliala chlorocophala (Ohloron- 
ais), 350 

lgnotinctn (Minh), 355 
tgnoizneta ( Mtnla ), 353 
tgnoittm ( Pellomeum ), 243 
iL'notum ntinamoiaoum (Pellorneum) 
244 

ignotum ignotum (Pellorneum), 243 
t mherbis ( Pomatorhmus ), 222 
imhricalum ( Trochaloplerum ), 183 
imlnricatus (Crarmlax), 183 
msolens ( Coivus ), 34 
intermedins ( Allotrxus ), 335 
intermedins ( Corvus ), 23 
intermedius (. Molpastcs ), 380 
intermedins ( Ptcruthms ). 235 
intermedius ( Pycnonotus ), 289 
Iole, 402 

loschistus (ZESgillialiscus), 99 
xoschislos (. TEqithahscus ), 99 
i osehietos (Pams), 99 
Ixops, 307 
Ixulus, 321. 


jerdoni (Ohlnropsie), 382 
jerdont ( Chloropsts), 352 
jerdoni ( Qarrulasc ), 177 
jerdoni (Phyllornis), 352 
jerdont (hmalta), 227 
jerdoni (Trochalopternm), 177 
jerdont ( JProchaloptcmm), 177 
lerdom fairbanki (Trochalopternm), 
178 

jerdoni jerdoni (Troohalopterum), 
177 

jerdoni mei idionnle (Ti ochalo- 
pterum), 178 


kashminen8is (Sitta), 128 
kashmmensis (Sitta), 128 
kaureiisia (Dryonastea), 14 1 
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Aaurieusis ( TJroctchla ), 454 
Kelnnrtin, 42b 
Ahamcnsis ( Certhia ), 434 
Ahasiana (. Acimodura ), 304 


lafresnaji (Aetliorhynclms), 338 
Jaficsnayt ( Acthorhynchus ), 338 
/ 1 frcsnayi (/ora), 333 
lunceolntus (Qurrulus) 60 
lancenlatu * ( ffai j »/«»), 60 
Innceulatu* (P/c ot hunts), 187 
lmccolatus 1 liiceolntus (Bnbas;), 187 
lauceolntm lirtorm (Bubax), 188 
Inurt ti^ir ( CVn »•>) 31 
Jjcioptila, 2 a lt> 

luicugistn (Drndiocitta), 51 
Icitcngustm (Dendrocttta), 51 
leucogeuj s (/Egithaliscus), 97 
Icucogcnys (JEgithali*ru<), 97 
leucugcn gs (7?/ achypii't), 389 
icucogcnys ( Crafcrgpus ), 141 
leucogcnys ( AIol pastes ) , 339 
leucogcnys ( Ontcs), 97 
leuLOgcnj s bumii (Molpastrs), 391 
leucogen\s leitcogenya (Sfolpastes), 
589 

lnucogenys leucotis (Molpastea), 399 
l+ucotopnus ( Corona), 146 
leucolophu s ( Garrtiln -r), 146 
leucoloph us belangeri (Qarrulax), 

148 

leucoloplius diardi (Qarrulax), 148 
Icucolaplius leucolophus (Qarrulax), 
146 

/cucopsts (Sit fa), 130 
Ieucopsis leucopaia (Sitta), 130 
leucoptems ( Glattcopsis ), 58 
leucopterua (Platyamurna), 58. 

/<• ucoptem s ( Platysmurus ), 58 
leucotis (Garralus), 61 
leucotis ( Garni tux ), 61 
fcucofts (/xos), 390 
leucotis ( Afolpastcs ), 390 
leucotis leucotis (Garrulus), 61 
leucotis oatesi (Qnrrulus), 62 
Icvaillanti ( Corvus), 37 
l mealum ( Cinc/nsoma) 180 
lineatum (Troclmlopteru m), 180 
hneatum ( Trochalopfcnim ), 180 
lineatum gilgit ( Ianthocincla ), 182 
lmentiini gilgit ('JLrocbalopterum), 
182 

/inm/iini ffricctten^mr (/an/Aocjnrfa), 
181 

liueatum gmeicentior (Trochalo- 

pterum), 181 

lineatum unbricatum (Trocbalo- 

pterum), 183 

lineatum lineatum (Trocbalopterum), 
180 


lineatum ziaralensis (Trocholopte- 
rum), 182 

lineatum, znaratcnsis ( Tanthoemcla , ), 
182 

Lioparus, 293 
Ijiothrix, 327 
IiiotrichroEe, 326 
longteaudafa ( Pnoepyga ), 452 
long tea ud at a ( Urocichla ), 452 
longicaudatus (Spel-corms), 451 
longicaudatus chocolatmus (Spelxe- 
orms). 453 

longiLaudatus launensis (Spelaeorxns), 

454 

longicaudatus longicaudatus (Spelte- 
ornis), 452 

longicaudatus oatesi (Spelceorms), 
4o5 

longicaudatus reptatus (Spelrcomis), 

455 

longicaudatus smlumensis (Spelxe- 
orms), 453 

longirostrts (Arg) a), 202 
longirostris (. Argya ), 202 
longirostrts ( Pyctorhis ). 202 
fonnhergt ( Cnmgcr ), 408 
Xiophoplinnes, 83 
lutea (ijiotbnx), 327 
lutea ( laothnx ), 328 
lutea callipjga (Liot lirix), 32S 
lutea j unnauensis (Liot hrix), 329 
lutea yunnanensis (ZiofAnt), 329 
luteolvs (Hesmatoi ms), 417 
luteolus (Pyononotua), 417 
luteolvs ( Pycnonotus ), 417 


macclellandi (Hemtxus), 377 
macclellandi ( Hypsipetes ), 377 
macclellandi ( Pomatorhinus ), 223. 
macclellandi binebami (Hemixua), 
379 

macclellandi macclellandi (Hemixui), 
377 

macclellandi tickellu (Hemixus), 378 
Machlolophus, 89 
macrorhynchus ( Cordis ), 27, 28, 29 
magna (Sitta), 128 
magna (Sitta), 128 
magna magna (HloriziIIas), 257 
magnirostre ( Alctppe ) 258 
magnuostre (Horirillas). 258 
magnirostre (Ufalacopfcrum), 258 
mo^mrosin s (Alcippe), 280 
magnirostns ( Psitorhmus ), 42 
magnum ( Mdlacoptcrum ), 257 
majoi (Pams), 73 ^ 

major cinereus (Fnrui), 74 
major commixtus (Pnrus), 78 
major intermedins (Pants), 76 
major knsebminensii (Partis), 76 
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■mayor ha«chminensi& (Pam*), 76 
innjur mahrattarum (Parus), 77 
major mahrattarum (Parus), 77 
major planoruiu (Parus), 77 
major planomm (Pams), 77 
major ubetauus (Parus), 77 
nuyor tibetanus (Pants), 78 
malabartca ( Chloropsts), 348 
malabaricus (Malacocerous), 102 
malaceensis (Hypsypetes), 404 
malaceensis (Tote), 404 
iiialnoconris malaceensis (lole), 404 
Mulacocinclu, 260 
mnlacoptilus (Bimntor), 253 
malacopctlus (Rtmator), 255 
malcclmi (Argya), 200 
mateolmi (.Argya), 200 
malcalmi (7'tmalia), 200 
nutndelln (Pellonteum), 240 
mandeUtt (Schacutpanus), 284 
mantpurensrs (ASgtfhaltsetts), 94 
mantpurensts ( Crrlhta), 437 
mampurensiB (Rulvetta), 202 
mantpurensts {Proparus), 292, 
marine ( Pomaforhtntt *), 21 5 
mearsi ( Pomator hinus), 207 
melautcterus (Alu^ctcapa), 414 
inelanicleniM (Pycnonotus), 414 
melamcteriis (Pgcnouotus) 414 
melanocephala. (TTrocia^a), 40 
melanocephala magniroitna (Uro- 
«nssa), 42 

i melanocephala melanocephala fUro- 
oiasa), 41 

melanocephala occipitalis (Urocisaa), 
41 

melanoccphalus ( Coraetus ), 41. 
melanocephaltes (Lantus), 423 
melanoccphalus (Afteropus), 423 
mdanocephalua fusciILrresceiiB (Mi- 
cro tarsus), 425 

melnnocephalus melanocephalus 
(Microtarsus), 423 
Melanchlora, 101 
melanoleuca (Ttoptila), 299 
melanoleuca (Stbta), 299 
mdanoleuca melanoleuca (IieioptilnJ, 

299 

melanoleuca radchfiei (Iieioptila), 

300 

melanolophus (Hophophnnes), 83 
meianolophus (Tophophanes), 83 
melanolophus (Pat us) 83 
melanosftgjjia (t ramtlax ), 167. 
melaitosfigma ( T’-rochalopterurn), 167 
melarfotia (Ptemthius), 333 
pmnotiB liiterinediua (Pterutlnus),_ 

melanotis melanolis (Pteruthius), 
333 

melauurus ( Potmatorhvnus ), 212 


mendtonale ( Iro^halopterori), 178 
merttltna (Stactocichla), 18b 
merulma meruhna (Stactocichla), 
186 

tnentltnus ( Garnilax), 186 
Mesia, 353 
Microscelis, 368 
Microtarsus, 422 

luilnei sharp ei (Troehalopterum') 
170 

Minis, 355 
mtnor {Parus), 78 
minus (Pellomettm), 242 
Mixorms, 272 
modeatus (Sylviparus), 88 
modesltie (Sylutparus), 88 
inodeatus inodestus (Sylvipnrug), 88 
modeatus Baturatior iSylviparns), 89 
madestus simlacnaia (Sjrlnparua), 88 
modestus smtlaensis ( Sylvijrartts ), 88 
Molpastes, 381 
manedula (Corvtts), 36 
inonednia Bcenimenngii (Gorvus), 36 
monthger ( Ctnclosoma ), 151 
tnontltyer ( G amt la at), 151 
luomliger fuscnfai (Garrulnx), 152 
montityer Juacota (Gnn ulax), 152 
momliger moniligor (Garrulnx), 151 
monttcolub (Parus), 80 
monticolux monticolus (L'am*), 80 
limltl punctata (NucitYnga), 1*7 
multi punctata (Hitcrfiagti), 67 
mutarta (Crrthia), 441 
mumns (Xicliodroina), 441 
murarta (Tahotlt oma), 441 
Myzomis, ,144 


nagaensis (Stlta). 127 
uasalis (Pjctorlns), 231 
neglecta (. Anothura ), 446 
neglecta (Sitta), 12t> 
neglect us ( Troglodyte s), 446 
ITeosutliora, 115 
nepaleusis (. Acanthophila ), 201. 
nepalensis (Aletppe), 275 
nettalcntts (Traps), 307 
t tepalensts (Siva), 275 
nepalensis (Suthura), 109 ' 
nepalensis (Suthot a), 109 
nepalensis fmterculn (Alcippe) 277 
nepalensis nepalenriB (Alcippe), 275 
nenmayer tephronota (Sitta), 129. 
n tcobartcnsis ( Hypsipete «), 408 
nieobanensiB (Iule), 408 
ntcohai trusts (lole), 408 
mgt icapt fata {Brachyptcryx) 216 
mgrinipitaluni (Pellortieuin), 24t» 
nt gneapitatu* (Th gmocatajdtus), 246 
ntgrtceps (Staihgi «), 264 
mgriceps coltarti (Stachjn*i, 2t».» 
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ttigrtceps coif art* ( Stacht/rxs), 265 
mgni ep# dnnsom (biaclijns), 265 
nigrtcep* n lgrireps (Stacliyru), 264 
ntgrxfrotts (Alcippn), 282 
wgrtfrons (llhttpoetehla )» 282 
nignmentum (Polyoclon ) , 320 
nignmenfum {Trochaloptcmm), 164 
ntgnmenfttm (I’uAoia), 320 
■ugnmentuiii menmentuin (Ynhiim), 
320 

ntgnpiletts (Afolpaztes). 386 
ntgnpifeus (Pqcnonotus). 386 
mgrolutea (jEEgitlnnn), 344 
ntgroltUea (vBjv-Ajiio), 344 
utgrvlutea (/ora), 344 
nij»lenna (Acanlhoptila), 204 
ntpaleHsis (Auothvra), 445 
ntpaleusis ( Certhxa), 433 
mpa/nMU (Ciuelosomd), 307 
ntpalensts (Curia), 329 
mpalenaii (Ixops), 307 
mpalensta ( Punalut ), 204 
ntpalena* a (Trtglodgfes), 445 
mptilenaiB daflnontu (Ixopi), 309 
mpalensia nipalenma (Oiitis), 329 
nipnlensiB nspnlensis (Ixops), 307 
liipalensis poliotiB (Ixops), 309 
mpalensts vmldem (Ixops), 308 
mveognlnns (iEgitbalueus), 98 
iitwogn&ru (JEgxthal iscus), 98 
mveogulart* (Ontex), 98 
nuchal ib (Siyanaates). 140 
nuchalts (2?rgon <zm), 140 
nuchalts Gnrrulax), 140 
nuchalts (Partis), 70 
nuchalts ( Paras), 79 
uuchnlia (Potnaiorhinua), 208. 
nmchalts (Poinatorhmtts), 208 
Naeifnga, 65 

nates* ( Garru /tu), 62. 
oates* ( ZJmchu hla ), 455 
obscnrns ( Pomaforhtnua i), 211 
ifccipitnlta (Ixulus), 321 
vcetpitaiis 521 

occi pi talis (/*« lorhinttt), 41 

«w pi to/t< (Am) 321 
ncctptfali* ( Krwiw) 41, 42 
occtptfalts (Ytthtna), 310 
occiintuli* occipitalis (Ytilima), 310 
«<c el fata (Innthocmcfn), IVb 
ucrllala ocellatn ( (nntlirx mcla), 155 
'•erllatniu (Cnicfouima) IV* 
ttcliracciccps (Ponntorlimus), 217- 
«rA race ter /i i (Potnaf*rrhnitt*), 217, 
«»rhrncciceps nttsLcm (Funint urlnuus), 
218 

och race i ceps ocliracetccps (l’onmto- 
rhinna), 217 

ochracoiccps atcnorliynchus (Pomtlu- 
rliintt*), 21*> 


ochroceptmlus (Traclijcoiittis), 402 
ochrocepf talus (Trachgcomus), 402 
oehrosephalttx (TVirtltu), 402. 
ogle t (Achtitcrn), 2b2 
oglet (Thnngorluna), 262 
oaltx ( Tkrtngorhxna ), 262 
oltTacett (Iole), 406 

oltvacea cinnamomeoventna (Iole), 
407 

oliTacea lonnbergi (Iole), 408 
oltTacea vircscens (loin). 406 
oliracetis (Poraatorbmua), 209 
olxvacens (Poiiu/orlintu), 209 
olirnceus oliTncena (Poxnatorhinus), 

209 

oltvaceus nppom (Foraatorhinus), 

210 

onentalxa (Corpus), 24. 
ornata (Cisaa), 46 
omata (Cusa), 46 
ornata (Pu»), 46. 

Otocorupsa, 394 


-pallida grandts ( Cnntger), 365 
paluatre (Pellomenm), 242 
palustre ( PeUaruemri ), 242 
palnstns (Paru»), 82 
palustna korejewi (Pnrus), 82. 
polustns paectlopsta (Pnrus), 82 
Pnrndoxornis. 105 
pAStADoxoaitixmiuB, 103 
Pakiua, 72. 

FsruB, 73 
Fuasre*, lO 

peetorahs ( Garmtax ), 150 
peetaraMis ( lanthaanctd, ), 150 
pectornlis pcctondis (Ghvrrulox). 150 
pectonlw scinitorqunta (Garrulax), 
151 

Pellomeutn 237 
pcnictllnta (Kclnnrtia), 42C 
pcnicilfata (x%.elaarlta.\ 426 
jtentet flat its ( Pt/cnonofus ), 426 
phttoeephala (. Alctppc ), 277 
pht eoer phala davtsant ( Aletppe ), 279 
phaorephala hartnqfonue (Aletppe), 
280 

plireoceplmlus (Aloplimxtis) 308 
plueocephnfn * (Alophoumx), 308 
phtcocrp \alir* (/ros), 308 
phtrocephaltts (jl/icro/m<), 425 
phaqm (Alcipjtr). 27 S 
phaqre* (Pouia ttrrltimr*), 214 
phtrtucca (/uNtUartMe/ti), 168 
plitEMcruni (lVorlmlnptertim) 1G8 
phtxnirrnttt ( l mchnlojitcrnin) 168 
pbcraiceum baV.cn (Trocbnloptcruui), 
169 

ph<r itt ream haler* ( TroeAafopferon), 

169 
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plioeniceum phoenifoura (Trooha- 
lopterum) 108 

phueniceuni nppom (Xrochalo- 
pterum), 170 
Pita, 37 
pica (Pica}, 38 
pica bactnanu (Pica), 38 
pita bottnnensis (Pica), 39 
pica serica (Pica), 39 
■picaotd.cs (Sibia), —95 
pu aoides pic toides (Sibia), 293 
pilcata. (Printa} t 274 
pilenta (Pimalia), 2 25 
piUata (1 tme/ia ), 226 
pilentu bcngulensiB (fiiiialitt), 2 JO 
pileata joi doni (TuiiAim), 227 
Pinarocichln, d')9 
pxnunttz (Pomalot Aimim), 208 
Plaljr»muius t 58 
pliiraoaus (Py cnonotns), 418 
plum onus ( Pyncnonotns ), 419 
pliiinosus bituidfbi dt (Pyononotus), 
420 

plmuoBuB pltiinosua (Pycnonotiis), 

419 

pluinosus robmaoni (Pyononotus), 

420 

Pnoepyga. 457 
Podoces, <71 

ptscilopsis^Lophophanes), 82 
potoccphalus ( Brachypus ), 425 
poiocepbalna ( M!iorotar»na'), 425 
poioicephala ( Thxmalxa. ), 277 
pmoicephula brucei (Alcippe), 278 
poioic^phala dai iaoni ( Alcippe), 280 
poioicephala haringtonus (Alcippe), 
280 

poioicephala magnirostna (Alcippe), 
280 

poioicephala pbavrei (Aloippe), 278 
poioicephala poioicephala (Alcippe), 
277 

poltohs {lx ops), 309 
poliotis (, Suthora), 109 
poliotis Fere (Sutliora), 111 
poliotis huuiii (Sufchorn), 110 
poliotia poliotis (Suthora), 109 
poliotis nppom (Suthora), 111 
Pomatorhuius, 205 
psaroides ( \Ht/psipele, a), 369 
psaioicl**s (Micmscelis), 300 
panroides concoltir (Micioacelis), 372 
psaroides gam esu (Micros' cl is), 372 
psnruidcs mgi rHcens (Microscelis), 
371 

psaroides ntgiescens (Ht/pstpetes), 371 
psaroides psaroides (Microscelis), 
369 

Pseudommla, 280 
Psi tti partis, 116 
Pternthius, 330 


pulchella ( Ltoptxla ), 302 
pulchella (Situ a), 302 
pulehella pulchella (Zieioptila), 302 
pulchellits (ASyithafoscus), 95 
punctata ( Elachnra ), 449 
pusilla (Pnoepyga), 459 
pusilla (Pnoepyga ), 459 
pusilla pusilla (Pnoepyga), 459 
pustllns ( Pycnonotus ), 4 22 
Pycnonutidce, 359 
Pycn mntus, 410 
Pyctorhis, 233 
Pyi rhocorns, 68 
pyrrhticora^c (Py rrh ocorus), 08 
pgrt hocorax ( Upupa), 68 
pyrrhops (Stuchyridopsis), 271 
pyrrhojxt ( Stachyndapsis ), 271 
pyrrhops (Sfachyi a), 271 
pyrrhoura (Myzoims), 245 
pyrrhottra (Mysomis), 315 


tamsayt (j4 chnodura :), 305 
ramsayi ( Trochalopterum ), 108 
ram-nyi rndcliffoi (Aotiuodura), 306 
ramsayi -tadclrffiei ( Actinodura ;), 306 
ramsayi rain any i (Actinodura), 305 
HeuiiE, TOO 

r opt at a ( Ui ocichla), 455 
Rliopoaiolila, 281 
Bunator, 255 
nppom ( Actmodura ), 305 
nppom (Pomatot hinus), 210 
nppom ( Propants ), 291 
nppom ( Suthora}, 111 
nppom ( TYachalopterum), 170 
roberti ( Pnoepyga ), 253 
roberb (Sphen ocichla), 461 
roberti (Sphenocichla), 461 
roberti gutlaticollis (lurdinulus), 
254 

roberti roberti (Turdinulus), 253 
robmsom (Pycnonotus") , 420 
rostrata (jEtho^tomn), 259 
rostrata ( 7 Y’lchostoma ), 259 
rubidivontris (Tjopliophanes), 84 
rubidiventns ( Lophophanes), 84 
rubidtoenlns (Partis), 84 
Pubigula, 409 
rubncapilla (Mixorms), 272 
rubrtca pitta ( JWotacilla ), 273 
rubi icupilla minor (Mixurnis), 274 
rubi icnpilln pileata (Misorms), 2i4 
rubn cii pi ll.i i iibricnpill.t (M.ixomi'*), 

273 

rufa (Deiidroeitta), 48 
ntfa (. Dendrocttta ), 48 
rufa tinneon (Dendrocitia), 51 
rufa rufit (Deudi oeitfa), 48 
nifa satumtior (Dondi ocitta), 51 
rufa selateri (Deiidroeitta), «0 
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rufa -rrtgabitrda (Dendrocitta), 50 
rufesccns (Cratcropus), 195 
rufesccns ( .Malacocercns) 195 
rufescens (Turiloides), 195 
ruficapilla (JMixorntb) 273 
ruficapilla sordidiot (Full etta), 292 
ruficeps (Cldcuastcu*), 114 
ruficeps (Pai ado-conns'), 116 
ruficeps ( Pellorneum ), 238 
ruficeps (Stteorhyuchns), 116 
ruficeps ( Sf achy rid opsi<), 268 
ruficeps (Suthora) 114 
ruficeps <itrosuperciliariB (Suthoia), 
114 

lufirepB baker i (P-ittiparus), 117 
ruficeps bn hen ( Sc eeorhi/nchtts), 117 
ruficeps hhamocri'-i* (£slac7ii/i idopsis), 
269 

ruficeps bhamoensis ( StacTi i/ridopsis), 

269 

ruficeps granti (Pellorneum), 240 
ruficeps grant i ( Pillorneum ). 240 
ruficeps ]onc«i (Pellorneum), 241 
ruficeps jonc<n (Pellorneum ), 241 
ruficeps mandellii (Pellorneum), 240 
i uficeps minus (Pelloi neuin) 242 
luficeps ruficeps (Pellorneum) 238 
ruficeps ruficeps (Psittip irus), 116 
ruficeps ruficeps (Staclivrulopsis), 
268 

ruficeps ruficeps (Suthora), 114 
ruficeps subocnrnceum (Pellorneum), 
239 

ruficeps var atrosupcrcil tarts ( Chleua- 
s tens'), 114 

ritficollis (Con us), 23 
ruficollis (Dryouastes), 139 
ruficollts (. Dryonastcs ), 139 
ruficoll is ( lanthoeincla ■), 139 
ruficollis (Fomatorhinus), 216 
ruficollts ( Pomatorhmus ), 216 
ruficollis baken (Pomatorhmus), 217 
ruficollts baht ri ( Pomatorhmus ), 217 
ruficollis ruficollis (Pomntorbmus), 
216 

rufifrons (Slachi/r idopsis), 269 

rufifrons (Slachyns ) , 2b9 

rufifrons ambigua (Stacliyndopsis), 

270 

rufifrons ambigua ( Stachyndopsis), 
270 

rufifrons rufifrons (Stachyndopsis), 
269 

rufit/ens (Jsieltt'f) 311 
rufitfeni *> (Slajdudta), 311 
rnfigularts ( umla), 280 
rnfign laris (Sclicemparus) 286 
nefitfulan s (& horn t par us), 280 
rufiveuter (Hilaruciclila^ 137 
ru file liter (Pin uthius), 397 
rufiientris (Htlarocichla), 337 


j ufogularis (lanthoeincla), 158 
rufogulans assamensis (lanthoeincla), 
159 

rufogulans assamensis (lanthoeincla.) , 
139 

rufogulans nccidentalis (lantho- 
cincla), 159 

rufogulans occidentahs ( lanthoeincla ), 
159 

rufogulans rufogul iris '(Iautho- 
cincln), 158 

rufonttalmlis (Lophobnnes), 85 
rufonuchalis (Lophophancs), 85 
rufonuchalis beavam (Lophophancs), 
80 

rufonuchalis rufonuchalis (Loplio- 
phanes), 83 
tttfonttchas (Parus), 85 
rufulus (G-ainpsorb} nclius), 231 
rufulus (Gampsoi hytichu*), 231 
ruFulns rufulus (Gampsorlivnchus), 
231 

rufulus torquntus (Gampsorl'jncbus), 
23 2 

r it fits ( Cor v us), 48 
rtisitca (Pica), 38 

m 

Salpomis. 439 
sannio (Diyonnstes), 144 
sannio (JLh yonastes), 144 
saunio (Gat rielax), 144 
saturala (Lioptila). 301 
satumtwr (St/lt ipants), 89 
schisticeps (Poiuatorhimis), 205 
schisttceps (Pomalarhmus) 200 
schisticeps ciyptanthus (Fomato- 
rinnuB )» 207 

schisttceps crypt a nthus( Pom at or hums), 

207 

scbisticeps menrsi (Pomatorhmus), 

207 

schisticeps pmwilli (Pomntorhinus), 

208 

schiBticeps schisticeps (Poranto- 
i hmue, 20b 
Sclicemparus, 283 
semitorqtiata (Garrulax), 153 
sepxaria abbotti (Malacocmcla), 260 
senca (Pica), 39 
sharpei (JEgithahscns), 97 
sharpci (Trochaloptcrum), 170 
sjtttipn ( Corin'-), 32 
Sibm, 295 
Sibuno!, 294 

simile (Trochaloptcron), 174 
simplex (Pgcnovotus) 421 
simplex simplex (Pycnonotus) 421 
sinensis (Dendrocittn) 52 
sincnsr* (Purus) 233 
*ni crisis (Pgctorhis), 233 
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sinenau aasimilis (Dendrooittn). 53 
sinensis Initials} nun (Dendrocitto), 
52 

sinensis linsalis (Pyctorlus), 235 
sinensis snturntior (I’vctoi Ins), JM 
*iuc»ata sat urn f tor {Pi/ctoi bi>}, 2d 4 
sinensis sinensis (Pyctoilna), 233 
xtulttmensi* ( Urocichla. }, 453 
Sitta, 121 
Sittidvc 120 
Sira, 312 

satmmermgi i ( Counts ), 36 
somervtllct (7 \mal*a}, 194 
somervillei (Turdoidea), 194 
BORiemlln (Orateropus), 194 
sordtda (Siva), 316 
aordtdxor C Pro pants), 292 
SpelflBOi ms, 461 
Splienooicbla, 460 
sptloHOta ( Certhxa), 430 
sptlonota { Salporms ), 439 
sptlonotus {MimMolophud), 89 
sptlonotus (Pffrtw), 89 
apilonotus (Salpornia), 439 
spilonotns spilonof ua (Mnoliloloplius), 
89 

spilcmotua subviridis (Mnchlolophua), 

91 . 

SpiKIXUF, 400 
splendena (Oorvuii), 32 
aplendeaa ( Corines), 33, 34, 35 
splendena maolena (Oorvus), 34 
aplendana prntegatua (Corvua), 36 
xplendcns protegaius ( Contis'), 35 
splendena splendena (Corvua}, 33 
splendena Biigmuyen (Corvua}, 34, 
sgttamafa (. lanthoctnala }, 174 
, squamata (JKierouni), 458 
sqnamata ( Paoepyga,}, 458 
Bquainatn aquaniata (Pnoepyga), 458. 
aquamata webben (Rubiguln), 409 
squmnaDim (Tro»-l»aIopteruin), 174 
squamafum ( Trocfi aloptci rent), 174 
Staohyridnpaia, 267 
Slacbyris, 263 
Btuctooicbla 186 
Stnpludin, 309 

sfenoi ht/n chits ( Pomaforh i n us ) . 219 
alolicxkse (Cert Jim}, 438 
stoftcsA.ee (Ccr/htrr), 438 
strepitnns (Gtarriilnx). 154 
eft epttatt* (Gan-ulasr), 154 
striata {Cot i/thoctchla), 251 
•strmta (Grammntuptila), 184 
atnata ( Gramma fopltla), 184 
striata (larulux), 311 
» xtnnta ( Sf aphid t o'), 31] 
atnata aiistem (G-i ammatoptila), 185. 
M rtnto l ufigenis (Staphidia), 311. 
atrinta atnata ( Gram ra atoptila}, 184 
rtnnta atnata (Staplndin), 311 


atnatiis (Aleiirus), S79 
sfrta tux (Aleiirus), 379 
•dnatu* (fferrrwfoi), 184 
striata* (Ufalacocrrrnx), 194 
atnata * ( Trichojthornx), 379 
•. frtatus ( Tut et tints’) 211 
sfi ujufa (S/iw), 3ld 
at rigula caataneicnudn (Stva), 314 
sfiiguln stuguln (Siva), 313 
atttaat ( Trochafaptci inn ). 157 
subtnst alatux ( Jtri/onaxtes), 142 
aubctentlalus {Garrttfax}, 142 
subochraccum {Pt Ihn ncuni), 2J0 
atibrufn (Argya), 201 
auhrufa {Argya}, 201 
subrtifa ( ’Ftmalta'), 201 
auhuntcolor ( Trochaloptemm ), 171 
aubumcolor aubunieolor (Trochalo- 
pterum), 171 
auhvtndta {Pants}, 91 
aultanea (Afelanocblom), 101 
aulianea {. 3fe r anoeWora) 101 
Bulfanea flavooriatata (Bi>? 1 noelilora), 
302 

aultanea aultanea (Afelanoohlora). 

lOl 

sultancus {Panes}, 101 
eupaneilfaria (Xipliirampltaa), 224 
snpercihai ts (Xiphtramphus), 224 
Sul bora, 107 
Sylviparua, 88 


teentura { Certhia }, 431 
taltfuensis { Troglodyte *}, 446 
tal\fucnsis {A&mflktutscus}, 95 
tephrogenys {. Trtchophorua ), 362 
tephrogenys bunuameus (Cnmger), 
364 

tephiogenys flaroolns (Cnmger), 363 
tephrogenys grand is (Criniger), 365 
tephrogenys griseicepa (Criniger), 365 
tephrogenys tepluogenya (Criniger), 

tephronota (Sitta), 129 
terncolor {Pastor}, 191. 
terricolor mnlabaricns (Turdoides), 
192 

terricolor aindianua (Tuidoides) 193 
tcmcolor smdtamts (7 ttrdoidcs), 19d 
terricolor teinooloi (Turdoidw), 191 
Testa, 462 

thompsoni (Cemsopliiln), 373 
thompsoni ( Cerasophila }, 373 
thompsoni {Suthora), 115 
i'hniigorljiiia, 261 
tibetaaa {Anothura}, 448 
ttbetaaus {Corvtts}, 23 
Tichodmnia, 441 
ticJbell* {Dryraocalaphua}, 247 
tickelli {Hcmtxus}, 378 
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tic A el It (Hypstpeles), 378 
tickelli ( Pcllorneum ), 247 
tickelli (Pomalorhinus), 223 
tickelli ussamensis (Pellomeum), 248 
tickelli tickelli (Fellorneum), 247 
Timalia, 225 
Tiuai iiDiU, 134 
'J IUAT-rTfljE 136 
tiplua (v3£githina), 339 
tiphia. (JElgithma), 340 
tiphta (Alotaalla. j, 340 
tiplua liumei (iEgithina), 342 
tiplua tiplua (jEgithina), 340 
tiplua zeylomca (y&gitliinn), 312 
torquatu >» (< rampsorngnchtu t), 2 32 
Tr.iclnjLonms, 402 
Ti lcholestes, 366 
Troclmlopterum, 161 
Troglodytes, 444 
troglodytes (TroglocU tes), 445 
troglodytes ueglectus (Ti oglodytes), 
446 

troglodytes nepalensis (Troglodytes), 

445 

troglodytes tulifuensis (Troglodytes), 

446 

troglodvtes tibetanus (Troglody tes), 
448 ' 

TnooLoniTiDF, 444 
Turdmulng, 250 
Turdoides, 190 


tenth, tims ( Corvus), 23 
unicolnr (Hetet omorpha), 108 
unicolor (Sutliora), 108 
ttnxcolor {Suthora), 108 
XTrocissn, 40 


lagabtinda ( Coracias ), 50 
vaqabitnda. saturafior (Dcndrocitta), 
51 

variant, (Contes), 56 
tartans (Orypsitluna), 56 
vanegatum ( Ctnclosoma ), 173 
vat legntum (Troclialopteruxn), 173 
t ari*qatum ( 7< ochal optcrum ), 173 

> at legat mu simile (Troclialopterum), 

174 

inriegafunt var legntum (Trochalo- 
pteruin), 173 
i icforitp ( Jiabasr ). 188 

* u tot tee ( Ccrfhta), 437 
fit fonts (la nt hoc tnc la) 161 

> ictoruc (Sittnl 123 
i-ic/ot its (Sit fa), 123 


vimpecta austeni (Fulvetta), 291 
vinipecta npponi (Fulietta), 291 
vinipecta vinipecta (Fulvetta), 290 
vimpcctus ( [Proparus ), 290 
t,mtpec£ns ( Stva ), 290 
virgatum ( Trochalopteron ). 179 
virgatum (Trorbnloptet um), 179 
vindts zosterops (Cliloropsis), 351 
vindiS3ittia (digitlnnn), 343 
vtrtdisstma (2R 'gifhttia) 343 
vindtssinta (lora), 343 
vires ecu s cmnamomconnt rts (Zoic), 407 
vi rcscens (Zole), 406 


tv ad del 1 1 (Dab ax), 189 

toaddelli (Bahaa. ), 189 

toaldem ( Actinodura :), 308 

real dent (Tar ops), 303 

vrebbiana bninnea (Sutlioia), 112 

vrebbert-(Zandta), 409 

vnnga*ei (j Sit a), 315 


Xanthixus, 392 
scant hoch tons (Pfenifhttts), 335 
xanthocklons occidentalis (Pteru- 
thius), 33b 

scant hochlons occidentals (Pteruthms), 
33b 

xantlioclilons xantboclilons (Pteru- 
thuts), 335 

t anthogeny* ( Machloloph «*) , 91 
scanthogenys (Pat its), 91 
xanthogems aplonotits (Maclilo- 
lophus), 92 

xantnogenys xantliogenys (Maclilo- 
lophus), 91 

scantholeemus (Brachypus), 415 

f antboliemus (Pycnonotus), 415 
antholeemus ( Pycnonotu* ), 415 
scantholcnca (ZSrpomis), 325 
scantholeuca (Herpomis), 323 
xiuitholeuca xantholenca (Erpoi nts) 
325 

ranthon hoits (Pycnonotti*), 411 
Xiphirntnplitis, 224 


yanqpiensis (Ytthina), 318 
Vultinn, ol6 

yunnancn*is (Ccrfhia), 432 


ccylomca ( 3fofacilla ), 342 
=o«fcrop* (Cbloropsis), 351 
zugtnay ex i (Corrus), 34 







